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order to achieve their desired goal 
of quick approval. Be sure to voice 
your opinion at the appeal hearing 
in front of the Board of Supervisors 
on December 16, 9a.m. at the Adorni 
Center in Eureka.
Eureka’s Broadway Corridor Plan

We attended a public meeting in 
November about the City of Eureka 
taking another look at its Broadway 
Corridor. Th e Broadway Corridor has 
always been a problem for the City of 
Eureka, but the situation was made 
much worse when the City decided 
to allow unchecked development all 
along the corridor with no 

Editor/Layout: Morgan Corviday
Proofreaders: Kris Diamond, Rob DiPerna, 
Terra Freedman, Bella Waters, Chelsea Pullium. 

Authors: Larry Glass, Bella Waters, Jennifer Kalt, 
Dan Sealy, Colin Fiske, Felice Pace, Margaret Gainer, 
Casey Cruikshank, Tom Wheeler, Morgan Corviday, 
Jackee Riccio, Jon Queally, Felice Pace,  Ellen Taylor, 
Jackson Carrasco, Gayle Garman, Dave Imper

Cover:  Fall Chinook salmon in the Smith 
River. Photo: © Thomas Dunklin, used with 
permission. 

News From the Center

NEC Board Of Directors

EcoNews is the official bi-monthly 
publication of the  Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC), a 
non-profit organization.  Third class 
postage paid in Arcata. ISSN No. 
0885-7237.  EcoNews is mailed to 
our members and distributed free 
throughout the Northern California 
and Southern Oregon bioregion. The 
subscription rate is $50 per year. 

415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

707- 822-6918
www.yournec.org

The ideas and views expressed 
in EcoNews are not necessarily 

those of the NEC. 

To contact NEC Board Members, 
please write to board@yournec.org

President - Larry Glass, Safe Alternatives 
for our Forest Environment
Vice-President - Dan Sealy,  At-Large
Secretary - Jennifer Kalt, Humboldt 
Baykeeper
Treasurer - Chris Jenican Beresford, 
At-Large
Joan Tippets, Calfornia Native Plant Society
CJ Ralph, Redwood Region Audubon Society
Richard Kreis, Sierra Club, North Group
Alicia Hamann, Friends of the Eel River
Tom Wheeler, Environmental Protection 
Information Center
Margaret Gainer, At-Large

NEC Staff
Executive Director:
Larry Glass, larry@yournec.org
Administrative & Development Director: 
Bella Waters, bella@yournec.org
EcoNews Editor:
Morgan Corviday, morgan@yournec.org
Coastal Programs Coordinator: 
Casey Cruischank , casey@yournec.org
Admin. Assistant & Outreach Coordinator: 
Chelsea Pulliam, chelsea@yournec.org
Offi  ce Support: Tiff any Perez, 
tiff any@yournec.org
Bookkeeping Assistant: Anita Gilbride-Read, 
volunteer

Humboldt Baykeeper
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club, North Group, 
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon 
Society
www.rras.org

Friends of the Eel River
www.eelriver.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities www.transportationpriorities.org

NEC Member Groups

NEC Affiliate Members
Humboldt Baykeeper
Fiscally sponsored by the NEC

Director: 
Jennifer Kalt, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org 
Bay Tours Coordinator:  
Jasmin Segura, jasmin@humboldtbaykeeper.org

Larry Glass, Executive Director, 
and Bella Waters, Admin. & 

Development Director
 

Climate Crisis
Since the last issue of EcoNews 

was published, the climate crisis has 
become more real to many members 
of the public who normally remain 
oblivious about anything outside 
of their social circle. Th e economic 
impacts of the climate crisis have 
been brought into sharp focus by the 
PG&E power shutdowns across the 
state. Th e unnecessary shutdowns 
in Humboldt County, resulting 
from our connection to the bigger 
power grid in other aff ected areas, 
caused businesses to lose hundreds 
of thousands of dollars (in just one of 
the shutdowns), not to mention all of 
the money lost by individuals through 
lost wages, spoiled food, and being 
forced to pay top dollar for emergency 
supplies, if they could even be found. 
Doctors’ offi  ces were closed, resulting 
in expensive Emergency Room 
visits. And in some extreme cases, 
deaths were reported, a consequence 
of unpowered or malfunctioning 
medical devices. 

General Plan Lawsuit
Th e notorious pro-development 

and so-called property rights group 
HumCPR has sued the County of 
Humboldt over its General Plan 
CEQA (California Environmental 
Quality Act) document. Th ey accuse 
the County of several technical 
violations of CEQA and are asking 
that the document be vacated, set 
aside, and all activities under the 
CEQA document be suspended. Th is 
is a very peculiar situation because 
HumCPR’s former director, Estelle 
Fennel, is a Supervisor. Rex Bohn, an 
ardent HumCPR supporter, is also on 
the Board, along with Virginia Bass, 
who has always voted with them. So 
it seems strange to us that HumCPR 
would be suing what appears to be 
their friends and supporters. Th e 
situation begs the question, what’s 
really going on here? 
Fish Farm

