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will be held Sunday, August 26 at 
Carol & CJ Ralph’s beautiful house 
near Mad River Slough and Lanphere 
Dunes. Advance tickets are available 
until August 23 for $60. After that, 
a limited number of tickets will be 
available at the door for $70. Delicious 
food, guided dune hikes, local beer 
and wine, games and more will be 
found at this exciting NEC fundraiser. 
We hope you will join us!

We’ll also be kicking off  Coastal 
Cleanup Day with a Pints for 
Nonprofi ts night at Lost Coast 
Brewery’s Tap Room in South... 
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morgan@yournec.org
Proofreaders: Midge Brown, Kris Diamond, 
Miranda Thiesen, Madison Peters.
Authors: Jennifer Kalt, Larry Glass, Bella 
Waters, Tom Wheeler, Dan Sealy, Anne 
Maher, Hannah Sargent, Madison Peters, Ali 
Freedlund, Dana Stoltzman, George Sexton, 
Aisha Cissna, Colin Fiske, Destiny Mancilla, 
Miranda Thiesen.
Cover:  One of several paintings by local 
artist Matt Beard selected for offi  cial Coastal 
Cleanup Day use by the California Coastal 
Commision.

News From the Center

NEC Board Of Directors

EcoNews is the offi  cial bi-monthly 
publication of the  Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC), a 
non-profi t organization.  Third class 
postage paid in Arcata. ISSN No. 
0885-7237.  EcoNews is mailed to 
our members and distributed free 
throughout the Northern California 
and Southern Oregon bioregion. The 
subscription rate is $50 per year. 

415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

707- 822-6918
www.yournec.org

The ideas and views expressed 
in EcoNews are not necessarily 

those of the NEC. 

To contact NEC Board Members, 
please write to board@yournec.org

President - Larry Glass, Safe Alternatives 
for our Forest Environment
Vice-President - Dan Sealy,  At-Large
Secretary - Jennifer Kalt, Humboldt 
Baykeeper
Treasurer - Chris Jenican Beresford, 
At-Large
Gary Falxa, Calfornia Native Plant Society
CJ Ralph, Redwood Region Audubon Society
Richard Kreis, Sierra Club, North Group
Alicia Hamann, Friends of the Eel River
Briana Villalobos, Environmental Protection 
Information Center
Bob Morris, Trinity County Representative, 
At-Large

NEC Staff
Executive Director:
Larry Glass, larry@yournec.org
Administrative & Development Director: 
Bella Waters, bella@yournec.org
EcoNews Editor, Web Director:
Morgan Corviday, morgan@yournec.org
Coastal Programs Coordinator: 
Madison Peters, madison@yournec.org
Offi  ce Support & Programs Coordinator: 
Casey Cruischank , casey@yournec.org
Offi  ce Assistant: Tiff any Perez, 
tiff any@yournec.org
Bookkeeping Assistant: Anita Gilbride-Read, 
volunteer

Humboldt Baykeeper
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club, North Group, 
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon 
Society
www.rras.org

Friends of the Eel River
www.eelriver.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities www.transportationpriorities.org

NEC Member Groups

NEC Affiliate Members

Humboldt Baykeeper
Fiscally sponsored by the NEC

Director: 
Jennifer Kalt, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org 
Bay Tours Coordinator:  
Jasmin Segura, jasmin@humboldtbaykeeper.org

Larry Glass, Executive Director, 
and Bella Waters, Admin & 

Development Director
Th e tide is changing. Here in 

Humboldt, long time restorationist 
and friend of the environment Steve 
Madrone has been elected to the 
Fifth District Board of Supervisors 
seat, surpassing the incumbent, Ryan 
Sundberg, with 118 votes. Th is is 
viewed by many as a huge victory for 
those concerned with transparency, 
enforcement of regulations, and 
keeping the environment at the 
forefront of development requests. 
However, it’s not a time to be lax.
Rather, it’s time to be vocal about the 
controversial decisions at local, state, 
and federal levels. Write letters, go 
to rallys, contact your local elected 
offi  cials directly, get organized and 
participate in the November elections. 
Many local races will be tight and 
your participation, as we’ve seen 
with Madrone’s victory, can make the 
diff erence. Th ere will be opportunities 
to vote for city mayors, school board 
members, harbor commissioners, 
water districts, and more. 

If you’ve grown frustrated by 
the decisions our local offi  cials are 
making and are willing to consider 

throwing your hat into the ring, please 
be in touch with our allies at North 
Coast People’s Alliance for assistance 
(http://northcoastpeoplesalliance.
org). Th e fi ling date for these, and 
other seats, is August 10. 

We continue to monitor 
the enforcement—or lack of 
enforcement—of state and local 
cannabis regulations. We also are 
tracking trespass grows on our public 
lands and the scant enforcement and 
cleanup of these grows. We’re alarmed 
that the state legislature stripped 14 
million dollars earmarked for cannabis 
compliance/enforcement from 
Governor Brown’s proposed budget. 

Th e NEC continues to work 
with Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers 
National Forests toward better forest 
management and fuels reduction. 
We continue to participate with 
Congressman Jared Huff man’s staff  
in preparation for the introduction of 
his Northern California Conservation 
and Recreation Act in the House of 
Representatives in coordination with 
Senator Kamala Harris’s introduction 
of the Act in the Senate. 

After a Bigfoot Trail hiker 
was lost this June, creating many 
anxious moments for his family and 
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concerned residents, we 
would like to point out 
that while we support 
the creation of the 
Bigfoot Trail, we want 
to emphasize that 
it is only a concept 
at this time. Th ere 
are many sections 
that are not what 
would be considered 
an established trail, but 
merely a series of pieced 
together segments with no 
signage. We would also like to 
remind readers that a fi re burned 
through the Yolla-Bolly Middle Eel 
Wilderness last year that seriously 
altered the landscape. Don’t expect 
to fi nd water along this portion of 
the trail! Th is hike should only be 
attempted by the most experienced 
hikers.

We are entering one of our busiest 
times of the year, and there are ample 
opportunities for you to be involved. 

First up, we’ll be pouring wine 
on August 10 for Arts! Arcata at the 
Garden Gate. Stop by to say hi!

Next, plans are underway for the 
biggest party of the year, our Summer 
Slough Social. Th is ‘don’t miss’ event 
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     Letter to the Editor
Letters should be 300 

words or less,  be relevant to  
EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must 
include the writer’s address 
and phone number. 
Letters may be edited and 

shortened for space. The NEC 
reserves the right to reject any submitted material 
for any reason (e.g., size, content, writing style, etc.).

Send to editor@yournec.org.
Read the Letter to the Editor on page 20

In each EcoNews issue, the NEC 
presents  “bouquets” of gratitude to 
groups, business, and individuals who 
have recently helped the NEC or the 
environmental community. 
• To Pacifi c Outfi tters for hosting NEC and 
supplying the wine during June & July Arts 
Arcata!
• To our Birdathon captains Gary Falxa, Gary 
Friedrichsen and CJ Ralph, along with their 
respective team members and the people 
who supported their birding habits!
• To Hensel’s Ace Hardware in Arcata for a 
donation of buckets, trash pickers and a poker 
stick to help with our clean-up programs.
• To CDFW offi  cer Patrick Freeling, CNPS, 
CA State Parks, National Park Service, and 
everyone who helped replant the poached 
Dudleya succulents along our coast!
• To Hannah Sargent, for her excellent work 
reporting on local issues for EcoNews and 
our website. We wish you all the best on your 
new employment!
• A welcome to the Coalition for 
Responsible Transportation Priorites, our 
newest Affi  liate Member Group! Check out 
their article on page 13.

In This Issue

Interested in serving on 
the NEC Board of Directors?

The NEC is looking for a couple of at-large 
board members. Desirable attributes include 

financial and/or legal expertise. 
Please email resume and letter of interest to 

board president Larry Glass
Larry@yournec.org 

Help  us  provide  timely  local 

environmental  reporting! 
The NEC is seeking a new 
environmental journalist! 

Hannah Sargent, our prior journalist, did 
such a great job that she has been hired for 

full-time employment out of the area. 
For job description and how to apply, 

visit: https://www.yournec.org/
environmental-journalist/

Printing on Paper 

is Expensive
Print costs for EcoNews have gone up due to 
the Trump administration’s increased tariff s 

on Canadian newsprint—negatively aff ecting 
newspapers across the country. Help us 

keep EcoNews in print by making a donation 
earmarked ‘EcoNews’! 

...Eureka on Th ursday, August 30. If you’ve ever 
been interested in participating in Coastal Cleanup 
Day but weren’t sure where to start, then come on 
down! Not only will site captains be able to pick 
up their supplies, but individuals can register for 
sites, join a team, or fi nd others to form a team. 
More  information can be found on our website at 
www.yournec.org.

September brings with it our busiest weekend: 
September 15 & 16. Not only is it the weekend of 
North Country Fair, but Saturday is the 39th Coastal 
Cleanup Day and the All Species Parade! Read more 
about these events on pages 3 and 4. We’ll also be 
hosting the Second Annual Endangered Art Show 
during the North Country Fair. Given the continued 
threats to the Endangered Species Act, we feel 
it vital to remind our elected offi  cials about the 
importance of this Act. All are welcome to submit 
art pieces of U.S. endangered species to be displayed 
during the Fair. Don’t forget! Some art pieces will be 
entered into a silent auction, with proceeds used to 
cover postage for mailing copies of the pieces to our 
elected offi  cials in Washington, D.C. 

Carol Moné
How long have you been 

volunteering with NEC? I have 
volunteered at the NEC since EcoNews was 
mimeographed. 

What inspired you to volunteer? At fi rst, I was 
just inspired by the increasing threats to the 
environment. Sid Dominitz [EcoNews Editor for 
about 30 years] and Tim McKay [longtime NEC 
Executive Director, until his passing in 2006]
encouraged me to do beach cleanups.

Words for future volunteers? For coastal 
cleanups, my advice is to get rid of the causes 
of beach pollution, starting with plastic.  Check 
out www.5gyres.org. [Read more about Coastal 
Cleanup Day on page 3.]

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Carol Moné (on right) sorts debris on Coastal Cleanup Day. 
Photo: Courtesy of Carol Moné. 

new merchandise
We have new shirts 

featuring our color logo! 
Stop in our offi  ce at 

415 I St, Arcata, 
to get yours today!
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O V E R  A  T H O U S A N D  I N L A N D  &  C O A S T A L  C L E A N U P  S I T E S  

ARTWORK DONATED BY CALIFORNIA ARTIST MATT BEARD  MATTBEARDART.COM

C O A S T A L C L E A N U P D A Y . O R G

Saturday, September 15 will mark the 39th 
anniversary of the Northcoast Environmental Center’s 
Coastal Cleanup Day (internationally, it’s the 34th 
anniversary). As many of our readers know, Coastal 
Cleanup Day (CCD) got its humble beginnings right 
here in Humboldt County as a program of the NEC in 
the late 1970s. With the help of the California Coastal 
Commission and the Ocean Conservancy, it has since 
grown to be the largest volunteering event centered 
on the care of the environment in California and 
across the world! 

Last year, with the help of over 600 Humboldt 
County Coastal Cleanup Day volunteers, we removed 
almost seven tons of trash and recyclables from 
our beaches, rivers, bay and estuaries! Statewide, 
Californians picked up a total of 800,000 pounds and 
internationally over 20 million pounds of debris were 
picked up by over 700,000 volunteers. 

Th is year the focus of Coastal Cleanup Day is 
the importance of putting a stop to pollution at the 
source. Th e plastic bag ban has brought emphasis to 
the need to address the source to stop plastic pollution. 
Manufacturers have direct control over what is put 
out into our environment. As consumers, we need to 
work together and show that we do not want our planet 
trashed. We can do this through local and statewide 
legislation. It is even more important now than ever to 
make our voices heard through actions such as CCD.

Th e NEC will again organize cleanups at more than 
60 sites throughout Humboldt County with hopes to 
double participation and clean even more trash off  
our beaches. Coordinating such a large event requires 
an immense amount of staff  time and community 
coordination. Th erefore, in addition to seeking site 
captains and volunteers, we’re also currently seeking 
fi nancial sponsorships to cover coordination costs. 
Contact Madison Peters at madison@yournec.org for 
information on sponsorships to fi t your budget.

How To Get Involved: 
Be a site captain! Site captains are the main 

points of contact for the cleanup teams at each site. If 
you would like to be a captain, choose a cleanup site 
on our website and sign up with the form link! 

Join a team! Choose the site you would like to 
help clean up, sign up with the link, and we will put 
you in contact with the site captain.

Sponsor Coastal Cleanup! Th is is a fantastic way 
to support local cleanup eff orts and publicize your 
business or organization as a friend to the ocean. Th e 
NEC has a number of sponsorship packages available 
and all include your logo on county-wide posters and 
recognition at a special Ocean Night event following 
Coastal Cleanup Day. Email madison@yournec.org  
to fi nd the support level right for you.

Stand together to put a stop to trash! If a 
product can’t be reused, repaired, rebuilt, refurbished, 
refi nished, resold, recycled or composted, then it should 
be restricted, redesigned or removed from production.

For more details, visit www.yournec.org/
coastalcleanup, email coastalcleanup@
yournec.org, or call us at 707-822-6918.

See you on Saturday, September 15!

For more details, visit 
www.yournec.org/coastalcleanup, 

email 
coastalcleanup@yournec.org 

or call us at 707-822-6918.

For more details, visit 
www.yournec.org/coastalcleanup, 

email 
coastalcleanup@yournec.org 

or call us at 707-822-6918.
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Haley Isaacson
Join us on September 15 at the North 

Country Fair where we will be hosting 
our annual All Species Parade! For over 
30 years, this event has celebrated the 
diversity of life, community, and creativity 
as part of the North Country Fair on the 
Arcata Plaza. Everyone is welcome to 
participate and be a part of the fun! Come 
dressed as the species of your choice to 
march and dance around the plaza with 
the band and others celebrating their 
favorite species. Meet at 12:30 p.m. behind 
the Tri-Counties Bank (697 8th St, Arcata) 
to get ready. Th e Parade starts at 1 p.m.!

Th e NEC has hosted the All Species 
Parade since 1979. To coincide with this 
year’s North Country Fair theme of Resilience, the theme 
of the parade will be: Resilient Species Bounce Back! In 
the modern world, many species have shown resilience 
in bouncing back from survival challenges. We can help 
resilient species bounce back in many ways: breeding species 
in captivity for release, removing invasive species, protecting 
habitat, banning dangerous chemicals, and much more. 

