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Now that we’re several weeks into
the new year, let’s get out our frost
covered crystal ball and tell you what
we think is going to happen in 2019.
If only we could predict the future! As
we write this, all the federal agencies
that we deal with on a regular basis
are either drastically understaﬀed
or shut down completely—victim to
the longest government shutdown
in modern history—and what will
happen with Trump’s environmentally
disastrous wall is still anyone’s guess.
In this session of Congress, we
expect that Congressman Jared
Huﬀman will very quickly reintroduce
the Northwest California Wilderness,
Recreation, and Working Forest Act.
The NEC and our allies have been
working on this important bill since
2012. Although we don’t know for
sure, we also expect that Senator and
Presidential Candidate Kamala Harris
will reintroduce her companion bill.
(Reintroduced bills typically are
assigned new numbers, so stay tuned.)
There will be numerous actions
planned around these reintroductions.
For more information visit:
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www.mountainsandrivers.org.
We’ll also keep you posted on the
NEC website.
In January, the Humboldt County
Board of Supervisors unanimously
appointed environmental planning
consultant and HSU lecturer Melanie
McCavour to an at-large position on
the county Planning Commission,
where she’ll become the sole woman
on the seven-person commission. We
are glad to see some gender diversity
and we wish her luck dealing with the
entrenched interests that currently
dominate the Planning Commission.
The NEC, working with associate
member group Californians Against
Toxics (CATS,) has been able to
secure a public hearing from the
North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District for the
proposed Mercer Fraser’s asphalt
batch plant near the Humboldt/
Trinity County line and the
community of Dinsmore, along the
Van Duzen River. As EcoNews goes to
print, we have not been given a date
or location for the meeting, but have
been assured that the meeting will be
held somewhere near the project site.
Check our website for updates.
As the July 2019 deadline fast

approaches for counties
and municipalities to have
completed their California
Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) analyses for all of
their cannabis licensing
programs, we’re specifically
watching Trinity County.
Trinity has done absolutely
nothing to date, while
continuing to license new
grows and conducting zero
enforcement.
Trinity has more per
capita legal and illegal
cannabis grows than any
other county in the State
and the toll that this has
taken on the environment is extreme.
The Weaverville-based, non-profit
Trinity Action Association (TAA)
formally filed a lawsuit against Trinity
County in Trinity County Superior
Court on December 28, seeking to
stop the County from issuing and
renewing commercial cannabis
cultivation licenses until it has
complied with all public processes
required under CEQA. NEC member
group Safe Alternative for our Forest
Environment (SAFE) has worked with
TAA in the past. In this situation,
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however, SAFE is working with its
own legal counsel, Stephan C. Volker
from Berkeley, California. Volker
believes that we can’t move against
the County until July when the
county’s CEQA statutory exemption
(granted by SB94) expires. But at this
time there is a hearing scheduled on
TAA’s suit for February 19.
In Humboldt, the last the NEC’s
heard is that member group Friends
of the Eel River is in discussions
with the County over the County’s
incomplete and inadequate CEQA
document.
Continued on page 6
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Special Thank You

The NEC would like to express our gratitude to
the Susan Anderson Trust for making a contribution
this January in memory of Susan Anderson and
Carl Chatfield. Susan and Carl both passed in 2016
from cancer related complications.
Their commitments to the local community and
the environment will live on through their generous
donations to community organizations like the NEC.
(For more info on Legacy Giving, see our ad below.)

Susan Anderson and Carl Chatfield. Photo: Bob Doran.

THANK YOU
Bob Morris!

Welcome our new

office assistant:
Rhiannon Lewis-Stephenson
Rhiannon Lewis-Stephenson grew up in Humboldt
County and is delighted to be working with the NEC
to protect the many beautiful areas that Humboldt
has to oﬀer. Her love for this region’s spectacular and
diverse ecosystems, which began during her rural
upbringing in the mountains, has only increased as
she has learned how unique this region truly is.
Before graduating from UC Davis with a B.A.
in International Relations, she worked in Professor
Rejmankova’s wetland ecology lab on a water
treatment project in Guatemala’s Lake Atitlan. After
graduating, she traveled around the globe and the
country promoting environmental conservation
and activism through an internship with the Center
for Biological Diversity. Now, she has happily
returned to Arcata where she enjoys beekeeping,
painting, exploring the woods and beaches, and
gardening. She is excited to continue learning from
those dedicated to the environment and to become
involved in solving environmental issues locally.
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Bob Morris on the river with Kona. Photo: Robert Radke.

The NEC is deeply grateful for Bob Morris’s
ten years of service as an At-Large Board member,
including five years as Vice-President. Bob has
been instrumental in the cleanup of the NEC’s
contaminated Ninth Street property, securing and
supervising a Brownfields grant from the U.S. EPA.
He also represented the NEC in the development
of Rep. Huﬀman’s Northwest California Wilderness,
Recreation, and Working Forests Act, and bought
the Trinity County Collaborative’s forestry work
to the attention of the NEC Board and members.
Bob has had a lifelong dedication to improving
our environment and we know he will continue to
fight for clean water, healthy forests, and protecting
forests in his Trinity County home.

Thank you and best wishes, Bob!

LEGACY
GIVING

What will your legacy be?
EcoNews Feb/Mar 2019

In each
issue of
EcoNews, the NEC presents “bouquets”
of gratitude to groups, businesses,
and individuals who have recently
helped the NEC or the environmental
community, and others who deserve
extra gratitude!

Check out our

Volunteer
Spotlight
on page 21
With proper planning, you can provide financial
support to the Northcoast Environmental
Center’s mission beyond your lifetime. It’s a gift
that will make a positive impact on the earth
through funding environmental education, news
and programs for generations to come.
Check out www.yournec.org/legacy-giving/
for more information.
www.yournec.org

Bouquets to all who joined us during our
Open House in January!
Bouquets to volunteers Kris Diamond and
Linda Miller for helping out in the oﬃce
with any tasks necessary!
Bouquets to all who came out for the
January Beach Cleanup in celebration of
Underwater Parks Day!
Bouquets to Maggie Gainer and Jim Test
for joining the NEC Board and oﬀering
their skills and enthusiasm to assist us in
our work.
And, a bouquet to Briana Villalobos
for serving on the NEC board as EPIC’s
representative for the last couple of years,
before recently moving to Portland, OR.
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Thank You!
Many thanks to all our donors and in 2018.
As we head into our 49th year, we are grateful
for so many friends and allies. From all of
us at the NEC, thank you so much for your
support in protecting our wondrous North
Coast and all of its inhabitants!
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Déjà-vu in the Dunes

Humboldt has a Beach and Dune Management Plan ... Remember?
Jerry Martien
Humboldt County’s land use policies have faced
some radical challenges lately, with many contentious
meetings. But some policies have changed because
they’ve been quietly ignored or forgotten.
The recent proposal for a motocross riding park on
the North Spit, on Eureka’s airport property in Fairhaven,
shows how easily environmental history gets lost.
Until the late 1980s, Humboldt Bay’s dunes
and beaches were essentially an industrial sacrifice
zone, and a popular site for dating, drinking, and
especially driving. Dune buggies and oﬀ road vehicles
had grown from a casual weekend activity to a national
recreation priority by then. Local buggy clubs,
augmented by riders from Redding, owned a few
acres of dunes property, and they were welcomed
by some land owners as well as the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM)—but they essentially considered
the entire North and South Spits their riding area.
They often referred to “the right to ride.”
The result: beachgoers confronted by squads of
OHV’s (oﬀ-highway vehicles); sun bathers alert to
approaching motorcycles; and rare coastal forests,
wildlife habitat, and native dune plants cut up into
unsustainable islands—with residents and property
owners helpless to stop it. A Humboldt County “policy”
of no riding above the wave slope was never meant
to be enforced. In 1989, the County partnered with
the state OHV Commission to develop a plan making
the North Spit, including private property, into a
recreational riding area.
This proposal drew angry reaction from the public,
and the County finally agreed to accept a planning grant
from the state Coastal Conservancy to ensure the input
of beach and dunes users, environmentalists, and local
communities. But then the Supervisors appointed a
committee of half riders and their supporters, and half
the rest of the public. After two years of meetings,
the Beach and Dunes Advisory Committee came up
with a compromise that allowed riding to continue.
In response, the Humboldt Coastal Coalition was
created to provide a public forum outside of government
agencies. Through outreach and canvassing—tabling
at the mall and at grocery stores—they confirmed that
the public wanted their beaches back. They wanted
snowy plovers to have nesting sites. They demanded
better management of beaches and dunes, from Table
Bluﬀ to Little River.
HCC was joined by other community groups—the
California Native Plant Society, Audubon, Sierra Club,
Friends of the Dunes, Manila Community Services
District, and the Fairhaven Neighborhood Association.
When the compromised plan was finally turned down
by the Planning Commission, after many hours of
testimony, a junior high auditorium was required to
accommodate the crowd of hundreds of people.
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The Supervisors eventually approved a much
stronger Beach and Dunes Management Plan, with
oﬀ-road vehicles confined to the BLM property at
the end of the North Spit (including a motocross
site). But from the beginning, enforcement was
sporadic. Signs failed to appear where they were
needed, trespassing continued, and the new plan
and its ordinance remained another “policy” of
looking the other way. Members of the Coastal
Coalition again realized that action had to come
from outside County government.
Humboldt Beach and Dune Stewards was
a citizen-based monitoring agency. At some
physical risk, volunteer rangers observed and
reported violations of the new ordinance. When
this again resulted in half-hearted enforcement,
the Stewards secured funding for beach patrols
through the state Coastal Conservancy, the OHV
Commission, and the BLM. Finally patrols began,
citations were issued, and a state environmental
lawyer brought charges.
Despite strong initial resistance, these
programs proved highly eﬀective and popular.
A few oﬃcials, and public servants like the late
Deputy Mike Stone, earned high praise for their
dedication and service. Citizen rangers formed
a rare alliance with county oﬃcials, and public
enjoyment of our beaches and dunes finally again
became the norm.
But the peace was temporary. When the
Coastal Coalition disbanded and citizen patrols
ended, public amnesia quickly set in. By 1996,
a “Skypark” plan proposed to turn Eureka’s
airport property into a 3-ring circus of OHV
riding, dunes hiking, and—yes—a motocross!
There was no provision for enforcement, and
Fairhaven residents feared the return of noise
and trespassing. Environmentalists pointed out
that protected plants would be destroyed, and
some people remembered that there was, in fact,
a Beach and Dunes Management Plan. After a
crowded and angry meeting in Eureka’s City
Hall, public memory briefly returned. Skypark
flew oﬀ into the sunset.
But now here we are again. The Eureka City
Council has already approved the motocross
idea—apparently unaware of the Beach and
Dunes Ordinance, its history, and its place in
our Coastal Plan (see sidebar).
Before the déjà vu wears oﬀ, community
and environmental groups need to sit down
with Eureka and County oﬃcials and revisit
this memory, and find better ways to keep our
hard-won environmental legacy alive.
Jerry Martien is a local poet and activist who
lived in Manila for many years.
www.yournec.org

Tracks from illegal ORV use crisscross the “Super Bowl” site in the
dunes near the City of Eureka’s Samoa Airport property. Photo: J. Kalt.

