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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led fi eld trips at 
the Marsh. Bring your binocular(s) and have a great morning 
birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of South I Street 
(Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips end around 11 a.m. 
Walks led by: Cédric Duhalde (Apr 7); Cindy Moyer (Apr 
14); Michael Morris (Apr 21); Christine Keil (Apr 28). If you 
are interested in leading a Marsh walk, please contact Ken 
Burton at shrikethree@gmail.com.

For some of our more far-reaching trips we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½-hour drive time to 
fi eld trip destination.

Sunday, April 1: Shorebird Workshop, Part I 
at Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. Still 
wondering which is a whimbrel and which a willet? 
This series of three workshops focuses on one of 

Humboldt Bay’s greatest treasures, our shorebirds! You may 
attend one, two, or all.  Meet at 11 a.m. at the foot of I St 
(Klopp Lake) as the tide rises, bringing in dowitchers, curlews, 
godwits, willets, peeps, yellowlegs, and perhaps avocets. 
Workshop ends around 2 p.m. Led by Alexa DeJoannis, 
formerly of HSU’s Shorebird Ecology Lab (202-288-5174). 

Sunday, April 8: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge.  This is a wonderful 2-to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the birds! 
Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the Refuge 
Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822- 3613) 
for more information.

Sunday, April 8: Shorebird Workshop, Part II 
at South Spit. First we’ll look for beach-loving 
birds, then walk out on the South Jetty for birds 

of rocky habitats. Oystercatchers, surfbirds, and turnstones 
are usually seen on the jetty, and plovers and peeps fl ock 
on the beach nearby. The tide will be low around 1:30 
p.m., when we expect safe conditions on the jetty . Dress 
warmly in case it’s windy, and a water bottle is advisable. 
Wear shoes with soft-rubber soles (like sneakers) to walk 
on the jetty; we expect to go dry-footed. Meet at the foot of 
Table Bluff at 10 a.m. to carpool the poor road to the jetty. 
Workshop ends around 2 p.m. Led by Alexa DeJoannis, 
formerly of HSU’s Shorebird Ecology Lab (202-288-
5174). Heavy wind or rain cancels.

Saturday, April 14: Willow Creek Bird Walks. Meet at 
Studio 299 (75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting at 9 
a.m. We will depart promptly at 9:30 for our destination; 

Programs start at 7:30 p.m. at Six Rivers Masonic Lodge,
251 Bayside Road, Arcata.

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come fragrance-free.

carpooling available. Walks generally run 2-3 hours. All 
ages, abilities and interest levels welcome!  For more 
information, please contact Melissa Dougherty at 530-859-

1874 or email willowcreekbirdwalks@gmail.com.

Saturday, April 14: Shorebird Workshop, Part 
III at Del Norte Pier. Meet at 10 a.m. to watch the 

rising tide at the foot of W. Del Norte St. bring in waves 
of godwits, willets, turnstones, and curlews. Tide will turn 
around noon; we hope to see a good show by then. Dress 
warmly in case it’s windy. Workshop ends around 1 p.m. 
Led by Alexa DeJoannis, formerly of HSU’s Shorebird 
Ecology Lab (202-288-5174). 

Saturday, April 14: Potawot Gardens Tour. Join group 
leader Moe Morrissette as we tour a gentle 1.2 miles 
through pastureland that has been transformed into a native 
plant garden by United Indian Health Services.  Meet at 
1600 Weeot Way in Arcata at 8 a.m. and expect the trip 
to take approximately 2 hours. For more information 
about this unique venue, please visit http://www.
unitedindianhealthservices.org/client-services/potawot-
community-food-garden.

(Continued next page.)