It takes many diff erent kinds of groups—federal, state, and 
local agencies and volunteer organizations—to make these 
eff orts eff ective. Your help is needed to encourage elected 

Endangered Art Show
Th e NEC also has a booth at the North Country 

Fair where we will be hosting the second Annual 
Endangered Art show! We are asking the public to 
submit pieces of art depicting their favorite species 
that need protection under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). Submitted art pieces will be shown in our 
booth at the North Country Fair, as well as posted on 
the NEC’s social media outlets and website. Art pieces 
can either be donated to the NEC or picked up at the 
NEC offi  ce after the Fair. Donated art pieces will be 
auctioned off  at the North Country Fair, the money 
from which will be used to send the art and a letter 
to representatives in Washington, D.C. detailing the 
importance of the Endangered Species Act.

Art can be in any medium. Flat  art should not 
exceed 8.5”X11” and three dimensional art should not 
exceed 12”X12”X12”. Art can be submitted with or 
without a frame. If the art comes without a frame, a 
protective sleeve will be used to prevent damage. To 

offi  cials to do the right thing to protect species and their 
habitats. Th e All Species Parade is an opportunity for 
the community to come together to celebrate life and 
species diversity, and recognize the interconnectedness 
that exists not only between people of this area, but also 
with all species with whom we share this space. 

Your participation helps make this event a success! 
Join us September 15, 2018 on the Arcata Plaza as your 
favorite species and don’t forget to bring your family 
and friends along as well. We hope to see you there!

participate, mail your artwork to the NEC at PO Box 
4259, Arcata, CA, 95518, or bring it into our offi  ce at 
415 I St. in Arcata by September 6, 2018. Include your 
art piece, name, age, and contact information with your 
submission. Artwork can be rejected for any reason.

Th e Endangered Species Act is vital to the 
preservation of hundreds of species on our planet. 
Some species protected by this act even reside in 
Humboldt County! Th ese include the western snowy 
plover, the tidewater goby and the Coho salmon. 
Th e Endangered Species Act has successfully saved 
many species since its enactment in 1973 including 
the bald eagle, California sea otter and the gray wolf. 
We need your support and artistry to help this act 
continue to be eff ective—without advocates for the 
ESA, it is in danger of being disbanded by the current 
administration. Help preserve our ecosystems and all 
of Earth’s inhabitants by participating in this years 
Endangered Art Show! 

Above: Girl with jellyfi sh umbrella from the 2011 All 
Species Parade. Photo: Mark Larson. Above right: Anne 
Maher and Madison Peters carry the NEC banner in the 
2016 Parade. Photo: NEC fi le. Below: Drawing of a kit fox 
for the 2017 Endangered Art Show by Miriam Hohl. 
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proprietary information, she said that they are aware 
of the current recycling crisis, and her facility has 
made arrangements to have its recyclables sent to 
international importers other than China.

“We want to send it to people who do the right 
thing with it,” Wise mentioned in an interview.

Humboldt Sanitation is another major company 
involved in our recycling system, providing recycling 
services to McKinleyville, Trinidad, Westhaven, 
Big Lagoon, and Orick, and pick up curbside from 
McKinleyville to Big Lagoon. Humboldt Waste 
Management Authority’s Eureka Recycling Center 
also accepts public recycling drop-off s from the 
surrounding area.

Both Humboldt Sanitation and Humboldt 
Waste Management Authority send their recyclable 
materials to Solid Waste of Willits—a processing 
facility that is owned and operated locally in 
Willits. From there, these recyclables are sorted and 
processed, and sold to various brokers in the U.S. 
who then sell the materials to foreign importers.

Some of these brokers include California-based 
sustainable waste solutions company Berg Mill Supply 
Co., Sweden-based international forest marketing/
sales company Ekman, Sacramento-based recycling 
buyer/seller Ming’s Recycling Corporation, and 
huge North American waste/environmental services 
corporation Waste Management, Inc.

Some of these companies are more 
environmentally focused than others, and prioritize 
sustainability as the main driver of their waste 
management work. Berg Mill Supply Co., for 
example, has a mission statement that centers 
around environmentalism and sustainability, 
and provides information on its website about 
the international locations to which it sends its 
recovered materials. 

Hannah Sargent

Following the introduction of a new policy 
in China earlier this year, much of the world is 
experiencing an extreme recycling crisis. As of 
January 1, China put a ban on foreign imports of 
various types of recyclable paper and plastic, and 
severely tightened the restrictions on the recyclable 
materials that they will accept. Th ose materials 
that they will still accept must now meet a strict 
0.5 percent contamination standard—which waste 
management organizations have stated is nearly 
impossible to achieve.

Th is poses a huge problem for recycling systems 
all around the world, as China was formerly the 
number one global importer of recyclable materials. 
Many waste management companies have scrambled 
to search for other importers to take their recyclable 
goods, and unfortunately in many places, recycling 
processes have been completely put on hold. 
According to an article in the New York Times, many 
small-scale recycling companies in Oregon and other 
western states have had to resort to dumping tons of 
recyclable materials into the landfi ll, as the foreign 
markets that previously absorbed their recyclables 
have largely closed up.

So how does this global recycling crisis aff ect 

Humboldt County, and 
what is happening to our 
recyclable materials after 
they leave our driveways? 

Th ere are a few local 
companies that collect 
our recyclable materials 
here in Humboldt County. 
Recology is the primary 
company involved in the 
collection of recyclables 
in the area, serving Arcata 
(including HSU), Fortuna, 
Rio Dell, Blue Lake, 
Ferndale, Garberville, 
Holmes, Redcrest, and 
Fieldbrook, in addition 
to Eureka and outlying 
communities. Recology 
Arcata also receives 
recyclables from Del 
Norte County, since it 
no longer has a recycling facility, as well as from 
Ashland, Oregon.

After collection, Recology ships recyclables to 
various international markets. While the General 
Manager of Recology Arcata, Linda Wise, stated 
that the names of the specifi c companies they sell to is 

This article was originally published on 
www.yournec.org.

Continued on page 9

What is Happening to Humboldt County’s Recyclables? 

Bales of plastic and aluminum recyclables at Recology’s Recycle Central Materials Recovery 
Facility (MRF) at Pier 96, San Francisco. Photo:  Walter Parenteau, Flickr CC.
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Tom Wheeler 
Executive Director, EPIC

A new wind farm is being proposed just south 
of Scotia along Monument Ridge. Th e project is 
near Bear River Ridge, the site of a proposed wind 
farm that generated considerable local opposition 
and was pulled by its developer, Shell WindEnergy, 
in 2012. Th e land in question is under private 
ownership, with a considerable portion owned by 
Humboldt Redwood Company and managed for 
timber production. Th e other portion is owned by a  
ranching family.

Th e number of turbines will number 
between 45-70, but their exact siting is still under 
development pending the Final Environmental 
Impact Report. According to the project developer, 
fi nal siting decisions will be made in response to 
survey information developed in conjunction with 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
to minimize adverse impacts to wildlife. 

Th e conventional three blade turbines would sit 
on steel towers affi  xed to concrete pads. Once fully 
built, the wind farm will be capable of producing 
up to 135 megawatts of electricity. Th is is just 
about enough juice to power all 63,017 households 
in Humboldt County. Humboldt’s current power 
source is Humboldt Bay Power Plant, which is 
powered by liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) and diesel 
and produces 163 megawatts of electricity capable of 
powering 125,000 homes. Terra-Gen is speaking with 
Humboldt’s local Community Choice Aggregate, the 
Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) to see if 
a Power Purchase Agreement—a contract between 
a power producer and a power purchaser—can be 
developed.

In addition to the wind turbines, the project 
would require other... 

lack of transparency throughout this process between 
HSU offi  cials, AMCAL developers, and the public.

Th ose in favor of the project, however, argue 
that Arcata desperately needs a project like this, 
that student homelessness is a signifi cant issue that 
the city needs to address, and that this is a unique 
opportunity for eff ective infi ll development within 
the city limits.

In the July 17 meeting, we heard many of these 
arguments presented again by public commenters, 
and it is clear that the local community has a strong 
interest in the outcome of this proposed project.

While the Council did not take an offi  cial vote 
in this latest meeting, council members did make 
signifi cant progress toward outlining the conditions 
that they would like to see in the fi nal project (if 
it is to be adopted). Th ey also gave AMCAL and 
HSU Housing offi  cials suggestions about how they 
can modify the project to better suit the needs 
of the community, including providing some 
sort of convenience store or market for the student 
residents, and allowing students with families to live 
at Th e Village with their children and partners.

Th ough some Council members still have 
reservations about the project in its current state, 
if the project can be altered to accommodate the 
existing concerns it seems likely that the Council will 
be willing to move forward with its development. Th e 
next public hearing on Th e Village is set for August 15 
at 6 p.m. at the City Hall Council Chamber (736 F Street 
in Arcata). Th e community will be eagerly awaiting a 
decision from the City Council about whether or not  
it’s willing to move forward with this project. 

New Land-Based 
Wind Farm Proposed 

Continued on page 20

Hannah Sargent

Th e Arcata City Council continued its 
deliberation on Th e Village student housing project 
during its July 17 meeting, the latest in a series of 
ongoing public hearings about the controversial 
development project.

Th e Village project would be a purpose-built 
student housing development proposed for the 
Sunset Neighborhood on St. Louis Road in Arcata, 
which would house roughly 600 Humboldt State 
University students. It was originally proposed in 
2016 by Los Angeles-based developing fi rm AMCAL, 
and has since undergone deliberation by both the 
City of Arcata Planning Commission and the City 
Council. Th e project is intended to help reduce the 
enormous student housing crisis facing Arcata, but 
some residents are concerned that this giant project 
is not the right fi t for the neighborhood.

Ever since its initial proposal, the project 
has gathered a great deal of public attention, and 
many members of the community have continued 
attending these public hearings to voice their 
opinions. In this time it has proven to be quite 
controversial, and many Arcata residents have 
been strongly opposed to the development project 
throughout the deliberation process.

Some of the concerns about the project that 
have been raised by community members include 
its major anticipated traffi  c impacts, the social and 
environmental eff ects of such a large concentration of 
students on the small surrounding neighborhood, and 

Deliberations Continue on Controversial 
Student Housing Project

Rendering of the Village project by AMCAL developers. More renderings and information available at 
https://www.amcalhousing.com/amcal/the-village-arcata.  

Terra-Gen wind farm in Tehachapi, CA. Photo: Jurriaan Persyn, 
Flickr.com CC. 

This article was originally published on 
www.yournec.org.
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establishment of tree plantations is referred to as 
“regeneration harvesting” within the “Light Intensity 
Timber Area.”
Targeting Great Gray Owl Nest Sites

In addition to abandoning the dry forest 
restoration principles, thought to thin small-
diameter trees and create more fi re resilient forests, 
BLM timber planners have turned their back on the 
safeguards for wildlife created habitat protection 
buff ers for species like the rare and magnifi cent great 
gray owl. Th e public forests surrounding Howard 
Prairie are a great gray owl hotspot and are essential 
as a primary “source population” for the species. 
Due to the importance of this habitat, previous BLM 
timber sales in the area had protected, rather than 
logged, known owl nesting sites. Th ose days are 
behind us.

Th rough the Griffi  n Half Moon sale, the BLM is 
targeting previously protected owl nesting sites for 
“regeneration.” You read that right, BLM timber planners 
know that the forest sites are occupied by a rare owl 
species that they had previously decided to protect, 
and have now decided that the habitat supporting 
their nesting sites should be removed. Th e Griffi  n Half 
Moon timber sale is the fi rst project we’ve seen under 
the BLM’s 2016 management plan that deliberately 
targets important wildlife habitat that the BLM 
previously protected. 

21st Annual Coho 
Confab Aug 24-26

Continued on page 19

George Sexton
Conservation Director, KS Wild

Th e headwater streams that 
feed the Klamath and Rogue Rivers 
come together east of Interstate 5 
in the Cascade Mountains at the 
Oregon and California border. Here 
is the convergence of ecosystems, 
with plants and wildlife from the 
Great Basin, Pacifi c Northwest 
ancient forests, and biologically rich 
Siskiyou Mountains all inhabiting 
this unique landscape. 

Th e recently released Griffi  n 
Half Moon timber sale from the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) would convert 
native forests into tree plantations. Located near 
Ashland, Oregon, Griffi  n Half Moon surrounds 
Howard Prairie Lake and is a stone’s throw from the 
Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. Proposed 
logging units on BLM-administered land (that is, 
land owned by you and me), represent a seismic shift 
in BLM logging practices.
A Clearcut by Any Other Name…

Th e term “clearcutting” is often forbidden among 
timber advocates. Th ey claim it is a thing of the 
past. But the truth is known to anyone who has 
ever climbed up or fl own over southern Oregon or 
northern California’s mountain peaks: too many of 
our watersheds are riddled with clearcuts. Millions 
of acres of native forests on both public and private 
lands have been slicked off  and converted into 
even-age timber plantations, designed to maximize 
economic profi ts. 

Having abandoned the small-diameter dry forest 
restoration thinning paradigm that showed such 
promise, BLM managers in Southwest Oregon are 
now rushing to get clearcut timber sales like Griffi  n 
Half Moon out the door. Th ey are under pressure 
from their superiors and their new boss, Trump’s 
Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, to get the cut out. 
But you’ll never see the word “clearcut” in their 
timber sale proposals. Instead, the removal of the 
170-year old forest canopy east of Howard Lake and  

BLM Targets Ancient Forests on Public 
Lands, Th reatening Owls

Birders on a KS Wild tour of the Griffi  n Half Moon timber sale planning area. 
Photo: Daniel Thiede, courtesy of KS Wild. 

Dana Stolzman
Executive Director, Salmonid Restoration Federation

Salmonid Restoration Federation (SRF) is 
coordinating the 21st Annual Coho Confab August 
24-26 in the pristine South Fork Smith River in Del 
Norte County. Th e Coho Confab is a fi eld symposium 
to learn about watershed restoration and techniques 
to restore and recover coho salmon populations. Th e 
Confab provides an ideal opportunity to network 
with other fi sh-centric people and to participate 
in fi eld tours that highlight innovative salmon 
restoration practices. Th is year, SRF is collaborating 
with several groups to produce this educational 
event including Smith River Alliance, the Yurok 
Tribe Fisheries Program, and Fiori GeoSciences.