Motorcross Track Proposed at
Samoa Airport in Fairhaven
On October 15, the Eureka City Council voted
unanimously to work with motocross enthusiasts to
develop a half-mile long track for off-road motorcycle
racing on the City’s Samoa Airport property in
Fairhaven (adjacent to the Samoa Drag Strip and
the Humboldt Bay Social Club). The proposal calls
for 13 weekend-long events from July to December,
as well as riding classes and practice days.
The proposal would be in conflict with the Beach
and Dunes Management Plan and County regulations.
Since 1994, the Humboldt County Code has prohibited
vehicles on beaches and dunes except on the BLM
Riding Area and a nearby stretch of waveslope at
the southern end of the North Spit (see map).
There are a few exceptions for driving streetlegal vehicles in other areas, including commercial
fishermen and people with disabilities. And the County
Code provides an exception for the Planning Director
to waive the prohibition if there is a reasonable need
and the vehicle use “will be conducted in a manner
and location that will minimize adverse impacts to
coastal resources.”
Whether the County opts to approve this project
by waiving the prohibition or by revising the County
Code and associated ordinances, the project will
require a County Coastal Development Permit,
which can be appealed to the Coastal Commission.
Humboldt Baykeeper, the NEC, the California Native
Plant Society, and the Redwood Region Audubon
Society will all be following this proposal closely—
stay tuned for updates!
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The Plastic Problem
of Shotgun Wads
Martin Swett
Consumer awareness about
the problems caused by singleuse plastic bags, straws, flatware,
and cups has grown substantially
over recent decades. More people
remember to bring reusable bags
and containers to the grocery
store, and reusable mugs to the
coﬀee shop. Thanks to legislation
in California, more restaurants are
skipping the straws. The dangers
of plastics are well-documented
and well-known to those tracking
threats to our world, but one
source of plastic pollution has
gone largely unnoticed until now:
shotgun wads.
So what is a shotgun “wad”?
This pile shows 3800 wads and shells (the ratio between the two is about 9:1) and about 1000It's the part of a shotgun shell that
1200 caps (totalling about 5000 pieces of plastic). Beer bottle shown for scale. Photo: Martin Swett.
keeps the shot (pellets) together
many wads wind up in waterways, they naturally drift
but separate from the powder. The wad also creates
into bays, rivers, and the ocean like tiny plastic squid.
a seal that prevents gas from blowing through the
So how do plastic wads aﬀect wildlife? In the
shot allowing a more consistent discharge. Until the
Taranaki Region of New Zealand, software created
1970s, shotgun wads were made of paper or cardboard.
by MetOcean Solutions tracked shotgun wads from
However, in order to lower manufacturing cost and
their source at a gun club on the Manganui River. The
increase ease of production, manufacturers switched to
wads washed downstream 20 miles into the Tasman
non-biodegradable plastic. For hunters, the plastic wad
Sea and from there were found along beaches for
helps to create a tighter shot pattern enabling them to
about 15 miles in each direction. Locally, wads are
kill more birds (and injure less). Unfortunately, because
commonly found from Redwood National Park to the
the wad is discharged with the shot and travels quite a
South Spit of Humboldt Bay.
distance before separating, and are typically shot over
Unfortunately, wads often make it to the sea and
water, hunters do not consider wads retrievable—which
can appear as a food source to pelagic birdlife (they
creates a huge plastic problem.
even have the shape and color of a small squid). When
According to the Virginia Institute of Marine
a bird’s stomach fills with plastic, the bird feels full,
Science, billions of shotgun wads are produced
ceases to eat and, confused, starves to death. This isn’t
domestically every year. Worldwide production has
the only way single use plastic kills wildlife. According
been estimated at 10 to 15 billion wads every year
to a New York Times article, the stomach of a sperm
for the last 50 years. Each shotgun wad equals about
whale washed ashore in Spain was filled with over 60
two grocery shopping bags’ worth of plastic. Shotgun
pounds of trash, mostly plastic.
wads are particularly troubling because of where
In short, from single-use straws to shotgun wads,
they’re used—in and around waterways, estuaries,
the plastic entering our marine ecosystems devastates
and other places we’ve chosen to preserve for their
wildlife—and even makes its... Continued on page 22
natural qualities and ecological importance. Since so

News from the Center
Continued from page 1
Your Watchdog

Our ability to watchdog these eﬀorts wouldn’t
be possible without the help of our supporters! The
outpouring of financial support we received from you
in 2018 was very gratifying. We held three successful
fundraisers and were able to end the year with some
savings. This will help us continue funding four parttime staﬀ positions and one work-study position, plus
continue weathering the unknown outcome of the
2018 tax write-oﬀ incentive change.
We’ll also be welcoming new interns for the
spring semester. We have several intern positions that
provide valuable experience while helping us with our
work: Special Projects, EcoNews Archive, EcoNews
Journalist/Production, and Education/Outreach. We
could not accomplish all we do without the support
of interns and volunteers! Please contact us if you are
interested in a future intern position or volunteering
with the NEC!
And, thanks again to all who came out to our Open
House in January. It was great to see so many familiar
faces. Thank you for your support, and we hope to
see you at one of our upcoming fundraising events!

Movie Night

Join us Thursday, February 7 for our second Movie
Night, this one focusing on Rivers and the Creatures
Who Rely on Them. We’ll be screening two films, the
first being “Dancing Salmon Home,” a film that follows
the Winnemem Wintu Tribe as they journey to New
Zealand to meet relatives of the Chinook, who used
to live in the McCloud River area before Shasta Dam
wiped them out. The evening will end with “The Trail
to Tarka,” a film that documents the search for otters on
the River Torridge in Devon, UK. This film has great
footage of these shy, playful creatures. The threats they
experience in the UK are not very diﬀerent from the
threats our local otters experience. HSU Professor Jeﬀ
Black will also speak about his years of otter research
and the new North Coast Otters art project.

Spaghetti FUN(d)Raiser

The NEC’s Third Annual Spaghetti FUN(d)
Raiser event will be Saturday, March 9, at the Bayside
Community Hall. Musical talent Kingfoot will provide
heel kicking dance music after a delicious spaghetti
dinner and silent auction. Tickets are available online
and at the oﬃce. Want to help out? We’re looking for
volunteers to help the day of the event, and are seeking
donations of items for the silent auction. Contact the
oﬃce at 822-6918 if you’re interested!

Birdathon

This year will mark the Fifth Annual Tim McKay
Birdathon. While the start date isn’t until May (exact
dates to be determined), it’s not too early to start forming
your team and soliciting donations! Proceeds from the
Birdathon are split between Redwood Region Audubon
Society and the NEC, so two great organizations benefit
from your day of birding.
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Local Governments Join Forces
on Climate Action Plan
Connor McGuigan
Last November, staﬀ from the County of Humboldt
and the seven cities within its boundaries came together
to discuss an exciting new project: a regional Climate
Action Plan (CAP) to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions throughout Humboldt County.
It’s not often that staﬀ from the County and all
the cities get together in the same room. Climate
change, however, has no jurisdictional boundaries—it
will impact us all. The diﬀuse causes of climate change
and far-reaching eﬀects call for coordinated action.
A regional approach makes economic sense as
well. Each local jurisdiction is subject to the same
state requirements to reduce GHG emissions. It will be
more cost eﬀective for local jurisdictions to combine
forces, as we all share many of the same impacts and we
have similar tools to address them. And, as statewide
funding becomes available to address climate change,
we all will be more competitive as a unified group
rather than striking out on our own individually.
To date, over 40 percent of local governments in
the state have completed CAPs. These plans include
an analysis of current emissions, a forecast of future
emissions, a greenhouse gas reduction target and a set
of policies and programs to meet the target. Humboldt’s
CAP will explore reducing emissions from five major
sectors: grid energy use, transportation, recycling and
waste, water delivery, and agriculture.
That first step in drafting the CAP—an inventory
of Humboldt County’s greenhouse gas emissions in the
year 2015—was recently completed by the Redwood
Coast Energy Authority (RCEA), a joint-powers
entity with participation from the county and all the
cities. RCEA looked at a wide range of data from
these sectors—electricity usage, vehicle trips, trash
pickups—to quantify which activities in the county
result in greenhouse gas emissions.
The inventory revealed that transportation is the
most significant source of emissions in Humboldt
County. This is to be expected for a mostly rural area
like Humboldt, where people rely on cars and trucks
to get around, and many travel long distances between
work and home.

PureWaterSpas

3750 Broadway | 707.444.8001 | jaysooter.com

CAPs often include measures that reduce vehicle
trips and their length. For example, the Sonoma County
CAP has a goal for 50 percent of new development
in the county to be mixed-use—a combination of
residential and commercial use—that enables people
to live close to where they work and play. Old Town
Eureka, where many buildings have both store-fronts
and apartments, is a good example of mixed-use
development here in Humboldt County.
The second highest source of GHG emissions in
Humboldt County may come as a surprise. Dairy and
beef cattle are an important part of Humboldt County’s
heritage, and dairy remains one of the region’s prominent
industries. But a cow’s digestion process produces
methane, a greenhouse gas over 30 times more potent
than carbon dioxide (CO2). A single dairy cow over
a year produces an amount of methane equivalent to
3.96 metric tons of CO2. That’s only a little less than
the average car, which emits 4.6 metric tons.
It’s not clear how to best reduce local GHG
emissions from this source. In other parts of the
state, advances in methane capture systems have
enabled many farms to reduce their carbon footprint
while generating revenue through the carbon oﬀset
market. Changing the food source for cows may also
be eﬀective in reducing emissions from this source.
We will be exploring all of these options and others
in partnership with local farmers and ranchers to
develop the best fit for our CAP.
Beyond transportation and livestock, electricity
consumption is the third-greatest source of GHG
emissions in the region. Humboldt County is somewhat
of an energy island. Most of our electricity is transmitted
from fossil fuel-fired power plants outside of the county.
Much of our natural gas, used for heating homes and
powering the Humboldt Bay Generating Station, is
also sourced from outside our boundaries.
In 2017, Redwood Coast Energy Authority became
the sole purchaser of electricity for customers in
Humboldt County. PG&E still delivers our power,
but RCEA decides where that power comes from,
providing savings on energy bills while purchasing
more renewable energy for...
Continued on page 22

VIOLET-GREEN
WINERY
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Celebrating 16 years of making fine wines for our community
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Local Biomass
Decision Opens
the Door to 100%
Clean Energy

Woody biomass. Photo: Appropedia.