As the hype about the Nordic Fish 
Farm Project seems to be gathering 
momentum, there are more questions 
about the potential environmental 
impacts of this unusual and fairly 
untested way of fi sh farming at this 
scale. Th e proponents would better 
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serve the community and 
themselves by answering all of 
the pertinent environmental 
questions ahead of time 
instead of trying to build 
public support before a clear 
picture emerges. 
Terra-Gen

Th e controversy around 
this project continues to grow. 
Despite attempts by Terra-
Gen and some in the media 
to promote division in the 
environmental community, 
few have taken the bait. Most 
see this as a fl awed project 
with a lofty goal. One of the main 
problems with the Terra-Gen Wind 
Farm is rather than providing an 
extensive opportunity to engage with 
the public, the project is seemingly 
being rushed through the process in 
order to maximize profi t potential. 
Many serious questions and issues 
were raised in comments submitted 
by the NEC and EPIC, as well as 
many others. Terra-Gen’s response 
to these and other substantial issues 
raised during the input period has 
been wholly inadequate. Th e fi nal 
document relies on false assumptions, 
missing data and even bad math in 
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    Letters to the Editor
Letters should be 300 words or less,  be 

relevant to  EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must include the 
writer’s address and phone number. 

Letters may be edited and shortened 
for space. The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (size, content, writing style, etc.).

Send to editor@yournec.org

News from the Center
Continued from prior page In This IssueThe NEC is looking for help with some 

projects!   We Need:
1 - a sidewalk sandwich board renovated (sand 

and paint)   2 - a display case made 
for our cigarette salmon   

Interested in helping? Contact us at 707-822-6918

Need gifts for the 
Holidays?

NEC merchandise and 
memberships make great gifts! 

We have a limited selection of t-shirts, 
hoodies, and hats in stock, so 

stop by the offi  ce to 
pick up yours today!
Call 707-822-6918  
for information, or 

just stop by!
415 I St (around 
the corner from 
Richard’s Goat) 

in Arcata. 
   www.yournec.org
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Need gifts for the 

NEC merchandise and 

Bouquets of gratitude 
to groups, businesses, and 

individuals  who deserve special thanks!
Bouquets to Greg Breams for designing 
and installing new shelves at the NEC offi  ce! 
Thanks for helping us get organized after 
three years in this space!
Bouquets to the Garden Gate for hosting 
NEC and supplying the wine during 
December’s Arts Arcata!
Bouquets to Humboldt Bay Social Club, 
Requa Inn,  Blue Lake Casino,  Benbow 
Historic Inn, Lady Anne Victorian Inn, 
511 Restaurant, and Cafe Mokka/Finnish 
Country Sauna & Tubs for their donations 
to our Winter Vacation Raffl  e!
Bouquets of eternal gratitude to Tiff any 
Perez, our amazing Work Study student 
for the past two and a half years. Your 
dedication and enthusiasm 
for any task, be it helping 
at events to the bulk 
mailing of EcoNews will 
be very missed! We wish 
you well on your next 
adventure.  

Rob DiPerna
How long have you been volunteering 
with NEC? I believe I’ve been volunteering with 
NEC for about a year, mostly helping with the 
production of EcoNews.
What inspired you to volunteer? I was inspired to 
volunteer at NEC because I have a skill and saw a 
need; I believe strongly in the doing of good deeds, 
and in fi lling gaps and holes where I can simply 
because it is a good and right thing to do.
Words for future volunteers? For future volunteers, 
I would say that the greatest rewards come from giving 
and doing, simply for the sake of giving and doing 
and not expecting anything in return. Our society 
has lost its lust for service and philanthropy in favor 
of a society based on being served, self-advancement, 
and entitled consumption. If we are ever going to 
turn things around, we must get back to prioritizing 
the greater good over our individual agendas 
and gains.

Volunteer  SpotlightVolunteer  Spotlight

Th is was something that the NEC had warned 
the City about back in the 1980s. Now the City is 
bringing out many of the old plans and studies that 
were done in the past, apparently hoping to receive 
grant money to look at one or more of the old, 
discarded plans again. Included in this toxic mix 
of old plans is the zombie-like Waterfront Drive 
extension that the NEC and many other groups have 
killed several times through the years.  
Winter Vacation Raffle

Win a vacation—enter our Winter Vacation Raffl  e! 
Prizes include two night stays at Requa Inn, Humboldt 
Bay Social Club, Blue Lake Casino, plus other great prizes. 
Check the back page of this issue for more information 
and how to purchase $10 tickets. Raffl  e winners will 
be announced at our January 23 Open House. 
Best of Luck Tiffany!