Th e Coho Confab opens Friday evening, 
August 24 with a community dinner and keynote 
presentations. Geologist Michael Furniss will present 
Geology is Destiny, Why the Smith River is What 
it Is, pioneering engineer and heavy equipment 
operator Rocco Fiori will discuss habitat restoration 
in dynamic systems, and Marisa Parish of Smith River 
Alliance will present Scale, Biology, and Endurance: 
Using a Long-term Coho Salmon Monitoring Program 
to Advance Restoration Planning.

Saturday features a full-day tour of stream and 
valley fl oor restoration in Lower Klamath tributaries 
led by Rocco Fiori and Sarah Beesley of the Yurok Tribal 
Fisheries Program. Concurrent fi eld tours include a 
fi sh passage toolbox tour of fi sh crossing projects in 
tributaries to the Smith that utilize geomorphic and 
hydraulic approaches and solutions. Th ere will also be 
an afternoon underwater fi sh identifi cation workshop 
in the Lower Smith.

Th e Research to Restoration Open Forum will 
discuss how coho monitoring can inform priority 
restoration activities. Th is forum will include Justin 
Garwood, who oversees the coho salmon monitoring 
program in the Smith River; Julie Weeder, SONCC 
Coho Salmon Recovery Coordinator with NOAA 
Fisheries; Darren Mierau, North Coast Director 
of CalTrout; and Patty McCleary of Smith River 
Alliance. Evening festivities include a traditional 
salmon bake, campfi re, and music with river 
troubadour, Joanne Rand.

Sunday features two concurrent fi eld tours 
including Design, Permitting and Monitoring of 
Beaver Dam Analogues in Lower Klamath Tributaries 
led by the Yurok Tribal Fisheries Program. Th ere 
will also be a collaborative tour including Large 
Woody Debris (LWD) projects led by Dan Burgess 
of California State Parks, future fi sh passage projects 
with the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation and consulting 
engineer Travis James, and recently completed 
bridge projects by CalTrans.
To register for the Confab or to view the full agenda, 

please visit our website at www.calsalmon.org.

Adopt-A-Block
Help the NEC keep our streets clean and prevent debris from 

entering our stormdrains by adopting a block near you!
Contact us to sign up and get involved! 

707-822-6918  •  www.yournec.org/adoptablock
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Continued on page 19

Public Lands Outcry as Malheur Occupiers are Pardoned

Supporters of public lands on Public Lands Day 2016. Photo: Dan Sealy. 

Dan Sealy
Much of our public lands are open for private 

citizens—typically ranchers who may not have 
land of their own—to obtain leases or permits to 
graze cattle or other domestic livestock for their 
personal profi t. Th ese leases are completely legal 
and typically are extremely low-cost, but are issued 
with restrictions so they do not confl ict with the 
primary purpose of the lands, whether for forest 
management, wildlife habitat, public recreation, 
or protection of endangered species. In some 
instances conservationists have complained these 
permits are outdated and do not recognize the true 
value of the habitats which range from prairies to 
western forests—especially since cattle, sheep and 
other livestock are indiscriminate grazers and can 
devastate a natural landscape. 

Cliven Bundy and his family graze cattle on 
lands in Nevada on the Arizona border administered 
by the Bureau of Land Management.  In 2014, a 20-
year dispute over unpaid grazing fees—amounting 
to over a million dollars—resulted in a standoff  
between armed occupiers and federal agents as the 
federal government tried to round up Bundy’s cattle 
to remove them from public lands. 

In eastern Oregon, rancher Dwight Hammond 
ran cattle and harvested hay on over 26,000 acres of 
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, including prime 
wildlife habitat with wetlands. Hammond and his son 
were told their permit was revoked in 1994. Court 
testimony showed hunters witnessed the Hammonds 
killing a herd of deer and setting the refuge on fi re to 
cover their crime. Th eir nephew testifi ed he was told 
to “light the whole countryside on fi re.”  In another 
instance, they set a backfi re one night knowing there 
were fi refi ghters camped above them. Testimony was 
submitted showing the Hammonds and others had 
threatened to harm or kill the refuge manager, other 
refuge employees and their families. In 2012, the 
Hammonds were convicted of arson and served only 
a few months in jail. On appeal, that sentence was 
changed to several years. Th e Hammonds’ return 
to jail sparked outrage by the Bundys and those 
who supported their cause. Vigilantes took over 
Malheur Wildlife Refuge for 41 days in early 2016 
leading to a standoff  with one man dead and others 

Jim Steinberg, Mediator
19 South G Street
Arcata, CA 95521

707-476-0440
steinberg@humbodlt1.com

www.steinberg-mediator.com

Saturday, 1pm
All Species Parade with the 

Northcoast Environmental 
Center

Sunday, 1pm 
Samba Parade 

with Samba da Alegria

NO DOGS!
ZERO WASTE EVENT
PLEASE BRING A REUSEABLE CUP

in jail.  Th e Northcoast 
Environmental Center 
joined conservation 
organizations around 
the nation in rallies to 
support protection of 
our public lands. 

In January 2018, 
a federal judge 
dismissed all charges 
against the Bundys, 
declaring a mistrial. 
The judge criticized 
federal prosecutors for 
willful violations of defendants’ due process rights. 
Th e Bundys and followers were released from jail, 
and Cliven Bundy was quoted in the Guardian saying 
“We defi nitely don’t recognize [the BLM director’s] 
jurisdiction or authority, his arresting power or 
policing power in any way.”

On July 10, President Trump issued full pardons 
to the Hammonds, declaring “justice is overdue” 

for the pair whose imprisonment for arson sparked 
the 2016 occupation of Oregon’s Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge.

“Pardoning the Hammonds sends a dangerous 
message to America’s park rangers, wildland 
fi refi ghters, law enforcement offi  cers, and public 
lands managers,” said Jennifer Rokala, executive 
director of the Center for...



Aug/Sep 2018    EcoNewswww.yournec.org9

9

Waste Management, Inc. also claims a 
commitment to sustainability, and the company 
prides itself on being the top environmental solutions 
provider in North America.

Other companies, however, seem to be less 
environmentally-driven, and make it nearly 
impossible to uncover information about where their 
recovered materials ultimately end up. Ordinarily, 
many of these recyclable materials would’ve been 
sent to China, but brokers must now search for other 
markets as a result of their recent recycling ban.

Th e Recycling Coordinator at Solid Waste of 
Willits mentioned in an interview that she’s heard 
word of more of these brokers beginning to ship our 
recyclables to other countries across Southeast Asia 
to be processed instead, but was unable to provide 
many details on this point. 

She stated that ultimately, “the brokers are 
the ones who deal with sending it out to other 
countries,”—and these corporations do not provide 
the specifi c details of this information either.

After speaking to various waste management 
companies and local recycling experts, the bottom 
line seems to be that the recycling process is 
extremely complex and dynamic, especially in light 
of China’s recent recycling ban.

“Th e recycling process has been fl uid over the 
years,” explained Margaret Gainer, a Zero Waste 
Humboldt founder who has vast knowledge of the 
local recycling system. “It’s dependent on the global 
market, and a complex network of other factors.”

Even without the added pressures of this 
worldwide recycling market crisis, the process of 
recycling in Humboldt County can be diffi  cult, 
given the county’s rural location and lack of local 
processing and manufacturing facilities. Just 
transporting our recyclable materials out of the 
county and to the nearest brokers or processing 
plants in the Bay Area and Southern California can 
be expensive, and produces a signifi cant carbon 
footprint—which clearly isn’t an ideal outcome when 
the aim of recycling is sustainability.

Th e diffi  culty of these logistics—especially when 
coupled with a shrinking... 

into decisions such as decommissioning the Diablo 
Canyon and San Onofre nuclear power plants.

I then landed a position as Transportation 
Specialist at the RCEA. In the Advanced Fuels and 
Transportation Department, our goal is to transition 
our region to low-carbon transportation options. 
Among other activities, we manage a network of 
14 electric vehicle charging stations, plan for future 
hydrogen fueling stations, and dispel common EV 
(electric vehicle) myths by conducting ride-and-
drives as well as expos.

Transportation is responsible for about half the 
greenhouse gas emissions produced in Humboldt 
County, so transitioning as many vehicles as possible 
to zero-emissions technology is key to climate change 
mitigation. Governor Brown has set lofty goals for 
our state: 1.5 million zero-emissions vehicles (ZEVs) 
need to be on California roads by 2025, which equates 
to 3000 ZEVs by 2025 in Humboldt County. Today, we 
have 908 registered... 

nuclear plants!” Bob Rowen

Continued on page 20Continued on page 19

Gabriela Lara, Aisha Cissna,, and Heather Kenny are all smiles 
as they talk about electric vehicles at the 2018 Eureka Natural 
Foods Earth Day Celebration. Photo courtesy of Aisha Cissna. 

Former Legislative Intern  Aisha Cissna
Where are they now?

Aisha Cissna
During the 2014-2015 school year, I interned 

under Dan Sealy, Legislative Analyst for the NEC, 
from whom I learned how to navigate the wonderful, 
wiley web of our State and Federal bureaucracy. 

At the ripe age of 18, I was just becoming 
acquainted with the processes the Senate, House, 
and Assembly use to shape our lives here in 
California and across the country. In between 
Committee hearings in D.C., Dan introduced me to 
the nuanced world of lobbying and reading between 
the lines of polite dais debate. He showed me how 
to craft an eff ective policy brief and where to go to 
track the newest amendments to the Farm Bill, the 
Sportsman’s Heritage bill, DeFazio’s forestry bill, the 
PLANT Act, and the Water Resources Development 
bill—bills which shaped the world we live in today. 

Th e ability to connect the dots—between statute 
amendments, the political winds of our District and 
State elected offi  cials, and the world we will live in 
tomorrow—has served me well after leaving the 
NEC nest. I had the fortune of interning with several 
other environmental organizations during my 
studies at HSU, including EPIC, Greenfi re Law, and 
the Great Basin Institute. Th e thirst for volunteerism 
continued as I dove headfi rst into the CivicSpark 
Americorps program upon graduation, learning the 
ins and outs of Community Choice Aggregation at 
the Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) in 
Old Town Eureka. Community Choice Aggregation 
(also known as Community Choice Energy) can 
be summarized as “democracy for energy nerds.” 
RCEA develops and implements sustainable energy 
initiatives that reduce energy demand; increase energy 
effi  ciency; and advance the use of clean, effi  cient, and 
renewable resources available in the region.

During my service year with RCEA, I attended 
tabling events and delivered presentations explaining 
the merits of locally controlled electricity generation. 
I spent hours reading through the California Code 
of Regulations and learned how the California 
Public Utilities Commission controls electricity 
rates, approves the renewable energy content of 
our electricity mix, and incorporates public input 

5301 Boyd Rd., Arcata
Just off Giuntoli Lane at Hwy 299

www.almquistlumber.com
(707) 825-8880

Summer Sale On West Coast Hardwoods

YOUR SOURCE FOR
THE FINEST HARDWOODS &
WOOD WORKING SUPPLIESAll 

Wester n Har dwoo ds!
25% OFF

Even Low er  Pricing on  Selected Items

Recycling
Continued fr om page 5
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WINERY
VIOLET-GREEN

SYRAH  -  MERLOT
CABERNET FRANC

CABERNET SAUVIGNON
ULTRAVIOLET

Celebrating 16 years of making fine wines for our community
Locally Owned & Operated

707.445.8679    www.violetgreenwinery.com

Adopt-a-Beach
Be a part of our growing team of site captains 

and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean! 
Visit our website for more information 

and a list of available sites.
www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918

Madison Peters
Th e NEC has once again participated in taking 

the pledge to go plastic-free for the month of July! 
Plastic Free July is a monthlong environmental 
movement to eliminate disposable plastic items. 
It began in Australia and has caught on among 
environmental agencies and nonprofi ts around the 
globe. Over two million people worldwide have 
taken the pledge this year. 

Th e NEC staff  personally took on the challenge 
and invited local community members, businesses, 
and organizations to take the pledge as well. Going 
completely plastic-free is a seemingly impossible 
task in our throwaway society, but there are many 
ways to participate.

Businesses adopted an “ask fi rst” policy with 
their single-use disposables, which helps reduce 
unnecessary waste from entering the environment as 
well as encouraging their staff  to also refuse single-
use plastic. We would like to thank the businesses 
that participated: Zero Waste Humboldt, Cafe Brio, 
Arcata Co-op, Arcata Country Florist, Vista Del Mar, 
T’s North Cafe, Ramones, Mosgos, and Cafe Mokka. 

 Eight of the 10 most found items during the 
Northcoast Environmental Center’s 2017 Coastal 
Cleanup Day were plastic. Th e goal of Plastic Free 
July is to reduce the use of plastic at the source. 
Th e NEC held two beach cleanups during Plastic 
Free July—one sponsored by Cacti & Coconuts at 
Mad River Beach and the second by Zero Waste 
Humboldt at Samoa Power Poles Beach. Th e two 
cleanups pulled a combined estimated total of 1,000 
pounds in marine debris off  our beaches and out 
of the dunes. Th e top fi ve most found items were 
rusted nails, cigarette butts, broken glass, plastic 
bottles and plastic straws. 

 Anyone can take steps in their daily life toward 
going plastic-free or zero waste, such as using reusable 
bags or containers when shopping, or packing meals 
from home instead of getting carry-out. Next time 
you do eat out, ask for your drink to be served without 
a straw and bring your own container for leftovers. 
Th ere are many ways to make an impact in reducing 
waste—we just need to take the steps to do so.

Go Plastic-Free to 
Reduce Waste

Best in 
Show!

Friends of the Dunes

Sand 
Sculpture 
Festival
2018 

The Tale of 
the Plastic 

Whale

Team NEC: Shohei Morita, Madison Peters, Casey Cruikshank, Destiny Mancilla, Taylor 
Zenobia, and Megan Bunday (not pictured). Photo: Megan Bunday.
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on a downswing and that this downward momentum 
continued, with a few aberrations both up and 
down, for over 30 years. Th e return of abundance—a 
river visibly full of salmon—seemed for much of 
that time a distant dream. Until, that is, the past 
two years and especially this year: a Mattole salmon 
surveyor’s delight. 