MAY PROGRAM: FRIDAY, MAY 11

Trinidad is a regionally important area 
for roosting and nesting seabird species 
along the California coast. The Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM)  Arcata Field 
Offi ce along with many incredible partners, 
including the Redwood Region Audubon 
Society, is spearheading the North Coast 
Seabird Protection Network (NCSPN), which 
aims to learn more about the seabird species 
in Trinidad and how to protect them from 
disturbance events. Shannon Brinkman, 
a seabird biologist with the BLM, will talk 
about the seabird species in Trinidad, the 
work the NCSPN has done since it started in 
2017, and how the public can get involved in 
the NCSPN Citizen Science Program!  
 Join Shannon for a Trinidad walk on 
May 12 (see p. 2).

The North Coast Seabird
Protection Network

APRIL PROGRAM: FRIDAY, APRIL 13

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta:
Nature, Culture, and Conservation

Dr. Jeff Hart will report on nearly 
20 years of conservation and related 
work in one of California’s most 
controversial regions, the California 
Delta. The hub of California’s water 
supply, the Delta is an important, but 
little-known, area where meandering 
sloughs, industrial agriculture, fragile 
levees, and declining fi shery resources 
vie for water resources coveted by 
special interests throughout the state. 
Jeff will talk about habitat restoration, 
innovative bioengineering techniques to improve levees, tidal marsh projects 
intended to improve fi shery habitat, as well as working landscape projects for 
waterfowl habitat enhancement.  He will develop a historical narrative of the Delta, 
its early settlement and relationship to nature, the impact of “reclamation” on 
natural resources, the never-ending battle over water, recent “fi xes”, and underlying 
ethical and cultural issues regarding environmental confl ict resolution. 

Programs start at 7:30 p.m. at Six Rivers Masonic Lodge,
251 Bayside Road, Arcata.

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come fragrance-free.

Common Murres

by Derek Lee, Point Blue

Sandhill Crane by Jeff Hart

RRAS programs are taking a hiatus June through August.
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REdWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger

April/May Field Trips, cont.
Sunday, April 15: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 a.m. 
by the fishing pier at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where 
we will scope for birds off the public dock until everyone 
assembles. We will then drive to the base of the Hikshari’ 
Trail at Truesdale Street and bird along the trail to the Elk 
River Wildlife Sanctuary. Leader: Ralph Bucher (707-499-
1247; thebook@reninet.com).

Saturday, April 28: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park. The walk begins at 8:30 a.m. in Tooby Park with 
leader Kyle Keegan. Take Sprowl Creek Road for one mile 
out of Garberville and just past the park entryway (McKee 
Lane) you’ll see the Tooby parking lot on the right, which is 
well signed. If you’re late, you can easily catch up by walking 
towards the barn! The walk is an easy 2- to 3-hr walk. We 
generally have some extra binoculars. Organic, shade-grown 
(bird-friendly) coffee is usually provided. No dogs, please. 
Porta-potty is available on the trail. For information call Ann 
at 707-923-7227. Heavy rain cancels.

Sunday, April 29: Alderpoint Trip. Join leader Tony Kurz 
at Ray’s Food Place in Garberville at 8:30 a.m. We will 
leave shortly after in carpool fashion, headed up Alderpoint 
Rd. The trip will include stops along the road for uncommon 
breeders in our county, like the Oak Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, and Lark Sparrow. This is the start of spring, so we 
look forward to seeing the first migrants headed north from 
the tropics: expect bright-colored birds and singing! There 
are no restrooms along the drive until we get to the town 
store which MIGHT have a public restroom.  Once we have 
reached Alderpoint, we will take a walk south along the 
railroad tracks on the Eel River. We sometimes walk two 
miles to the old railroad trestle where we might see Rufous-
crowned Sparrows (the only known area these occur in the 
county). We will surely see spring’s first wildflowers along 
our drive and on our hike. Trip ends around 3 p.m. Please 
bring a lunch, water, and sunscreen. For questions, email 
tonyk_71220@hotmail.com or call 559-333-0893.

