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Larry Glass, Executive Director,
and Bella Waters, Admin. &
Development Director

Successful Event

In August, we had another very
enjoyable summer event supporting
the NEC. Thanks to everyone who
made it to our Summer Patio Party
at Jan & Gary Friedrichsen’s beautiful
home! The walks through their
property, music by Good Company,
some of the best smoked salmon
anyone has ever had, and all you could
eat oysters were among the highlights
of the day. It warmed our hearts to
see so many of our supporters in one
spot. See photos and more thank yous
on page 2.

Public Lands Bill

Congressman Huﬀman’s Northern
California Public Lands Bill HR 2250
looks to be headed for a markup
in the House sometime at the end
of September. Only minor changes
are expected to be made during this
process. This is another step along the
long path to getting this legislation
enacted. It’s always helpful to let the
Congressman’s oﬃce know how much
we appreciate all the eﬀort passing a
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bill like this takes! Huﬀman’s contact
information can be found in this issue
on page 14.

Terra-Gen

EPIC, the NEC, and
representatives from 350 Humboldt
submitted a joint letter to Humboldt
County Planning Director John Ford
with further requests to reduce the
harmful impacts of the proposed TerraGen Wind Project, currently proposed
for Monument and Bear River Ridges.
Read more about this letter on page 10.
We continue to monitor this project
and will keep you informed.

Climate Crisis

Eureka just experienced the
warmest August since records have
been kept. Numerous local records
were also broken in June and July.
There are many places on the planet
right now that have already passed the
2 degrees Celsius redline established
by U.N. scientists, yet the debate
about the climate crisis continues.
Some folks would prefer to not upset
the general population by pointing
out the stark realities of extremely
hot temperatures, rising oceans, and
storm intensification that are a threat
to our lives and well-being. Some
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warn us that scaring people
by pointing out the truth
causes them to bury their
heads in the sand, or become
overwhelmed by feelings of
loss and grief. It’s unfortunate
that some humans will retreat
and give up, but our job as
aware, environmental activists
is to point out the truth of
our situation, no matter how
painful. If you’re scared, that
means you’re still alive and
it’s time to take action. You
can make simple changes like
riding your bike or walking to
the store rather than driving,
or tackle bigger political questions by
promoting ideas like the Green New
Deal. Whatever you do helps and
everybody will need to do their part.
The NEC participated in the recent
California Coastal Commission public
meetings, held at the Wharfinger
Building in Eureka. First, we’d like
to point out that the Wharfinger
Building is too small to handle this
type of event. Many people who
showed up at the beginning of the
hearings left in frustration because
they couldn’t even get in. The meeting

was also very poorly run by Chair
Dayna Bochco, causing confusion
and additional frustration among
members of the public who had taken
valuable time oﬀ to attend. In the
end, when it came time for discussion
and a vote, confusion and discord left
many in the audience bewildered as to
what the heck had transpired. Not a
way to run such an important public
meeting. In the end, two important
seemingly arbitrary decisions were
made on issues that the NEC had
expressed great concerns about. The
101 Corridor Project will be...
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...built without sea level rise analysis and the
monstrosity of a hotel will wind up on the bluﬀs of
Trinidad, potentially sucking the city’s water supply
dry. Rread more on page 8.

At the Center

Back at the Center, in an eﬀort to reach out to
the upcoming leaders of tomorrow, we organized an
Environmental Community Mixer at HSU, bringing
together all our member and aﬃliate member groups
to meet with HSU students. The free pizza was also
a big draw!
On September 21, the NEC coordinated our 40th
Annual Coastal Cleanup Day, with a new emphasis on
zero waste. We want to thank all the businesses and
individuals who have supported 40 years of cleaning
up our coasts and waterways. Be sure to read pages
3 and 4 for photos and details. We also tabled at the
North Country Fair over the same weekend, and led
another fantastic All Species Parade! Check out the
photos on page 5!

Successful Summer Patio Party!

Many thanks to all who helped and attended our
Summer Patio Party, including our hosts Jan and Gary
Friedrichsen; oyster extraordinaires John Woolley, and
Janet and Chuck Krull; fish griller Gary Friedrichsen;
music provided by Good Company; event volunteers
Barbara Reisman, Ryan Call, Charlie Perez, Lawrence
Wieldan, Grace Oliva, Nadia, Bob Earl, Betsy Ferguson,
Blake Fulgham, Marina Storey, Haley Walker, Rick,
Catherine Holloway, Sarah Schaefer, and Rebecca and
Richard Jett; flower arrangements by Anita GilbrideRead, Sharon King, Barbara Wilkinson, and Barbara
Riesman; hike leaders Gary Falxa and Carol Ralph, and
food donations from Brio Breadworks, Humboldt Bay
Oyster Company, Cypress Grove, Ramone’s Bakery
and Redwood Roots Farm.

Thank You!

The NEC is looking for help with some
projects! We Need:

1 - a sidewalk sandwich board renovated (sand
and paint) 2 - a display case made
for our cigarette fish

3 - two 8’x8’ curtain panels made
Interested in helping? Contact us at 707-822-6918

Special thanks to our amazing
Summer Interns!
We would not have been able to accomplish all of our
events and projects this season without you!
Grace Oliva, our Special Projects intern. Thanks
for all your hard work on the All Species Parade!
Blake Fulgham and Marina Storey, our Coastal
Programs interns, for everything you poured into
Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day!
Jacqueline Holmes, our Zero Waste intern. Our Plastic Free
July campaign and zero waste kits were a success!
Haley Walker, our EcoNews Archive Intern, for
keeping the NEC’s history alive!

Volunteer Spotlight
The Butt Walkers
The self-named “Butt Walkers” at
Humboldt County’s Environmental Health
oﬃce have removed over 2,000 toxic cigarette butts
and picked up 58.5 pounds of trash oﬀ the streets in
just three short months after joining NEC’s
Adopt-a-Block program!

What inspired you to volunteer?
We like to get out on our breaks. Volunteering serves
dual goals: it gets us up out of our desk chairs and
cleaning up our neighborhood.
Words for future volunteers?
Seeing the amount of garbage and cigarette butts we
pick up is frustrating, but doing our part to pick it
up and bring others’ awareness to it is satisfying and
rewarding; we receive gratitude from strangers who
notice that we are collecting trash. Since we’ve been
picking up trash, our team members are more aware
of the garbage that floats around Old Town Eureka.
It feels good to do our part.
The Butt Walkers enjoy time outside the oﬃce while cleaning
up their Eureka block. Submitted photo.
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Bouquets of
gratitude
to groups,
businesses, and
individuals who deserve special thanks!
• Bouquet of appreciation to Midge Brown
who helped to proof EcoNews for over 10
years! Thank you so much Midge!
• Bouquet to the Garden Gate for
hosting the NEC and supplying wine for
September’s Arts Arcata!
• Bouquets to SCRAP Humboldt, Same Old
People, Humboldt Bandemonium, Arcata
Playhouse, and everyone who came
out to make this year’s All Species Parade
spectacular! (See photos on page 5.)
• Bouquets to Linda Wise for all her waste
reduction eﬀorts through Recology and
donating plastic-free toothbrushes to our
Coastal Cleanup Day event.
• Bouquets to Recology and Humboldt
Waste Management Authority (HWMA)
for their extra eﬀorts to help Coastal Cleanup
Day succeed! (See more on the backpage.)
• Bouqets to all our Zero Waste Coastal
Cleanup Day sponsors, site captains, and
cleanup volunteers! (Read about the event
and see photos on pages 3 and 4.)

2

Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup
Day a Success!
Preliminary totals for Humboldt County:
40 sites, 1,160 volunteers, 2 tons of waste removed!

NEC’s Samoa Beach cleanup:
217 volunteers, over 1000 pounds removed!

Thanks again to Mir de Silva
for creating the original
godwit artwork!

Casey Cruikshank
Coastal Programs Coordinator
On Saturday September 21, the Northcoast
Environmental Center held it’s first ever Zero
Waste Coastal Cleanup Day and it was a
smashing success! The NEC’s Coastal Programs
Coordinator Casey Cruikshank organized
Coastal Cleanup Day for Humboldt County.
With almost 40 sites around the county, so far
we’ve had 1,160 volunteers report back to us
with almost two tons of waste removed from
our local coastlines and waterways! This is the
largest cleanup we’ve had in recent history—
fantastic job Humboldt County! One of the sites
was hosted by the NEC at Samoa Beach where
217 enthusiastic volunteers showed up ready to
clean! Groups were dispatched all the way down
Samoa Beach. Over 1,000 pounds of trash were
removed from this area alone!
Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day is not only
about waste removal, it also about education and
data collection. All supplies provided for Coastal
Cleanup Day this year were zero waste. The bags
and buckets were donated by the California
Native Plant Society, Redwood Curtain Brewery,
and the Northcoast Co-op. Reusable gloves were
donated by Pierson’s, all of the event t-shirts were
donated by local thrift stores, and the t-shirts
were printed at a local thrift shop.
The site captains diligently to encouraged
their participants to fill out data cards at their
cleanups. The NEC is currently sorting through
hundreds of these data cards to gather pertinent
information on local plastics. The information is
then reported to the Ocean Conservancy to add
to the world-wide debris data collection.
The NEC is hoping to keep up this fantastic
momentum by encouraging Humboldt County
to get out and clean our beaches year-round!
Our ongoing Coastal Programs make it easy for
community members to get involved and host
their own cleanups. We have a cleanup lending
library where we loan out trash pickers, buckets,
bags, hazardous waste containers, and other
items needed to host a successful cleanup. Visit
our website to learn more about how to get
involved with our sustaining programs.
The Northcoast Environmental Center
would like to thank each and every person who
participated in Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day.
It has been a long time goal of ours to gather over
1,000 volunteers in the county and this year, WE
DID IT! Give yourselves a pat on the back and
keep an eye out for upcoming cleanups!

Thank You!

Photos: Megan Bunday.

Many Thanks to our Site Captains!
The following is a list of sites for which data
had been submitted by the time of EcoNews
printing:

We would like to send a huge thank you over to the
local people who made Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day
(ZWCCD) a success. Thank you to all of our wonderful
sponsors: Pierson’s, Papa & Barkley, Coast Seafoods, Eel River
Organics, Soilscape Soluitions, Tri Counties Bank, Coast
Central Credit Union, North Group Sierra Club, Samara
Restoration and Simply Macinosh. Thank you to our local
artist, Mir de Silva, whose art we proudly displayed in all of
our ZWCCD media. Gordie the Godwit will live on in infamy
as the face of the very first Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day!

• Casey Cruikshank, Northcoast Environmental
Center - Samoa Beach
• Ashley Donnell, HSU Men’s and Women’s
rowing - Eureka Waterfront @ Halvorsen Park
• Jenny Rushby, Coastal Grove Charter School Mad River County Beach
• Olivia Santangini, Papa & Barkley - Mad River
County Beach
• Malia Freedlund, Mattole School - Mattole
Estuary/ Petrolia Beach
• Suzie Fortner, Friends of the Dunes Humboldt Coastal Nature Center, Manila
• Maggy Herbelin - Eureka Waterfront @
Eureka Marina
• Suzanne McClurkin-Nelson - Moonstone
County Park Beach
• Cindy Woods - St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Clam Beach County Park North
• Katie Terhaar, Humboldt Skin Divers Underwater at Trinidad Pier/Harbour
• Jessy Carlson - Arcata Bay Trail
• Ben Morehead, Trinidad Coastal Land Trust Camel Rock/ Houda Point & Luﬀenholtz
• Ryan Call - Agate Beach
• Jenny - Eureka Waterfront at Hilfiker
• Bonnie Kuhn, Caltrans - Eureka Public Marina
and Wharfinger Building 1 Marina Way
Thank you to the DANCO, BLM, and Humboldt sanitation
for donating dumpsters. Thank you to the local thrift
stores who generously donated all of the thrifted t-shirts
for the event: Rescue Mission, American Cancer Society,

• Jessie Misha, Surfrider Humboldt - Trinidad
State Beach
• Shannon Diaz - Arcata Marsh
• George Ziminsky - Arcata Marsh & Wildlife
Sanctuary
• Natalie Faris, Soilscape Solutions - Little River
State Beach
• Ryan Van Lenning - Wild Nature Heart - Mad
River Bluﬀs Trail
• Stephanie Strasser, Trinidad School - Trinidad
State Beach
• Josie Brown - Lost Coast Camp - King Salmon
• Pam Halstead - Volunteer Trails Stewards Eureka Waterfront Trail
• Danielle Foreman - Pacific Union - Pacific
Union School to Chevret-Vaissade Park
• Kiya Villarreal, North Coast Co-op - Eureka
Waterfront at Del Norte Street
• Carla Osborn - Manila Beach at Community
Center
• Heather Brown - South Jetty
• Ginny Hosrick - South Clam Beach
• Robert Thoman - Elk River Slough
• Carol Mone - Old Home Beach & Scenic Drive
• Kim Tays - Beach south of Kuechel Visitor
Center
• Jasmine Segura, Humboldt Baykeeper - Indian
Island
• Eureka High School - Eureka High School
campus
Tailwaggers, Angels of Hope, Clothing Doc and Miranda’s
Rescue. Thank you to Maverick and Haywood for donating
a large portion of the printing costs for the event t-shirts
and for working with us to print on thrifted t-shirts.