Wendy Ring
“What energy future do we want for Humboldt
County?,” was the question faced by Community Choice
Energy (CCE) board members at their December
meeting. CCE was considering whether or not to
increase the amount of biomass energy purchased
from Humboldt Sawmills (formerly Pacific Lumber
Company and Humboldt Redwood Company) and
how long to extend the contract. Dropping biomass
outright was not on the table. The existing transmission
lines that bring electricity into the county can’t import
as much as we use, and we currently depend on local
biomass to make up the diﬀerence.
The board, which is composed of representatives
from local governments and is administered by the
Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA), chooses
Humboldt County’s energy mix. At its inception, the
board “aligned with the RePower Humboldt Strategic
Plan maximizing the use of local renewable resources,”
which meant prioritizing biomass. The RePower Plan,
prepared by HSU’s Schatz Energy Center in 2013,
proposed to increase the percentage of biomass energy
in the county’s power mix to 40 to 55 percent by 2030.
Until now, these principles have guided the CCE board's
decisions, and the portion of our electricity coming
from biomass has increased from 12 to 26 percent.
The board’s December decision not to increase the
amount of biomass energy and to extend Humboldt
Sawmill’s contract for just five years instead of 10 is a
promising departure from this trajectory.
Our biomass plants are renewable but not clean.
The stoker boilers are comprised of old and dirty
technology that emit more pollution than coal burning
plants. Complying with emissions standards, which at
times these plants have failed to do, is no guarantee of
clean air. Power plant emissions standards are based
not on health but on what is technically achievable with
their existing equipment.
Continued on page 21
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NRLT Celebrates Land
Conservation Successes
Dan Ehresman
Executive Director, NRLT

Morgan Corviday

Birding friends talk
about having a “big year.”
Last year was a very big
year for land conservation
and the Northcoast Regional
Land Trust (NRLT). This
was due, in large part, to
conservation partners—the
organizations, agencies and
individuals NRLT works with
to conserve and restore wild
and working lands in our
Above: The Hunter Ranch easement in eastern Humboldt County. Below: Volunteers at work
region. In celebration of these
on the Freshwater Farms Reserve. Photos courtesy of NRLT.
successes for our region, it
might be helpful to provide a bit of perspective as to
development, conserving diverse plant and wildlife
how we got here.
habitats, and safeguarding the capacity of the land to
As EcoNews readers are well aware, in addition
produce food and fiber.
to being a spectacular, biologically diverse place,
In 2018, in collaboration with our project partners,
California’s North Coast has been the victim of
NRLT completed conservation easements on three
environmental degradation at the hands of a rotating
properties—Hunter Ranch, Sproul Creek, and Indian
cast of overly extractive industries since the arrival of
Creek—altogether comprising over 27,000 acres in
Europeans over 200 years ago. Around 20 years ago,
Northwestern California. While each easement is
after witnessing environmental harms caused by an
tailored to the specific property, their unique habitats,
increasingly destructive cannabis industry, a group of
and the wishes of the landowner, one uniting theme
individuals from politically diverse perspectives began
is that each holding will be kept whole in perpetuity.
meeting to discuss how to head oﬀ the wholesale
The Hunter Ranch easement in eastern Humboldt
parcelization of ranches and forestlands into black
County conserves over 15,600 acres of rolling oak
market marijuana grows.
woodlands, mature Douglas-fir forest, and scenic
NRLT was founded in 2000 to work with private
Mad River frontage (a stretch of important habitat for
landowners on the conservation of wild and working
summer-run steelhead). The easement was possible
lands in Humboldt, Del Norte, and Trinity counties.
due to funding from the Wildlife Conservation Board
Since its founding, NRLT has partnered with
and a generous donation from the landowner.
landowners, agencies, organizations, and individuals
The Sproul Creek easement in southern Humboldt
to acquire conservation easements on large swaths of
County keeps whole over 9,000 acres of working
land in the region, thereby preventing subdivision and
redwood and Douglas-fir forest, preserves a 21-acre
oak woodland grove, and contains specific provisions
to protect instream flows for Sproul Creek, a watershed
deemed critical habitat for coho salmon. The full
value of the easement was generously donated by the
landowner, in addition to a donation for stewarding
the conservation easement.
The Indian Creek easement, in the far northern
end of Mendocino County and within the South Fork
Eel Watershed, conserves over 2,700 acres of working
forest and vital salmon habitat. The easement places
restrictions on timber harvest so that stands are managed
to enhance mature (late seral) forest characteristics over
time and, similar to Sproul, contains additional instream
flow protections. This easement was made possible with
the support of the landowner and four funding agencies:
CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, CA Wildlife
Conservation Board, Environmental Enhancement
and Mitigation Program, and National Fish and
Continued on page 22
Wildlife Foundation.
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Update:Eight Years
After Fukushima
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“Stop monitoring, evacuate now."
Hastily scribbled notes documenting
communications between emergency officials
monitoring the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant as the disaster unfolded on March 11, 2011 are
still in place on chalkboards and whiteboards at the
Environmental Radioactivity Monitoring Center in
Fukushima Prefecture, Japan, as if frozen in time. Media
representatives were invited in to the facility for the
first time since the incident just this past November, as
Fukushima University researchers measured radiation
levels inside.
March 11, 2019 will mark the eighth anniversary of
the triple meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear
Power Plant, following the 9.0 Tohoku earthquake and
resulting tsunami, which knocked out all power to
the plant, including the backup generators. Without
power, the cooling systems were inoperable, causing
a triple reactor meltdown and hydrogen explosions
of spent fuel rods in storage, which sparked concerns
about radioactive contamination across the Pacific
Ocean to the West Coast of the U.S.
While in the months following the catastrophe the
world learned that the disaster was far more serious
than Tepco, the operators of the plant, and the Japanese
government had initially claimed, public concern
about widespread contamination on U.S. shores has
faded over the years.
Cesium-134, one of several radioactive isotopes
released in the incident, is called the “fingerprint” of
Fukushima because it does not occur naturally in the
environment and has a relatively short half-life of only
two years (the half-life of radioactive isotopes is the
length of time it takes for half of the radioactivity to
decay—therefore any cesium-134 detected would have
had to come from a recent release). While C-134 was
detected 100 miles due west of Eureka as recently as
November 2014, confirming the arrival of Fukushima
currents to our shores, the amount was well below
the limit allowed by U.S. drinking water standards.
Cesium-137, which exists as residual background
Continued on page 19
radiation leftover from...

Jim Steinberg, Mediator
19 South G Street
Arcata, CA 95521
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Eye
on

Washington
Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

The Shutdown

The full eﬀects of the partial shutdown of the
federal government may not seem obvious to people
who are not federal workers or contractors who are
forced to go on unpaid leave or work without pay, who
interact with federal agencies or public lands, or those
who rely on federal safety net programs. But the eﬀects
are far-reaching.
The U.S. Coast Guard is one of the agencies that
is shut down, only staﬀed by “essential employees.”
Though some rescue staﬀ are working, there is no
support staﬀ, and they will miss paychecks. Other
important work such as monitoring marine pollution
and illegal activities has stopped.
National parks and forests are also unfunded and
down to essential employees due to the shutdown.
The media has been full of coverage of the unsafe and
unsanitary conditions and destructive behavior that
has resulted from lack of staﬀ. Real environmental
damage is being done due to lack of supervision and
enforcement, as well as illegal oﬀ-road vehicle use—
resulting in damage that could take decades to recover
from. Timely research and environmental monitoring
provides data that cannot be replaced, and will forever
be missing. Research to spread knowledge goes
unpublished and unknown.
Four conservation groups asked President Trump
to “fully fund the government” to bring employees
back to work or else close all parks and public
lands “to prevent irreparable harm to our nation’s
conservation heritage.”
“Without professional staﬀ on site to manage these
properties, we have witnessed a rash of destructive acts
and habitat degradation, including illegal dumping,
oﬀ-roading, vandalism of buildings, cut locks, rammed
gates, and human waste left beside closed bathrooms,
or along trails and in habitat—the adverse impacts
upon our nation’s cherished lands and waters could
take years to recover,” stated the National Wildlife
Federation, the National Wildlife Refuge Association,
the Coalition to Protect America’s National Parks, and
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Retirees Association.
Is this any way to treat the nation’s most treasured
natural and historic resources, the core of our
national legacy?

The New Congress

Although the Democrats now have a significant
majority in the House of Representatives, the
Republican majority actually grew in the U.S. Senate.

9

The Shutdown
& the New
Congress
The Senate has a key role in confirming presidential
appointees, such as the recently announced nomination
of Andrew Wheeler to be Director of the EPA. Wheeler
is expected to be an aggressive follow-up act to Scott
Pruitt in his deregulatory agenda. The House, however,
has great influence on agency work through budgets
and oversight. Discussions on Capitol Hill with the NEC
indicate that the new committee chairs are anxious and
willing to provide that oversight. The new chairman of
the House Natural Resources Committee and other
Democratic leaders have assured us that climate change
will be the banner conservation issue for this Congress.
While there are concerns about agency heads, there is
an excitement to forge ahead with important public
lands bills and marine protections.
In the first week of the new Congress, two bills
exemplify the partisan divide even in Northern
California. Congressman Huﬀman’s first bill to
be reintroduced, which the NEC supports, would
prohibit oil exploration oﬀ the coast of California. By
comparison, Rep. LaMalfa, R-CA 1st District just east
of Huﬀman’s District, introduced HR243: “To exempt
certain wildfire mitigation activities from certain
environmental requirements, etc.,” which would deny
public input on actions on hundreds of thousands of
acres of federal forests by eliminating road clearing
along forest roads for fire safety. There are other plans
for fire safety along roads and near communities in
fire-prone forests, but those plans retain public and
robust scientific input through the analysis required
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Congressman Huﬀman has indicated he intends to
reintroduce his “Northwest California Wilderness,
Recreation, and Working Forests Act” and Senator
Harris is expected to reintroduce her Senate companion
bill as well.

New Chairs in the House of Representatives
Natural Resources: Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ)

Grijalva may be the longest, loudest voice of support
for almost every conservation issue that concerns
the NEC and other conservation organizations. He
was vocal in his opposition to shrinking National
Monuments and has hosted panels and symposia
on the importance of the Endangered Species Act.
He will be a critic of GOP eﬀorts to shrink national
monuments, limit the Endangered Species Act, and
expand oﬀshore drilling and energy production on
federal lands. He may try to find common ground
with the minority party in order to find a solution to
permanent funding for the Federal Land and Water
Conservation Fund. He has received numerous
conservation awards.
Continued on page 21
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference
Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501

1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us

2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us

3rd District - Mike Wilson

707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us

4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us

5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov
112 Hart Senate Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huﬀman
https://huﬀman.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161

Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor

Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at https://
govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

Look up other California state legislators
here: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list?
www.usa.gov/elected-officials
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New Coastal Programs Coordinator

Casey Cruikshank. Photo: James Adam Taylor.

Casey Cruikshank
Hi, I’m Casey—the new Coastal Programs
Coordinator at the NEC. I wanted to take the time
to introduce myself and give a little background on
my coastal experience.
I grew up exploring the San Juan Islands where my
love for the ocean was first born. After high schooI, I
sailed in some of the most remote northern parts of
Australia, where I discovered beaches—rarely touched
by humans—covered in trash that had washed ashore.
This sparked my desire to make an impact on the
single-use plastic plague.
Five years later: I’ve gotten my degree in Recreation
Administration with an emphasis in Eco-Tourism at
HSU, adopted my cat Vera, fallen in love with our local
beaches, and became Coastal Programs Coordinator
at the NEC.

For the last year, I have also run a social media
initiative called @norcalbeachclean (find it on
Instagram or Facebook). I share pictures of the
trash I’ve found locally to help spread the word
that every trip to the beach is an opportunity to
clean up and make a diﬀerence. I also share stories
of personal changes I’ve made toward Zero Waste
in an eﬀort to show how easy it can be to cut out
single-use plastics.
In December, I became a member of the City
of Arcata Zero Waste Task Force, which discusses
the goals of the City of Arcata Zero Waste Action
Plan in order to come up with recommendations
to achieve them. These meetings are open to the
public and are held on the first Tuesday of every
month from 5-7 p.m. at the Arcata Marsh and
Wildlife Interpretive Center. If you’d like to attend,
the next meeting will be held on Feburary 5.
Being the new Coastal Programs Coordinator at
the NEC is a great honor—being in charge of programs
that make such a diﬀerence in our local community
is extremely rewarding. In 2018 alone, Adopt-ABlock participants collected over 20,000 cigarette
butts and removed 2,300 pounds of trash from our
streets. I am so thankful for all of the wonderful people
out there dedicating their time to protecting our
waterways and it just goes to show that together we can
make a diﬀerence!
If you are interested in learning more about
Coastal Programs at the NEC, email me at casey@
yournec.org. And don’t forget: this year is the 40th
anniversary of Coastal Cleanup Day. This national
event had its humble beginnings right here in
Humboldt, with the NEC!