“It was, propitiously, Freeman’s last year with us. 
Th e incredible body of work that started with the 
hatchbox program and those fi rst spawner surveys 
may have fi nally begun to pay off . (Note I say ‘may’—
our coho runs have not recovered and the rebuilding 
of the Chinook population is still at a fragile early 
stage.) Freeman’s quiet but hard-core belief in the 
power of inhabitants of a place, a watershed—in us—
to alter the course of history is turning out to have 
been of great consequence. What might have been 
another inevitable chronicle of decline and disrepair 
could turn out instead to be the fi rst chapter in a 
celebration of renewal and recovery. And we, people 
of the Mattole, have played the central role. Th ank 
you, Freeman, and farewell old friend.”

Ali Freedlund
Mattole Restoration Council

Editor’s Note: It is with a heavy heart that we 
posthumously recognize Freeman House, restorationist 
and author, as our Kin to the Earth. A longer version of 
this tribute was originally published in the summer 
2018  issue of the Mattole Watershed News.

Seldom do we meet those remarkable souls who 
so alter the foundations of our perspective that we 
dare refer to them as Teacher. Freeman House was 
certainly one of those souls. He realigned, in an 
elegant, delectable way, the lens we use to view the 
place we live. And it stuck. And it was far-reaching. 

Freeman emphasized the need to engage all 
peoples in their places to reweave what had become 
a tattered tapestry of the land. Th rough his writings, 
speech, and humble presence, Freeman carefully 
constructed a manner of living in relationship with 
forest, river, and meadow. He not only studied the 
earlier traditions of local tribal peoples, but he 
launched a new and familiar way of honoring and 
implementing the work that the earth tells us needs 
to be done. 

A longtime friend and restorationist, Bob 
Anderson, when asked what Freeman’s infl uence 
was, immediately replied, “Freeman’s gift was his 
ability to mainstream radical ideas.” Interesting that it 
was radical to muddle with spawning fi sh to increase 
their numbers or to negotiate the protection of an 
old-growth forest, or to out-slope rural ranch roads 
to decrease sediment, or to bring together disparate 
groups in a watershed alliance. But in looking back, 

Kin to the Earth:  Freeman House

Photo: Amanda Malachesky.

each one of these successes had been novel, 
and yes, radical for its time. Freeman knew 
that for true recovery to be sustained, it 
would take enlisting the people living in their 
watersheds to do the work, to take it on with 
gusto, and to align with the currents inherent 
in dynamic processes.

Freeman was an original founder of 
the Mattole Restoration Council (MRC) in 
1983 in order to bring all the groups that 
were working in isolation in one watershed 
together to discuss projects, priorities, and 
philosophies. Originally a 13-member council 
of groups, in 1998, under his direction, the 
MRC metamorphosed into an organization 
that implemented a myriad of projects. Any 
attempt to encapsulate the legacy he left our 
community would never be deep enough, 
hallowed enough, or complex enough—all 
traits which he embodied completely. So I 
turned to his friends.

Rondal Snodgrass, one of the original 
members of the Council and the founder 
of Sanctuary Forest, Inc., sent this off ering: 
“Along the Mattole there were Up River 
People and Down River People. Th e salmon 
migration connected these two elements 
of river culture. Freeman spoke of us as 
‘reinhabitors,’ showing us that we were planted 
here for higher purposes. I have been an Up 
River Person emblazoned by headwaters, the 
old growth forests and watered spawning-
ground streams. Freeman was a Down River 
Person, emblazoned with estuary, forest, 
prairie, and river mouth. Together with 
many, many others, we joined heart, mind and spirit 
to weave these elements together. Th is present time 
calls us to praise Freeman, an emblazoned elder 
for us all.”

David Simpson, a co-founder of the Mattole 
Salmon Group, writes: “In the fall of 1981, over 40 
residents of various parts of the Mattole, having been 
trained in the then-esoteric craft of salmon species 
and redd identifi cation, pulled on waders and spread 
out over the valley. It was the beginning of what was 
no doubt the fi rst systematic survey of the spawners 
of an entire watershed to be conducted exclusively 
by residents of that watershed.

“It’s hard to recollect today that, back in 1981, 
these were far-out ideas and audacious acts. Even 
referring to the Mattole as a ‘watershed’ was new 
and mildly wonkish, but turning over the abstruse 
work of gathering accurate biological data that could 
help a wild species survive to a bunch of backwoods 
yokels like us? Th at was outright radical.

“Looking back, it’s reasonable to presume that 
when we started out, we had caught the salmon runs 

Photo courtesy of Mattole Restoration Council. 
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Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary. 
These are our famous, rain-or-shine, docent-led fi eld trips 
at the Marsh. Bring your binoculars and have a great 
morning birding! Meet in the parking lot at the end of 
South I Street (Klopp Lake) in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips 
end around 11 a.m. August 4: Max Brodie; August 11: 
Jude Power; August 18: Cindy Moyer; August 25: Carol 
Wilson .

For some of our more far-reaching trips we would like 
to suggest donating gas money to drivers on fi eld trips. 
A good rule of thumb is $5 per ½ hour drive time to 
fi eld trip destination.

Saturday, August 11: Willow Creek. Meet at Studio 299 
(75 The Terrace, Willow Creek) starting at 9 a.m. We will 
depart promptly at 9:30 for our destination; carpooling 
available. Walks generally run 2-3 hours. All ages, abilities 
and interest levels welcome! Contact Birgitte Elbek (707-
267-4140) for more information. 

Sunday, August 12: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge. This is a wonderful 2- to 3-hour trip for people 
wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt Bay area. It 
takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on enjoying the birds! 

Beginners are more than welcome. Meet at the Refuge 
Visitor Center at 9 a.m. Call Jude Power (707-822-
3613) for more information.

Saturday, August 18: Twilight Walk. This evening 
experience is especially for young people (or young at 
heart)! Come out to watch the light fade and wildlife 
get ready for night. Meet on 2nd St. next to Target in 
Eureka at 7:30 p.m. Dress warmly. Walk ends at 8:30 
p.m. Contact Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Eureka Waterfront walks are on vacation until 
September. See September 16.

Saturday, August 25: Blue Lake. Meet at the parking 
pull-out just south of the Mad River bridge on Hatchery 
Rd. at 9 a.m. We’ll bird in the riparian cottonwoods and 
then drive to the hatchery. Contact Alexa DeJoannis at 
202-288-5174.

Friday, August 31: Twilight Walk. This evening 
experience is especially for young people (or young at 
heart)! Come out to watch the light fade and wildlife 
get ready for night. Meet at the parking lot at the end of 

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM: FRIDAY, SEPT 14 

Doors open at 7 p.m. Come early to share your rare-bird stories!  Programs 
start at 7:30 p.m. at Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Road, Arcata.

Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee, and come fragrance-free.

Long before European scientists set foot in North America, 
Indigenous Peoples had already been gathering information 
about their environment for millennia. Only recently has the 
western scientifi c community begun to acknowledge the value 
and legitimacy of this Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
(TEK). While TEK is increasingly being incorporated into the 
fi eld of wildlife conservation, understanding of what TEK is and 
whether it is science remains controversial.  Dr. Seafha Ramos 
will discuss her work meshing TEK and wildlife conservation, 
and talk about how wildlife biologists can develop culturally 
sensitive approaches to their research. Dr. Ramos is Yurok (tribal 
member) and Karuk, and a Research Associate and Lecturer in 
the Wildlife Department at Humboldt State University. She is also 
a participant in the Yurok Tribe’s Kee Laa-yo-lue-mehl Teacher 
Candidate program, intended to continue the revitalization of the 
Yurok language as a component of TEK.

Traditional Ecological Knowledge 
Research in Wildlife Conservation 

  
 Come Visit With Friends at Our

Summer Picnic!
All are welcome at

Sequoia Park Picnic Area
3550 W St. in Eureka
September 9, 3-6 p.m.
please bring a dish to share;

lemonade provided
Consider bringing reusable utensils

for your party.

South I St. at the Arcata Marsh at 7 p.m. Dress warmly. 
Walk ends at 8 p.m. Contact Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-
5174).

Saturday, September 8: Willow Creek. See August 11.

Sunday, September 9: Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge. See August 12.

Sunday, September 16: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 
a.m. at the foot of W. Del Norte St., where we will scope 
for birds off the public dock until everyone assembles. 
We will then drive to the Hikshari Trail at Truesdale 
Street and bird along the trail to the Elk River Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Contact Ralph Bucher (707-499-1247; 
thebook@reninet.com).

Saturday, September 22: Twilight Walk. This evening 
experience is especially for young people (or young at 
heart)! Come out to watch the light fade and wildlife get 
ready for night. Meet at 2nd St. next to Target parking lot 
in Eureka at 6:30 p.m. Dress warmly. Walk ends at 8 p.m. 
Contact Alexa DeJoannis (202-288-5174).

Saturday, September 29: Blue Lake. See August 25.

SUMMER PICNIC: SUNDAY, SEPT 9

Share your best birding story of the summer! 
We’d love to see you, neighbor!

Contact board@rras.org for more info

Yurok girl’s ceremonial regalia 
(muencherhl in Yurok)

© Seafha Ramos
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Thinking of Joining the 
National Audubon Society?

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in your 
membership on this form, rather than replying to solicita-
tions from National Audubon, $20 is sent directly to RRAS. 
This is how NAS rewards local chapters for recruiting
national members. (Otherwise, the RRAS dues share per 
new member is only a couple of dollars.) Thank you.

Chapter Membership Application
Yes, I’d like to join.
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon 
Society and of my local chapter. Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below.
My check for $20 is enclosed. (Introductory offer)
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________________________________
STATE_________ZIP_________________________________
email _____________________________________________
Local Chapter Code:  C24   
Please make checks to the National Audubon Society.

Send this application and your check to:
 National Audubon Society
 P.O. Box 422250
 Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

           ----------LOCAL CHAPTER----------      
REDWOOD REGION AUDUBON SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 1054, EUREKA, CA 95502

By Hal Genger

President’s Column
By Alexa DeJoannis
Once again, the clamor of birdsong begins to decline from 
its spring peak, and I am looking forward to the appearance 
of migrant birds in our area. There are already a variety 
of shorebirds in our local wetlands, and according to 
past sightings (another handy purpose for eBird), we’ll 
be seeing many migrating songbirds stopping over in our 
thickets from the end of summer through the fall.
 I’d like to invite nature-lovers of all stripes 
to our picnic social at Sequoia Park picnic area (3550 
W St in Eureka) on September 9 from 3-6 p.m. A large 
organization like RRAS and its sister organizations under 

In 2018, we now have more ways than ever before to 
share bird news. Long gone are the phone-tree days. 
Today, we have phone, email, and web-based (internet) 
sites like eBird.org and facebook.com. In this overview, 
I will give a brief synopsis of the best ways to direct 
messages to your fellow fanatical bird fiends on this side 
of the redwood curtain and beyond. If you want to keep 
up with the bird news, it is probably best to cast your net 
as wide as possible and check them all. 
 The premier way is our birders’ voicemail 
system. It is sometimes called the Northwest California 
Bird Alert or, by many, simply the “Bird Box.” For those 
of us who birdwatch with a phone at hand, this mode of 
reporting is probably the preferred option because an 
unlimited number of folks can be notified in an instant 
with a simple call. All this can be done with barely taking 
your eyes off the bird. The way it works is an observer 
leaves a message at 7078225666. Upon hanging up, the 
answering machine emails the audio file to a Google 
Groups Listserv. The list server then emails that audio file 
to all subscribers. If you have an iPhone, you can set your 
phone to ding by designating the sender’s email address 
as a VIP. You can then listen to the audio message without 
calling the alert. If you are hyper-concerned with getting 
messages ASAP, sign up to the Listserv with an iCloud 
email account and your messages will get pushed to your 
phone within, like, thirty seconds. If you have a different 
email provider you must wait for your email app to fetch 
messages, which may take up to fifteen minutes. Things 
likely work similarly if you have an Android or Windows 
phone, but I have no experience with either of them. 
 The NWCalbirds Listserv (https://groups.io/g/
NWCALBIRD) can be equally as quick, but you need to 
take your eyes off the bird to compose the message. But 
an added benefit for those with smartphones is that it’s 
easy to drop a pin to direct people to your location. You 

can also add a photo for a multimedia experience.
 One can subscribe to several flavors of eBird.
org alerts, which arrive either hourly or daily. You can 
get these alerts online or in your email inbox. If you are 
concerned with “rare” birds, select Humboldt and/or Del 
Norte Counties. Additionally, you can also get custom-
tailored emails called Needs Alerts. eBird.org, in knowing 
your life and year lists, will only send you notification of 
your needs either by life list or by calendar year for the 
states or counties you are concerned about. While not as 
expeditious as options 1 or 2, it is an excellent way to 
spread news of birds that are not quite as urgent. You’ll 
need to create an account on the website to use this feature 
of eBird.org, but an account opens up a whole universe 
of information that will keep you giddy for years. In 
addition to the hourly or daily alerts mentioned; you can 
also follow the Recent Visits pages for Humboldt and Del 
Norte Counties. These pages allow you to see who else is 
submitting checklists in an area of interest. 
 I know that there has been a proliferation of 
Facebook pages to disseminate bird news. If you happen 
to use Messenger app on your phone or computer, there is 
a group chat that has been going on for a couple of years 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/BirdingCalifornia/). 
Ask around about it. It’s likely that a friend can invite 
you to it. Alternately, get ahold of me at 7076338833@
gmail.com and I’ll sign you up. This Facebook page goes 
further afield from NW California, but occasionally there 
are local birds that appear on it. 
 [Editor’s note: the RRAS Board of Directors is 
considering eliminating the Bird Box (mentioned in the 
second paragraph above), the cost of which is wholly 
borne by RRAS currently. With the proliferation of web-
based communication, the Bird Box has started to appear 
outdated, and we feel that our money might be better 
spent elsewhere. If you have an opinion about the Bird 
Box, we want to hear it. Email board@rras.org.]

Keeping in Touch
with the Local Birding Community

By Elias Elias

the NEC umbrella benefit from frequent meetings among 
their members. This is a great time to touch base with 
friends in the community!
 Speaking of the community, RRAS plans to 
invite birders from our neighboring Audubon chapters 
in Northern California for a birding weekend this fall. 
Perhaps some members would be interested in hosting 
visitors from further afield at their homes. If so, please 
contact the Board of Directors at board@rras.org, and 
watch for the trip announcement in the next issue. 
 