Celebrating All Species
On Saturday, September 21 the Northcoast Environmental Center celebrated and hosted
the 40th Annual All Species Parade at the North Country Fair!

The All Species Parade has been an NEC tradition since 1979. Each year, people of all ages come together
at the North Country Fair and parade around the Arcata Plaza dressed as their favorite critter to celebrate
biodiversity and the equality of all life. The theme of the North Country Fair this year was Solidarity.
Parade participants chanted “We stand with All Species. Solidarity!” as they danced around the plaza.
A special thank you to all of the groups that came out to support the parade: Gregg Moore’s
Bandemonium and Jesse Jonathon’s drummers providing rhythm to dance to; the Arcata Playhouse
puppeteers and stilt walkers; Humboldt Circus jugglers; Humboldt Roller Derby; Horai Center; Pacific
Alliance for Indigenous and Environmental Action (PAIEA); the Kinetic Sculpture teams Squid Vicious,
Enchanted Slipper, and Hippypotamus; and all the individuals and families who dressed up and came
to participate! We had so much fun with you!

Join us
again next
year at
the North
Country
Fair!
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Sea Level Rise Threatens Humboldt
Bay's Nuclear Legacy
Aldaron Laird
Is Humboldt Bay vulnerable to
sea level rise? Yes. Unfortunately,
in addition to buildings and
roadways, we must also consider
the risks to spent nuclear fuel.
The King Salmon area is one
of the communities most at-risk to
sea level rise on the North Coast.
It is also home to two of the most
critical facilities on Humboldt
Bay—the Independent Spent Fuel
(nuclear) Storage Installation
(ISFSI) and PG&E’s Humboldt Bay
Power Generating Station—both
of which are vulnerable and at
risk from sea level rise.
Humboldt Bay is experiencing
the highest rate of sea level rise
King Salmon and PG&E’s HBGS, HBPP, and ISFSI with 3.3 feet (1.0 meter) of sea level rise
(1.5 feet over the last hundred
at king tide. Image: Aldaron Laird, 2019.
years) on the west coast of the
system to protect King Salmon.
United States. Ground zero for exposure to sea level rise
After the 2005 New Year’s Eve storm, the Governor
on Humboldt Bay is the shoreline directly across from
declared a State of Disaster on Humboldt Bay, due to
the entrance of the bay. The two jetties (constructed
the most extreme water levels ever recorded on the
around 1890) and the dredging of the entrance channel
Bay—9.6 feet at the North Spit tide gauge (the mean
funnel high-energy waves directly at this shoreline. In
annual maximum for that gauge is 8.8 feet). PG&E had
the winter, the highest annual tides (known as king
to do emergency repairs to its rock slope protection at
tides) and large storm waves wash over the rocked
the base of the bluﬀ in front of the nuclear fuel storage
shoreline in front of the railroad, PG&E’s Humboldt
casks. Emergency repairs had to be done again in 2018.
Bay Power Station, the bluﬀ in front of the ISFSI, and
Recently released sea level rise projections indicate
King Salmon.
that water elevations could increase significantly in
The nuclear unit at PG&E’s Humboldt Bay Power
the next 40 years: 1 foot by 2030, 2 feet by 2050, and
Plant in King Salmon was built in the early 1960s and
3 feet by 2060 (OPC 2018). By 2060, with three feet of
is nearing the final stages of the decommissioning
sea level rise, PG&E’s new Humboldt Bay Generating
process. (Read more on page 16). The spent nuclear
Station and decommissioned Humboldt Bay Power
fuel is stored in six dry casks encased in concrete at
Plant and King Salmon could become completely
Buhne Hill, just 115 feet back from the bluﬀ facing
inundated, and Buhne Hill, where the ISFSI is located,
the entrance to the bay.
could become an island.
The shoreline at the base of Buhne Hill has
By 2090, the existing rock slope protection in
experienced the greatest amount of erosion and retreat
front of the bluﬀ on Buhne Hill and the nuclear fuel
on Humboldt Bay, approximately 1,480 feet (at a rate
storage casks could be overtopped by 6 feet of sea level
of 24 feet/year) from the 1890s when the jetties were
rise. Chances are high that the casks will still be there
constructed, to the 1950s when PG&E installed rock
onsite. The Coastal Commission, when issuing PG&E
slope protection.
a permit for the ISFSI stated, "there are no foreseeable
By the 1970s, the shoreline in front of King Salmon
alternative sites available for the spent [nuclear] fuel…
had eroded away, allowing waves to crash onto Buhne
the project would likely be at the site in perpetuity."
Drive. In the 1980s, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Nearly 15 years later, the case remains the same.
constructed rock walls and jetties and a barrier dune
Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400
654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com
CA License #0E79262
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Letter from the Editor
Morgan Corviday, EcoNews Editor
Fall is definitely in the air, and changes are afoot
not only around us as the days grow shorter and the
seasons turn, but also here in EcoNews!
We've decided to shake things up a bit and move
some things around. Rather than having our Member
Group pages all together toward the back half of the
publication, you will now find them spread throughout
the issue (on the left hand page), and the order in which
they appear will change in each publication. We hope
this will help provide more attention to our valued
Member Groups and the important content they share!
In future issues, we'll also be trying out some smaller,
bite-sized bits of good, bad, weird, and otherwise
interesting stories in "Shorts!" For those of you who
miss Sid Domitz's long-lived and much-loved EcoMania feature, Shorts may evolve to include a bit of
that flavor, so stay tuned.
If you have feedback on these or any other topics
relating to EcoNews, please feel free to contact me
directly at editor@yournec.org. Letters to the Editor
for publication in EcoNews are also welcomed!
Are you interested in supporting EcoNews?
Become an NEC member and receive a subscription
to EcoNews, delivered to your mailbox! Or, become
an EcoNews sponsor and get ad space in EcoNews for
one or multiple issues, or a full year! Contact us at 707822-6918 or nec@yournec.org for more information.
Thank you for reading and supporting EcoNews!

The EcoNews Report
Returns to the Airwaves!
Our region's long-standing environmental news/
chat program is back, featuring familiar hosts
Jennifer Kalt (Humboldt Baykeeper), Tom Wheeler
(Environmental Protection Information Center),
Larry Glass (Northcoast Environmental Center)
and Scott Greacen (Friends of the Eel River) in a
new roundtable discussion format!

Every Saturday

10:30am on KHUM 104.3FM
Links for later listening will be posted to
the Lost Coast Outpost at
www.lostcoastoutpost.com ,
and on our website:

www.yournec.org/econews-report
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Caltrans Punts Sea Level Rise Planning
for 101 Corridor Project
Jennifer Kalt, Director
In August, the California Coastal Commission met
in Eureka to consider the long-anticipated permit for
Caltrans’ “Eureka-Arcata Highway 101 Corridor Safety
Improvement Project,” which features an interchange
at Indianola Cutoﬀ, a left-turn signal at Airport Drive,
and closure of all other medians. The plan—in progress
for more than fifteen years—is intended to eliminate
uncontrolled left turns to make the road safer, but
the speed limit will likely increase to 65 mph, making
the road less safe. In addition, increased traﬃc will
undoubtedly aﬀect alternate routes through Bayside
and Manila, both during and after construction.

Bay Trail and billboard removal

In 2013, the Coastal Commission directed Caltrans
to build the Bay Trail, remove the billboards along
Humboldt Bay, and plan for sea level rise before coming
back for a Coastal Development Permit for this project.
Thanks to the Coastal Commission’s 2013 decision,
the Bay Trail will be completed in 2021, and eight
billboards were removed as a result of an agreement
that Caltrans made to allow Outfront Media to build
a higher density of billboards in Los Angeles. Seven
other billboards were permanently removed by various
means: two were cut down in the dark of night, one
fell over in a storm, one was plowed down by a car
accident, and three were removed from the railroad
right-of-way after years of public pressure.
Unfortunately, neither Caltrans or the Coastal
Commission had the wherewithal to insist on removal
of the four remaining billboards near Indianola Cutoﬀ,
including three billboards in the bay mudflats. We
will continue to press for removal of these remaining
billboards, which were built on public trust tidelands
before permitting, zoning, and the Coastal Act
outlawed them years ago.

Preparing for sea level rise punted again
A little over a week before the August hearing, we
learned that the Caltrans plan for sea level rise was
to kick the can down the road again – this time, until
2030. The Coastal Commission voted to move that
deadline up to 2025, or sooner if the highway is closed
due to flooding four times within a 12-month period.
According to local experts, significant portions
of the highway corridor will be flooded on a monthly
basis with 1.6 feet of sea level rise, which is projected
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Visit our website at humboldtbaykeeper.org,
like us on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter
@HumBaykeeper. You can sign up for e-news by
emailing us at alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.

to occur by 2040. It is also located in the 100-year flood
zone, a tsunami hazard area, and an area of potential
soil liquefaction.

Major oversight results in $20 million
cost increase

And in early September, after the project was
approved, it was revealed that Caltrans had designed
the interchange without taking into account that it will
be built entirely on wetland fill. At a meeting of the
Humboldt County Association
of G overnments (the local
agency responsible for planning
the funding for state highway
th
and local road improvements),
Caltrans announced a $20 million
increase in project cost due to
this major oversight. The project
is now expected to take even
longer as well as cost more due
to the need for compaction and
time for the soil to settle before
building the interchange.

section of highway just north of Eureka. Some say that
sea level rise is like a slow-motion flood, arguing that
we don’t need to plan for it now. But if we fail to adapt
to what we now know is coming, regardless of whether
we can slow down climate change, catastrophic damage
could happen overnight. How are we going to use this
knowledge to keep people, public infrastructure, and
ecosystems out of harm’s way?
Biologists, ecologists, and environmental
advocates worry that many plants, animals, pollinating
insects, and other species will be unable to adapt to
the changing climate and oceans. But it is becoming
increasingly clear that under the current paradigms,
society is unlikely to be able to adapt in time to
prevent disasters of our own making, even though
we know we must.