Make Sure Your Voice is
Heard and Effective
Don’t just get frustrated or angry with
what is going on in Washington.

Join the NEC’s Action Group!

The NEC
the Raven Project
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Every Thursday at 1:30 p.m.,
KHSU (90.5 FM, khsu.org) airs the
NEC’s weekly half-hour EcoNews
Report radio show—the longest
running public aﬀ airs show on
the station! Each show features
a rotating roster of hosts from
our member groups interviewing
guests and experts on a variety of
environmental topics.
The EcoNews Report is also
podcasting! Check it out on iTunes
or wherever you get your podcasts.
Here’s a selection of some recent EcoNews Reports:
January 3, 2019 - Are prohibitionary cities and counties
unintentionally sanctioning the illegal cannabis market?
Friends of the Eel River's Conservation Director Scott
Greacen discussed this question with Mark Lovelace,
Cannabis Policy Advisor for HdL Companies.
January 10, 2019 - Tom Wheeler, Executive Director of
the Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC),
interviewed Mark Andre, Environmental Services Director
for the City of Arcata, about the history, purpose, and
benefits of the Arcata Community Forest, including its
innovative model of community forest management and
sustainable timber harvesting.
January 17, 2019 - Jennifer Kalt, Director of Humboldrt
Baykeeper, hosted Jennifer Savage, California Policy
Manager for Surfrider Foundation, an international
organization dedicated to the protection and enjoyment
of the world's oceans, waves, and beaches through a
powerful activist network.
And don't forget the NEC's EcoNews Roundup! A
monthly show featuring a variety of local and national
environmental news stories brought to you by Larry
Glass, NEC’s Executive Director, and Bella Waters, NEC’s
Admin & Development Director.
The January 24, 2019 edition covered: KlamathSiskiyou spring Chinook, Mercer-Fraser's Dinsmore
asphalt plant, Trinity County cannabis issues, the return of
the Arcata Village project, Shotgun Wad Watcher citizen
science, the Exxon climate fraud investigation, ocean
warming, the Camp Fire aftermath, and more!

yournec.org/econews-report
Presents

2018
withJane
JaneBothwell
Bothwell
2019CLASSES
CLASSES & EVENTS
EVENTS with
Drop off

clean

be effective!

www.yournec.org

EcoNews Report Report

Every Thursday - 90.5 FM - khsu.org

Joining is easy! Just send an email to
Dan.Sealy@yournec.org
to have your name and email added to the
action list members.
We have hosted Teach-Ins and attended
Town Halls. Join us for letter-writing events,
meetings, rallies and teach-ins and learn how
you can help save the planet.
Watch our website and EcoNews for
updates. Don’t be frustrated and angry—

The

415 I St. (Corner of I & Samoa) in Arcata
www.yournec.org

Beginning with Herbs: Jan. 23 -March 13, 2019
10-Month Herbal Studies: Feb.-Nov. 2019
Springtime in Tuscany, An Herbal Journey:
May 25-June 5, 2019
707-442-8157 • www.dandelionherb.com
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Kin to the Earth:

Greta Thunberg

16-year-old Climate Activist
Morgan Corviday

the world leaders to care for our future. They have
The new face of climate activism may be young, but
ignored us in the past and they will ignore us again.
she is determined, and her direct approach is bringing
We have come here to let them know that change is
attention to the urgency of global climate change. Greta
coming whether they like it or not.”
Thurnberg, a 16-year-old climate activist from Sweden,
Greta asked the people of the world to rise to the
does not mince her words when she speaks about the
challenge and “realize that our political leaders have
action needed to address climate change. She does not
failed us.” She continued, “Since our leaders are behaving
like children, we will have to take the responsibility
shy away from boldly addressing business leaders, or
they should have taken long ago.”
government representatives, or crowds
In January, she spoke on a panel at the
in the tens of thousands—armed with Adults keep saying: ‘We
facts and the stark reality of what she, owe it to the young people World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos,
and everyone on planet Earth, will face if to give them hope.’ But I Switzerland, alongside such heavy-hitters
immediate action is not taken to drastically don’t want your hope. I as Bono (frontman of U2), reknowned
want you to panic. I want conservationist Jane Goodall, former
reduce carbon emmissions.
you to feel the fear I feel
Last year, at only 15, she began leading every day. And then I want UN climate chief Christiana Figueres,
weekly climate strikes on the steps of you to act. To act as you and panel host and billionaire Marc
Swedish Parliament, missing school on would in a crisis. To act Benioﬀ. She directly addressed the elite
Fridays (with the approval of her parents) as if our house is on fire. attendees, seated just feet in front of her,
telling them that they were among those
to make a statement. The vigils are ongoing Because it is.”
directly responsible for the climate crisis.
- Greta Thunberg, at WEF
and have spread across Europe, using the
Author and climate activist Naomi
social media hashtag #FridaysForFuture.
Klein applauded her bravery, writing on Twitter: “It
Greta had fallen into depression as she watched
takes deep courage to go to Davos and tell the mastersworld leaders, even those who asserted that humanof-the-universe *to their faces* that they knowingly
caused climate change was an “existential crisis,”
torched the planet in order [to] get filthy rich.”
continue to behave as if there were no emergency. So
“On climate change,” Kevin Anderson, professor
she turned her anguish into action. “We young people
of
energy
and climate change at the University of
don’t have the vote, but school is obligatory,” she said
Manchester,
said in response to her COP24 speech
in August 2018. “So this a way to get our voices heard.”
that
the
teenager
demonstrated “more clarity and
In December, she gave an impassioned speech
leadership
in
one
speech
than a quarter of a century of
at COP24 (24th Conference of Parties), the annual
the
combined
contributions
of so-called world leaders.
international United Nations climate conference. In
Wilful
ignorance
and
lies
have
overseen a 65 percent
front of representatives from governments around the
rise
in
CO2
since
1990.
Time
to
hand over the baton.”
world, she declared, “We have not come here to beg
As scientists now say we only have about 12 years
Greta Thunberg, above left, after addressing 10,000 people in
left to drastically reduce carbon emissions and prevent
Helsinki, October 20, 2018, at the largest climate march in Finland’s
catastrophic climate consequences, it’s time indeed.
history. Photo: Svante Thunberg (Greta’s father) via Twitter.

In Memory of Mary Oliver
September 10, 1935 – January 17, 2019

Kelly was a long-time volunteer at EPIC. Below she is adorned
with forest leaves, wearing an EPIC Save Richardson Grove shirt.

What is the vitality and necessity
of clean water?
Ask the man who is ill, who is lifting
his lips to the cup.
Ask the forest.

Support Kelly Karaba
Kelly Karaba (aka Kelly Compost and drag king Hugh
Johnson) is known in local environmental circles and
the community at large as a sweet soul, full of joy and
passion. She was a passenger in a serious head-on vehicle
collision on November 23, 2018, resulting in multiple
broken bones, surgeries, and ongoing, long-term
hospital care. She is in great need of financial assistance
for her ever-increasing medical bills. If you can help, visit:
www.gofundme.com/support-kelly-karaba/.
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Interested in leading a walk? Have ideas on
where you think we should go? Please let us
know! We welcome any and all feedback regarding these events! Email Melissa
(nevrdoughn@gmail.com).

Where are they now?
Former NEC Work-Study Student

Cherry Sripan

Cherry Sripan

The Greenhouse Club
The Greenhouse Club was established to help fund
the Dr. Walker Greenhouse on the HSU campus, as
well as to gather a group of like-minded plant lovers to
care for the many species living there and learn more
about plants in general. The Greenhouse contains the
largest botanical collection in the California State
University system, consisting of over 1,000 plant
species in 187 families.
Club activities include propagation workshops,
nature walks, plant based potlucks, plant sales, and
club meetings designed to help create a community
of educated horticulturalists. Everyone is welcome—
from avid gardeners to students who have never taken
care of a plant (but are interested in doing so). At the
end of the day, our club’s goal is educate and create
a greater sense of value for the all the unique plants
around us as well as establish new friendships to enjoy
that value with.
Interested in learning more? Contact the club at
greenhouseclub@humboldt.edu, or find them on
Instagram: @hsugreenhouseclub.
Photo from the Greenhouse Club Instagram page.