Sunday, April 29: College of the Redwoods. The College 
campus offers a variety of habitats: shrub hedges, fields, 
forests, marsh, and pond. Meet at 9 a.m. at the flagpole in 
front of Administration (take the south entrance). Parking is 
free on weekends! Led by Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, May 5: Bridgeville-Kneeland Road.  David 
Juliano will be leading this exciting trip on Global Big 
Day (https://ebird.org/news/global-big-day-5-may-2018). 
Highlights from last year included Chipping Sparrow, 
Lazuli Bunting, Western Kingbird, Bullock’s Oriole, Acorn 
Woodpecker, and a vagrant Vesper Sparrow. If anyone is 
coming from further east on 36, they can meet up with the 
group in Bridgeville.  The whole loop (starting in Eureka) is 
about 100 miles, with the road from Bridgeville to Kneeland 
about 35 miles. It is a public road, but passes through mostly 
private lands, so most of the birding is from the road, with 
very little hiking.  Plan on spending 2-3 hours birding. To 
minimize cars on this busy road, please meet in the Party City 
parking lot immediately south of Bayshore Mall in Eureka at 
8 a.m. to arrange carpooling. For more information please 
contact David at villosus1971@gmail.com or 707-601-2389.

Sunday, May 6: Del Norte Spring Migration Field Trip. 
Let’s celebrate International Migratory Bird Day in the 
field! The group will carpool to several locations in Del 
Norte County, and keep walking to a minimum. Some of the 
species that may be seen or heard include Hermit Warbler, 
MacGillivray’s Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Yellow-
breasted Chat, Warbling Vireo, Bullock’s Oriole, Swainson’s 
Thrush, and lots of other spring arrivals. We’ll also look for 
seabirds. Bring binoculars or spotting scopes if you have 
them, drinking water, and snacks. Trip ends around 1 p.m. 
Meet at 8 a.m. at Charthouse Restaurant on Anchor Way. For 
more information, call Sue Calla 707-465-6191) or leader 
Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, May 12: Willow Creek Bird Walks. See April 14.

Saturday, May 12: Trinidad Head Seabird Walk. Visit the 
California Coastal National Monument in Trinidad, one of the 
most regionally significant areas along the California coast for 
roosting and nesting seabirds. Join an easy to moderate mile-
long hike around Trinidad Head, with breathtaking views of 
the Trinidad coastline, while also looking for and learning 
about the seabirds near Trinidad, their natural history, how 
to identify different species, and the importance of seabirds 
and their role as indicators for the marine environment. The 
trip will also provide a brief history of Trinidad Head and 
end with a visit to the historical and still operational Trinidad 
Lighthouse. Walk is scheduled from 9 a.m. to noon. Please 
meet at the parking lot below Trinidad Head at 8:45 a.m. 
Dress appropriately for weather and walking, and bring 
snacks or drinks as desired. Contact Shannon Brinkman 
(semurphy@blm.gov) with additional questions.

Sunday, May 13: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. Leader Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247; thebook@
reninet.com). See April 15.

Sunday, May 13: Fort Bragg Pelagic Tour.  The Mendocino 
Coast Audubon Society will offer an all-day, pelagic seabird 
expedition aboard the Trek II out of Noyo Harbor, Fort Bragg, 
led by Rob Fowler and Todd Easterla. We plan to assemble 
at 7 a.m. and depart soon after, spend about 10 hours at 
sea, and return around 5 p.m. The Trek II is the largest and 
fastest charter boat operating from Noyo Harbor, offering 
good views for up to 35 participants and getting us out to 
sea quickly. Ocean conditions permitting, we hope to go 
30-40 miles offshore. The cost will be $150 per person and 
advance reservations are required. Contact Chuck Vaughn 
at cevaughn@pacific.net or 707-462-8137 or Tim Bray at 
tbray@mcn.org or 707 734-0791 for more information.

Saturday, May 19: Southern Humboldt Community 
Park in Garberville. Leader Tom Leskiw. See April 28. 

Sunday, May 20: Eureka Waterfront. See April 15.