Join us for Humboldt Baykeeper's

15 Anniversary
y Party
y

‘Ground zero’ for sea
level rise

The Humboldt Bay area has
the highest rate of sea level rise
on the West Coast. Here, relative
sea level is rising twice as fast as
in the rest of California due to
tectonic subsidence (meaning that
the ground beneath us is sinking
at the same rate that the sea is
rising). A decade of work has been
done by Aldaron Laird and others
to assess the region’s vulnerability
to rising sea levels.
Of all the public infrastructure
that will be increasingly at risk
from storm damage and flooding,
U.S. Highway 101 is arguably the
most vulnerable—particularly the
www.yournec.org
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Trinity Prescribed Forest Defense Not Giving Up on Mattole:
Burn Plans Spark Mature Forests Need Protection
Concern
Ellen Taylor

Larry Glass
SAFE
The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) recently closed the
comment period on its plans to introduce prescribed
fire in the Trinity Alps Wilderness. The proposed
project area comprises approximately 58,000 acres or
about 11 percent of the entire Trinity Alps Wilderness.
Treatments would consist of prescribed fire on ridge
tops to create a mosaic burn severity pattern, primarily
of low- to moderate-severity surface fire. Patches of
high severity may occur, however these are predicted
to be a minor component of the treated areas. Fires
would be lit by aerial ignition (plastic sphere dispenser
and/or helitorch) and/or hand lighting methods.
Kimberly Baker submitted comments for NEC
member groups EPIC (Environmental Protection
Information Center) and Trinity-based SAFE (Safe
Alternatives for our Forest Environment). She expressed
that both organizations’ members and supporters have
a long-term interest in the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest and the Trinity Alps Wilderness and deeply
value wilderness characteristics and the invaluable
ecosystem services provided by wilderness.
EPIC and SAFE are generally supportive of
prescribed fire, but have serious concerns regarding the
past track record of USFS prescribed burns in wilderness
areas, as most—if not all in the Northern California
region—have escaped control. As a result, wilderness
characteristics were diminished and multiple large trees
had to be cut during attempts to regain control. We
believe that the priority, limited funding, and resources
would be better focused within the wildland urban
interface around homes and communities. There are
also concerns with the use and noise of chainsaws and
helicopters within the wilderness, the use of helicopter
ignitions, as well as the potential threat to soils; botany;
and avian, aquatic, and terrestrial species.
EPIC and SAFE urged the agency to adopt a
contingency plan as part of or in addition to a burn
plan. A contingency plan would describe the resources
necessary and readily available should prescribed
burns escape.
The groups also requested project specific burn
plans (or at least description of the conditions in which
burning would be allowed), and require any tree felling
by chainsaw or blasting, as well as the extent of hazard
tree felling and use of helicopters, to be documented.
This information would be invaluable should projects
such as this be proposed in the future.
There is an extreme level of risk associated with
this project. The Trinity Alps Wilderness is well loved
by thousands of people and countless species are
safeguarded in these watersheds. We highly recommend
investing in and utilizing local experienced workforces
to broaden public trust and support.
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Forest defense in the Mattole is recovering from
the painful losses incurred by the recent logging by
Humboldt Redwood Company (HRC) on Rainbow
Ridge in the Mattole, the location of several tree sits
and protests this summer. Many beloved trees went
down, but the loggers were obliged to listen to Mattole
residents whose human habitat would be aﬀected by
hillside destabilization and forest destruction. Many
acres were temporarily saved, both by direct actions
and Lost Coast League complaints.
However, more timber harvest plans are lined
up like dominoes through the ridges and gorges of
these headwaters that—although violated—are still
rich in wildlife habitat and essential wildlife corridors
increasingly stressed by the rising temperatures of
hotter inland landscapes.
The Lost Coast League initially believed HRC’s
declared mission to not harm the forest while managing
a profitable company. We should have heeded the
words of HRC owner Robert Fisher, when he stated,
“restoration is a fine idea, but who’s going to pay for
it? We’re a business, not a charity.” It’s clear that
“certified management” does not diﬀer much from prior
practices. For example, in 1993, Maxxam—notorious
for ravaging North Coast forests with clearcuts—agreed
to leave trees housing red tree voles. HRC, however,
has not honored this agreement and has failed for a
decade to do surveys for these mammals, which are a

Above and below: Forest defense supporters rally at the
Humboldt Redwood Company oﬃce in Scotia in September.
Photos: @blockade.babes on Instagram.

favorite food of northern spotted owls. Worse, as they
speculated in their 2018 owl report, more clearcuts
might benefit the owls by providing habitat for rats.
Intact forests sequester large amounts of carbon,
which is crucial to addressing the climate crisis. If all
logging ceased today, existing forests would sequester
37 percent of the carbon dioxide (CO2) that must be
removed from the atmosphere in order to avert climate
catastrophe. Large Douglas-firs and redwoods absorb
two and a half times more CO2 per acre than tropical
rain forests. The larger (and usually older) the tree,
the more carbon it sequesters. The mature trees on
Rainbow Ridge must be protected as generators of
oxygen; sequesters of carbon; providers of wildlife
habitat, shaded moisture and fog-drip retention;
and for all the many other ecosystem benefits of
old, tall forests.
With renewed energy, the Lost Coast League
is pursuing avenues to achieve protection for
these forests, including incorporation into the
UC Natural Reserve System, as a location for the
study of intact ecosystems (including soils) and the
long-term eﬀects of logging, and as a resource for
local tribes to explore elements of tribal culture
inherent in forest habitat.
Amnesty International’s Kumi Naidoo observed
that we humans may pay the death penalty for our
abuse of earth’s resources. Locally and around the
world, respect for trees must evolve—now.

Adopt-A-Block
Help the NEC keep our streets clean and prevent debris from
entering our stormdrains by adopting a block near you!
Contact us to sign up and get involved!

707-822-6918 • www.yournec.org/adoptablock
www.yournec.org
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CA Legislature Missed Opportunity
to Reduce Single-Use Plastics
Margaret Gainer, board member
The Zero Waste movement has stirred consumers,
taxpayers, ratepayers, and climate change activists
to adopt less wasteful practices in their daily lives.
Awareness is also increasing that we’re all paying
for the wasteful packaging and single-use plastics
produced by manufacturers. Bills have been introduced
in the California legislature to address product
stewardship, manufacturer responsibility, and recycling
market development.
This year, Zero Waste advocates urged California
legislators to pass two landmark bills—SB 54 and AB
1080—together known as the California Circular
Economy and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act. This
transformative legislation would have slowed the
petrochemical industry’s ever-increasing production of
single-use plastics. However, early Saturday, September
14, state lawmakers adjourned without acting on the
two far-reaching bills.
Julie Stein, supervising attorney at UCLA’s Frank
G. Wells Environmental Law Clinic, said it was “a

missed opportunity for California to take a leadership
role in regulating plastic producers.”
The California Circular Economy and Pollution
Reduction Act would have set a statewide goal of
cutting three quarters of the waste from disposable
packaging and products like straws and stirrers by
January 1, 2030. That would also have been the deadline
for manufacturers to start making such goods out of
completely recyclable or compostable materials.
Strong industry opposition sought to water down
these ambitious bills. Major opponents Nestle Waters
North America and the American Beverage Association
argued that the bills were too punitive. Early objections
from major trade groups, including the American
Chemistry Council and the American Beverage
Association, later turned to neutral. Plastic company
Dow, Inc. and the California Grocers Association
ended up in support. The Glass Packaging Institute
objected and Gary Cliﬀord, of the waste collection and
recycling company Athens Services, thought the latest
version went too far in stemming the waste stream.
In California, 2020 will be an important year for
everyone to become better informed and make our
voices heard to support legislation that will reduce the
constant production of single-use plastics.

“Californians
are frustrated and
concerned about
the environmental,
public health
and financial
consequences of
single-use plastic
waste,” said Geoff
Shester, California
campaign director
and senior scientist
at Oceana. “Inaction
is not an option. We
will simply have to
double down our eﬀorts in getting strong legislation
passed next year.”
To learn more about how you can support Zero
Waste legislation, email Maggie Gainer at contact@
zerowastehumboldt.org.

Zero Waste Humboldt
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com

Available Parking Leads to More Driving
Colin Fiske, Executive Director
People drive cars, so there needs to be places for them
to park. Development standards in practically every
American community require developers and property
owners to provide specific amounts of parking for new
construction. Most Americans believe they deserve
a good parking spot wherever they go. A century of
intense marketing from the car industry has resulted in
a culture that associates driving with personal freedom,
and that promise of freedom doesn’t mean much if
you can’t park in front of your destination—right?
But any closer examination of development patterns
and practices calls this popular assessment of parking
policy into question. We think we build parking because
people drive, but in fact it’s the reverse: more people
drive because we build too much parking. A 2016
study used rigorous statistical methods to confirm that
in American cities, the parking comes first, then the
driving. In other words, by requiring large amounts
of parking, local governments encourage more people
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to drive, which then leads to the conclusion that we
need to build more parking. It’s a downward spiral.
In fact, it’s even worse. Requirements for oﬀ-street
parking result in buildings that are more spread out.
Often, more space is taken up by parking lots than
by buildings. The result is greater distances between
destinations, which makes it harder to walk, bike, or take
the bus. Current parking policies not only encourage
more people to drive—in some ways they require it.
In fact, the demand for parking is so deeply ingrained
in modern American life that minimum parking
standards have even escaped our growing
political polarization, often unifying liberals
(who view it as part of well-regulated, orderly
development) and conservatives (who normally
oppose regulations like this, but really want a
place to park their cars).
But the cost of minimum parking
requirements is high. These requirements
add a significant amount to the cost of building
housing and stores, which contributes to our
aﬀordable housing crisis and increases the
price of retail goods. They cause us to pave
over more and more land, destroying habitat
and increasing polluted runoff. And they
cause more driving, which is the biggest and
www.yournec.org

one of the fastest growing sources of greenhouse
gas emissions in the country.
It’s time to overturn the political and cultural
consensus we inherited from the twentieth century
and get rid of minimum parking standards. New
development should be required to provide alternative
transportation amenities—such as sidewalks, bike racks,
and bus passes—and provide parking only for those
who truly need it—such as people with disabilities. Our
communities and our climate will both be better oﬀ.
Aerial view of Central Ave. in McKinleyville.
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Enviro Groups
Concerned About
Wind Energy Project
Morgan Corviday
In September, a coalition of local environmental
groups sent a letter to the director of the Humboldt
Planning Department to express concerns and
recommendations regarding the proposed wind farm to
be located on two mountain ridges above Rio Dell—Bear
River Ridge and Monument Ridge. The letter reflected
opinions of the major conservation organizations of the
North Coast, including the Northcoast Environmental
Center, EPIC, Friends of the Eel River, California Native
Plant Society (North Coast Chapter), the Sierra Club
(North Group, Redwood Chapter), and 350 Humboldt.
These organizations are not opposed to wind energy
development, understanding that renewable energy
development is crucial to address the urgency of the
climate crisis. However, projects must include proven
mitigation measures to reduce impacts to wildlife. The
released Draft Environmental Impact Report lacked these
measures. A Final Environmental Impact Report had
been expected to be released at the end of September,
but was not yet available as EcoNews went to print.
The following (in italics) is excerpted from the letter
sent September 11 to Humboldt Planning Department
Director John Ford, with regard to Terra-Gen's proposed
Humboldt Wind Project.
Given the largely undeveloped landscape and
presence of at-risk species, the Humboldt Wind Project
will have significant impacts to the environment. At
present, these impacts have not been minimized or
mitigated to an acceptable level. In most circumstances,
[environmental] impacts can be minimized and mitigated
to acceptable levels through sound planning, siting,
and imposition of the best available technology. While
some of our organizations support the “No Project”
alternative, others could support a modified project.
Should the project move forward we unanimously
insist that the following conditions be met:
Move Turbines Oﬀ Bear River Ridge. Bear River
Ridge is home to Humboldt’s isolated and unique
population of horned larks, sits entirely within the Cape
Continued on page 22
Mendocino Grasslands...