Birding From the Mad River Bridge in Blue Lake

© Alexa DeJoannis
What Duck Is This?

[Answer is on last page.]



by Alexa DeJoannis

For the second year in a row 
Rob Fowler and I led a July 
trip to the nearest higher-
elevation area along Forest 
Route 1 (Titlow Hill Road) 
to look for butterfl ies and 
birds. Being mid-summer 
and with the leisurely (for 
birders) starting time of 9 
a.m., butterfl ies were the 
focus more than birds, and we 
were not disappointed. With 
a group of 27, we left Arcata 
for Berry Summit, where we 
were treated to Washington 
lilies in bloom, and an abundance of Common Wood-
nymph butterfl ies. We drove south and uphill to the 
base of Horse Mountain, then along Route 1 to Forest 
Route 5N10, where we checked out a couple seeps and 
areas with good blooms of butterfl y nectar and larval 
host plants, including buckwheats, coyote mint, and 
dogbane. We were rewarded by a diverse abundance of 
lovely butterfl ies, including Gorgon Coppers, Nelson’s 
and Golden Hairstreaks, Mylitta Crescent, Pacifi c Dotted 
Blue, California Sister, Lorquin’s Admiral, and various 
fritillaries. The latter are notoriously hard to identify to 
species, but with the help of a net and viewing jar, we 
tentatively identifi ed Hydaspe, Zerene, and Great Basin 
Fritillaries.
 It was a hot day, and we stopped in a shady 
spot for lunch along Friday Ridge Road, where new 
butterfl y (and plant) species awaited us, including 

The butterfl y trip made for an 
exciting and colorful day. Not only 
were the butterfl ies exquisite, but 
the show put on by all of the guides: 
expertise, whirling-dervish butterfl y-
catching, ensconcing of butterfl ies 
in glass jars so their every dot and 
hairstreak could be observed, and 
general good feeling made for a 
beautiful day at Horse Mountain. 
Don’t miss it next year!

- Jean Santi

Clodius Parnassians, Variable Checkerspots, Pine Whites 
fl uttering high among the conifers, and monument plant 
(a very tall gentian with greenish fl owers). Pete Haggard 
showed us a very cool Bumblebee Moth, which mimics 
bumblebees; this mimicry apparently deters some would-
be predators, who think it packs a sting! Our last set 
of stops were on the north slope of Grouse Mountain, 
where we checked out a seep and a patch of the 
relatively uncommon Arrowleaf Buckwheat (Eriogonum 
compositum) that Pete knew about, which is a butterfl y 
magnet when in bloom. Among the treats here were 
several blues attracted to roadside seeps (Boisduval’s 
Blue, Anna’s Blue, Silvery Blue, and Acmon/Lupine 
Blue), various swallowtails, and Variable Checkerspot 
caterpillars feeding on penstemon. Another treat here was 
the Disguised Wood-nymph that Tony Kurz found. This 
recently described species is known from relatively few 

Butterflies Galore, from Horse Mountain to Grouse Mountain
Article By Gary Falxa; Photos by Alexa DeJoannis

Clodius Parnassian on buckwheat fl owers
 © Pete Haggard

A view from Grouse Mountain

Elegant Sheep Moth

Disguised Wood-nymph

Pale Swallowtail on Columbia Lily

Nelson’s Cedar Hairstreak on Incense-Cedar
 © Pete Haggard

Phantom Orchid

Gorgon Copper
on buckwheat fl owers

Snowberry Clearwing Moth

locations, and this appears to be a new site (it has been 
found 5-6 miles north). In total, the group recorded 32 
species of butterfl ies!
 While butterfl ies were the main quarry for this 
trip, Rob and others recorded 22 bird species on their eBird 
list. Thanks to all the participants for their good spirits 
in the face of high temperatures and potholes and other 
road hazards. Rob and I were fortunate to have a wealth 
of butterfl y and bug experts along, who enthusiastically 
shared their knowledge; they included Pete and Judy 
Haggard, Tony Kurz, and Laurie Lawrence.

 [Editor’s Note: For those readers interested in 
learning more about the butterfl ies and moths mentioned 
in Gary’s account, we found the book Insects of the 
Pacifi c Northwest by Peter Haggard and Judy Haggard 
(yes, the authors were with us!) very helpful.]

A fritillary on Bitter Dogbane



Recent Rarities
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[Ken’s birding story began in the 2018 April/May issue 
with the following introduction. Here we continue with 
the last four of his target birds.]

In February, being between jobs, I took an 
extended road-trip to the other end of the state. The trip 
was primarily social in nature, but I had a list of six 
target birds to see along the way. All six were potential 
“state” birds: that is, birds I’d never seen or heard in 
California. Each has its own story, and I thought it might 
be entertaining and informative to share these stories with 
you.

*********
 I drove to San Diego to try for a Greater Pewee 
discovered and initially misidentified as a Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher (even though it’s 45% bigger!) in Balboa Park 
on December 5. Expert birder  Paul Lehman  coincidentally 

found and correctly IDed it two days later; such are the 
vagaries of birding! Greater Pewee normally occurs from 
Arizona to Nicaragua. The bird had been frequenting an 
area of exotic trees in a heavily used part of the park. 
Envision a busy, urban park on a Saturday afternoon 
almost directly under the flight path into the airport – 

A Trip to Southern California (concluded)
By Ken Burton

not the most Zen of birding experiences! 
I wandered around for two hours without 
success, feeling, not for the first or last time, 
a bit out of place amongst the strollers, 
joggers, dog-walkers, and transients, not 
one of whom even asked what the hell I was 
doing. (I was the only one doing it.)  I did 
turn up a female Summer Tanager, which 
was an OK consolation prize, though one 
that I learned had been found before.
 Cutting my losses, I decided to try 
for bird #4 and return to the park later. #4 
was Nazca Booby, a species split recently 
from Masked Booby and best distinguished 
by its orange bill; it breeds in Mexico 
and Ecuador and has been showing up 
increasingly in California, even as far north 
as Marin County. There were at least five 
at once in San Diego Bay last year and two 
adults were still there in February. Short of 
procuring a boat, most observers had had to 
settle for very distant views from Coronado 
Island, so I knew some serious scoping was in store. It 
took me surprisingly little time to spot the large, white, 
black-winged birds roosting on a buoy about a mile away 
with a Western Gull for comparison. Although I was 
confident they were the Nazcas, I couldn’t make out bill 
color without collapsing my tripod and hunkering down 
out of the wind so I could crank up the magnification. 
This was the only life bird of my trip; coincidentally, 
my previous lifer was also a booby. I digiscoped some 
photos and video, but they’re so lousy that I’m not going 
to subject you to them; you’ll have to look elsewhere if 
you want to see what a Nazca Booby looks like.
 Feeling pretty pleased with myself and with at 
least an hour of daylight left, I headed back to Balboa 
Park for another stab at the pewee. The crowds had 
thinned considerably by then and within five minutes I 
heard the bird calling in a small tree, sounding quite like a 
robin. I was fortunate that it was fairly low, since the light 
level was, too. As dusk fell, I left the bird chirping away 
in its tree, bringing a very successful day to a close.
 The next morning found me searching for an 
adult Harris’s Hawk on the outskirts of Ramona, a small 
ranching town northeast of San Diego. This bird had been 
found on the Escondido Christmas Bird Count in late 
December. One of the world’s most beautiful raptors (in 
my opinion), this species breeds from Arizona and Baja 
California south and east. Out-of-range Harris’s Hawks 
are always problematic, since the species is popular with 
falconers, but San Diego County is well within its normal 
abnormal range and this bird’s wild origin isn’t being 
questioned. As I was looking for the hawk I kicked up a 
Clay-colored Sparrow that no one had reported, and while 
photographing it I heard the telltale scream of the hawk. 
Really, you haven’t lived until you’ve heard a Harris’s 

Hawk scream. I looked up in time to see it perched in a 
nearby tree just before it decided to fly away out of sight. 
Another birder whom I hadn’t even noticed was there got 
some really nice photos; I sure didn’t.
 My last target bird was Neotropic Cormorant, 
a species that has been expanding its range northward 
from Mexico and is now established in small numbers 
in the Imperial Valley and has been recorded as far north 
as Monterey County. This target differed from my others 
in that there were numerous locations from which to 
choose, and I decided to start at the southernmost, a site 
called the Shank Road Wetland, part of the Alamo River 
Wetlands Project near Brawley, where a single bird had 
been reported recently. The hardest part of this adventure 
proved to be finding the location. I had been using an 
app called BirdsEye, which is linked to eBird and Google 
Maps, to navigate; in this case, it led me somewhat astray 
because the access road is unmapped and the app took 
me to the wrong side of the river and then apparently 
expected me to swim across! [It was while trying to sort 
this out that I received a call from Gary Bloomfield, who 
had no idea I was out of town, to inform me of the Black-
tailed Gull that Lucas Brug had just found in Crescent 
City; ironically, I wound up seeing that bird before Gary 
did!] Eventually I spied the wetland across the river and 
used my phone to figure out how to get there. Sometimes I 
try to remember how we did these things in the age before 
GPS and smartphones. Anyway, once there, I spotted the 
bird (perched on a snag too far away for decent photos) 
instantly and my mission came to an abrupt and satisfying 
end. Six for six, with only one having given me any real 
trouble and five of them in a single weekend!

Juvenile Bell’s Sparrow at Saddle Mountain 

area, © Max Brodie, July 21, 2018

Harris’s Hawk © Tito Gonzalez

Greater Pewee © Ken Burton

Red-eyed Vireo at Arcata Marsh, © Gary Bloomfield, 
June 8, 2018, first found by Mark Colwell

Summer Tanager in Arcata, © Ian Gledhill, 

July 22, 2018

What That Duck Is:
Wood Duck,  Oxidation Ponds, Arcata Marsh

© Alexa DeJoannis, June 26, 2018



EcoNews   Aug/Sep 2018 www.yournec.org 12

Endangered Species
Now for the bad news—really bad news. 

Endangered species are going to need all the support 
they can get this year.  Along with the continuing 
barrage of amendments and riders on bills designed 
to chip away at the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
Senator Barasso (R-WY) is now leading a bold, direct 
attack on the ESA.  Sen. Barasso held a hearing in July 
to discuss a bill he intends to push that would cripple 
the foundations of the Act itself.  Th ough Barasso 
has adopted an environmentally friendly title for 
his bill, conservationists have already dubbed it the 
“Eliminating Species Act.”    

“Th is attempt to eviscerate key provisions of 
the Endangered Species Act is a blatant giveaway 
to industry, and not a genuine eff ort to improve 
species preservation. Th e changes proposed in this 
bill would expose an increasing number of species 
to extinction,” said Cathy Liss, president of Animal 
Welfare Institute.   

In a move similar to other end-runs to federal 
regulations, Barroso’s bill would reassign endangered 
species enforcement and decision-making to states. 
Although the concept sounds benign, the result 
would put many species at great risk.  Industry 
and developer infl uence is often greatest at the 
local level and the integrity of the Act’s purpose is 
diluted by “foxes guarding the henhouse.” Species 
under ESA stewardship do not recognize state 
boundaries. Primary responsibility is with the 
federal government. 

Barroso’s bill would also reduce the use of the 
best available science, which is the critical element in 
determining species status, habitat requirements, and 
measures required to assist imperiled species. Why 
does Congress keep attacking a bill which has been 
successful at protecting 99% of the listed species? 
Because the Act recognizes the need to monitor and 
protect both the species and their habitat on private as 
well as public lands. As development of private lands 
pushes further out to rural and outlands, species are 
crowded out of their homes. An example: Congress 
is proposing a rule that would limit habitat for the 
15 remaining wild red wolves to a tiny area of North 
Carolina and allow any wolves that wander beyond 
the wildlife refuge to be killed. 

In related news, if Judge Brett Kavanaugh is 
appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court as expected, the 
courts may align more with property rights groups. 
He has a reputation for narrow interpretations 
of federal law...

Good News
Sometimes when competent staff  members of 

government agencies are fi red for political reasons, 
they come out winners.  When President Trump’s 
appointee, Scott Pruitt, arrived at the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), his reputation as a lawyer 
from Oklahoma who sued the EPA proceeded 
him.  He made it clear his goal for the EPA was to 
remove regulatory hurdles under EPA purview that 
protect Americans from environmental pollution. 
EPA staff  who had worked to assure success with 
the EPA’s primary mission of protecting public 
and environmental health were pushed aside and 
resigned or were fi red. Some of those staff ers are 
fi ghting back by establishing the “Environmental 
Protection Network” (EPN). 

Th e stated mission is “…to preserve and advance 
the nation’s bipartisan legacy of progress towards 
clean air, water, and land, and climate protection for 
all Americans.” Th e board is made up of former EPA 
staff  and associates, and President of the Board is Ruth 
Greenspan Bell. Th is month, as Scott Pruitt resigned 
from the EPA in disgrace, the EPN Board announced 
the selection of Michelle Roos as the organization’s 
new Executive Director. “All in all, EPN is helping to 
answer the call for objective analysis, scientifi c rigor 
and facts about the environment and the EPA,” when 
all of these are under siege,” wrote Ms. Roos. 

You can learn more about the Environmental 
Protection Network on their website:  https://www.
environmentalprotectionnetwork.org.

More Positive News 
Th is summer the Endangered Species Coalition 

(ESC) is launching “Get out the Vote,” a non-partisan 
campaign to educate voters on the importance of 
voting for representatives who support protection of 
Endangered Species. Th ere will be designated days 
organized for visiting district offi  ces of members of 
Congress during the August Recess, as well as alerts 
for news about elections and events. Th e goal is to 
register and educate voters before the November 2018 
elections. Th e NEC is an active, longtime member of 
the Coalition and will be sharing some of the alerts and 
encouraging citizens to engage in this opportunity for 
positive change. You can read more on the ESC website 
here: http://www.endangered.org/vote.

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst 

Continued on page 20
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference

Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501
1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us
2nd District - Estelle Fennell
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efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us
3rd District - Mike Wilson
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mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us
4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us
5th District - Ryan Sundberg
707-476-2395
rsundberg@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein 
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm
U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huff man
https://huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor
Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
https://www.gov.ca.gov
Governor Edmund G. Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
Look up California state legislators here: 
http://fi ndyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list? 
www.usa.gov/elected-officials



Aug/Sep 2018    EcoNewswww.yournec.org13

Colin Fiske
Arcata’s Plaza is the heart of the city, the central 

square from which the town radiates. But despite 
its prominent role, it needs a pick-me-up. Outside 
of farmers’ markets and special events, the Plaza 
lacks élan—the verve and vivacity that makes a place 
a destination. 