President’s Column
We enjoyed another wonderful Annual Banquet in 
February, and it was lovely to see everyone who attended! 
Doug Forsell shared some history of remote, Pacific, 
seabird-breeding islands, and we exchanged a fascinating 
wealth of art, books, and miscellanea through the auction. 
Our treasurer has calculated that we brought in $5,975 
to the chapter’s coffers. This success is due in part to the 
kind contributions of time, auction items, flowers, and 
beverages, and we are grateful. I thank, in particular, 
Moonstone Crossing Wine, Lost Coast Brewery, Violet 
Green Winery, Mad River Brewery, and Sun Valley Group 
Flowers. 
 New life is already springing up in our mild 
coastal regions, despite occasional snows frosting the 
heights. Yesterday, I saw three black feathers among the 
white on the belly of a dunlin, and this morning, two pairs 
of ospreys sitting nests. Spring is one of the most exciting 
moments in the natural world, and there’s so much to 
experience. It also tends to be a chilly, rainy, and windy 
season in Humboldt, so I’ve got to make the effort to 
bundle up and get out outside. Hope to see you there!

by Alexa DeJoannis

Anerican Redstart,
Arcata Marsh,
 by George Ziminsky



by Alexa DeJoannis

Fourth Annual

Tim McKay Birdathon
by Gary Friedrichsen
Though our chilly spring winds are still blowing and rain 
is pelting down, we can take heart because Spring is just 
around the corner and with it comes another opportunity 
to get out for a great day of bird-watching while you 
help support two wonderful local organizations. In May, 
individuals and teams will once again sally forth to amass 
a list of birds seen during a full day. With every different 
species tallied, the cash register “ka-chings” and money 
collected after the event will be donated to the Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC) and the Redwood Region 
Audubon Society (RRAS). Birdathons have been taking 
place throughout America for over thirty years now and 
they have proven to be a fun-fi lled activity that can make a 
huge difference to the volunteer organizations they support.
 This year, the Birdathon lasts from May 5-13, 
giving participants nine days to pick a single 24-hour 
period in which they can maximize their efforts. It’s not 
too early to begin putting your team together and planning 
your route for your “Big Day”. You could report your bird 
list on eBird to show off to your donors. We know that 
some people have diffi culty asking anyone for money, 
but remember you are not pandering for yourself! You are 
working on behalf of two organizations that operate on a 
shoestring, and yet provide our community with amazing 
benefi ts to our environment. We are witnessing a continual 
stream of attacks on wilderness and wildlife that we all 
cherish. Groups like the RRAS and the NEC are at the 
forefront of the fi ght, helping to guard our resources and 
threatened ecosystems. Please help! Birding is the fun part, 
but signing up donors and following up is the real focus. 
Remember, you can either join a team or work on your 
own, either traveling or staying put in your yard.
 Register yourself or your team at http://www.
yournec.org/events/birdathon and watch that site for 
pledge sheets and other information. Tim McKay worked 
his entire adult life as Director of the NEC and waged 
battle after battle on our behalf against overuse of our 
common resources. He began the local Birdathons back 
in the 80s, and we trust his motto (“endless pressure, 
endlessly applied”) for the continuing work we must all 
help accomplish.

International 
Migratory Bird Day

in Orleans
International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) will be celebrated 
on May 11-12 in Orleans as “Bigfoot Birding Day.” 
The event, a memorial to the late Forest Service wildlife 
biologist Tony Hacking, will kick off on Friday evening 
with a community potluck dinner at 5:30 p.m., followed by 
a slide show at 7:30 p.m. Genevieve Rozhon, a Master’s 
degree candidate, will present on her research on wintering 
habitat selection and behavior of Rough-legged Hawks. On 
Saturday, starting at 7:30 a.m., Tom Leskiw, Max Brodie, 
and Jaime Bettaso will lead a bird walk. Both events begin 
at the Panamnik Building, 38150 Highway 96, Orleans. For 
more information, call LeRoy Cyr at 530-627-3262.