It’s been a nonstop
adventure since I left
beautiful Arcata and the
NEC! These two places
really helped me discover
a passion for, and later
a career in, social and
environmental justice.
I joined the NEC as
a work-study student
during my final year of
studies at Humboldt State
University (HSU) and
was part of its fantastic
team from June 2014 to
July 2015. My main tasks
included helping with the
EcoNews archive, assisting
Cherry Sripan is Communications and Advocacy Coordinator for the World Fair Trade Organization
with donations processing,
Asia, based in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Photo courtesy of Cherry Sripan.
and supporting the
organization of the NEC’s activities and events.
movement fighting social and environmental inequality
My time at the NEC was an important catalyst
by encouraging responsible trade, production, and
for me to continue in the nonprofit field. I learned
consumption. Fair Trade is about oﬀering better trading
how to apply theories from the classroom to my
conditions for and securing the rights of producers
community—on the ground, where the action is, where
and workers. The WFTO is home to more than 400
change happens. The NEC’s more than 40 years of strong
Fair Trade enterprises, businesses that are missionstakeholder engagement, and its ability to galvanize
driven and prioritize people and planet over profit.
community members into action, speak volumes to the
Its operational activities are monitored and verified in
NEC’s huge role in protecting California’s Pacific North
accordance with standards that ensure workers’ rights
Coast. Being a part of this legacy was so empowering.
to safe working conditions and living wages, fight
I learned how eﬀective one person can be and that a
child labor and discrimination, and promote gender
strong community is key to any victory. The NEC taught
equality and environmental stewardship.
me the ropes of awareness-raising and community
I am grateful for my experience at the NEC, which
engagement—the very skills and experience that led
paved my career path, and I am especially grateful to
me to where I am now in my career!
have worked alongside my wonderful colleagues at
I am now part of the World Fair Trade Organization
the time—Dan Ehresman, Jennifer Savage, Morgan
Asia, a regional office of the World Fair Trade
Corviday, Brandon Drucker, Madison Peters, Sydney
Organization, where I serve as Communications
Stewart, and Justin Zakoren—whose passion and talent
and Advocacy Coordinator. Fair Trade is a global
inspired me immensely. Thank you NEC!
Do you know a former NEC intern, work-study student, volunteer, or employee who continued on
an environment-related path after leaving the NEC? Contact the editor at morgan@yournec.org.
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Renewed Threat from Contaminated Former
Lumber Mill in Glendale
Jennifer Kalt, Director
After the second spill, the penta dip tank was
concrete to prevent mobilization of contaminated
In late December, the California Department of
dismantled and penta was applied in a building south
groundwater toward the Mad River.
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), whose mission
of Glendale on the site known as the McNord Lumber
It is unclear to what extent soil at the McNamara
is “to protect California’s people and environment
Company. In 1985, DTSC issued a Notice of Violation
and Peepe site has been tested for dioxins, highly toxic
from harmful eﬀects of toxic substances,” issued a
to McNamara and Peepe for improper disposal and
compounds that were components of penta-based wood
stunning announcement: The highly toxic
preservatives. Dioxins are an extremely
contamination at the former McNamara
persistent group of chemicals that still may
and Peepe lumber mill in Glendale, which
be present in the soil at the site, as they
was believed to have been contained since
have been found in the soils of many former
1998 pursuant to a state-approved Remedial
lumber mill sites in Humboldt County, as
Action Plan, is not under control. The
well as in Humboldt Bay sediments and
certification of DTSC’s Remedial Action
creeks downstream from mill sites.
Plan now has been rescinded because the
In 2006, Humb oldt B ayke ep er
cap has failed to contain contaminated
succeeded in getting formal recognition
groundwater. The agency will now develop
of dioxin contamination in Humboldt Bay.
a new plan to remediate and/or control
At that time, development of a recovery
the contamination.
plan was scheduled by the North Coast
The potential for contaminated
Regional Water Board for 2019 but has
groundwater to move oﬀ-site is especially
been delayed. Several major dioxin sites
concerning because of its proximity to the
around the bay have been remediated
Mad River, which is the source of drinking
in the past decade, but we face an uphill
water supplies for more than 80,000 people
battle to get the remaining sites cleaned
in Eureka, Arcata, McKinleyville, Blue
up, despite the threats they pose to human
Lake, Manila, Glendale, and Fieldbrook.
health and the environment.
The Mad River is also considered critical
In some cases, these former lumber
and/or essential habitat for salmonids,
mills are long gone, along with the companies
candlefish, and other aquatic species.
responsible for the contamination left
Recent groundwater monitoring
behind. The City of Arcata purchased
has found elevated levels of cadmium,
one such property—formerly Little
chromium, lead, and pentachlorophenol, a
Lake Industries on South I Street along
wood preservative used to prevent fungus.
Butcher’s Slough—and is planning soil
Site vicinity map indicating the location of the former McNamara and Peepe Lumber Mill in
This fungicide, known as “penta,” was used
and
groundwater sampling with U.S. EPA
Glendale and proximity of the Mad River. Map by Weiss Associates.
at the mill until 1984, shortly before it was
Brownfields funding. Unfortunately, the
banned for use on lumber due to its high dioxin content.
storage of hazardous wastes and for operating a
McNamara and Peepe site was removed from the
DTSC says that the failure of the cap is related to
hazardous waste site without a permit. The company
Superfund list in 2007 by the EPA, which declared
much higher groundwater levels, which are now 15 feet
declared bankruptcy shortly thereafter.
that no further action was necessary.
higher than in 2002, when Blue Lake Forest Products
In 1986, the mill was acquired by Blue Lake
Humboldt Baykeeper advocates for sampling and
closed and stopped pumping from an on-site well. Due
Forest Products, which declared bankruptcy in 2002,
remediation of these former mill sites wherever possible,
to the higher groundwater levels, the contaminated
leaving California taxpayers to foot the bill for ongoing
whether through commenting on re-development
soil has been in contact with groundwater for years.
monitoring of the site, which had been “capped” with
proposals, reviewing sampling plans, or through legal
There is a long history of contamination and
action when necessary. We will review and comment on
regulatory violations at this and other nearby mills. In
the DTSC’s next steps for ensuring that the McNamara
For more Baykeeper news and info,
October 1968, a penta spill from the Molalla-Arcata
and Peepe site is no longer a threat to the Mad River,
visit www.humboldtbaykeeper.org,
Lumber Mill caused a massive fish kill in the Mad
its tributaries, and our region’s drinking water supplies.
like us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter
River. State wildlife biologists reported that more than
More information about contaminated former
@HumBaykeeper, and sign up for e-newsletters
10,000 steelhead were killed immediately following
mill sites in the Glendale area is available at the
by emailing us at
the spill. In January 1969, the McNamara and Peepe
DTSC’s EnviroStor website (www.envirostor.
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.
mill spilled the chemical into the Mad River.
dtsc.ca.gov/).
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The Environmental Protection
Information Center

ep c

EPIC Appeals Green Diamond’s
FSC Certification
Rob DiPerna

maintain an HCVF network of lands classified as
“core-interior habitats,” and to voluntary conserve,
enhance, and maintain all lands designated as HCVF.
EPIC found that Green Diamond is including
lands in its HCVF network that do not meet the
definition of a “core interior habitat,” such as the
Riparian Management Zones (RMZs) established along
Class I and Class II watercourses on Green Diamond
lands. These RMZs are thin strips of forested lands
left behind after Green Diamond clearcuts. Even if
Green Diamond’s RMZs are appropriate to include
in its HCVF network, evidence found in SCS’s own
audit and certification and re-certification reports
indicates that the total acreage of RMZ accounted
by the company as HCVF has steadily declined since
2012, and that thousands of acres once accounted
as RMZ HCVF have not been maintained as HCVF
and instead have been subject to active commercial
timber management.
EPIC further found that Green Diamond was
accounting something it calls, “NSO Core-Areas,” as
HCVF (NSO is an abbreviation for northern spotted
owl). Aside from the fact that no clear definition of
“NSO Core-Areas” seems to exist, there is also no
indication of where these areas are located on the
Green Diamond commercial timber
Clearcuts on Green Diamond land adjacent to Redwood National Park.
landscape, or if they exist at all. And,
Photo courtesy of Kimberly Baker.
if all that’s not suspicious enough,
SCS’s own audit and certification
reports show a steady decline in
the acres accounted by Green
Diamond as “NSO Core Areas” in
its HCVF network since 2012. It
appears that thousands of acres of
“NSO Core Areas” once accounted
by Green Diamond as part of its
HCVF network have since been
lost to active commercial timber
management, which is expressly
antithetical to the requirements
to protect, enhance, and maintain
lands designated as HCVF and to
preclude active commercial timber
management in such areas.
EPIC also appealed Green
Diamond’s recertification by SCS
under FSC standards on the basis
EPIC filed a formal Complaint over and Appeal
of the recertification of Green Diamond Resource
Company in conformance with the standards and
criteria of the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) on
December 24, 2018.
The Complaint and Appeal were presented to
the independent certification company Scientific
Certification Systems (SCS), based in Emeryville, CA.
SCS initially certified Green Diamond in 2012 amidst
great local opposition and controversy, and then recertified Green Diamond in early 2018.
FSC certification, monitoring, and issuance of
additional specific criteria to maintain FSC conformance
and certification, known as “Corrective Action Reports”
are all conducted and administered by independent
third-party certification companies, like SCS. SCS is
also the certification company responsible for Humboldt
Redwood Company’s FSC certification.
EPIC’s Complaint to SCS comes out of an
investigation into Green Diamond’s recertification
under FSC for forest management and the legitimacy
of Green Diamond’s network of “High Conservation
Value Forest” (HCVF). FSC standards require certified
companies like Green Diamond to establish and
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that the company has not lived up to FSC standards or
genuinely addressed Corrective Acton Reports calling
on the company to create a program to solicit, intake,
and integrate input into its management practices
from a broad spectrum of public and community
stakeholders. Green Diamond claims that the funding
of local civic clubs and recreational community sports
teams are suﬃcient to meet the letter and intent of
FSC’s standards for intaking and integrating public
stakeholder input. Suﬃce to say, EPIC disagrees.
SCS has initiated its process to formally investigate
and respond to EPIC’s Complaint and Appeal of Green
Diamond’s 2017-2018 recertification under FSC’s
standards and has promised to provide a full written
response from its investigation within 90-days of
the filing date.
Nobody peels back the layers of the onion like
EPIC. We do the dirty work in-the-trenches, all to
protect our forests, fish, wildlife, water and this amazing
place we call home. To support our work, please visit
www.wildcalifornia.org.

Action Alert!
In late November 2018, Green Diamond
submitted THP 1-18-177DEL, the “Arrow Mills”
THP, totaling 125 acres of timber harvest in Upper
and Lower Turwar Creek at Klamath Glen, just upriver of the town of Klamath, CA. Of the total 125acre THP, 104 acres are proposed for clearcutting.
The THP threatens significant adverse impacts
to rare, threatened, and endangered species,
including northern spotted owls, marbled
murrelets, osprey, and even ruffed grouse,
all of which are known to exist and have
been observed in the vicinity of the THP.

Take action now!

Go to www.wildcalifornia.org now
to personalize your comment on the
proposed Arrow Mills THP requesting
that Calfire deny Green Diamond’s plans
to clearcut Humboldt marten habitat.
Comments can also be sent directly to
santarosapubliccomment@fire.ca.gov
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Logging in Winter: Can Water Quality be Protected?
Send a message to North Coast Water
Board Executive Oﬃcer Matt St. John to
Felice Pace
comment on the proposed “Short-Term
Water Resources Chair
Renewal of Categorical Waiver of Waste
When I first began paying attention
Discharge Requirements for Discharges
to logging in Northern California back in
Related to Timber Harvest Activities on
the late 1970s, operations (often called
Non-Federal Lands in the North Coast
“shows” by the loggers) were completely
Region.” Tell St. John that current rules
shut down during winter. That was true
for private and public land logging are
whether the land in question was public
not adequately protecting water quality.
land or privately controlled. Loggers put
Suggest that the renewed permit prohibit
away their chainsaws, parked their logging
log hauling between October 30 and April
trucks, went on unemployment, and spent
1 and only allow logging operations when
the winter fishing for salmon and steelhead.
there is a truly extended dry period lasting
What was known as “the normal operating
at least a week.
period” extended from April 1 through
Comments can be sent to Mr. St.
October 30, when conditions were dry,
John at this email address: Matt.St.John@
to protect water quality.
waterboards.ca.gov. Please send a copy of
Things began to change with the Great
your email to this author at unofelice@
California Drought of 1977—the year the
gmail.com as well.
rains simply did not come. Since the land
Green Diamond Resources (formerly Simpson Timber) logging along the Bald Hills. Conditions
Find links to resources mentioned in
stayed dry, timber interests began arguing
quickly change from dry to wet in the North Coast and Klamath regions. Loggers do not end
operations as quickly. Photo: Felice Pace.
this article by visiting this article on the
that they should be allowed to log during
NEC website.
the “extended dry periods” that sometimes
occur at the beginning of the normal rainy season.
Service scientists and others examining logging and
Forest Service managers and Water Board regulators
its impacts within the North Coast’s Caspar Creek
agreed and began approving logging during these
Watershed.
One need not be a Sierra Club member to participate
winter “extended dry periods.” Conservationists and
in these outings. Please join us!
Logging
in
the
mud
clean water advocates did not object at the time—after
This winter, post-fire salvage logging continues
Saturday, February 9—North Group Dry Lagoonall, those periods were truly dry.
Stone Lagoon Hike. A hike north along the beach,
in the Horse and Seiad Creek tributaries of the
But the timber industry now had a foot in the door
then turn inland past a variety of dense vegetation to
Klamath National Forest. These watersheds have
and their representatives have continued to chip away
the Stone Lagoon boat-in State Park campground, and
experienced forest fires in recent years but those
return. Bring lunch. No dogs. Medium diﬃculty, 5 miles,
at rules preventing logging during wet weather. Little
impacts have not stopped Forest Service managers from
less than 1000 ft. elevation change. Carpools: Meet 9
by little, these timber industry lobbyists convinced
proposing—and North Coast clean water regulators
a.m. Ray’s shopping center in Valley West, or trailhead 10
the water boards to further loosen logging rules.
a.m. Dry Lagoon Day Use Area on Highway 101. Leader
from approving—logging and road reconstruction
As a result, logging now stops only when there are
Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652. Heavy
during the winter wet season.
successive days with an inch or more of precipitation,
rain cancels.
North Coast Water Board approval of winter
and logging resumes soon after big rainstorms end.
Saturday, March 9—North Group Arcata Community
logging and wet-season road work for the Low Gap
Forest Fickle Hill-Diamond Dr. Hike. Join us for a
Because conditions on the North Coast can and do
and Copper timber sales is based on Forest Service
spring stroll through the redwoods. Thrushes, trilliums,
change quickly from dry to wet, the current North Coast
proposals to upgrade what it calls “legacy sediment
milkmaids and more. No dogs. Easy hike, 5 miles, less
Water Board logging rules sometimes result in logging
sites” along logging roads within the timber sale area.
than 1000 ft. elevation change. Meet 9 a.m. at Arcata
and log hauling taking place during wet conditions.
Safeway parking lot, or Fickle Hill parking area at 9:20.
These upgrades to larger culverts and road dips,
According to the scientists who have studied North
Leader Ned, nedforsyth48@gmail.com, 707-825-3652.
rather than healing sediment sites, instead make it
Coast logging for decades, hauling logs in wet weather
feasible for logging and log hauling to proceed during
results in significant amounts of fine sediment being
wet weather. This, as clearly indicated by the Reid and
Please Join Us!
delivered to streams where it smothers salmon and
Dunn road studies, will result in fine, salmon-killing
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the
steelhead eggs, preventing many eggs from hatching.
second Tuesday of each month in the first floor conference
sediment being delivered to Klamath River salmon
As early as the 1980s, empirical studies by Leslie
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka. The
streams.
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation
Reid and Tom Dunne found that hauling logs during
issues, begins at 6:45 PM. Members and non-members with
Take Action: Public comments are accepted until 5:00
wet conditions delivers significant amounts of fine
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When
p.m. on February 4, 2019 on a permit for private land
sediment to streamcourses—even when those roads
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or
logging along the North Coast and within the California
have been covered with gravel. The Reid and Dunne
concern, we often place them first or early on the agenda.
portion of the Klamath River Basin that is up for renewal.
road studies are part of long-term research by Forest
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Catkins, early spring flowers