In the December/January edition of EcoNews, 
the Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities (CRTP) laid out our ideas for a “Living 
Plaza”—an update to refl ect our modern needs and 
uses. Imagine a Plaza with a public arts venue that 
hosted concerts and plays. Imagine a Plaza with 
playgrounds and arts expos. Imagine a Plaza with 
a community garden, or expanded outdoor dining 
and retail vending, or a bustling foot cart scene. To 
make room for new improvements like these, the 
Coalition is proposing to close 8th and 9th Streets to 
cars to create a pedestrian mall.

To encourage even more pedestrian use and 
to improve safety, the Coalition is also proposing 
to put G and H Streets on a “road diet,” reducing 
the speed limit and allowing free pedestrian access 
while preserving parking. By reorienting the Plaza 
to be more pedestrian-friendly, we can increase the 
number of trips made by foot or bike. People are 
already using cars less and less. According to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, 51 percent of trips to Arcata’s 

Moving Toward a People-Friendly Plaza

Cars block views and access between sidewalks and businesses around the Plaza and the main 
public square, interfering with the successful civic, economic, and environmental functioning of 

the public space. Photo: CRTP.

downtown are by car, down from 60 percent in 2000. 
If we provide the opportunity for safe travel by foot 
or bike, studies have shown that more people will 
choose to utilize these methods. And a bonus for 
Plaza businesses: studies have also shown that people 
on foot or bikes spend as much or more money than 
their car-driving brethren. 

In December, we submitted a letter to the Arcata 
City Council along with dozens of other businesses, 
organizations and individuals proposing these ideas 
for the Plaza. In response to our proposals and eff orts 
concerning the Plaza, and other recent events, the 
City Council is now convening a Plaza Improvement 
Task Force to evaluate these ideas (and others) 

and recommend 
potential changes 
to the City Council 
on projects and 
programs that would 
improve the Plaza. 
Th e Coalition has 
applied to sit as an 
“at large” member of 
the Task Force.

Does helping 
to shape the Plaza’s 
future excite you? 
The Coalition for 
R e s p o n s i b l e 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Priorites is your 
g r a s s r o o t s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

advocacy group. We promote solutions that 
get people out of their cars by advocating for 
healthy, community-building, economy-boosting, 
environmentally friendly transportation projects, 
exemplifi ed by bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 
At www.transportationpriorities.org, you’ll find 
much more detail on our Plaza proposals and other 
projects, and you can sign up to receive occasional 
email updates and action alerts. 

While you’re at our website, sign up for our 
weekly North Coast transportation news roundup, 
Th e Collector. Th e Collector is fun and informative, 
and you’ll often fi nd important stories that no other 
news outlet is reporting!

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 

Don’t just get frustrated or angry with 
what is going on in Washington. 

Join the NEC’s Conservation Action 
Committee!  

Joining is easy, just send an email to 
Dan.Sealy@yournec.org 

to have your name and email added to the 
action list members. 

We have hosted Teach-Ins and attended 
Town Halls. Join us for letter-writing events, 
meetings, rallies and teach-ins plus some 

plans to use Arts to Save the Planet.   
Watch our website for updates!

www.yournec.org 

Make Sure Your Voice is 
Heard and Effective
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Zero Waste Humboldt 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Anne Maher
Th ere’s been plenty of news regarding Zero 

Waste recently: from the recycling crisis (see page 
5) to Plastic Free July (see page 10)—it’s been on the 
public’s mind. Th is leaves us with plenty of questions, 
especially wondering what more we can do. Luckily 
there are a lot of opportunities to get involved.

Zero Waste Humboldt co-hosted a Plastic Free 
July cleanup with the Northcoast Environmental 
Center. On July 25, Samoa Beach was cleaned of 
plastics and other pollutants thanks to the help of 
volunteers. Cleanups such as this not only clean 
our coasts, they are a stark reminder of where our 
plastics end up, and the habitats they are impacting. 
It is important to continue to clean up debris from 
these places while also making every eff ort to 
reduce the amount of plastics and other waste from 
polluting our environment to begin with. 

Th e Zero Waste Path workshop followed on 
August 3, organized by local Zero Waste trainers 
and supported by Zero Waste Humboldt. Th e 
workshop sought to educate Humboldt County 
business owners about Zero Waste methods for 
their business—including reducing waste and 
operating costs, tracking waste, employee training, 
reuse, composting, and more. 

Finally, as the North Country Fair approaches, 
Zero Waste Humboldt encourages locals to assist 

Creating a Zero Waste Community

Arcata Mayor Sofi a Pereira volunteered for Zero Waste at the North Country Fair, 2017. 
Photo courtesy of Zero Waste Humboldt. 

waste management 
for the fair or other 
upcoming festivals. 
Th e North Country 
Fair welcomes 
thousands to the 
Arcata plaza, and 
that can mean a lot 
of waste. Th e event 
strives to produce 
the least amount 
of waste possible 
and emphasizes 
proper sorting of 
trash, compost, 
and recylables. 
Would you like 
to help? Do your 
part to minimize 
waste and educate 
others this year! 
As always, Zero Waste 
Humboldt will be found 
at our booth, so be sure to reach out to us. 

Events, festivals, and workshops allow the 
community to become involved in the Zero 

Waste issue. Th ey bring us together while educating 
on the impact of waste in our lives and local 
environment. Waste can be a complex issue – it’s 
important to work through it as a community, and 
continue learning from those who are experienced on 
the topic. We hope to see more workshops, cleanups, 
and events in the future, and hope to work with you to 
continue to create a Zero Waste Humboldt. 

Is environmental 

news important 

to you? 

            

Contact

nec@yournec.org

Keeping the North Coast and 

Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion informed 

about environmental issues since 1971

Become a Sponsor 

TODAY!

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Invest in the Future

Join the NEC’s Monthly 
Giving Program

For more information, call us 
at 707-822-6918
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New Focus for Humboldt Bay Tours Program 
Jennifer Kalt, Director

Since 2005, Humboldt Baykeeper has 
off ered free bay tours for the general public. 
Over the years, more than 7,500 people 
have enjoyed docent-led tours aboard our 
Boston Whaler, the Harbor District’s fi re 
and patrol boats, and the Madaket, the 
historic former ferry that off ers informative 
narrated cruises.

Th is year, our Bay Tours Program has 
restructured to focus on youth and ESL 
students, although we still off er kayak 
tours for the general public in conjunction 
with Earth Day and Coastal Cleanup Day 
volunteer trash cleanups. Th ese kayak tours 
are combined with trash removal on Indian 
Island in partnership with the Wiyot Tribe, 
Coast Seafood, and Hog Island Oyster 
Company. Our next paddle cleanup will be 
on Saturday, September 15, for Coastal Cleanup Day. 
To reserve a spot, contact Jasmin Segura at tours@
humboldtbaykeeper.org or 707-407-6183.

A little background will help explain why we 
decided to refocus the Bay Tours Program after so 
many years of off ering tours to the general public. 
In 2014, we began off ering free kayaking tours 

Humboldt Baykeeper chartered the Madaket for a bay tour for English Express students 
and their families. Photo by Jasmin Segura.

Bay Tours Coordinator Jasmin Segura recently led a tour of the newest section of  Eureka’s 
Waterfont Trail for English Express students and their families. This trail is part of the California 
Coastal Trail, which will eventually stretch the entire length of the state. Photo by Mary Ann 
Hytken, English Express.

Looking for other opportunities 
to experience Humboldt Bay 

from the water?

The Madaket off ers tours throughout the 
summer and fall, including sunset cocktail 
cruises, wildlife tours, and narrated tours 
focused on Humboldt Bay history. For info 
and to book tickets, call 707-445-1910, 
fi nd the Madaket online, or visit the booth 
at Madaket Plaza (at the foot of C Street 
in Eureka).

The Humboldt Bay Aquatic Center off ers 
kayak, canoe, and stand up paddle board 
rentals and lessons, as well as off ering 
group trips at reasonable prices. For more 
info, call 707.443.4222 or fi nd them online.

Humboats, Kayak Zak’s, Pacifi c Outfi tters, 
and Kayak Trinidad off er kayak and stand 
up paddle board rentals as well as tours of 
Humboldt Bay, Trinidad Bay, Stone Lagoon, 
Big Lagoon, and many beautiful local rivers.  

with gear and guides provided by the Humboldt 
Bay Aquatic Center in Eureka. Th ese kayak tours 
were paired with a guided hike along the recently-
completed Hikshari’ Trail and Elk River Wildlife 
Area on the south Eureka waterfront, with the goal 
of introducing residents and visitors to this beautiful 
section of the California Coastal Trail. 

Our typical paddle tours 
included quite a few people 
who had never kayaked before. 
People said things like, “I’ve 
lived in Eureka my whole life 
and have never been out on the 
bay!” and “I’ve always wanted 
to paddle to Indian Island but 
never had a chance to until 
today.” As heart-warming as 
that was to hear, it was also 
heart-breaking to know that 
so many people live within 
sight of the bay throughout 
childhood and well into 
adulthood without ever having 
an opportunity to experience it 
from the water.

Inspired by a Times-
Standard article about the City 
of Eureka’s CAPE program—the 
Community Access Program 
for Eureka—we contacted City 
staff  to develop kayak tours for 

teens. After the fi rst “Rock the Bay” tour in 
2016, we expanded to provide bay tours for 
Eureka’s summer day camp for 8 to 12 year 
olds (Camp Cooper) as well as teens.

In 2017, Jasmin Segura, our bilingual 
Bay Tours Coordinator, launched a new 
partnership with English Express, a non-
profi t school for English as a Second 
Language (known as ESL) with classes in 
Eureka, Fortuna, and Redway. Th e school’s 
founder, Mary Ann Hytken, brings local 
residents into classes to lead discussions 
on a wide range of topics. She also leads 
many diff erent tours for the students 
and their families to explore Humboldt 
County. We are now leading tours of new 
sections of California Coastal Trail and 
other natural areas along the bay and coast 
for English Express, as well as bay tours 

aboard the Madaket.
Th anks to funding from the California Coastal 

Conservancy, Humboldt Area Foundation, the 
Cereus Fund, Humboldt Sponsors, and individual 
donors, we are able to continue off ering these free 
tours of our beautiful Humboldt Bay.
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Tom Wheeler, Executive Director
“Last Chance Grade” is a stretch of Highway 

101 about 10 miles south of Crescent City perched 
precariously above the Pacifi c Ocean. Built on 
an active landslide, the road has steadily slipped 
towards the Pacifi c Ocean. In many areas, the 
road is no longer in its original alignment, having 
slipped further down the slope—including one 
spot that has moved 40 feet horizontally and 30 
feet vertically so far. 

Caltrans is currently examining eight 
alternatives to the existing road. Caltrans is quick 
to admit that there are no good alternatives 
because of the diffi  cult landscape. Some are long 
detours, others would re-armor the current road 
to fi ght against failure. Alternatives A1 and F 
would be tunnels under the problem area, but the 
high cost (up to two billion dollars) and diffi  culty 
to construct may doom these alternatives. 
Alternative A2 would go through a large patch of 
old-growth redwood forest. Alternatives C3-C5 
are also in areas prone to sliding and may not be 
any better at staying open than the current route. 

Alternatives X and L look the most 
promising. Alternative X, which would take 
drastic actions to stabilize the current alignment, 
is projected to have the lowest impacts to the 
environment. Alternative L, which would 
move the road slightly uphill (perhaps better 
positioning the road for the future), would 
likely have the next lowest impacts. Th ese two 
alternatives are also the least expensive, which is 
important to ensure the project is completed in 
a timely fashion and we are not waiting around 
for some large congressional appropriation. 

To further narrow their thinking, Caltrans 
has completed an “expert risk assessment,” where 
the agency has employed the help of geotechnical 
experts from across the West Coast to do an 
initial assessment of the various alternatives. Th e 
geotechnical analysis is only part of the consideration 
of values necessary to refi ne the alternatives. It doesn’t 
include consideration of environmental values, such 
as preservation of old-growth or sediment inputs 
to rivers. To refi ne the alternatives further, Caltrans 
will conduct a “value engineering analysis” that will 
require soliciting thoughts from stakeholders about 
their deeply held values. 

Caltrans hopes to begin “scoping” under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep c

Gypsy climbing a fl ag pole. Photo: Cindy Allsbrooks.

members have established the David Nathan 
“Gypsy” Chain Memorial Scholarship, administered 
by the Humboldt Area Foundation.  Th e fund will 

provide an annual scholarship of $1,000 for a 
student graduating from a local high school 
or attending Humboldt State University or 
College of the Redwoods who has demonstrated 
commitment to issues of forest ecology. 

Julia Butterfl y will be among the speakers 
at the memorial and fundraising event on 
Sunday, September 16 at the Historic Eagle 
House in Eureka. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the 
program begins at 8 p.m.  Gypsy’s mother Cindy 
Alsbrooks will travel from Texas to participate.  
In addition to raising funds for the scholarship, 
the event will provide an opportunity for focus 
and refl ection on changes in our community 
over the past twenty years.  

What have we learned since the painful 
controversies over and in the forest in the 1990s?  
How have we grown as individuals and as a 
community?  For those of us who knew Gypsy 
or knew of him, how did his death infl uence the 
course of our lives?

Th e event also will honor author/activist 
Freeman House who died recently. 

Co-organizer Naomi Steinberg comments, 
“We want to honor Gypsy, and also continue 
to educate the public about an important era 
in Humboldt County history and the ongoing 
story of the preservation and restoration of our 
magnifi cent but fragile redwood ecosystem.”

To make a donation online or by mail: http://
www.hafoundation.org/GypsyChain.

environmental impacts of the various alternatives. 
Th e project will still take many years to complete, 
with Caltrans searching for money from federal and 
state coff ers. EPIC will keep our members informed 
as we learn more information.