by Harriet Hill

The Redwood 
Region Audubon 
Society (RRAS) is 
proud to announce 
the imminent 
publication of A 
Birding Guide to 
Humboldt County. 
This invaluable 
guidebook was 
written by local 
ornithologist and 
birding guide, 
Kenneth Burton, 
and designed by 
A r c a t a - b a s e d 

graphic designer and photographer, Leslie Scopes 
Anderson. It links well-known and obscure birding sites, 
some of them only recently opened to the public, into 
25 routes spanning the entire county. The book features 
gorgeous photographs by Anderson, Burton, and others as 
well as detailed maps and directions and aids for navigating 
by GPS.
 Well over 400 species of birds have been found 
in Humboldt County; this number exceeds that recorded in 
many entire states. The county is home to a large, vibrant, 
and accomplished birding community, but until now there 
has been no comprehensive birding guide to the area. This 

A
Birding 
Guide

25 Driving & Walking Routes

By 
Kenneth M. Burton

Foreword by
Dr. Stanley Harris

to Humboldt 
County,  
California

New Birding Book Available    

at Godwit Café

Ken Burton and Laurie Lawrence, 2017 Birdathon, 
photo by Gary Falxa

book fi lls that gap and is aimed at local and visiting birders 
alike. It should appeal to non-birders as well since the 
routes it describes offer superb sightseeing and walking 
and mention little-known public-access opportunities. 
 The book is based heavily on data derived from 
eBird, a website hosted by the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology that has revolutionized birding over the last 
decade. It covers the vast majority of eBird “hotspots” in 
the county. The route descriptions include suggestions for 
fi nding the county’s less-common bird species and when 
they may be expected along each route. The book also 
features a table showing the route(s) on which each species 
is likely to be found and graphs illustrating overall species 
diversity by month for each route.
 Burton and Anderson have collaborated on 
two previous books: Common Birds of the Arcata 
Marsh & Wildlife Sanctuary (published by Friends of 
the Arcata Marsh) and Common Birds of Northwest 
California (published by RRAS). Burton is also the author 
of Hiking Humboldt, volume 1 (published by Backcountry 
Press).

A Birding Guide to Humboldt County will be 
released April 21-22 at Godwit Days. It will be for sale at 
the Godwit Café in the Arcata Community Center, 321 Dr. 
M.L.K. Jr. Parkway. After that, look for it at bookstores 
and visitor centers throughout the county. Proceeds from 
sales of the book will benefi t RRAS’ conservation and 
education programs.

Godwit Days
Godwit Days Bird Migration Festival is quickly coming 
up over April 20-22! Check out fi eld trips at godwitdays.
org; see bird art submitted by local kids, visit with vendors 
and bird-related organizations at the Arcata Community 
Center, and stay for evening talks by distinguished 
birders. And stop by the Godwit Café, run by RRAS, 
for coffee, donuts, bagels, a slice of pizza, or an RRAS 
mug from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. We 
still need volunteers for this fund-raising event! Contact 
Susan Penn (susanpenn60@gmail.com or 707-672-3346) 
to sign up.   

 Behind the Bayshore mall lies an area, formerly known 
as the Devil’s Playground, and now called Wigi Wetlands. 
RRAS has an open-space easement over this property, to 
encourage its use as a recreational and natural space. 
 Wigi Wetlands is a special kind of wetlands called 
a marsh. Marshes fi lter, purify, and store water, while 
protecting inland areas from tidal energy and fl ooding. They 
also create habitats for a variety of native plants and wildlife. 
Native wetland plants are crucial in preventing erosion and 
maintaining wetlands health.
  Wigi was previously known as Parcel 4, the site of 
an abandoned timber mill. With the structures now removed 
and the new trail open (a segment of Eureka’s Waterfront 
Trail), we are partnering to enhance this wetlands.
 Join us this Saturday (April 7) from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon to help enhance this piece of shoreline by picking 

Whose butt is this?
( Answer on next page)

up trash and pulling invasive plants. This is a kid-friendly 
event. We will provide supplies such as gloves, trash 
pickers, bags, buckets, weed wrenches, water, and snacks. 
You are encouraged to bring a water bottle, sun protection, 
any garden tools you love to use, and comfortable clothes. 
Meet us behind the Bayshore Mall in the Kohl’s parking 
lot and follow the signs to the restoration site. This is a 
great opportunity to contribute toward our community trail 
system! 
 This event is sponsored by Empower Eureka, 
E.C.O Eureka, the City of Eureka Community Services 
Department, and the Redwood Region Audubon Society. 
Contact Susan Penn for more information at 707-273-5200 .