In late winter and very early spring, insect
pollinators are scarce and wind is common. California
hazelnut (Corylus cornuta), red alder (Alnus rubra),
and coast silktassel (Garrya elliptica) are common
species here that bloom very early, producing slender,
dangling catkins of tiny, inconspicuous male flowers
that produce clouds of pollen to be wafted around by
the wind. Their female flowers become, respectively,
the hazelnut, the alder cone, or the clusters of brittleskinned berries of Silk Tassel.

Dangling male catkins of California hazelnut, with one
female flower. Photo: Donna Wildearth.

Field Trips

Evening Programs

February 23, Saturday. Skunk Cabbage Trail
Day Hike. Glowing, yellow lanterns of Skunk Cabbage,
succulent mats of Pacific golden saxifrage, massive
redwood, sitka spruce, and western hemlock, an ocean
vista, wind-sheared coastal bluﬀs, ferny banks, mossy
bigleaf maples, and sandy beach are along this section
of the California Coastal Trail in Redwood National and
State Parks. We will shuttle cars so we can walk one
way the 5.6 miles from Skunk Cabbage Trail trailhead
to Davison Rd. near the Gold Bluﬀs Beach entrance
station. Dress for the weather in a shady forest and on
an exposed beach. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 9
a.m. at Pacific Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata).
Tell Carol you are coming: 707-822-2015; theralphs@
humboldt1.com.
March 24, Sunday. Horse Linto Day Hike.
Early spring brings fawn lilies, trilliums, and warriors
to the oak woodlands and riparian forests of Horse
Linto Campsite in Six Rivers National Forest and
the road to it from Willow Creek. To see them we
will walk a short, uneven trail and explore along the
road. Dress for the weather; bring lunch and water.
Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacific Union School (3001
Janes Rd., Arcata) to carpool. Return mid-afternoon.
Please tell Carol you are coming: 707-822-2015,
theralphs@humboldt1.com

February 13, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Rare and
Endangered Conifers of the Klamath Mountains:
Updates from the Field.” Educator, author, and
ecologist Michael Kauﬀmann has been tracking the
ecology and distribution of Klamath Mountain conifers
for over 15 years, and his book, “Conifer Country,” is
the definitive field guide to the region. Recently he has
been working with the California Native Plant Society
and the Klamath, Six Rivers, and Modoc National
Forests to map and inventory the rare and threatened
conifers of northern California from mountain summits
to coastal river valleys.
March 13, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. “Ecology
and Conservation of the California Pitcher Plant.”
Daring to understand the ecology and distribution of
the California pitcher plant (Darlingtonia californica),
Jamieson Chilton, a student at Humboldt State
University, will dive into the work he is doing on
the ecology and future conservation of this unique
species. This native, wetland plant inhabits poor, often
serpentinous soils, and has resorted to carnivory to
supplement nutrient deficiencies. It is not only unique
to northern California and southwest Oregon, but it
is also the logo for CNPS North Coast Chapter!

All levels of expertise are welcome on our trips. We all
are or were beginners, and we all are ready to share.

Red Alder young female cones (ball-shaped) and male catkin
(cylindrical). Photo: Donna Wildearth.

Native Plants Every Day!

Workshop
Long, dangling, tinsel-like catkins make the male Coast Silk
Tassel an attractive garden plant. Photo: Donna Wildearth.

Berries develop in female catkins of Coast Silk Tassel. The
stigmas, where the wind-blown pollen landed, are still attached
to the tips of the fruits. Photo: Len Mazur.
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Evening programs are free, public events at the
Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., near
7th and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m.;
program at 7:30 p.m.

A selection of our chapter-grown native plants is available to buy
every day, 12 noon-6 p.m., at the Kneeland Glen Farm Stand at
Freshwater Farms Reserve, 5851 Myrtle Ave. (near Three Corners
Market). If you don’t see what you want there, you can ask if we
have it by contacting us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com.

March 23, Saturday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m. Sedge (Carex)
Workshop. Sedge fan for
20 years, Gordon Leppig will
lead an intense day of sedge
identification and appreciation
at Humboldt State University.
Familiarity with keying plants in
the Jepson Manual is required.
This event has a fee: $120/$150
CNPS member/non-member.
Register by March 1 at http://
www.cnps.org/cnps/education/
workshops.
www.yournec.org
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ZWH Refill Not Landfill
Project Expands
Sarai Lucarelli and Maggie Gainer
With the cooperation of six local governments
and three schools; the support of Coast Central
Credit Union, Strong Foundation, and Mad River
Rotary Club; and a start up grant from the Footprint
Foundation, Zero Waste Humboldt (ZWH) has
gradually expanded its Refill Not Landfill project to
reduce the number of single use plastic water bottles
in the Humboldt waste stream.
ZWH designed the project with an emphasis on
installation of conveniently located water bottle refill
stations, incorporating three behavior change tools.
Behavior change research indicates that improving
convenience and providing the ability to observe
others engaging in a new habit increases the public’s
adoption rate of a new behavior. The significant
cost savings from replacing single use plastic water
bottles with reusable/refillable water bottles is also a
strong boost to this new habit.
ZWH piloted the project awarding water bottle
refill stations in three City of Eureka Parks and
Recreation buildings in 2016. Since then, partnerships
with additional municipal and school buildings have
gradually joined the project.
Fortuna’s Parks and Recreation Department is a
good example. It was awarded a water bottle refill station
and installed it in Rohner Park in August 2018. The

counter on their water refill station already indicates
over 3000 uses. After the installation of all twelve
stations, ZWH will begin public education to
encourage use of reusable water bottles and
monitoring when and how much the stations are
used. Zero Waste Humboldt has compiled research
on a large variety of water bottle refill station
models, including the inexpensive adapters for
existing drinking fountains.
Single use plastic water bottles are an unnecessary
scourge on the earth. Americans alone throw
away over 38 billion plastic water bottles each
year. More than 70 percent of these will likely end
up in landfills or an ocean. Furthermore, it takes
1.5. million barrels of oil to make those single
use plastic bottles. (For additional information,
visit www.BantheBottle.com.)
Some major companies (Dasani, for example) have
been discovered bottling tap water and then selling
that water at a 1000 percent price markup (considering
that tap water is nearly free). See the documentary
film “Tapped” for more information.
To learn more and to join the Refill Not Landfill
Project, email contact@zerowastehumboldt.org.

Zero Waste Humboldt
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org

Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation, City of Fortuna.
Photo courtesy of Zero Waste Humboldt.

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical

Healthcare
for your life.
• Over 400 medicinal
and culinary herbs
• Organic teas
• Custom formulas
• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

5301 Boyd Rd, Arcata • Just off Guintoli Ln. at Hwy 299
707-825-8880 • www.almquistlumber.com
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Mobility on Demand –
What Does That Mean?
Colin Fiske, Executive Director

One of the biggest and most talked about trends
in transportation in recent years is variously known as
“mobility on demand” or “mobility as a service.” While
you may not have heard these particular industry
buzzwords, you’ve definitely heard about some of the
manifestations of this phenomenon, which include
everything from Uber and Lyft, to bike-share programs,
to dockless scooters. The idea is that providers are
moving toward an internet-era model of flexible,
personalized transportation (as opposed to the “oldfashioned” approach of having to wait for a fixed-route
bus or train, or trying to hail a taxi on the street, or
even—gasp—walking somewhere).
The implications of this trend for our environment,
our economy, and our health and safety are enormous,
and too numerous to fully explore here. However, a
quick skim of old editions of The Collector (CRTP’s
weekly transportation news roundup) provides an
interesting and revealing sample of headlines on
the subject:
• “Research suggests Uber & Lyft are causing more
driving, not less”
• “Microtransit: the future of public transportation
or revival of a bad idea?”
• “Bringing Facebook’s business model to
transportation”

• “Uber & Lyft users are rich”
• “Charging Lyft & Uber for curb access”
• “Taxi co-ops oﬀer an alternative to Uber & Lyft”
• “Are e-bikes the breakthrough bikeshare
programs need?”
• “E-scooters are the hot new transportation
thing—but what to do about them?”

Zagster bike rental station in Eureka. Photo: CRTP.