Remembering David 
Nathan Gypsy Chain

Forest activists and supporters will gather on 
Sunday, September 16 to remember David Nathan 
“Gypsy” Chain, who lost his life twenty years ago 
while trying to prevent illegal logging in an Earth First! 
Action near Grizzly Creek in the Van Duzen River 
watershed. To mark the anniversary, community 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
by November 2018. NEPA and CEQA are the laws 
that require the agency to evaluate the potential 

An Early Look at “Last Chance Grade”
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or  clearly state that year-round flow needs must 
be determined prior to appropriating fl ows for 
groundwater storage. Furthermore, DWR admits in 
the paper that its estimates “...may not fully capture 
competing needs associated with instream fl ows to 
support habitat, species (including endangered or 
threatened species), water quality, and recreation.”

Because streamfl ow needs are ignored, DWR’s 
estimates of the amounts of water available for 
diversion to groundwater storage in each region 
is clearly a gross overestimation, which is of great 
concern. Th e graph below highlights that concern 
by comparing DFW’s estimates to those made 
independently by UC Davis scientists.

Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor conference 
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka.  The 
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation 
issues, begins at 6:45 p.m. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When 
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or 
concern, we often place them fi rst or early on the agenda. 

Felice Pace
A new threat to stream ecosystems 

has emerged in groundwater planning. 
“Replenishment,” as described in a white 
paper by the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR), claims that declining 
groundwater levels and related land 
subsidence can be reversed by diverting 
high winter and springtime streamfl ow 
to groundwater storage. Th e State Water 
Resources Board has already funded 
projects to divert high fl ows to replenish 
groundwater, including in the Scott River 
Basin, a major Klamath River tributary. 

Th is plan may seem to make sense, but 
as clearly demonstrated in streams where high fl ows 
are blocked by dams, streams are not healthy when 
they are denied naturally high seasonal and storm 
fl ows. Only scientifi cally robust fl ow assessments 
can determinate how much water must remain in a 
stream during each month or season of the year to 
protect the ecosystem and fi sheries. Th at amount of 
streamfl ow will also vary depending on whether the 
water year is dry or wet.   
Assessing Year-Round Streamfl ow Needs

Th e California Legislature mandates that the 
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) 
prepare fl ow assessments for California streams and 
transmit those assessments to the State Water Board 
for use in evaluating new 
proposals for streamfl ow 
diversions. However, flow 
assessments have been 
completed for only a handful 
of streams.

Water conservation, 
recycled water, desalinated 
water, and transfers of water 
from one jurisdiction to 
another are also potential 
sources for groundwater 
recharge, but high storm and 
seasonal fl ows represent the 
largest potential source of 
“new” water for groundwater 
replenishment and is most 
likely to be targeted. 

Unfortunately, the 
Replenishment white paper 
does not even mentioned 
DFW’s flow assessments 

The Scott River is now dewatered even in years of “average” precipitation as a 
result of unregulated groundwater extraction for irrigation.  Photo courtesy 

of Felice Pace. 

Events
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate 
in these outings. Please join us!
Sunday, September 16: North Group Prairie Creek 
State Park Friendship Ridge Hike. Loop includes old-
growth forest, waterfalls, and likely elk. Some steep, rough, 
or soggy places. Bring food, water, and hiking footwear. 
No dogs. Class Medium diffi  culty, 8 miles, less than 1000 
feet elevation change. Carpools 9 a.m. Valley West (Ray’s) 
Shopping Center, 10:30 a.m. Fern Canyon trailhead (exit 
Hwy. 101 at Davison Rd.). Leader Ned 707-825-3652, 
nedforsyth48@gmail.com. Bad weather cancels.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

Groundwater Recharge: a New Th reat to California Streams

By ignoring instream fl ow assessments and 
creating unrealistically high estimates of surface 
water available, DWR has created the expectation 
that declining groundwater can be reversed by 
appropriating seasonally high springtime and storm 
streamfl ow. As a result, we can expect a fl ood of new 

water rights applications that 
ignore or inadequately assess 
stream needs. Advocates 
for healthy streams should 
participate in groundwater 
management plans currently 
being developed for Eel River 
and Smith River estuary 
lands as well as for the Scott 
and Shasta Valleys. Only the 
direct involvement of stream 
advocates will assure that 
year-round fl ows, including 
high storm and springtime 
fl ows needed to maintain 
healthy stream ecosystems, 
are properly assessed and 
protected. 

Visit this article on 
the NEC website at www.
yournec.org for links and 
more information.
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings.  
Almost all of our events are free. All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer eff ort. 

Visit www.northcoastcnps.org for more info.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

Summer is Lilies

Field Trips & Plant Walks
August 4, Saturday. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Orchids in the 
Dunes. Orchids are a very diverse group, including 
some quite dainty species.  Join Carol Ralph to learn 
about fi ve species of orchid that live in the Lanphere 
Dunes. Four might be blooming.  Walk 1-2 miles, 
partly on soft sand. Meet at Pacifi c Union School (3001 
Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool to the protected site.  Co-
sponsored by CNPS and Friends of the Dunes.  Call 
707-444-1397 to RSVP.
August 5, Sunday. Crogan Hole Day Hike.  Crogan 
Hole, on the western edge of the Trinity Alps 
Wilderness, is not a “hole” in the ground.  It is an 
area of meadows and a creek, with open, rocky slopes 
and outcrops above it, off ering beautiful views and 
wonderful plants. Th e trail is about fi ve miles round 

trip, mostly on a contour at 5,400 ft elevation from the 
Mill Creek Lakes Trailhead in the Orleans District of 
Six Rivers National Forest.  A portion of the trail is vast, 
brushy hillsides with gray snags pointing at the sky, a 
legacy of the 1999 Megram Fire.  Meet at 8:30 a.m. at 
Pacifi c Union School to carpool, or arrange another 
place.  Return in the evening. Bring lunch, lots of water, 
and layers of clothing, to be ready for changeable, 
mountain weather.  Please tell Carol you are coming at 
707-822-2015 or theralphs@humboldt1.com.
September 23, Sunday. Dead Lake Day Hike or 
Paddle.  Dead Lake is a deep, natural lake in the forested 
dunes of Tolowa Dunes State Park by Crescent City.  It 
has plenty of fl oating and emergent vegetation, a good 
place to look for and practice keying wetland plants. A 
reliable rumor says that bogbean is there. Details to be 
arranged.  Meet at 8:30 a.m. at Pacifi c Union School to 
carpool, or arrange a diff erent place. Bring lunch, water 
and layers to be outdoors all day. Tell Carol you are 
coming, to be included in plans as they develop (like 
taking or renting canoes):  707-822-2015; theralphs@
humboldt1.com.

In June we saw redwood lily (Lilium 
rubescens) and leopard lily (Lilium pardalinum) 
at Humboldt Redwoods State Park, and people 
saw Columbia lily (Lilium columbianum) in 
Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park. In July 
we saw Washington lily (L. washingtonianum) 
and leopard lily at Scott Mountain and Sugar 
Creek Trail.
Redwood lily. Photo: Carol Ralph.

Fall Native Plant Sale
S aturday,  S eptemb er 22

10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
(CNPS members only pre-sale 9 - 10 a.m.)

Freshwater Farms Reserve
5851 Myrtle Ave., Eureka

Fall is the best time to plant!  Find a wide selection of native 
plants for sun, shade and in-between. Knowledgeable people 
will be on hand to help you fi nd plants to benefi t native 
critters as well as provide an attractive garden setting. Native 
gardening resources available. Please bring your own box.  
If you have any questions, call 707-826-0259 or go to: 

www.northcoastcnps.org

Evening Programs
Evening programs are free, public programs on the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
May, at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside 
Rd., Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m.; program at 
7:30 p.m. For information or to suggest a speaker or 
topic, contact Michael Kauff mann at 707-407-7686 or 
michaelkauff mann@gmail.com.
September 12, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m.  Tree mortality, 
uncertainty, and forest conservation in the West with 
Phil van Mantgem. Tree mortality is a key process 
that shapes forest populations. Our understanding 
of tree mortality is poor in spite of its infl uence on 
important services provided by forests, such as soil 
stability, wildlife habitat, and carbon sequestration. 
Phil van Mantgem, Research Ecologist with the U.S. 
Geological Survey in Arcata, has been studying and 
enjoying forests in California and beyond since 1995. 
In this presentation Phil will share the latest research 
on tree mortality, how patterns of tree mortality 
appear to be changing in the western U.S., and 
potential management responses to these changes. 

Washington lily. Photo: Luiza Figueira.
Columbia lily. Photo: Len Mazur.
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BLM Clearcuts
Continued fr om page 7

Recycling
Continued fr om page 9

Malheur Pardons
Continued fr om page 8

Increased Fire Hazard
Another recent major policy shift is that until 

this year many BLM timber planners previously 
designed timber projects to thin small-diameter 
trees and retain older large diameter trees. Larger 
trees are known to be more fi re resilient, and many 
old trees have survived dozens of fi res in their 
history. By thinning small trees and retaining large 
ones, timber planners were attempting to increase 
forest resilience. 

Th e analysis contained in the BLM’s Griffi  n 
Half Moon timber sale indicates that the BLM 
knows that “regenerating” stands up to 170 years 
old and replacing them with second growth timber 
plantations will increase fi re hazard for decades. 
Unfortunately, BLM timber planners are now 
encouraged to increase fi re hazard in order to 
produce more timber volume. 
We Can Do Bett er

In the face of climate change and longer fi re 
seasons, the BLM’s decision to implement logging 
practices that replace resilient old-growth forest 
stands with dense young fi ber plantations that 
are susceptible to stand replacing fi re is extremely 
irresponsible. 

KS Wild is working with our allies to try to change 
the direction of the Griffi  n Half Moon timber sale 
such that resilient old-growth forests are protected, 
critical wildlife habitat is retained, and public lands 
are managed for resiliency and restoration rather 
than solely for logging interests.
What You Can Do: 

Visit the KS Wild website to sign a petition to 
oppose the Griffi  n Half Moon timber sale, and get 
more information. Click “contact the Medford 
BLM District Manager”  at this link: https://www.
kswild.org/action-alerts/2018/6/14/blm-proposes-
clearcut-near-howard-prairie?rq=Griffi  n%20Half.

Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400

654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com

CA License #0E79262

...Western Priorities. “President Trump, at the 
urging of Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke, has once 
again sided with lawless extremists who believe that 
public land does not belong to all Americans.”
Fallout

Th e Hammonds have asked to have their grazing 
leases renewed and, due to the pardon, past crimes 
will not be weighed in the process. Decisions on 
permits will be based upon the 2013 collaboratively 
developed plan for the refuge.  Th e Bundys still have 
cattle grazing on public lands in Nevada and have 
not paid the fees owed.  

Does the dismissal in the Bundy cases and the 
presidential pardon embolden those who do not 
recognize the authority of the federal government 
to enforce environmental and other laws on public 
lands? Will death threats to federal employees and 
their children, setting public lands ablaze to cover 
crimes, and defacing sacred objects and grounds of 
Native Americans become acceptable? If a federal 
employee had committed any one of those acts they 
would be fi red and taken to court. Laws created to 
protect our national parks, forests, wildlife refuges, 
wilderness areas and other public lands need to be 
respected and enforced by law enforcement and 
judicial employees. Citizens who enjoy privileges 
such as grazing permits will need to reconsider what 
a democracy looks like and conservationists will 
need to continue to support those who are charged 
with protecting the lands we own. Otherwise, public 
lands will no more be places of outdoor recreation 
and personal inspiration.

...international market for recyclable goods—
puts a great strain on local recycling companies, who 
are often barely able to break even when exporting 
our recyclable materials.

Gainer mentioned that one of the reasons they 
founded Zero Waste Humboldt back in 2011 is that 
they knew recycling systems were weakening, and 
wanted to shift public education to waste prevention.

In addition to the challenges facing the local 
recycling system, many of the recyclable materials 
that are collected and processed will still ultimately 
not end up being recycled if they contain high levels 
of contamination. If they are not clean or pure enough 
to be considered valuable in the global market, many 
materials will likely end up in the landfi ll anyway. 

Because of this, it’s extremely important to 
take steps to reduce the levels of contamination in 
the materials that you recycle. Th ere are a few easy 
ways to do this. First, look for recycling labels on the 
containers you dispose of and determine that they 
are in fact recyclable; avoid throwing materials in 
recycling that are not recyclable (especially things like 
plastic bags and wrappers); and empty and rinse out 
containers to remove food and other contaminants 
before placing them in your recycling bin.

Further, because our curbside recycling 
programs collect single-stream mixed recycling, 
this can also potentially result in higher levels 
of contamination than you’d fi nd in dual-stream 
recycling systems (where recyclables are separated 
by individuals at home). For this reason, sorting your 
recyclables at home and dropping them off  yourself 
at recycling collection facilities may improve the 
quality and recyclability of the materials turned in.

“Th ere’s a whole lot of stuff  that shouldn’t even be 
run through the recycling process,” insisted Margaret 
Gainer, “it should be avoided in the fi rst place.”

So while China’s ban on recyclable imports makes 
things even more diffi  cult and uncertain regarding 
recycling, we ought to fi rst focus our eff orts on 
waste prevention and resource conservation, and to 
be more conscious of our individual contributions to 
this global issue. 

Gainer insists, “authentic recycling starts with 
resource conservation fi rst.”
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Wind Farm
Continued fr om page 6

Where Are Th ey Now?
Continued fr om page 9

Eye on Washington
Continued fr om page 12

...including environmental laws. He will have 
a chance to immediately weigh in on a case that 
could set a precedent for all future ESA cases. Th e 
case of Weyerhaeuser Co. v. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service challenges the USFWS’s ability under the 
Endangered Species Act to designate critical habitat 
on private land in Louisiana for an endangered frog 
if it limits development opportunities. 

What you can do:  Contact your U.S. Senators 
and encourage them to only vote for acceptance 
of nominees who will rule to clearly enforce 
environmental laws.

Status of the Farm Bill
Th e Farm Bill is a recurring funding bill for the 

U.S. Department of the Agriculture which is closely 
followed because it includes provision for Food 
Stamps, referred to as SNAP. Th e Farm Bill is also 
a popular bill to add riders unrelated to agriculture.  
Th is year, the NEC has followed and engaged in 
eff orts to remove bad environmental provisions 
from the bill. Th ose provisions included:

1. Numerous categorical exclusions (CEs) from 
environmental review and public comment for nearly 
every land management activity the Forest Service 
conducts, including road building and allowing clear-
cuts on up to 6,000 acres (nearly 10 square miles).