Wigi Wetlands Cleanup

and Invasive Plant Removal

photo by Gary Bloomfi eld

photo by Alexa DeJoannis

Contact Susan Penn for more information at 707-273-5200 .



A Trip to Southern California
by Ken Burton
In February, being between jobs, I took an extended road-
trip to the other end of the state. The trip was primarily social 
in nature, but I had a list of six target birds to see along the 
way. All six were potential “state” birds: that is, birds I’d 
never seen or heard in California. Each has its own story, and 
I thought it might be entertaining and informative to share 
these stories with you.
 My fi rst target was a Curve-billed Thrasher that 
had taken up residence in a residential area in Woodland. 
The species’ range almost reaches California in southwest 
Arizona but this bird’s markings indicated that it was from 
the Chihuahuan population, which has expanded its range 
northward and individuals have shown up in some truly 
unexpected places in recent years – even Montana and 
Minnesota! This was the fi rst curve-bill ever found in the 
Central Valley; apparently, it had been present for several 
months, eating chicken feed in a backyard, before someone 
fi gured out that it was noteworthy and got the word out in 
mid-January. It took me only a few minutes to fi nd this bold, 
tame bird perched on a rooftop and I watched it for about half 
an hour as it moved from yard to yard, drank from a sprinkler, 
chased a scrub-jay, sunned itself, allowed approach to within 
a few feet, and generally showed that it didn’t feel out of place 
at all. I also chatted with the owner of the chickens, who told 
me that the neighborhood had adopted the bird as a celebrity 
and embraced its newfound fame; and that someone had even 
hosted a “watch-the-birders brunch”! This was one of those 

An Asian Visitor
by Lucas Brug

On Sunday, February 11, at around noon I got to the 
Front Street Park overlook of the mouth of Elk Creek 
in Crescent City where a big fl ock of gulls was roosting 
during low tide. This was the fi rst day of a herring run 

Black-tailed Gull among other gulls,

02/22/2018, Crescent City Harbor, © Frank Lospullato

that brought unprecedented numbers of gulls to Crescent 
City. I estimated around 50,000 gulls during this fi rst day. 
While scanning the gulls, I noticed a medium-sized gull 
with wings about the same darkness as the adult Western 
Gull standing next to it. It was clearly larger than the many 
Mew Gulls around it but smaller than a California Gull. 
The legs were dull yellow and looked short compared 
to other gulls, and the bird had a very attenuated shape 
with long, black primaries with small, white spots. The 
yellow bill was long, straight, and had a black ring around 
it and a red tip and gonys spot. This was an adult bird, 
already in full alternate plumage with a completely white 
head without any streaking, a pale iris, and a bright red 
orbital ring. The white tail had a broad, black, sub-terminal 
band. I immediately knew I was looking at a Black-tailed 
Gull, an East Asian coastal species with only six previous 
California records.

BTGU Larry Goodhew 2 26 
18 CC harbor B St.jpg

 This beautiful gull stayed in Crescent City for 
a full month and was last seen on March 11. It was very 
unpredictable during the fi rst week, but became very 
reliable later on, usually feeding on herring roe with Mew 
Gulls around the B  Street pier. 

heartwarming examples of a rare bird introducing non-birders 
to the joy of birding.
 Target bird #2 didn’t receive quite such a warm 
welcome. California’s fi rst-ever Tropical Parula, probably 
from western Mexico, was found somehow by local hotshot 
birder, Jim Pike, in an apartment complex in Huntington 
Beach on January 5. Due to the sensitivity of the location, 
the local birding community worked quickly to contain the 
response, agreeing to keep the location secret (the eBird point 
is intentionally misplaced) and making arrangements with the 
manager to allow visitation only on weekends, by reservation, 
in small, guided groups observing strict rules of conduct. Even 
so, some of the residents weren’t too happy with the situation. 