Casey's Coastal Column
Adopt-a-Beach Volunteers find Aquaculture Debris
Blackbelt article titled "Experts Question Coast Oyster
Expansion Plan" featuring a photo of oyster farming
debris that had been found in Humboldt Bay—including
Have you ever found small pieces of 3/4 inch
short pieces of black plastic pipe just like the ones we
black plastic pipe while walking on the beach?
were finding on Clam Beach. It also showed small
A group of friends and I began picking up trash we
diameter polypropylene yellow rope, colored plastic
found on Clam Beach after last winter’s storms. When
zip-tie tags, vexar bags, and plastic oyster baskets.
we heard about the NEC’s Adopt-A-Beach program,
After seeing the photograph, we realized that in
we adopted Clam Beach as the Clam Beach Combers.
addition to the black pipe, we had also been finding
At first, we just disposed of collected debris in the
the short pieces of 1/4 inch polypropylene yellow rope.
trash bins. After joining the Adopt-A-Beach program,
During some of our clean-ups it wasn't unusual to find
we started separating the items and filling out the
20 or more pieces of black plastic pipe and 40 or more
program's data collection sheet. We found the expected
short pieces of yellow rope on a half mile or less section
plastic bottles ,
of Clam Beach. Once
we knew what type
plastic bottle caps
of debris to look for,
and lids, shotgun
wads, fishing rope,
we also found some
tires , crab p ot s ,
of the plastic zip-tie
plastic toys, shoes,
tags and an end cover
cushions, trash bags,
to an oyster basket.
food wrappers, and
The recent
other miscellaneous
environmental review
plastic junk. We also
documents for
regularly found quite
oyster aquaculture
a few 5 to 12 inch
operations in
Humboldt Bay discuss
long pieces of 3/4
potential impacts
inch black plastic
pipe. Black plastic
associated with the
pipe isn't listed on
abandonment or loss
Oyster farming debris collected on Clam Beach. Photos: Robin Hamlin.
the data sheet as one
of oyster farming
of the most likely items to find on the beach, yet it
debris to the Bay and its shoreline. However, I couldn’t
was one of the most common items we were finding.
find any discussion in these documents of impacts
from this plastic debris on the ocean or it’s beaches.
We had no idea what the pipe was used for or where
Clam Beach is about 16 miles north of the entrance
it was coming from, so we began to investigate.
Initial internet searches about debris found on other
to Humboldt Bay. Is this type of debris also washing
California beaches turned up no mention of pieces of
up on our beaches between Clam Beach and the mouth
black plastic pipe. I finally came across a December
of the bay, or south of the entrance to Humboldt Bay?
The next time you are out walking on the beach, keep
6, 2014 Press Democrat article with a photo of a man
an eye out for these items—especially after winter
with 1000's of short pieces of black plastic pipe that
storms. If found, please send photos and the location to
he had picked up over the previous six years on the
beaches of Point Reyes National Seashore. The article
casey@yournec.org. Documenting where these items are
stated that his research connected them with oyster
found is the first step toward working to minimize or stop
this type of plastic debris from ending up in the ocean
farming in Drakes Bay.
I also later found a January 9, 2017 Redheaded
and on our beaches.
This edition of Casey's Coastal Column features guest
author Robin Hamlin, Adopt-a-Beach volunteer

PureWaterSpas

Presents

CLASSES & EVENTS with Jane Bothwell

3750 Broadway | 707.444.8001 | jaysooter.com

Herbal Clinic Class: Sept. 9 - Nov. 25
Beginning with Herbs: Oct. 2 - Nov. 20
10-Month Herbal Studies: Feb.-Nov. 2020
Shamanic Herbalism: Feb.-June 2020
Herbal Medicine & Traditional Healing
in the Greek Isles: May 22 - June 2, 2020
707-442-8157 • www.dandelionherb.com
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NORTH GROUP
REDWOOD CHAPTER
Water Board Adopts New Permit for Dairies
Felice Pace
North Group Water Chair
At its August meeting in Santa Rosa, the North
Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board adopted a
new clean water permit for dairies. The Waste Discharge
Requirements permit applies to dairies from Sonoma
County north to the Oregon border and throughout the
California portion of the Klamath-Trinity River Basin.
Dairies have great potential to contaminate
groundwater and are often associated with nitrate
pollution. Nitrates in drinking water are a serious health
risk, particularly for children and pregnant women.
The new permit requires groundwater monitoring by
dairies for the first time, and requires dairies to develop
riparian management and nutrient management plans.
How eﬀective the permit will be at preventing
pollution and protecting health will depend on how
well it is implemented. Implementation in general and
enforcement of permit requirements on agricultural
operations in particular have not been North Coast
Water Board strong points. That makes it essential
that members of the public file complaints when they
observe water pollution, including wetland and riparian
degradation. Complaints about water pollution and
other environmental problems can be filed with the
California EPA online (anonymously if desired) at
https://calepa.ca.gov/enforcement/complaints/.
Locally, most dairies are located on or near coastal
wetlands, including the Eel, Mad, and Smith River
estuaries. While many of these dairies are “organic” that
does not necessarily make them good environmental
stewards. At least one North Coast organic dairy received
a Notice of Violation from the North Coast Water Board
recently for not properly caring for riparian areas.
At the Smith River estuary, nitrate pollution has
been a problem at the Reservation Ranch Dairy, which
provides drinking water to workers. Along with lily
bulb growing, dairy and other animal-based agriculture
adjacent to the Smith River estuary contributes to
surface pollution that has been shown to be toxic to
aquatic organisms and groundwater pollution that

Please Join Us!

The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the
second Tuesday of each month in the first floor conference
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka. The
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation
issues, begins at 6:45 p.m.. Members and non-members with
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When a
new person comes to us with an environmental issue or
concern, we often place them first or early on the agenda.
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places people’s health at risk. That is why the North
Group and others continue to pressure the North Coast
Water Board to develop a comprehensive pollution
control program for the Smith River estuary area,
which includes the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation (formerly
Smith River Rancheria), the unincorporated town of
Smith River, and the area known as Smith River Plain.
If you would like to help the North Group advocate
for clean water and environmental justice adjacent to
Smith River Estuary or anywhere on the North Coast,
call Felice at 707-954-6588.

Dairy cattle graze amid the sloughs at the Smith River estuary.
Photo: Courtesy of Carl Page.

North Group Sponsors Three Youth Campers
Below are excerpts:
Camper 1: “I loved camp. I made new
friends, got to see cows, and had lots of fun.
My favorite part about the cows was the cow
bones. I got to paint them and at school I get
teased about what I wrote on them. I had
sooooo much fun going swimming, pranking
the boys, and hanging out with all my friends.”
Camper 2: “I made friends, went on a
hayride, saw a puppet show, went to Farmer
John’s house, did archery, did the Water
Olympics, went canoeing, and did lots of art
projects. Some art projects were face painting,
friendship bracelets, and card making. We
flipped over twice in the plastic canoe but not
in the metal one. We rode down the current
in the metal one. Farmer John pulled the
hay wagon with his tractor. We drove past
Three youth campers sponsored by the North Group Sierra Club. blackberry bushes and grabbed berries. I made
a lot of new friends and am thankful I got to
Sue Leskiw
go to Lost Coast Camp.”
This summer, North Group sponsored three
Camper 3: “I had a blast at Lost Coast Camp.
campers—an 11-year-old girl from Eureka, an 11-yearEveryone was so kind and welcoming and my cabin
old boy from Fortuna, and a 12-year-old boy from
mates were extremely helpful, teaching me how to sing
Loleta—to attend a week-long session at Lost Coast
the songs that we sung every day and how to clean
Camp near Petrolia.
the kitchen. I loved going swimming in the river every
This is the third year that campers sponsored
day, going to Strawberry Rock, having a campout at
through donations to the Lucille Vinyard/Susie van Kirk
the river, watching a movie, and staying the night
Environmental Education Fund have gone to overnight
in the barn. We looked for cool rocks underwater
camp at this venue in the Mattole Valley. The facility’s
and had a contest to find the coolest one. It was
mission is to “provide youth with a dynamic summer
beautiful watching the sunset from Strawberry Rock
camp experience that promotes building self-esteem
and picking delicious blackberries. We got to eat hot
and positive friendships, individual expression, and
dogs and Rice Krispy treats. The barn, which was really
fostering an appreciation for the natural world.”
old, was nice and cozy. Camp was a one-of-a-kind
In exchange for their tuition, the campers agreed to
experience. I’m thankful that I got the opportunity
submit an essay to North Group about their experience.
to experience it all.”
www.yournec.org
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Thinking of Joining
the National Audubon Society?

Invasive Plant Removal Day at
tthe Sequoia Park Zoo
October 20, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

‘Conditional’
Approval for
Trinidad Hotel
Depends on Water
J. Bryce Kenny & Ted Pease

Humboldt Alliance for Responsible Planning

On August 8, at its only North Coast hearing
of 2019, the California Coastal Commission (CCC)
reversed the recommendations of its staﬀ and issued
a conditional concurrence for a proposed 100-room,
five-story Hyatt hotel on the edge of Trinidad Bay. The
project could go forward if certain conditions are met
regarding the project’s water needs.
Prior to breaking ground, the Trinidad Rancheria
must show that either the City of Trinidad will provide
water, or that a newly discovered well on the property
will be adequate for the hotel demand, or both. The
well was discovered just days before the August CCC
hearing—no engineering analysis has yet confirmed
the well’s capacity or water quality. The proposed new
well also cannot adversely aﬀect other wells in the area,
which are considered coastal resources.
The Coastal Act requires that projects demonstrate
that they “will not have significant adverse eﬀects, either
individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources.”
Without evidence of an adequate water source, “the
project would be inconsistent with the enforceable
policies of the California Coastal Management Program,”
wrote CCC ocean resources manager Mark Delaplaine
in an August 12 letter to the Bureau of Indian Aﬀairs,
which represents the Rancheria in this process.
Developers must provide certification to the CCC
of the on-site well’s capacity before construction can
begin. The capacity of the City of Trinidad’s municipal
water system, and an analysis of future residential
water demands, are under review. The results of
those studies will be complete in December. Mayor
Steve Ladwig told the CCC that the soonest the city
could make a decision on providing water to the hotel
would be January or February. As the developers
have not yet applied for a water hookup, there is no
information yet available on how much city water the
project might need.
Continued on page 21

The Crude Reality of California's
Carbon Market: More Pollution
sums of crude extracted from the endangered landscapes
of Arctic Alaska, was also set that year.
The Arctic, where temperatures are rising twice
Cap-and-trade, the popular name for California’s
as fast as in other parts of the world, is not the only
carbon market, is touted as the global warming
endangered landscape threatened by oil drilling for
salvation of humanity. This market-based scheme
California refineries. Last year one in 10 barrels of oil
of commercializing carbon is also euphemistically
refined in California came from the western Amazon
referred to as a “carbon pricing mechanism.”
(the region that's been on fire and in the news
Carbon markets are supported by big
all summer) and other tropical regions. Oil
oil and big emitters, as well as large NGOs, The crude reality exploration and extraction is a leading cause of
of oil supply
foundations, and mainstream media. Called
tropical deforestation, which is itself another
“the only politically viable” solution to climate
sourcing for major source of greenhouse gas emissions.
change, they are proliferating throughout
California’s
Saudi Arabia remains the largest single
the world. Many banks, particularly those refinery sector source of foreign crude oil delivered to
with experience in other derivative markets,
California’s refineries. All Middle Eastern
is that the
are proudly on board.
sources combined makes up for more than
The danger is that carbon markets will carbon market is 40 percent of the foreign crude oil refined
not wean society from extracting, processing allowing fossil in California.
and burning fossil fuels, nor will they reduce
fuel climate
The 2017 passage of AB 398, which made
real emissions. They simply lock-in fossil
pollution to
the market-mechanism the only legal source
fuel use under the guise of responding to
continue.
for addressing carbon emissions from major
the greatest threat humanity has faced.
oil and gas refining and production facilities,
California is host not only to one of the most high
locks the state into a fossil fuel economy by perpetuating
profile carbon market experiments in the world, it is
the fantasy that increased petroleum processing is
also host to one of the largest petro-chemical refining
compatible with climate action.
and processing centers on the Pacific Rim. The crude
Instead of further enriching carbon traders and
reality of oil supply sourcing for California’s refinery
polluting industries, California needs to demonstrate
sector is that the carbon market is allowing fossil fuel
real climate leadership by pursuing immediate direct
climate pollution to continue.
emissions reductions from all sources—especially
The California Energy Commission provides a
from fossil fuels—as the only real solution to the global
summary of “crude oil supply sources to California
climate crisis.
refineries” each year, derived from data gathered by the
U.S. Energy Information Agency. The data show that both
crude oil throughput (the amount of crude oil entering
the refineries) and real emissions in California have
increased in the refinery sector under cap-and-trade—
even though industry pollution sources are successfully
complying with the market-based mechanism.
The crude reality is that California’s refinery sector
sourced more crude oil in 2018 than in any single year
since the Great Recession of 2008. After several years
of persistent decline, crude oil extraction in California
saw a small increase in 2018. A new record for foreign
crude oil imports, as well as still sourcing significant
Gary Graham Hughes
California Policy Monitor, Biofuelwatch

5301 Boyd Rd, Arcata • Just off Guintoli Ln. at Hwy 299
707-825-8880 • www.almquistlumber.com
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference
Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501

1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us

2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us

3rd District - Mike Wilson

707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us

4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us

5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov
112 Hart Senate Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huﬀman
https://huﬀman.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Oﬃce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161

Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor

Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

Look up other California state legislators
here: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list?
www.usa.gov/elected-officials
Questions? Contact the NEC at 707-822-6918
or nec@yournec.org.
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Eye on

Washington

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Correction notice: In the Aug/Sep issue of EcoNews a
sentence was accidentally changed in the editing process.
The sentence should read: “Congressman Huﬀman was also
in the news when he managed to shuttle an amendment
that would stop mining in the Pebble Bay, Alaska.” Shuttle
was edited to “scuttle” in error, changing the meaning of
the sentence. Thanks to our eagle eye readers for catching
the mistake and our apologies.