Sign up at:

www.transportationpriorities.org

Support local,
non-profit
environmental
news!
Sponsor
Informing the North Coast and
Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion on
environmental issues since 1971

For more
information, contact

nec@yournec.org
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All of this can sometimes seem rather distant in a
remote, rural area like ours, where public transportation
has always been somewhat limited and ride-hailing
companies have not yet achieved the dominance they
have in major cities. But the trend is coming even here.
Thankfully, the Humboldt County Association of
Governments (HCAOG) had the foresight to begin
a public planning process for mobility on demand,
rather than letting it develop haphazardly as it has
in many other places, and is currently working on a
“Mobility on Demand Strategic Development Plan.” At
the first public input session in December, the main
takeaway from participants was that we shouldn’t
get too caught up in developing new “on-demand”
systems when there’s still a huge unmet demand for
traditional public transportation in our region. CRTP
agreed with this sentiment, but also commented that
it would be far better to develop quality public ondemand options than to allow private profit-seeking
companies to dominate the sector. A public system
could have a positive impact by balancing important
local priorities, such as improving access for those
with limited mobility while reducing overall vehicle
miles traveled and greenhouse gas emissions.
There will be more opportunities over the coming
year to share your ideas about local mobility on demand
with HCAOG, so stay tuned. Read more about mobility
on demand in many editions of The Collector.

www.yournec.org

NCCS

Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services
The Green Cleaning
Specialists
Commercial office cleaning,
window cleaning, and
carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com
707-269-0180
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502
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Fukushima

Continued from page 8
...nuclear testing in the mid-1900s (with a half-life
of 30 years), is still being detected along the entire
west coast at levels higher than would otherwise be
present, though still well below government-established
safety limits.
While experts like marine chemist Ken Buessler,
with the Center for Marine and Environmental Radiation
at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI),
aﬃrm the data currently show no cause for health
concerns for humans or marine life on the U.S. coast,
the continued collection of data is providing important
information regarding currents, ocean water mixing,
and the transport of radioactive contaminants, which
will be useful for assessing danger from potential
future nuclear incidents.
Cesium has also been found in a surprising place—
beneath the coastal beach sands close to brackish
water tables up to 60 miles away from the meltdown
site. Scientists have learned that where currents
washed highly contaminated water onshore, the
cesium “stuck” to sand particles in brackish water
(a mix of salty seawater and fresh groundwater, as is
found under beaches), but becomes “unstuck” when
soaked with salt water. Therefore, the accumulated
cesium embedded under beaches along Japan’s coast
is being slowly released over time as waves continue
to saturate the sand. Scientists estimate that the
amount of cesium being released in this manner is
equal to that of the ongoing releases and runoﬀ from
the disaster site itself, and from outflow from rivers
continuing to carry cesium from land to the sea. This
too is important new information that could be useful
for disaster planning for other coastal nuclear plants.
In the U.S., no government agency is monitoring
the spread of low-level radiation around the world from
the Fukushima meltdowns. Most of the data collected
on our west coast and in the Pacific is from volunteercollected samples with analysis by Buessler and his team.
The Fukushima crisis is far from over, however.
Millions of tons of contaminated, radioactive water
(used to keep the molten reactors and spent fuel rods
cool to prevent further radioactive releases, and from
pumped groundwater that continues to seep into the
reactors’ basements) is stored on-site in more than 900
tanks. Despite eﬀorts to prevent seepage using “ice
walls” (man-made permafrost), and special processing
technology intended to clean radionuclides from the
water, Tepco was forced to admit late last year that
these efforts had failed, confirming that levels of
several long-lived, cancer-causing isotopes were still

present in the stored water at more than 100 times
legally permitted levels. While more water continues to
become contaminated every day, the only known plan
to deal with it is to release it all into the ocean. This
is of great concern to many because of the dangerous
nature of these particular isotopes. Strontium-90,
for example, has a half-life of 28.8 years and mimics
calcium once ingested. If ingested by fish, or further
up the food chain by people, it becomes stored in the
bones, which greatly increases the risk of cancer. If
this stored water is released into the ocean, fish that
migrate long distances could potentially carry these
isotopes across the Pacific.
As quoted in the South China Morning Post,
Shaun Burnie, a nuclear specialist with Greenpeace
Germany, stated “The Japanese government and Tepco
set an objective of ‘solving’ the radioactive water crisis
by 2020—that was never credible. The reality is that
there is no end to the water crisis at Fukushima, a crisis
compounded by poor decision-making by both Tepco
and the government. Discharging into the Pacific is
the worst option and must be ruled out.”
It remains to be seen what will ultimately become
of the situation.
Visit this article on the NEC website for links to
prior EcoNews articles with more information on the
Fukushima disaster, incidents at the Humboldt Bay
Nuclear Power Plant, and the onsite long-term storage
of spent nuclear fuel from the now-decommissioned
Humboldt Bay plant.
If you are interested in helping support the
WHOI Fukushima sampling project, or to learn
more about the sampling locations and results, visit
www.ourradioactiveocean.org.
The Humboldt Bay Nuclear Power Plant, the first
in California and one of the first in the country, did
experience some radiation releases in the 70s that
could have resulted in negative health consequences
for those exposed downwind. Such correlations
are notoriously diﬃcult to prove, however. If you or
someone you know has experienced health issues
suspected to be related to radiation releases from the
Humboldt Bay plant, contact the author at morgan@
yournec.org to share your story. Watch for follow-up
articles on this topic in future issues of EcoNews.

Editor’s note: At the NEC office, we have copies of nearly
all issues of EcoNews that have been produced since
the early 1970s. This library documents a valuable
historic overview of our long history of reporting on
environmental issues in our bioregion (we are one of the
oldest bioregional environmental papers in the country!).
Digging into this history is at times a sentimental
endeavor. The sentiments expressed below by our former
long-time character-of-a-leader Tim McKay made me
chuckle a bit (EcoNews time is still frazzle-inducing, and
the copy still doesn’t appear on its own), but it remains
true that we are here for you—the reader. Please share
your thoughts and feedback with us!

This excerpt is reprinted from the February 1979
issue of EcoNews.

NEC Roundup: Complaint Department
Tim McKay
I think more and more (good, you say?) that this
page should be called the loose ends department. Or
maybe it is that my ends are getting looser and looser
each month. But I do feel particularly frazzled because
it is EcoNews time again and my copy hasn’t appeared
under its own power.
Some thoughts on the EcoNews are in order
because it is becoming apparent that it is being read.
We have often wondered.
Last month people responded in a very big way.
One article in particular drew fire. If you guessed
that it was the latest in a series about fishing on the
Klamath, you were right. One person threatened to
cancel his ad because he didn’t like the “position of
the paper” on the issue, and several others checked
in to share their own quite divergent views.
We have tried time and again to point out that the
EcoNews is your forum to discuss environmental issues.
If your partiuclar view isn’t righteously represented,
please don’t attack us, but do, instead, feel free to
communicate your ideas through the paper.
We do the best we can with our very limited
resources. [And] as for the fish, I will try to write for
them, if I can, because they and all other life forms
need all the help they can get.

Do you have comments, suggestions, or
concerns? Write a Letter to the Editor!

Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400

We want to hear from you!

654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com
CA License #0E79262
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Red Abalone
Haliotis rufescens

Brandi Easter
Red abalone are single-shelled gastropod marine
mollusks related to snails and sea slugs. They are
the largest species of abalone in the world and most
certainly the largest of the eight found in California
waters (red, green, pink, black, white, pinto, flat, and
threaded abalone).
While they are found from Sunset Bay, Oregon to
Bahia Tortugas, Baja California, Mexico, this article
will focus on the Northern California region (from
the Oregon border to San Francisco). Red abalone
inhabit the rocky shores and kelp forests and are found
in intertidal and shallow subtidal waters and out to
40-50-foot plus depths.
The pursuit of this tasty mollusk is traditional
subsistence for tribal cultures and is both food and thrill
of the hunt for divers and rock pickers. Unfortunately,
it can also be a deadly endeavor due to the nature of
the environment where abalone is found, hazardous
ocean conditions, and a diver’s poor judgement or
health when seeking out a legal 7-inch or trophy (10inch or larger) abalone. Predators to abalone include
sea otters (pre-over hunting), recreational abalone
divers and shore pickers (pre-closure), and poachers.
The lateral ridge or fold alongside the foot of
the gastropod, also known as epipodium, is usually
black, however it is not uncommon to find them with
a barred black and cream color pattern. The surface
of the epipodium is smooth and the edge is broadly
scalloped. The area around the foot and tentacles are
black and the foot or sole is tan to grey. The single
shell surface with red edge is generally brick red but
frequently the color is masked by encrusting organisms
and there are three to four open moderately elevated
pores above shell surface.
Abalone are herbivores and their primary diet is
bull kelp. The first foods eaten by very young abalone,
those in the post-larval settlement stage, are encrusting
coralline algae and bacteria. They usually graze on the
The explosion of purple urchins following the star-fish die oﬀ, along
with kelp loss, has resulted in starving conditions for abalone along
the Northern California coastline. Photo: Athena Maguire.
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A healthy red abalone. Harvest of red abalone is closed in Northern California until April 2021. Photo: Athena Maguire.

diatoms or single cell algae. When juvenile abalone get
about 2 inches long, they begin to feed on drifting kelp.
The fecundity of abalone (ability to produce),
increases exponentially with size. Young females produce
a few hundred thousand eggs per year, when older
they can produce 10-15 million. On average, abalone
are sexually mature when the shell length reaches 5
inches. They are broadcast spawners—releasing their
eggs and sperm into the water column through the
shell pores with hopes they find each other. Reflecting
the seasonal availability of kelp, spawning season
is from April to July, peaking in May. When one
abalone starts to spawn, it usually triggers spawning
of others in the aggregation, an occurrence that causes
more opportunities for fertilization to take place.
It is essential that a minimum density of spawning
abalone are no more than 5 feet apart for successful
broadcast spawning.
Fertilized eggs, or zygotes, sink to the seafloor,
where they hatch into planktonic microscopic larvae in
about 24 hours. The larval mollusks are free-swimming,
using cilia to move up in the water column where they
remain for several days to a week before starting to
search for a suitable surface or substrate on which to
attach. When settlement occurs, swimming stops and
growth into an adult abalone begins.
Tagging studies indicate red abalone take about
12 years to reach the legal harvesting size of 7 inches,
but growth rates are highly variable. Abalone grow
nearly one inch per year for the first few years, and
much slower after that. It takes about five years for
a red abalone to go from 7 to 8 inches. It has been
noted that it could take up to another 13 years to yield
another inch. Because of this, many years are needed
to replace each abalone harvested. Some sources
indicate red abalone can live 30 to 55 years or more.
Beginning in 2014, sea star wasting disease emerged,
which eliminated the sunflower starfish (the biggest
www.yournec.org

predator to purple sea urchins). Combined with
unusually warm water trends, this resulted in the loss
of kelp and an explosion of purple sea urchins (which
compete for the same food source as abalone). The
California Department of Fish and Wildlife has described
this occurrence as a perfect storm of conditions,
resulting in high abalone mortality. The remaining
abalone are starving, atrophied, and are no longer
reproducing. These conditions led to the closure of
the abalone season in Northern California for 2018.
With an existing moratorium in Southern California,
this was the first time the entire state was closed to
abalone harvest. In response, Oregon closed their
small abalone fishery in 2018 for three years to prevent
potential impacts from a sudden influx of harvestors
from California.
The CA Fish and Game Commission voted
unanimously in December 2018 to extend the sunset
reopening date from April 1, 2019 to April 1, 2021,
as the conditions have not proven viable enough
to open the fishery. Furthermore, the long-term
Red Abalone Fishery Management Plan (RAFMP)
to amend the current Abalone Recovery and
Management Plan (ARMP) is still in development and
will determine how to re-open the closed fishery for
future opportunities.
For more information and to sign up for updates,
visit the CA Department of Fish and Wildlife at
www.wildlife.ca.gov, and the CA Fish and Game
Commission at www.fgc.ca.gov. For peer-reviewed
information about the RAFMP from the Ocean
Science Trust, visit www.oceansciencetrust.org.
An informational FGC video from its February
2016 meeting about the ‘Perfect Storm’ and abalone
decline can be found here: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=P42Gm1AiWQw.
Brandi Easter has been advocating for recreational
divers on fishery issues since 1999.
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Eye on Washington
Continued from page 9

Agriculture: Collin Peterson (D-MN)

Peterson is a conservative Democrat who won
a 15th term in a rural district that Trump carried by
more than 60 percent in 2016. Peterson is not expected
to be a champion for the conservation community in
important areas like climate change, but he may be a
crucial voice on public lands bills.