Seabirds spend most of their life out on the open ocean, ex-
cept when then settle on off-shore rocks in the spring and 
summer months to nest, and Trinidad is a regionally impor-
tant area along the California coast for nesting seabirds. 
 Seabirds are important because they have signifi -
cant interactions with the marine environment. Everything 
from a seabird’s diet, to their reproductive success, to their 
nesting locations can be used to help inform biologists about 
the marine environment, including sea level rise, estimates 
of fi sh populations, and changes in marine conditions over 
time.
 Therefore, it is not only important to monitor, ap-
preciate, and keep learning about seabirds, but it is just as 
important to protect them. Seabirds are extremely sensitive 
to disturbance when they nest. Disturbance events can cause 
adults to leave their nest, exposing eggs and chicks to the 
harsh elements and hungry predators; repeated disturbances 
can cause an entire seabird colony, which can be thousands 
of birds, to abandon their nests. 
 The North Coast Seabird Protection Network 
(NCSPN) monitors the seabird populations in Trinidad in 
an effort to learn more about these populations, to identify 
and decrease sources of human-caused disturbances, and 
to protect these populations for future generations to enjoy 

Common Murre colony by Bob Wick, BLM

The North Coast Seabird Protection Network
by Shannon Brinkman

There was only one day that would fi t into my schedule and 
I was able to secure a place in that day’s group. We met at a 
nearby intersection (again, to keep the location secret) and our 
guide, Tom Wurster, led us to the complex and introduced us 
to the manager, who joined us as we walked quietly between 
the buildings to the back corner of the property, hemmed in 
between tall walls in a parking lot. The bird spent most of 
its time on adjacent property and had to be coaxed into view 
with recorded songs, but eventually it showed up and fl itted 
from tree to tree, singing occasionally while we all admired, 
recorded, and photographed it. I learned later that ours was 
the last group to be allowed in, so I feel incredibly fortunate 
to have seen that bird.

(Ken’s tale will be continued in a future issue. Check back for 
further adventures and more rare birds!)

Curve-billed Thrasher, Woodland, © Ken Burton

Tropical Parula, Huntington Beach, © Ken Burton

and learn from in the years to come. The NCSPN has also 
developed a citizen-science program which allows indi-
viduals to be directly involved in this scientifi c research, 
contributing their own scientifi c fi ndings to a large-scale 
research project. NCSPN citizen scientists can inform 
current research by reporting human-caused seabird dis-
turbances and contribute to long-term research on seabird 
health and reproductive success by reporting the number 
of roosting and nesting seabird species in Trinidad. NC-
SPN citizen scientists will not only contribute to a large-
scale research project, but they will learn more about sea-
birds and seabird natural history themselves! 
 Citizen-science surveys are conducted at des-
ignated observation points between Little River and Pat-
rick’s Point State Parks. The fi eld protocol is simple: visit 

the observation point, count the birds you see, identifying 
them to species as best you can, and look for disturbances or 
potential disturbances to nesting and roosting seabirds. Data 
sheets, spotting scopes, and admission to Patrick’s Point 
State Park will be provided by the BLM Arcata Field Offi ce. 
Citizen scientists will be asked to contribute a minimum of 
3hrs per month (i.e., one survey per month) monitoring sea-
bird populations. 
  If you want to learn more please contact 
Carol at Trinidad Coastal Land Trust and Trinidad Gateway: 
carol@trinidadcoastallandtrust.org or call 707-677-2501. 

Black-tailed Gull, 02/26/2018, Crescent City, © Larry Goodhew

Whose butt was that?

Black Turnstone on South Jetty