Drilling Looms in Arctic Wildlife Refuge

The Bureau of Land Management took a major
step toward oil and gas leases in the wildlife refuge by
releasing the final Environmental Impact Statement
which identified the largest lease swath as the preferred
alternative. The Record of Decision and implementation
steps could take place as early as October, though
some members of Congress and conservation groups
are trying to stop the plan in courts. In addition, Rep.
Huﬀman pushed his bill (HR 1146) to block drilling
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR).
On September 12, that bill passed the House with a
bipartisan margin of 225-193. The bill, which is not
expected to pass the Senate, would repeal a controversial
provision of the 2017 Trump tax law that mandated
oil and gas leasing and production in the Coastal Plain
of ANWR. “The Arctic Cultural and Coastal Plain
Protection Act reflects a very simple proposition: there
are some places too wild, too important, too unique
to be spoiled by oil and gas development,” said Rep.
Huﬀman. “The Arctic Refuge’s Coastal Plain is one of
those special places…”

More Hope for Coastal Protections

In a move to prevent new drilling for gas and oil
oﬀ the coasts of the United States, a bill authored
by Huﬀman to block drilling for oil and gas oﬀ the
Pacific Coast passed the full House on September 12.
A second bill was introduced to similarly block drilling
oﬀ the Atlantic coast co-sponsored by Huﬀman. Both
permanent drilling bans passed the House by a majority
of 238-189. To protect the Florida Gulf Coast, a bill
that would establish a moratorium on drilling passed
on the same day by a margin of 248-180. Even with
these margins, none of the three bills is expected to
move through the current Senate.

US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) Director

President Trump nominated Aurelia Skipwith to
be the next director of the USFWS. Her nomination
has not been welcomed by those most familiar with the
agency work and mission, namely former employees and
partners. Twenty-seven former Fish and Wildlife Service
employees along with the former Superintendent of
Channel Islands National Park pointed to their combined
www.yournec.org

665.5 years of federal government experience and urged
the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
to reject Skipwith. In the letter the former employees
stated: “Ms. Skipwith lacks the training and experience
necessary for this position. Her background consists
largely of serving as a consultant or attorney dealing
with non-wildlife and non-conservation issues.” In
addition, they said they were concerned that Skipwith’s
“job history includes potential conflicts of interest
which raise serious questions about her ability to act
in the public interest.”
Included in her resume are approximately six
years with agribusiness corporation Monsanto. This is
Skipwith’s second hearing. Her nomination is expected
to progress, though with the unresolved autumn budget
and other issues, time might slip away.

Endangered Species More Threatened Under
Former Oil Lobbyist Sec. Bernhardt

Secretary of the Interior Bernhardt announced
plans to drastically reduce protections for threatened
and endangered species covered under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) despite the success of the Act
and need for stronger protections. Conservation
groups including the Northcoast Environmental
Center have joined forces to write in opposition of the
proposed new regulations. In addition, on September
17 Congressman Huﬀman introduced HR 4341, the
“Critically Endangered Animals Conservation Act
of 2019,” to enshrine full protections in law so that
this and future administrations cannot diminish
those regulations. A dozen members of the House
immediately added their names as co-sponsors to
Huﬀman’s bill. Although it is disheartening to see
the ESA continually attacked, it is encouraging to see
support for the ESA’s long-term viability.

What to Expect in Coming Months

As the nation moves into an election year, Congress
will continue to work on legislation that is important to
members who are up for reelection to show constituents
they are working to support local concerns. Much
of this legislation will not advance to law, but some
will. It is hard to tell which bills will garner support
through compromise or lucky timing. With the new
Inquiry for Impeachment announced by Speaker Pelosi,
it is diﬃcult to predict if members of Congress will
be more, or perhaps less, likely to work together for
sound conservation legislation. The NEC will try to
keep readers up to date on bills of interest and how
they can add their voice.
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EPIC Honors Civil Rights Attorney Dennis Cunningham
they could find in African American neighborhoods,
leaving 11 dead and thousands arrested. In the
aftermath, Cunningham began attending court
hearings in Chicago with the People’s Law Oﬃce,
which provided legal aid to community members
who were caught up in the Chicago court process—
giving him a hands-on education in the court house.
Cunningham represented Earth First! activist
and union organizer Judi Bari in a still unsolved
attack that took place on May 24, 1990, when a
pipe bomb that was placed under the driver’s seat
of Bari’s car exploded, nearly killing her. Judi Bari
and Darryl Cherney were driving
through Oakland recruiting students
for the Redwood Summer campaign
when the bomb went oﬀ.
Oakland police and the FBI
tried to frame Judi and Darryl for
the bombing and arrested Judi while
she was in critical condition with
a fractured pelvis and other major
Civil rights attorney Dennis Cunningham with activist Darryl Cherney.
injuries, leaving her maimed and
permanently disabled. Ultimately,
Amber Jamieson
no charges were filed. After a year, with
Communications & Development Director
Cunningham as their attorney, Judi and
Darryl filed a federal civil rights lawsuit
Dennis Cunningham is a legendary civil rights
against the Oakland Police Department
attorney who has spent his lifetime defending activists
and FBI for false arrest, unlawful search
since the 1960s. From suing the Chicago Police
and seizure, and malicious investigative
Department for the murder of Black Panther Fred
malpractice on the part of the FBI. The
Hampton, to representing Earth First! activist Judi
jury found that Bari and Cherney’s civil
Bari when her car was bombed and the FBI falsely
rights had been violated, which resulted
charged her as a terrorist, Cunningham has a lifetime
in an award of $4.4 million in damages.
of inspirational experience that has resulted in major
Cunningham also represented victims
social changes.
in the pepper spray trials against the
Cunningham had his first jury trial with one
Humboldt County Sheriﬀ ’s oﬃce. County
day’s notice in late February 1969, representing Fred
oﬃcers applied pepper spray and other
Hampton, chairman of the Illinois Black Panther
chemical agents to the eyes of forest
Party, who had organized a rally but was charged
activists on numerous occasions for nonwith mob action after police provoked violence by
violent actions, including locking down
using tear gas. Cunningham successfully argued the
at Pacific Lumber Company oﬃces and
case resulting in a “not guilty” verdict. In December
blocking the logging road gate to Grizzly
of 1969, Hampton was murdered with a machine gun
Creek after David “Gypsy” Chain was killed
by Chicago police oﬃcers in a pre-dawn raid. Later,
by a logger. Eventually the victims of the
Cunningham sued the Chicago Police Department
pepper spray actions filed a civil lawsuit
for the murder of Hampton.
claiming that Humboldt officers used
In 1968, the anti-war movement ramped up and
excessive force and with Cunningham as
peace activists mobilized at the Democratic National
their attorney, the pepper spray victims
Convention in Chicago. As a young attorney, in 1968
won. However, they were only awarded
Cunningham lived in Lincoln Park and witnessed
a symbolic $1 each.
Chicago police oﬃcers beating and arresting everyone

13

www.yournec.org

On Saturday, November 9, Dennis Cunningham
will be at the Mateel Community Center for the EPIC
Fall Celebration to receive the Sempervirens Lifetime
Achievement Award. Doors open at 6 p.m. followed
by an Indian Fusion dinner and Sempervirens Award
Ceremony at 7 p.m. Music with Delhi2Dublin begins
at 9:30 p.m. This event is expected to sell out, so get
your tickets early at brownpapertickets.com or visit
EPIC’s website for more information.
To stay up to date on these and other issues, go to

www.wildcalifornia.org
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NORTHCOAST
CHAPTER
Beginners and experts, non-members and members
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings.
Almost all of our events are free. All of our events are
made possible by volunteer effort.

Visit www.northcoastcnps.org for more info.

Field Trips & Plant Walks

October 6, Sunday. Spike Buck Mountain Day
Hike. A very small mountain to conquer, Spike Buck
Mountain (in the Horse Mountain-Grouse Mountain
corridor of Six Rivers National Forest) oﬀers a good
view as well as the possibility of good plants. Following
Rees Hughes’ suggested route (in Hiking Humboldt
vol. 2: 101 Shorter Day Hikes) explore a patchwork
of white fir-Douglas-fir forest and montane chaparral;
2-3 miles on rough logging roads and wandering oﬀ
trail. Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacific Union School (3001
Janes Rd., Arcata). Bring lunch and water; dress for
mountain weather. Contact Carol: 707-822-2015,
theralphs@humboldt1.com.

What’s on
Bear River
Ridge?

November 2, Saturday. Botanizing the Trinidad
Coast, Field Trip. Trinidad Coastal Land Trust (TCLT)
and CNPS join up for a day of exploring the Trinidad
coast with short hikes down to TCLT-managed beaches
such as Houda Point and Luﬀenholtz Beach, and to the
historic Trinidad Head Lighthouse in the California
Coastal National Monument, managed by the BLM.
Using binoculars, we will look at plants on nearshore
rocks. Meet at 9:00 a.m. at Pacific Union School
(3001 Janes Rd., Arcata) or 9:30 a.m. at the Trinidad
Coastal Land Trust oﬃce. Bring lunch, water, and
binoculars if you can. Dress for windy coastal weather.
The field explorations will wrap up at 2:30 p.m. This
trip will be limited to 20 people. Reserve your space
by calling the TCLT oﬃce at: 707-677-2501, or email
info@trinidadcoastallandtrust.org.

Sign up for e-mail announcements:

Northcoast_CNPS-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Like a dam on a river, wind generators on a ridge change
the landscape and the land forever, as well as impact wildlife and
plants. To be informed of the trade-oﬀs suggested for the proposed
Terra-gen wind energy project, drive Bear River Ridge yourself.
Go up Monument Rd. in Rio Dell, the route all the equipment and
supplies will follow should the project proceed. See the Dec2018/
Jan2019 issue of EcoNews for photos of a CNPS field trip there
in November 2018.

CNPS Trip to Tangle Blue Lake, July 12-14

Evening Programs

Evening programs are free, public programs on the
second Wednesday of each month, September through
May, at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside
Rd., Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m.; program at
7:30 p.m. For information or to suggest a speaker or
topic, contact Michael Kauffmann at 707-407-7686 or
michaelkauffmann@gmail.com.

October 9, Wednesday. 7:30 p.m. Botanizing the
BLM Lands of the North Coast. Jennifer Wheeler,
botanist for the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
in Arcata, will take us on a virtual journey across BLM
lands on the North Coast, including Red Mountain,
South Fork Eel, King Range, Butte Creek, Lacks Creek,
and Travis Ranch. She will introduce us to the newly
described Wailaki lomatium (Lomatium kogholiini)
and other wonderful plants.
November 13, Wednesday. Treasure Hunts and
Databases Help Rare Plants. How many rare plant
species do we have on the North Coast? How are they
faring? Is anyone keeping track of them? How does the
CNPS Rare Plant Treasure Hunt Program relate to the
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)? Greg
O’Connell, our chapter’s co-Rare Plant Chair and an
environmental scientist with California Department
of Fish and Wildlife, will answer these questions and
show how valuable the CNDDB is for conservation
decisions, environmental review, and research.