Appropriations: Nita Lowey (D-NY)

Lowrey, in her 16th term in Congress, is the first
woman to lead the Appropriations Committee. She
is expected to push back on the administration’s cuts
for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
important environmental research. She is a strong
proponent of clean water and routinely sides with

Budget: John Yarmuth (D-KY)

Yarmuth is not the typical Kentucky politician.
Though he votes his concerns for the bourbon distillers
in his state including fighting climate change, he is also
a member of the Energy and Commerce Committee,
where he has opposed his state’s coal interests by
opposing mountaintop coal mining.

Volunteer Spotlight
Alyssa Rose
EcoNews distribution volunteer
How long have you been
volunteering with NEC?
Since, I moved here, about two years plus.
What inspired you to volunteer?
I’ve always done volunteer work, and I used to do
music volunteer work, since I am a musician. But,
I’m also an environmentalist and I wanted to deliver
stuﬀ by bike.
Words for future volunteers?
I think everyone should volunteer, it’s a wonderful
thing. You put everything you’re passionate about
into it. My mom started me volunteering when I was
a kid, I would go to nursing homes and play violin
for the residents. This is my first environmental
volunteer work and I want to do more. It’s so
inspiring, I get to meet people who work so hard all
the time. It has changed my life!
Silhouette of Alyssa Rose with EcoNews. Photo: Tiﬀany Perez.

Energy and Commerce: Frank Pallone (D-NJ)

Pallone has received some bad press lately
regarding donations his campaign has received from
big oil and gas companies. He is also somewhat
skeptical of climate change impacts but, nevertheless,
will chair the first committee hearing that will focus
on ways to fight global warming. Since New Jersey is
full of toxic Superfund clean-up sites, he is expected to
support funding for the EPA Superfund program and
expanding preventative environmental protections.

Foreign Affairs: Eliot Engel (D-NY)

Engel was not happy when the current
administration pulled out of the Paris Climate Accord.
He called it an abdication of the U.S. leadership in a
“global crisis.” He firmly believes the U.S. needs to cut
its carbon emissions and has supported advancement
of automobiles that run on alternative energy sources.

Intelligence: Adam Schiﬀ (D-CA)

Much of Schiﬀ ’s time and energy will be taken with
oversight of the many investigations into the current
administration and foreign influence in our national
elections. Schiﬀ also understands the importance of
climate change, saying there is “no issue more critical to
the future of our world and community than protecting
the environment and ensuring that we are investing in
clean and renewable energy.”

Judiciary: Jerrold Nadler (D-NY)

The Trump Administration may find a roadblock
to its deregulation mania. Nadler is not afraid
to aggressively push back on undermining the
environmental regulations assigned to the EPA and
other agencies. He has not been shy about raising
pointed questions regarding the legal defense fund
created by former EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt.
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Biomass

Continued from page 7
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
allows power plants that burn wood to emit three to
four times more pollution than plants burning coal.
Trump’s EPA deems biomass carbon neutral, but
many scientists disagree. Regardless of long-term
carbon balance, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s (IPCC) recent Special Report on Global
Warming of 1.5C makes it clear that we don’t have
time for trees to regrow. The report, which outlines the
consensus of the world’s foremost climate scientists,
says the planet will warm over 1.5 C unless emissions
drop sharply starting in 2020. The IPCC states that if
we miss that deadline, removing carbon dioxide later
may not cool the planet back down.
Another part of the carbon question is whether
other fates for mill waste are worse. Three frequentlymentioned scenarios are not likely to actually happen.
Open burning and dumping in landfills are both illegal.
Mill waste doesn't cause wildfires. Our plants don’t
burn slash or thinned trees because transportation costs
are prohibitive. Recycling is a realistic option already
working elsewhere. In other parts of the northwest,
mill waste is sold as mulch and composted. Both help
keep carbon in the soil.
A lot can happen in the next five years. Onshore
and oﬀshore wind developers say wind energy could be
up and running within that time. Expected transmission
upgrades made to export power will also allow us to
import, making dependence on local dirty energy a
choice and not a necessity. Cheaper battery storage will
make wind and solar available night and day. Coupled
with these developments, the Community Choice
board’s decision means we could reach 100-percent
clean energy by 2025, but it’s not a done deal. There will
be pressure to keep buying biomass and, because votes
are weighted by population, the county’s representative
to the board will have a disproportionate say. The work
ahead: electing local oﬃcials who support 100-percent
clean energy and getting the CCE board to adopt a
plan and timeline.
Stay informed! Sign up to receive CCE
and other RCEA meeting agendas at:
www.redwoodenergy.org/about/board-of-directors/.
Wendy Ring is a member of 350 Humboldt and the producer
of Cool Solutions, a syndicated radio show and podcast
about climate action from the bottom up.

Adopt-A-Block
Help the NEC keep our streets clean and prevent debris from
entering our stormdrains by adopting a block near you!
Contact us to sign up and get involved!

707-822-6918 • www.yournec.org/adoptablock
www.yournec.org
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Climate Plan

NRLT

Shotgun wads

...Humboldt County. The GHG emissions from
electricity and natural gas consumption may be far
lower when RCEA conducts future inventories.
Our multijurisdictional Climate Action Plan will
explore ways to promote local renewable sources
of energy. For instance, county and city staff will
look at ways to promote the installation of rooftop
solar panels by homeowners and local businesses. A
number of Climate Action Plans throughout California
have established online solar permitting processes to
incentivize deployment of solar panels.
With a clear picture of where our emissions come
from, city and county staﬀ are now prepared to develop
a plan to reduce them in the future with full citizen
participation. Your ideas and suggestions will be
welcomed during this process. Discussions will begin
at a series of public workshops in the spring.
For more information, if you have questions about
this project, or would like to receive updates, email
the author at cmcguigan1@humboldt.ca.us.
Connor McGuigan is a CivicSpark Climate Fellow with
the Humboldt County Planning & Building Department.

In addition to working with private landowners
on conservation easements, NRLT owns and manages
several coastal properties including our ambassador
property and living laboratory, Freshwater Farms
Reserve (located on Freshwater Slough between
Arcata and Eureka). After many years of planning,
countless volunteer work days, and the construction
of the publicly accessible Freshwater Nature Trail, the
Reserve is a special place where people can see firsthand
coastal wetland restoration, wildlife habitat protection,
agricultural production and public use happening
side by side—with each use benefitting the others.
Visitors can explore the Freshwater Nature Trail, use
the primitive kayak launch, look out over the recently
completed Wood Creek wetland restoration project,
commune with cows, and buy produce and other
goods at the Kneeland Glen Farm Stand—including
native plants from the California Native Plant Society
(more on page 16).
NRLT is also proud to have completed, with project
partners, a wetland restoration and enhancement
project on their Martin Slough property in southern
Eureka, which will restore salmon habitat, improve
agricultural lands, and minimize upstream flooding.
This 44-acre property is home to many of Humboldt’s
endangered fish and wildlife species, including the
coho salmon and tidewater goby. These native, wild
species thrive alongside the cattle that graze the
pasture. NRLT believes agricultural production is a
cornerstone to Humboldt County’s economy and history,
and hopes that this property, and these restoration
eﬀorts, will highlight that wild and working lands
can be compatible and complimentary. Huge thanks
to Redwood Community Action Agency for leading
the project along with partners at USFWS, NOAA,
CDFW and others.
California’s North Coast is a special place.
Thankfully, there are many agencies, organizations,
and individuals who work on a daily basis—many
who have worked for decades—to see it safeguarded
and restored for future generations, human and wild.
Interested in exploring conservation
easements, or other land and water
conservation projects in Northern California?

...way into the food chain. According to Newsweek,
a study published in Environmental Pollution showed
the average person may ingest anywhere between
13,731 and 68,415 microplastic particles every year,
simply through eating.
The good news is that we live in a time of increased
social consciousness regarding plastic. When it comes
to plastic wads, while they are more eﬀective than their
predecessors, many hunting clubs in New Zealand and
England have switched to biodegradable fiber wads
for some uses. Here in the United States, a company
in Virginia called GreenOps Ammo has recently
started manufacturing 12-gauge shotgun shells that
use biodegradable wads. Their website claims that
their biopolymers “completely biodegrade” on land or
in water (no high-temperature composting conditions
required) and are non-toxic.
GreenOps Ammo’s CEO, Jason McDevitt, feels their
wad is at least equally eﬀective, and the production costs
are only modestly more than standard As there is no
regulation of this pollution type other than requesting
hunters to pick up wads, which clearly isn’t working,
biodegradable options may be a good choice. Initial
discussions are underway on the possibility of beginning
a local pilot project using biodegradable wads here in
Humboldt County. We will keep you updated if this idea
becomes reality.
Stanching the flow of single-use plastics into our
oceans, rivers, and estuaries remains one of the critical
environmental challenges of our times. Shotgun wads
litter our natural areas and cause harm or even death
in seabirds, sea turtles, and other marine life. If the
hunting industry fails to take responsibility and shift
toward biodegradable wads, better regulation may be
the best path forward.
Are you concerned about shotgun
wad litter on local beaches?
The San Francisco Chapter of the Surfrider
Foundation is tracking this specific type of
litter. You can upload your photos with location
information to Wad Watcher at
https://sf.surfrider.org/shotgun-wad-watcher/.

Continued from page 7

Every Thursday
1:30pm on KHSU - 90.5FM
Tune in for a half hour of environmental
interviews and discussion on a variety of
topics on the EcoNews Report!

Past shows are archived on our website.
Now also podcasting on iTunes!

www.yournec.org/
econews-report

Continued from page 8

Visit www.ncrlt.org.

Continued from page 6

Martin Swett has picked up more than 5000 shotgun
wads and shells in the equivalent of one hunting season.

Adopt-a-Beach

Be a part of our growing team of site captains
and volunteers helping to keep our coast clean!
Visit our website for more information
and a list of available sites.

www.yournec.org/adoptabeach 707-822-6918
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YES! I will help the Northcoast

Environmental Center protect our
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!

join us for

Northcoast Environmental Center’s

Name
Address
City

Spaghetti
FUN(d)Raiser

State

Phone

Zip

E-mail
My gift is (check one box if applicable):
in memory of

in honor of

a gift membership

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift
Address ____________________________
membership)

City ________________________________

A subscription to EcoNews is included
with your membership. Please choose one option:
I would like to save resources and read
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the
address above.

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:
(student or

$30 - Trillium low income)
$100 - Coho Salmon
$250 - Spotted Owl
Other ________

$50 - Paciﬁc Fisher
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

I would like to become a sustaining member!
I pledge $___________ per month.
Please bill my credit card monthly.
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

Save resources, donate online: www.yournec.

org. If you prefer, mail this form with a check or
ﬁll in your credit card information below.
Check enclosed (Payable to NEC)
Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518
Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we
will list your name in publications as a donor.

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous.
The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-proﬁt organization.
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

March 9

•Silent Auction
•Music by
Kingfoot

5:00-9:30 pm

Bayside Community Hall

2297 Jacoby Creek Rd, Bayside

Tickets at www.necdinner2019.bpt.me
The

Northcoast Environmental Center presents

Movie Night
Two films:

Dancing Salmon
Home and
On the Trail
of Tarka

Otter presentation by Professor Jeff Black
doors open 5:30 pm

6:30 pm event starts

THursday,

Ma rk you r
cal end ar!

Feb.7

$10 General
$8 students

Arcata Playhouse

info: details our website!
Watch formore
upcoming
707-822-6918
www.yournec.org