2. Attacks on the Roadless Rule, including 
the creation of a loophole that would allow logging 
and roadbuilding on millions of acres of protected 
roadless forest.

3. Provisions to weaken the Endangered Species 
Act protections by eliminating expert opinion about 
whether actions would harm endangered species 
and critical habitat. Th is approach has been declared 
unlawful by the courts.

Th e Senate version of the bill had fewer onerous 
provisions and passed the Senate with a strong   86-
11 bipartisan vote, while the House version was 
bitterly debated and narrowly  passed  213-211. 
Th e fi nal version that emerges from the committee 
is expected to closely resemble the Senate version. 
At the time of publication, sources say the extreme 
anti-conservation measures of the House bill are 
gone or made ineff ective for now.

Th e Conference Committee made up of 
representatives of both House and Senate will  
work on the compromise  over the August recess. 
Congress will take up the compromise bill when 
they reconvene and the new bill could be passed 
by the end of September, the deadline for passage 
to avoid impacts to Food Stamp recipients. A 
caveat, however: the specifi cs of who receives food 
stamps and how much Congress budgets for that 
program are still hotly contested. Th ere is a slight 
possibility the bill may not pass by the September 
deadline which would require temporary funding or 
recipients could be severely impacted.

...related developments, including permanent 
meteorological towers, permanent and temporary 
roads, support facilities, and connections to the 
power grid. Power from the farm will run east, 
through an underground crossing of the Eel River, 
to connect to the grid at the Bridgeville substation. 
Terra-Gen hopes to begin construction by 2020 to 
take advantage of federal wind energy incentives 
that are set to expire.

Th e project is being developed by Humboldt 
Wind, LLC, a subsidiary of Terra-Gen, LLC, based 
in San Diego, California, which is in turn owned 
by Energy Capital Partners, a private equity fi rm. 
Terra-Gen owns 976 megawatts of wind, geothermal 
and solar power across the Western United States, 
with much of this in California, including major 
wind operations in Tehachapi. Assisting in the 
development of the project is Stantec, a consulting 
fi rm. Stantec is preparing the environmental review 
of the project and is coordinating a host of studies 
being completed for the project.

Th e project needs to go through several diff erent 
types of public review before it can operate. First, 
the project will need an Environmental Impact 
Report to comply with CEQA (the California 
Environmental Quality Act). Th e scoping for that 
process is expected to begin in August 2018. Th e 
company has begun resource surveys for rare plants, 
cultural resources, and wildlife. Th ese surveys will 
better inform the project’s design and will contribute 
to the Environmental Impact Report.

Depending on the potential impacts to wildlife 
species that are currently under assessment, the 
project may also need permits under the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection 
Act, the Endangered Species Act, and other federal 
environmental laws. Permits under these may also 
trigger NEPA (National Environmental Policy 
Act) project review and “consultation” under the 
Endangered Species Act. Each of these processes 
will off er a portal for public participation.

Terra-Gen has approached the conservation 
community to solicit input on the project’s design 
and to discuss our initial project concerns. EPIC, the 
NEC, and others are actively working with Terra-
Gen on how to best avoid impacts to wildlife. We 
have been happy with the company’s early advances 
to work with the conservation community. 

EPIC and the NEC are waiting for more 
information before taking a position on the project. 
Wind energy is an important component of 
California’s carbon-free energy future, but we have 
concerns about the potential impact of this project 
on marbled murrelets and other avian species. A key 
factor in our evaluation is how eff ectively Terra-Gen 
can “avoid, minimize, and mitigate”—avoid impacts 
where possible, minimize the impacts that do occur, 
and mitigate for whatever impacts still remain.

Nevertheless, our work is cut out for us. In order to 
support those 3000 electric vehicles, Humboldt County 
needs to have over 400 charging stations installed—not 
including in-home residential chargers. 

Th e skills I gained at NEC continue to serve 
me. I stay up-to-date on the federal landscape of 
transportation policy and state developments. At the 
time, I envisioned myself utilizing the skills Dan taught 
me on a bigger stage— a law fi rm or state agency. 

A few months ago, I chatted with a Sacramento 
bureaucrat about the prestige of holding a state-
level offi  ce. I had long placed national and state 
elected offi  cals on a pedestal, convinced they had a 
distinguished intelligence that allowed them to set 
the singular vision for the rest of us. By the end of 
our conversation, this changed. I was surprised by 
the point we agreed on most: local agencies are just 
as impactful—if not more impactful—than state 
agencies. State offi  cials spend a lot of time trying to 
seek out the “boots-on-the-ground” so their laws are 
salient and eff ective. Local government agencies are 
largely responsible for determining how high-level 
policies are implemented. 

Th is sentiment extends to local non-profi ts as 
well. While not necessarily perceived as prestigious, 
non-profi ts such as the NEC manifest meaningful 
positive change on meager budgets. Whether by 
cleaning up our coast or advocating for responsible 
ecosystem management policies, non-profi ts turn 
experiences into informed phone calls and emails to 
the legislature. Non-profi ts and local agencies have 
an abundance of knowledge that can be utilized 
to submit comments on draft regulations as they 
undergo the rulemaking process. 

Dan Sealy, with the NEC, continues organizing 
our community to push our local and state offi  cials 
to adopt laws that represent our community’s values. 
He has made these eff orts accessible through his 
articles in EcoNews, workshops, and his ongoing 
legislative internship program.

I extend a personal thank you to Dan, who has 
shared his vast knowledge, kindness, crafty HSU 
pranks, and his beautiful Trinidad home with many 
passionate HSU students as we sought out strategies 
and tools to navigate our State and Federal bureaucracy.
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Above: California sea lions sunning themselves at Fisherman’s Wharf in San Francisco. Photo: Bill Lim, 
Flickr CC. Below: Closeup of a male California sea lion. Photo: Amy the Nurse, Flickr CC.   

Miranda Th iesen
If you live in Humboldt, you’ve probably spotted 

the California sea lion (Zalophus californianus) on 
docks, jetties, beaches, or in the ocean. California 
sea lions belong to the genus Zalophus, derived from 
the Greek words za, “intensive,” and lophus, “crest.” 
Th ese intelligent mammals are native to western 
North America and range from Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, to central Mexico. Th ey belong to 
the family Otariidae along with other sea lions and 
fur seals. Unlike true seals, Otariids have external 
ear fl aps (true seals only have ear holes) and larger 
forefl ippers. Th ey can also rotate their hindfl ippers 
underneath their bodies and “walk” on land. Sea 
lions are named for their lion-like manes and 
barks, characteristics that are exemplifi ed by South 
American and Steller sea lions. California sea lions, 
however, lack manes. 

California sea lions are closely related to 
Galapagos sea lions and the extinct Japanese sea lions. 
Galapagos and Japanese sea lions were once thought 
to be subspecies of the California sea lion. However, a 
2007 study found they were actually separate species. 
California and Japanese sea lions probably diverged 
around 2.2 million years ago in the late Pliocene 
Epoch, and the California sea lion has greater sexual 
dimorphism than the Galapagos sea lion. 

A group of sea lions is called a “colony” when on 
land, and a “raft” when in water. Sea lions sometimes 
jump out of the water (called “porpoising”) to 
increase their speed and “surf ” breaking waves. 
California sea lions “fl ap” their forefl ippers to propel 
themselves through water and use their hindfl ippers 
to steer. With top speeds of 25 to 30 mph, California 
sea lions are faster than other sea lions and seals. 

California sea lions “haul-out” (temporarily leave 
water) on protected beaches and artifi cial structures 
for rest, reproduction, thermoregulation (the 
regulation of body temperature), and social activity. 
Sea lions often have problems with overheating. To 
cool off , they may stick a forefl ipper in the water or 
splash sand on their backs. 

Sea lions use their whiskers (called vibrissae) 
to sense motion in water and to orient themselves 
by touching objects. Vibrissae are used for whisker 
greeting, part of a sea lion’s nonvocal communication. 
Sea lions also use their vibrissae to feel out crab and 
squid on reefs. 

California sea lions forage near the coast, the 
continental shelf, and seamounts (underwater 
mountains). Squid and fi sh are their primary diet, 
but they also eat octopus, herring, rockfi sh, small 
sharks, and Pacifi c whiting. Th ey are also prey for 
orca whales and great white sharks. 

California sea lions are sexually dimorphic, 

Cal i forn ia 
 Sea  L ions
Zalophus californianus 

meaning males 
and females diff er 
in size, color, and 
other characteristics 
beyond their sex 
organs. At 850 pounds 
and seven feet long, 
males are at least twice 
as large as females, 
who weigh 220 
pounds and grow up to 
six feet long. Males are 
dark brown with tan 
spots on their faces, 
and females are tan. 
Males also develop a 
bony ridge that runs 
lengthwise across 
the top of their skull, 
called a sagittal crest. 
Females have lower, 
smoother foreheads. 

Th e main breeding range for California sea lions 
is from the Channel Islands in southern California 
to central Mexico. Th eir breeding colonies, called 
rookeries, are located on quiet islands. From May to 
August, males establish territories via barking and 
aggressive displays. Males that secure waterfront 
properties (territories that include beach and 
extend into water) are likely to attract the most 
females. Pups are born from June to July and weigh 
13 to 20 pounds. Mothers and pups recognize each 
other amidst crowded rookeries by unique scent 
and vocalization. 

Sea lions are protected under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) of 1972 which 
prohibits hunting, killing, capture, and harassment 

of marine mammals. As a result of the MMPA, the 
California sea lion population increased 5.4 percent 
annually between 1975 and 2008 and has hovered 
under carrying capacity since 2008. Th e International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) lists them 
as “least concerned” due to their large and increasing 
population. 

Th e California sea lion’s success means they 
increasingly confl ict with beachgoers, fi shers, and 
endangered fi sh. Dams have reduced the salmon 
population in the Columbia River, forcing them to 
move 100 miles upriver from the coast in search of 
prey. Male sea lions in particular like to munch on 
endangered salmon and steelhead that congregate 
below fi sh ladders. One of their favorite sites is 
Bonneville Dam, which is located 40 miles east of 
Portland and spans Oregon and Washington. 

In March 2008, Oregon, Washington, and Idaho 
received federal authorization to kill up to 93 sea 
lions per year at Bonneville Dam, and in October 
2017, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Federal Wildlife (ODFW) requested permission to 
do the same at Willamette Falls. Both Republican 
and Democrat members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives recently approved the “Endangered 
Salmon and Fisheries Predation Prevention Act” 
which, if signed into law, would allow fi shermen 
and tribes to kill ten times as many sea lions (up 
to 920) in the river annually. Th e removal of males 
has not been shown to have a signifi cant impact 
on the population, as California sea lions are now 
more numerous than ever and have exceeded their 
historic range. 
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Conservation Status of Species
Species around the world are ranked according to how likely they are to go extinct, called a Conservation Status, from Least 

Concern (LC) to Near Threatened (NT), Vulnerable (VU), Endangered (EN), Critically Endangered (CR),  Exctinct in the Wild (EW), and 
Extinct (EX). Look up these species online (ask for help if needed) and write the abbreviations below their names! Answers are below.

Did you know that 150-200 species of plants, insects, birds, 
and mammals go extinct every day? An endangered species 
is one that is likely to go extinct without special protections to 
help them survive. A species goes extinct when there are no 
more individuals of that species alive on Earth. 

There are some special upcoming events to remind us 
that all species are important. The All Species Parade at 
1p.m. on Saturday, September 16 is a great way to celebrate! 

The Parade is part of the North Country Fair in Arcata. Have fun dressing up as your favorite 
creature for the parade! You can make a mask for the parade at a workshop at the Sanctuary 
in Arcata on Friday, September 14 from 6-8 p.m. during Arts! Arcata. 

Do you like to draw or paint? Make a piece 
of art for the NEC’s Endangered Art Show to 
celebrate your favorite endangered species! 
Your artwork will be displayed at the NEC’s 
booth at the North Country Fair September 
15 & 16! You can donate your artwork to send 
to lawmakers in support of the Endangered 
Species Act, or we can return your art to you. 

You (or your parents) can learn more about 
the All Species Parade and the Endangered 
Art Show online at www.yournec.org, or 
by calling the NEC offi  ce at 707-822-6918.

THE KIDS PAGE

Arctic Wolf

____________

Southern Sea Otter

    ______________

Hippopotamus

 ______________

Amur Leopard

 ______________

Beluga Whale

 ______________

Grizzly Bear

 ______________

Images clockwise from top left: Sea turtle drawing 
by Elizabeth Curtis, child and parent in the 2017 
All Species Parade by Zoe Foxe, Hawaiin monk seal 
painting by Kathleen Aguilar.  
Species photos, below: Arctic wolf, Soren Wolf; 
Southern sea otter, Max Rae; hippopotamus, Vic 
DeLeon; Amur leopard, Ucumari Photography; 
Beluga whale, Peter Glenday; grizzly bear, Maia C. 
Photos from Flickr.com, Creative Commons. 

Answers: Arctic wolf: LC; Southern sea otter: EN; hippopotamus: VU; Amur leopard: CR; Beluga whale: NT; grizzly bear: EW.
by Destiny Mancilla 
and Morgan Corviday
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Arts!Arcata
join the NEC

enjoy live music and 
drinks with NEC staff!

at

August 10 
Arcata Exchange

at the 
Arcata Theatre Lounge

Ocean Night Ocean Night

monthly Ocean films & surf flicks
presented by the NEC, Humboldt 

Baykeeper, and Surfrider Humboldt

August 2
September 8

Northcoast Environmental Center

Sunday, August 26 3 - 7pm

You’re Invited
SummerSlough SocialSummerSlough Socialto a

the
with

to a

Northcoast Environmental Center

 for more information, please call 707-822-6918 or visit
https://www.yournec.org/summer-slough-social

 for more information, please call 707-822-6918 or visit
https://www.yournec.org/summer-slough-social

 for more information, please call 707-822-6918 or visit
https://www.yournec.org/summer-slough-social

Sunday, August 26 3 - 7pm

Join us for a FREE mask-making workshop 
Friday, September 14 6 pm 

at the Sanctuary, 1301 J St, Arcata

6-9pm

See more on page 4

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________

bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$25 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 

Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 

EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.

Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 

address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: 
www.yournec.org, or scan the code 

at right. If you prefer, mail this form 

with a check or fi ll in your credit card 
information below. 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________

Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 

low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259

Arcata, CA 95518 