If You Missed the Plant Sale...

A selection of our chapter-grown native
plants is available to buy every day, 12 noon6 p.m., at the Kneeland Glen Farm Stand at
Freshwater Farms Reserve, 5851 Myrtle Ave.
(near Three Corners Market). If you don’t see
what you want there, you can ask if we have it by
contacting us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com.

Photos, above from left:Tangle Blue Lake in the Trinity Alps. Blooming California pitcher
plant (Darlingtonia californica) in the meadow by our favorite campground at Scott Mt.
Summit. Inset: In the moist forest just below Tangle Blue Lake we made special note of
two rare plants that only live in the Klamath Mountains and nearby Cascades, one of
which was the Salmon Mountains wakerobin (Trillium ovatum ssp. oettingeri)—a small
version of the common western trillium, with a drooping flower and small, slender
flower parts. The other was English Peak greenbriar (Smilax jamesii), a gentle, unarmed
vine in a genus generally sporting prickles or fierce claws. Photos: Carol Ralph.
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High Costs and
Risks of
Nuclear Waste
Mike Manetas
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) held
a public hearing in Eureka on August 26 to gather
input and ideas on formulating a policy for creating
Community Advisory Boards (CABs) to monitor
decommissioning activities at nuclear sites across the
nation. Members of our local CAB, set up 20 years
ago by PG&E, not only supplied useful information
at the hearing, but also brought up the elephant in
the room—what will happen to the six casks of highlevel spent fuel that is stored on the bluﬀ adjacent
to Humboldt Bay?
After 10 years of complex dismantling and
shipping oﬀ of some 16,000 truckloads of radioactively
contaminated metal, concrete, soil, and other debris
from the former Humboldt Bay Nuclear Power Plant, the
$1+ billion decommissioning project is nearly complete.
The last step is to finish the final site restorations needed
to bring it into California environmental compliance.
However, PG&E holds the amended nuclear license,
requiring it to monitor and safeguard the dry casks in
the Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI),
located on site about 150 feet from Humboldt Bay. The
license was for 40 years. PG&E will continue gathering
monthly payments from ratepayers to pay the $10-15
million per year storage bill for at least the next 10 years.
What will happen after that is unknown, since there are
currently no viable solutions to the extremely long-term
needs of safeguarding high-level nuclear waste. The halflife of the waste stored in these casks is 24,000 years.
As was stated by both PG&E and the NRC at
the meeting, legally it is the Department of Energy
(DOE)’s problem. Mandated by Congress in 1982, the
DOE was to take ownership and possession of all the
waste fuel and place it in a deep geologic repository
by 1998. That deadline came and went without any
suitable solution for the the tens of thousands of tons
of high-level wastes in the U.S.
DOE has spent $15 billion trying to develop Yucca
Mountain for deep burial, but it remains a contentious
location. Although the nuclear industry blames political
issues, Yucca Mountain (or in reality, any other site) is
unrealistic due to the enormous technological challenges
of dealing with the heat-emitting radioactivity of the
fuel, and the huge cost estimates for extremely longterm storage. In addition, the site is large enough to
store only a fraction of the high-level nuclear waste
that currently exists in the U.S.
Thus, the spent fuel from the defunct Humboldt
Bay reactor sits in dry casks in a concrete bunker
right next to Humboldt Bay, under the guardianship
of PG&E, with no other alternative in sight. The site,
however, is threatened by sea level rise (read more
Continued on page 22
about this threat on page 6.)
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Brave Climate Change Scientists
Choose Hope Over Politics
Dan Sealy
This article is the result of interviews conducted
by the author with Drs. Ziska and Caﬀrey in August
of 2019. Full disclosure: Dr. Caﬀrey was willing to be
interviewed due to the author’s previous employment
with the National Park Service. The author’s spouse
works for the US Department of Agriculture.
Dr. Lew Ziska was a Senior Researcher with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Crop Systems
and Global Change Laboratory. In 2018, Ziska had
completed research on the eﬀects of climate change on
the nutritional value of rice. The agency had processed
his paper as it had a hundred times before. Peer review
was complete and a scientific journal had scheduled
its publication. Suddenly, a USDA non-biological
researcher gave nonsensical review comments to
Ziska, instructing him to address
them before the agency would
allow publication. That had
never happened before. “It was
as if I were in a cartoon and a
lightbulb went oﬀ. I realized this
was ideological, not scientific.”
The article was not published.
Dr. Maria Caﬀrey was the
Principal Investigator on a fiveyear project to examine how sea
level rise and storm surge would
impact coastal national parks
for planning purposes. The sea
level predictions were based on
data published by the United
Nations’ Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). Caffrey’s work was
complete, but publication had
been delayed. She was unconcerned until she went on
maternity leave and was notified that her bosses were
editing her report. They wanted to remove mention
of humans as a source of climate change, rendering
her report useless. A reporter, using the Freedom of
Information Act, obtained copies of emails showing
her bosses had intervened and were afraid of reprisals
from political appointees in the Department of the
Interior (DOI) and the National Park Service. Dr.
Caﬀ rey filed a whistleblower complaint about the
suppression of her report. Though her report was
eventually published, her funding was not renewed.
These are only two examples of suppression of
climate change research under the current administration
in direct violation of government Principles of
Scientific Integrity. Both the USDA and DOI have
policies governing scientific integrity including those
protections from harassment and political meddling.
Both scientists are published researchers who
are dedicated to helping solve some of the looming
www.yournec.org

Above, Dr. Lew Ziska. Below left, Dr.
Maria Caﬀrey. Submitted photos.

issues related to climate change,
but both say under the current
administration their work has
been suppressed and both took
action. They are not alone. The
Climate Science Legal Defense
Fund (CSLDF), which counsels
scientists regarding their rights,
wrote in February 2018, "Barely
a year into President Trump’s
t e r m , th e re h av e a l re a d y
b e en 111 attempt s by the
federal government to censor,
misrepresent, or stifle science.”

Two Responses,
Two Outcomes

Ziska and Caﬀrey both felt
maintaining personal and agency
scientific integrity required leaving the agencies they
gladly served. Each took their own path. Dr. Ziska
was oﬀered a position at Columbia University in New
York and retired from his government position. Dr.
Caﬀrey, a new mother who had just bought a new
home with her husband, was shuﬄed to other oﬃces
and even was asked to continue to work on projects
as a volunteer. She eventually became unemployed
and her whistleblower case with the National Park
Service remains unresolved.
While some might suggest that scientists should
forgo the pursuit of climate change research under
the thumb of the current administration, that is not
the message from these two scientists. They feel it is
even more important for new and current scientists
to continue to guide government work and they have
some inspiring recommendations to share.
Read about their recommendations and more
about these scientists in the second installment of this
article coming up in the Dec/Jan issue of EcoNews.
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Where human rights, the environment, social justice,
and the economy intersect.

A New Approach to Social Change:
Community Benefits Agreements
Mario Fernandez
We have an opportunity here in Humboldt County
to form a more perfect democracy and vibrant positive
economy through the use of Community Benefits
Agreements (CBAs).
Social change groups—environmentalists, labor,
and racial/social equity—have formed a Humboldt
Community Benefits Agreement working group.
Through a CBA, we can flip the scripts of developers and
corporations by demanding more than the minimum
environmental protections or workplace standards,
and require equity and sustainability to be established
provisions in any future projects or deals.
This approach to social change is fairly recent. In
the late 1990s, community organizations in Southern
California formed the Los Angeles Alliance for a
New Economy to win the first CBA. In exchange for
community support, the developer financed traﬃc
improvements, ensured workers were paid a livingwage, prioritized hiring disadvantaged residents, and
established a policy of union-neutrality.
Humboldt, more than most counties in California, is
accustomed to a higher level of self-reliance. Admittedly,
this has led to division between community groups leaving
us, at times, susceptible to divide and conquer tactics.
Developers, corporations, and economic opportunist
industries (timber, cannabis, wind energy, etc.) seek

to dominate our local economy offering nothing
more than a pittance for the use of our community’s
resources—leveraging community interests against
one another in order to benefit capitalist interests.
The problem isn’t development or growth, but
the community accountability and sustainability of
projects. The Terra-Gen wind farm project, for example,
doesn’t provide any information about living wages,
job training, or even mention any reparations for the
use of indigenous sacred land (the owners—Humboldt
Redwood Company and Russ Ranches—are willing to
sell the land). Nordic Aquafarms’ fish farm project is
promising living wages and benefits but fails to mention
any potential impact to our local fishing industry while
pushing for tax breaks on development.
Rather than beat our chests and exclaim “not
in my backyard,” we could do better by establishing
demands. The wind energy and fish farm projects
are two recent and distinct opportunities for us to
negotiate better standards. In either project, we could
demand training and first-hire practices for the local
economically disadvantaged. For the wind farm, we
could negotiate that an average number of kilowatts
remain for local use or that we have an option to buy
back the farm after so many years.
Simply put: we’re able to coordinate with one another
over which projects are vital to the community as a whole,
and avoid hostility from one another while we support
each other in our demands for a better community.
It’s worth acknowledging that not every project
will necessitate a CBA, but we ought to demand
economic, environmental, and social accountability
from the ones that seek to exploit us.
The Humboldt CBA working group oﬀers a tactic
to a long-term solution to empower our community
and its members, and it’s a remedy to rectify previous
poor planning processes.
For more information about the Humboldt CBA, or if
you are interested in contributing to the Nexus column,
contact David Cobb at davidkcobb@gmail.com.

VIOLET-GREEN
WINERY

SYRAH - MERLOT
PETITE SIRAH
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
ULTRAVIOLET
Celebrating 16 years of making fine wines for our community

Locally Owned & Operated

707.445.8679 www.violetgreenwinery.com

17

www.yournec.org

Pachamama
Alliance Comes to
Humboldt

Achuar man from Ecuador, banner from the Pachamama
Alliance website.

Donna Luckey
In recent weeks the news of increased fires in the
Amazon has been overwhelming. The accelerating
destruction of the rainforest is tragic, and yet not at
all new: we have heard about fire and other threats
to Mother Earth (called Pachamama, in Quechua) for
decades. In our region of the world, it can be a struggle
to connect or respond to tragedies so far away.
The Pachamama Alliance (PA) is an organization
that has been connected with the indigenous people of
the Amazon for over 25 years, working to protect their
homeland—just as we work to protect and enhance
our sense of ‘place’ here in Humboldt/Wiyot territory.
The Pachamama Alliance Humboldt Community
was established as a way for locals to engage with the
dreams of the PA and of the indigenous people in the
Amazon basin headwaters with whom PA works.

Pachamama Alliance Vision and Purpose

The Pachamama Alliance was born out of an
invitation from the indigenous Achuar people to work
in partnership with them to preserve their land and
culture while bringing forth a new worldview that
honors and sustains life. The realities of oil development
in Ecuador underscore the importance of this work.
The PA has worked in solidarity with indigenous
organizations of Ecuador's Amazon to defend their
rights and homeland since 1997.
The PA community weaves together indigenous
and modern worldviews, and envisions a world that
works for everyone: an environmentally sustainable,
spiritually fulfilling, socially just human presence
on this planet—“changing the dream of the modern
world.” In the Pachamama Humboldt Community,
we aim to provide local opportunities to discover the
value of ancient wisdom in addressing our modern
crises and to help each of us define our personal role
in fulfilling this vision.
The Pachamama Alliance is committed to
transforming human systems and structures that
separate us, and to transforming our relationships with
ourselves, with one another, and with the natural world.
In PA, “we are accountable to—and stand in solidarity
with—those whose access...
Continued on page 21
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Kin to the Earth:
Morgan Corviday
Earlier this year in the Feb/Mar issue of EcoNews,
the Kin to the Earth column introduced readers to
Greta Thunberg, a 16-year-old Swedish climate activist
whose weekly climate strikes were taking hold around
Europe and the world. In March, 1.6 million people in
133 countries marched with her for climate action—
at the time the largest climate action in history. On
September 20, she again led the world in a massive
strike, doubling the former attendance record with an
estimated 4 million students and adults skipping school
and work to disrupt daily life in demand of urgent climate
action. A week later, the strike on September 27 broke
the record again with 6 million reported participants.
At the recent United Nations (U.N.) Climate Action
Summit in New York, youth from around the world
spoke on behalf of their respective countries and for all
youth and generations to come, calling out the lack of
crisis-appropriate actions being undertaken by world
leaders thusfar. “How dare you,” Greta admonished.
While Greta undoubtedly has become a leader,
speaking before crowds of thousands, governments,
and world leaders at the U.N., she is not the only youth
activist deserving of our attention.
Youth around the world are taking the lead in
activism and are being heard. Young people tend to
feel a greater sense of urgency because they know
they will be alive to suﬀer more of the consequences
resulting from the lack of action by prior generations.
The following are a few other committed youth
activists who are taking a stand and making a diﬀerence.

The NEC
the Raven Project

Drop off

clean

415 I St. (Corner of I & Samoa) in Arcata
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Youth Taking the Lead
Greta Thunberg and other youth activists around
the world demand climate action.

Isra Hirsi, 16 - The daughter of Rep. Ilhan Omar,
Isra was a social justice advocate before becoming
involved with the climate movement.
Autumn Peltier, 15 - Autumn has been fighting
for water conservation and indigenous water rights in
her native territory since she was 8 years old. She is
Chief Water Commissioner for the Anishinabek Nation.
Bruno Rodriguez, 19 - Bruno has organized
student walkouts in his home of Buenos Aires, calling
for other young people to fight government complacency
and pollution by corporations.
Helena Gualinga, 17 - Helena has fought her
whole life to protect land from resource exploitation
in the Ecuadorian Amazon by fighting for indigenous
rights protections.
Mari Copeny, 12 - When Mari was 8, she wrote
a letter to President Obama about the Flint, MI water
crisis, and recently started #WednesdaysForWater for
Right: Autumn Peltier, 15, Chief Water Commissioner for the
Anishinabek Nation. Photo: Global Landscapes Forum, Flickr CC.

Youth File Legal Complaint: Climate Crisis is a Children’s Rights Crisis
Jake Johnson

This article was originally published on
CommonDreams.org under a Creative Commons license.

More than a dozen youth activists from around
the globe filed a “groundbreaking” legal complaint on
Monday accusing five major nations of violating the
U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child by failing
to act on the climate crisis.
The complaint, presented to the U.N. Committee
on the Rights of the Child in New York, names
France, Germany, Brazil, Argentina, and Turkey—the
biggest polluters among signatories of the Rights of
the Child Treaty. The United States and China, the
world’s biggest polluters, were not named in the
lawsuit because they have not ratified the portion
of the treaty that allows victims to pursue justice for
alleged violations.
A total of 16 youth activists from 12 nations joined
the legal action, including 11-year-old Ridhima Pandey
from India, 17-year-old Ayakha Melithafa from South
Africa, 14-year-old Alexandria Villaseñor from the
U.S., and 16-year-old Greta Thunberg from Sweden.
“People who are older aren’t paying as much
attention because they will not be as aﬀected,” Melithafa
said in a statement. “They don’t take us children
seriously, but we want to show them we are serious.”
“The 1.1°C rise in global average temperature is
presently causing devastating heat waves, forest fires,
extreme weather patterns, floods, and sea level rise,
infringing on the human rights of millions of people
globally,” says the complaint. “Because children are among
www.yournec.org

the most vulnerable to these life-threatening impacts,
physiologically, and mentally, they will bear the burden
of these harms far more and far longer than adults.”
“Petitioners, children from around the world,
already carry that burden,” the complaint continues.
“Climate change is exposing them to life-threatening
dangers and harming their health and development.
For the indigenous petitioners, their thousand-yearsold cultures are threatened by climate change. The
climate crisis is a children’s rights crisis.”
During a press conference unveiling the complaint,
Carlos Manual, a 17-year-old petitioner from the
island nation of Palau, said his community’s “homes
are being swallowed by the ocean” due to rising sea
levels caused by a warming climate.
Earther’s Brian Kahn called the youth-led suit
“potentially world-changing” because, if successful,
“the United Nations would classify the climate crisis
as a children’s rights crisis.”

Invest in the Future
Join our Monthly
Giving Program
For more information,
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
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UN Report: Unprecedented Species
Extinction Rates ‘Accelerating’

Up to 1 million species currently threatened with extinction, many within decades.
Press Release, United Nations

The following is excerpted from a press release from
the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), May 2019

Nature is declining globally at rates
unprecedented in human history—and the
rate of species extinctions is accelerating, with
grave impacts on people around the world now
likely, warns a landmark new report from the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).
“The overwhelming evidence of the IPBES
Global Assessment, from a wide range of diﬀerent
fields of knowledge, presents an ominous picture,”
said IPBES Chair, Sir Robert Watson. “The health
of ecosystems on which we and all other species
depend is deteriorating more rapidly than ever. We
are eroding the very foundations of our economies,
livelihoods, food security, health and quality of
life worldwide.”
“The Report also tells us that it is not too late to
make a diﬀerence, but only if we start now at every level
from local to global,” he said. “Through ‘transformative
change’, nature can still be conserved, restored and
used sustainably—this is also key to meeting most
other global goals. By transformative change, we mean
a fundamental, system-wide reorganization across
technological, economic and social factors, including
paradigms, goals and values.”
The report is the most comprehensive ever
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We Need to
Talk About
Global Grief
Dorine Leisz

Endangered northern spotted owlets. Photo: USFWS,
Wikimedia Commons.

completed, the first intergovernmental report of its kind,
and intoduces innovative ways of evaluating evidence.
Compiled by 145 expert authors from 50 countries
over the past three years, with inputs from another 310
contributing authors, the report assesses changes over
the past five decades, providing a comprehensive picture
of the relationship between economic development
pathways and their impacts on nature. It also oﬀers a
range of possible scenarios for the coming decades.
The report also draws (for the first time ever at this
scale) on indigenous and local knowledge, particularly
addressing issues relevant to Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities.
"Our life-supporting ‘safety net’ is stretched almost
to breaking point,” said Prof. Sandra Díaz (Argentina),
who co-chaired the Assessment with Prof. Josef
Settele (Germany) and Prof. Eduardo S. Brondízio
(Brazil and USA).
“Ecosystems, species, wild populations, local
varieties, and breeds of domesticated plants and
animals are shrinking, deteriorating or vanishing.
The essential, interconnected web of life on Earth
is getting smaller and increasingly frayed,” said Prof.
Settele. “This loss is a direct result of human activity
and constitutes a direct threat to human well-being
in all regions of the world.”
Three-quarters of the land-based environment
and about 66 percent of the marine environment have
been significantly altered by human actions.

Grief about the world. It’s a pervasive feeling these
days, whether or not we register it and recognize it
for what it is. I have talked to people that experience
it in grocery aisles—even in our local natural foods
stores—looking at all the plastic packaging and
realizing it will be around long after we are gone.
Some may experience it at the beach or in the forest,
noticing subtle changes in the environment. Others
may feel a vague despair while walking or driving,
for no discernable reason other than the sense that
something’s deeply wrong.
“We are so f****d.” This sentiment has become a
macabre mantra of sorts.
I’ve come to view it as one of the five stages of grief:
acceptance. The five stages of grief are: denial, anger,
bargaining, depression, and acceptance. Acceptance
in this case does not always bring hope, but rather
the facing/embracing of reality. We are beginning to
accept that we live in a time of very serious upheaval.
Mass extinctions. Fascism rising. Pollution everywhere.
Increasing frequency of climate catastrophes.
I frequently find myself cycling through the five
stages of grief—almost daily. I sometimes think that
getting up, and going to work as if the house isn’t on
fire (as Greta Thunberg says) is my biggest act of denial
every day. The fact that I still buy things wrapped in
plastic, knowing how bad it is, is another act of denial.
Stopping to think about all the plastic items I’ve used in
my life brings—there is no way every single toothbrush
I have used in my life is still out there. Yet, I know in
reality they are. More denial.
Then I feel anger at everyone, myself included, for
not taking extreme actions to stop this. Bargaining is
a more subtle aspect of grief, but every day I promise
myself that this is my last (fill in the blank with an
endless list of environmental oﬀenders). Next, I often
sink into depression, which I then try to climb out
of by meditating, talking to friends, and gardening.
It was observing this cycle in my personal life, and
noticing that very few friends broached the topic (but
were always somewhat relieved to have someone else
bring it up) that got me seriously thinking about the
burden of grief that nearly everyone alive right now
is carrying in some way.
Continued on page 21
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Birds in Decline:

New Study finds One in four birds in north
america have disappeared in last 50 years
elsewhere with other taxa showing
massive declines, including insects and
Press Release, American Bird Conservancy
amphibians,” said coauthor Peter Marra,
A study recently published in the journal Science
senior scientist emeritus and former
reveals that bird populations in the United States and
head of the Smithsonian Migratory
Canada have declined by 29 percent, or almost 3 billion
Bird Center and now director of the
birds, since 1970—signaling a widespread ecological
Georgetown Environment Initiative at
crisis. The results show tremendous losses across diverse
Georgetown University. “It’s imperative to
groups of birds and habitats—from iconic songsters
address immediate and ongoing threats,
both because the domino eﬀects can
such as meadowlarks to long-distance migrants such
lead to the decay of ecosystems that
as swallows and backyard birds including sparrows.
humans depend on for our own health
“Multiple, independent lines of evidence show a
massive reduction in the abundance of birds,” said Ken
and livelihoods—and because people
Rosenberg, the study’s lead author and a senior scientist
all over the world cherish birds in their
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and American Bird
own right. Can you imagine a world
Conservancy. “We expected to see continuing declines
without birdsong?”
of threatened species. But for the first time, the results
Although the study did not analyze
also showed pervasive losses among common birds
the causes of declines, it noted that the
across all habitats, including backyard birds.”
steep drop in North American birds
The study notes that birds are indicators of
parallels the losses of birds elsewhere in
environmental health, warning that natural systems
the world, suggesting multiple interacting
across the U.S. and Canada are now being so severely
causes that reduce breeding success and
impacted by human activities that they no longer
increase mortality. It noted that the
support the same robust wildlife populations.
largest factor driving these declines is
The findings show that of nearly 3 billion birds
likely the widespread loss and degradation
In less than a single human lifetime, 2.9 billion breeding adult birds have been
lost, 90 percent belong to 12 bird families, including
of habitat, especially due to agricultural
lost from the United States and Canada, including birds in every ecosystem.
Numbers have plummeted even among familiar species. Graph courtesy of the
sparrows, warblers, finches, and swallows—common,
intensification and urbanization.
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
widespread species that play influential roles in food
Other studies have documented
The study also documents a few promising rebounds
webs and ecosystem functioning, from seed dispersal
mortality from predation by free-roaming domestic cats;
resulting from galvanized human eﬀorts. Waterfowl
to pest control.
collisions with glass, buildings, and other structures; and
(ducks, geese, and swans) have made a remarkable
“These data are consistent with what we’re seeing
pervasive use of pesticides associated with widespread
recovery over the past 50 years, made possible by
declines in insects, an essential food source
Dark-eyed junco, one of the common backyard birds that are declining .
Photo: Michael Stubblefield.
investments in conservation by hunters and billions of
for birds. Climate change is expected to
dollars of government funding for wetland protection
compound these challenges by altering habitats
and restoration. Raptors such as the bald eagle have
and threatening plant communities that birds
also made spectacular comebacks since the 1970s, after
need to survive. More research is needed
the harmful pesticide DDT was banned and recovery
to pinpoint primary causes for declines in
eﬀorts through endangered species legislation in the
individual species.
U.S. and Canada provided critical protection.
“The story is not over,” said coauthor
“It’s a wake-up call that we’ve lost more than a
Michael Parr, president of American Bird
quarter of our birds in the U.S. and Canada,” said
Conservancy. “There are so many ways to
coauthor Adam Smith from Environment and Climate
help save birds. Some require policy decisions
Change Canada. “But the crisis reaches far beyond
such as strengthening the Migratory Bird
our individual borders. Many of the birds that breed
Treaty Act. We can also work to ban harmful
in Canadian backyards migrate through or spend the
pesticides and properly fund eﬀective bird
winter in the U.S. and places farther south—from Mexico
conservation programs. Each of us can make a
and the Caribbean to Central and South America.
diﬀerence with everyday actions that together
What our birds need now is an historic, hemispheric
can save the lives of millions of birds—actions
eﬀort that unites people and organizations with one
like making windows safer for birds, keeping
common goal: bringing our birds back.”
cats indoors, and protecting habitat.”
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Trinidad Hotel

Continued from page 12
Contrary to the Commission staﬀ ’s assesment,
the Commission also did not find that the modern,
five-story hotel’s impact on the scenic nature of its
surroundings would make it incompatible with the
state’s Coastal Act. A motion to limit the height of
the hotel to four stories failed 6-5, in a vote that
confused both the commissioners and the public. The
deliberations were somewhat tortured, involving a
convoluted series of motions and amended motions
that became diﬃcult to follow and discern whether
voting one way or another on a motion would lead
to approval—or not. Some commissioners’ votes on
the final motion seemed to be incompatible with their
initial votes, sparking conjecture about whether they
understood what they were voting for.
The Humboldt Alliance for Responsible Planning
(HARP) provided comments urging the Commission
to follow its staﬀ recommendation and object to the
project on the grounds of both visual impacts and
lack of water.
Responding to the CCC’s decision, HARP points
out that conditional concurrence is not appropriate
for something so basic as an adequate water supply
to a hotel. The Commission’s own documents say,
“Conditional concurrences will be limited to situations
where relatively minor project modifications are
necessary” for a project to conform to the Coastal Act.
Planning documents also envision a tripling of the
size of the Cher-Ae Heights Casino, a 50-unit RV park,
a mini-mart and gas station, and new housing and
administrative buildings. The California Transportation
Commission has already appropriated $775,000 for
an initial environmental study of a planned Highway
101 interchange to serve the Rancheria.
While a disappointing result from the CCC meeting,
the project is still far from a sure thing. Unless the new
well can be shown to have adequate capacity without
negatively affecting the aquifer and surrounding
existing wells, pressure reverts to the City of Trinidad
to provide water for the project—far from a popular
proposition. If the water conditions cannot be satisfied,
the Commission’s approval automatically becomes an
objection, requiring more evaluations and CCC review.
Public meetings on Trinidad’s water—and whether
it makes sense to commit to supplying the hotel with
water—will take place after engineering analyses are
completed in December. HARP will notify the public
about when and where these meetings will be. It’s
important that the public make their views known
to the City Council.

Pachamama

Continued from page 17

To learn about the Humboldt Pachamama Community, visit:

https://connect.pachamama.org/group/humboldt

...to material resources and free self-expression
is limited by unjust systems of power and privilege.”
The PA has developed a suite of transformative
learning workshops aimed at how to make a widespread
impact to “change the dream.” Two of these will be
oﬀered in Arcata in November, presented by Equity
Matters and the Humboldt Pachamama Community.
Info about these events is at right, below.

&
Present:

The Eagle and the Condor
The Achuar people
were influenced by
an ancient prophecy
about the Eagle and
the Condor, shared
by many Andean and
Amazonian indigenous
cultures. According to
this prophecy, we are at
a moment in history when
the Eagle, representing intellect and the mind, and the
Condor, representing wisdom and the heart, must come
together to ensure the continued existence of humankind.

Pachamama Alliance Livestream

Join a viewing of the livestream of the Pachamama
Alliance Annual Fundraiser Luncheon (held in San
Francisco) on November 14 at noon at the Humboldt
Area Foundation. For a description of the event
that will be livestreamed, visit: https://landing.
pachamama.org/2019-sf-luncheon. If you are interested
in joining us to view the livestream, please RSVP to
erin@equitymatters.today.

October 18 - Sustainable
Halloween
November 15 - Sustainable
Holidays

Fun, Functional
ects
and Educational proj

! 6 - 9 pm

www.yournec.com
www.ArtsAndDraftsEureka.com

Support local,
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environmental
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Awakening the Dreamer Symposium
The Pachamama Alliance’s Awakening the Dreamer
Symposium will be held November 23, 1-4 p.m., at
the Humboldt Area Foundation. The Awakening
symposium has been held in at least 78 countries in 13
languages by over 4,000 volunteers. The PA is excited
to bring this community work to Humboldt. For details
about the symposium, or to register, visit https://
connect.pachamama.org/event/awakening-dreamer,
or email erin@equitymatters.today.

The NEC
the Raven Project

Sponsor
Informing the North Coast and
Klamath-Siskiyou bioregion on
environmental issues since 1971

Drop off

clean

For more
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nec@yournec.org
21

www.yournec.org

415 I St. (Corner of I & Samoa) in Arcata

Oct/Nov 2019

EcoNews

Global Grief

Wind Energy

Nuclear Waste

Planetary grief comes in many diﬀerent flavors, from
just being aware of what is going on to actually having
your life seriously impacted by climate catastrophes,
such as a flood or wildfire. Our culture doesn’t like
doing the deep, serious work that it takes to truly heal
from trauma, leaving us as walking wounded. This is
more true now than ever.
Mental health professionals are acknowledging
that depression and anxiety resulting from concern
about the climate and other environmental threats, in
addition to our current political climate, are on the rise,
with devastating eﬀects on our sense of well-being.
It is hard coming to the realization that it may
well be too late, no hero is going to save us. Each of
us contribute to our collective demise daily, due to
our choices of action or inaction. We have avoided
talking about the elephant in the room for so long
that now that we are finally ready to acknowledge it,
the elephants are all dead, or on their way toward it.
What can we do, you and I?
I don’t have any answers, or solutions to this many
faceted problem, but talking about our concerns with
others can help us feel less isolated in our pain. A few
months ago I started a Global Grief Group (GGG), so
concerned friends (and anyone else interested) could
meet once a month to commiserate and feel solidarity,
and maybe even brainstorm ideas. Sometimes we
just talk, sometimes we write postcards. We keep
each other informed about current issues and try to
support each other in our grieving.
If you are interested in joining us, send me an
email at dor.leisz@gmail.com.

...Important Bird Area, and is home to the majority
of the rare plant species in the project area.
What’s more, the area is culturally significant to the
Wiyot Tribe, who have voiced their opposition to
placing turbines at this sensitive location.
Minimize and Mitigate Impacts to Ecosystems
and Sensitive Species. It is imperative to complete
all survey protocols before the EIR concludes to best
understand the nature and magnitude of wildlife
impacts. The best way to minimize impacts is to
stop operation when sensitive species are present or
during survey-defined high-risk periods. Operational
curtailment is an industry-standard approach to
mitigating wildlife impacts and is a part of other
Terra-Gen projects.
Provide Adaptive Management Throughout
the Life of the Project. As technology advances,
and our ability to reduce impacts and increase
eﬃciency increases, the project should adopt emerging
technologies and adapt to changing conditions. The
project needs to include an adaptive management
program that works to continually refine the project to
reduce operational impacts. It is imperative to modify
existing mortality monitoring to include canine-assisted
searches or other emerging detection technology to
ensure that adaptive management uses the best available
data and that mortality data be collected throughout
the life of the project. The county needs to guarantee
a neutral and transparent process for determining
necessary project modifications.
Reduce Sediment Impacts to the Maximum
Extent Practicable. The project will require significant
ground disturbance, a known cause of sediment pollution
and landslides. Our organizations are concerned
about the impact of this sediment pollution. To the
maximum extent practicable, all ground disturbance
should occur outside the wet weather period, defined
as Oct. 15 to May 15. Further eﬀorts should also
be made to reduce impacts from the Gen Tie line,
such as by using existing power right of ways and
other steps to reduce new ground disturbance and
forest fragmentation.

The next phase of the decommissioning process
is figuring out what to do with this very complex and
challenging issue going forward. The CAB, the local
community, and the public in general will need to consider
available options and address many questions that
currently have no answers. How long can we expect these
casks to safely contain this waste, when their expected
life-span is only about 40-50 years (and 10 years are
already gone)? What happens if there is a failure, due to
the technology, earthquakes, a tsunami, the increasing
impacts of climate change on sea level rise and site
integrity, or other unknown factors? Who pays for all
this—ratepayers, taxpayers, PG&E, the nuclear industry?
With PG&E currently in bankruptcy, who is in
charge? Will it sell the license to a private company
(as has recently occurred with several other nuclear
sites in the U.S.), risking corporate gamesmanship
and incompetence? How does our situation here on
Humboldt Bay factor into the much bigger challenges
of decommissioning PG&E’s Diablo Canyon reactors
and its spent fuel? What about California’s other
decommissioning sites at San Onofre and Rancho
Seco? How do the lessons learned in California relate
to the 110 reactor sites across the nation?
These complex issues and questions will be debated in
the political, technological, economic, and social arena for
many years to come. It will take committed citizen action
to continue to monitor and fight the powerful nuclear
industry, which today still touts the same hoaxes that it
has for decades (cheap, aﬀordable, necessary, carbonfree energy). Nuclear power advocates are increasingly
found within the climate action movement. However,
the true costs and incredible challenges of nuclear waste
management and potential long-term consequences of
a failure to deal with waste adequately—not only from
reactors, but across the entire nuclear industry—are
nowhere to be found in pro-nuclear propaganda.
Mike Manetas has been on Humboldt’s local CAB
since it began in 1998.

Continued from page 19
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Editor’s note: Meanwhile, across the Pacific, operators
of Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant that suﬀered
a triple meltdown in 2011 state they are running out of
storage space for contaminated water, used to cool the
damaged reactors. Technology does not yet exist to fully
remove all radioactive isotopes from the over 1 million tons
of water. The site will be out of storage space by 2022, but
the only known solution is to drain the water into the ocean.
Experts also still don’t know how to address the melted
nuclear fuel, which breached containment and remains
in the reactor basements, contaminating groundwater.
In Russia, 33 years after the worst nuclear accident in history,
the Chernobyl site finally has new steel and concrete shell
covering the original hastily-built “sarcophagus.” The new
containment shell, designed to last 100 years, was built
because the original sarcophagus was in danger of collapse.
It is estimated to take until 2065 to complete the dismantling
of the sarcophagus and, eventually, the reactor structures.
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YES! I will help the Northcoast

Environmental Center protect our
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!
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Address
City

State
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Zip

E-mail
My gift is (check one box if applicable):
in memory of

in honor of

a gift membership

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift
Address ____________________________
membership)

City ________________________________

A subscription to EcoNews is included
with your membership. Please choose one option:
I would like to save resources and read
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the
address above.

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:
(student or

$30 - Trillium low income)
$100 - Coho Salmon
$250 - Spotted Owl
Other ________

$50 - Paciﬁc Fisher
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

I would like to become a sustaining member!
I pledge $___________ per month.
Please bill my credit card monthly.
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

Save resources, donate online: www.yournec.

org. If you prefer, mail this form with a check or
ﬁll in your credit card information below.
Check enclosed (Payable to NEC)
Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518
Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we
will list your name in publications as a donor.

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous.
The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-proﬁt organization.
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Special Thanks
The Northcoast Environmental Center
would like to formally thank two
Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day Heros!
Special thanks to

Jill Duffy at Humboldt Waste Management Authority
and

Linda Wise at Recology

for swooping in and saving the day after a last minute dumpster snafu!
Without the above and beyond generous donations from these two
businesses, Coastal Cleanup Day participants would have to pay to
dispose of the waste they removed from our waterways.
This year, Recology donated eight of the 11 dumpsters allocated
for Zero Waste Coastal Cleanup Day, while Humboldt Area Waste
Management waived all of the dumping fees!
These donations allowed Humboldt County volunteers to remove as
much waste as possible, free of charge.