We would like to publically give our heartfelt 
thanks to our dedicated Work Study student Tiff any 
Perez, for all her enthusiasm, creativity, dedication 
to detail and streamlining of our membership 
program during the past two years. Tiff any will be 
graduating from HSU this December and looking 
for opportunities to utilize her skills in other 
conservation eff orts. 
Wine Pour

We’ll be pouring wine at Garden Gate December 13 
so stop by to say hi and purchase raffl  e tickets! Many 
thanks to Garden Gate for their continued support. 
Open House - January 23

Be sure to stop by the NEC offi  ce from 5-7 p.m. 
on Th ursday, January 23, for some light appetizers, 
drinks, and comradery. We’ll talk about our 2020 
tasks and upcoming projects.

for the past two and a half years. Your 
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Year in Review

Top, above: NEC staff , volunteers, and guests enjoyed the photo 
booth at our annual Spaghetti Dinner Fun(d)Raiser in the Spring. 
Above: The annual All Species Parade, led by the NEC, takes place 
during the North Country Fair each September. Above, right: 
NEC staff  and interns tabling at Mad River Brewery for a Pints 
for Non-Profi ts event. Right, below: (clockwise from upper left) 
EcoNews Report hosts Jennifer Kalt, Larry Glass, Tom Wheeler, 
and Scott Greacen with recording engineer Fred McLaughlin.

Bella Waters and Dan Sealy

This Year’s Accomplishments
2019 was another successful and 

challenging year at the NEC! Th e following 
list features some of the many issues and 

events we worked on or were involved with. 
• Congressman Jared Huff man and Senator 

Kamala Harris reintroduced the Northwest 
California Wilderness, Recreation, and 
Working Forest Act in Congress, which 
members of the NEC have been working on 
for over six years.

• Mercer-Fraser removed its application 
for an asphalt batch plant near the Humboldt/
Trinity county line and near the community 
of Dinsmore, along the Van Duzen River. Th e 
NEC opposed this application.

• Th e NEC joined the Advisory Committee 
for the CROP (Cannabis Removal on Public 
Lands) Project which is focused on bringing 
awareness of trespass grows on public lands.

• After the drastic changes at KHSU, the 
EcoNews Report was resurrected with a new 
talk show format on KHUM, broadcasting 
every Saturday at 10 a.m.

• Completed the Fifth Annual Tim McKay 
Birdathon, sharing proceeds with Redwood 
Region Audubon Society.

• Held four successful beach cleanups, 
including the revamped Zero Waste Coastal 
Cleanup Day. Th ese events removed over two 
tons of trash from our beautiful beaches.

• Welcomed a great batch of enthusiastic 
interns who help in all aspects of the NEC: 
Ryan Call (EcoNews Archive), Jackson 
Carrasco (Zero Waste), Blake Fulgham 
(Coastal Cleanup), Jacqueline Holmes (Zero 
Waste), Kaylin Jebaili (EcoNews Archive), 
Reanne Lopez (Special Projects), Ivy 
Munnerlyn (Coastal Programs), Grace Oliva 
(Special Projects), Collin Slavey (EcoNews), 
Marina Storey (Coastal Cleanup), Haley 
Walker (Environmental Education), and 
Terrika Zimmerman (Legislative Analyst).   

• Held three exciting community building 
fundraisers to help strengthen the NEC’s 
fi nancial base for continuing our important 
programs and educational outreach.

• Collaborated with Friends of the Dunes 
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Year in Review
2019

to bring the Climate 
Action Roadshow 
to Humboldt and 
with Surfrider 
Humboldt to bring 
Hands Across the 
Sands—a global, 
silent solidarity 
event to say no to fossil fuels and yes to 
renewable energy—to Moonstone Beach.

• Presented environmental education 
at numerous events, including Godwit 
Days, Party for the Planet, Redwood 
Environmental Education Fair, Take A 
Child Outside Day, and Zero Waste Day.

• Published another six environmentally 
focused, informative, eye-catching issues 
of EcoNews for our members and the 
Northern California and Southern Oregon 
communities.

• With our Adopt-a-Block participants, 
removed 14,454 cigarette butts from the 
streets of Arcata and Eureka, preventing 
their contamination of Humboldt Bay.

• Finalized the California State Regional 
Water Board’s Site Cleanup Subaccount 
Program (SCAP) that will result in the 
NEC’s 9th Street property being fully remediated. 

• Partnered with Arts & Drafts in Eureka 
to bring fi ve free upcycling workshops to 
the community, along with education on the 
importance of reducing and reusing materials.

• Banded together with Richard’s Goat and the 
MiniPlex to present ANTHROPOCENE during 
Climate Week, and six additional showings the 
following week.

• Hosted a presentation of the North Coast 
Otters Public Arts Initiative, a citizen science 
project about local otter populations and 
sponsored a public art otter for the project, which 
will launch in 2020.

• Became the facilitator for the Zero Waste 
Lending Library, allowing nonprofi ts and local 
government agencies to borrow tablecloths and 
linens for free, helping to reduce event waste.

• Was selected as one of the North Coast 
Co-op’s Seeds of Change participants. Watch 
for us at the Co-op in April & be sure to round 
up your total at the register to support our vital 
coastal programs.

Supported these state bills: 
• SB 54 Single-Use Packaging and Products and AB 

1080 Th e California Circular Economy and Plastic 
Pollution Reduction Act. Th ese bills would ensure 
California is on the forefront of reducing pollution 
from plastic packaging and products. Th ey would 
set goals to reduce waste from single-use products 
and packaging and ensure the remaining items are 
eff ectively recycled and establish a comprehensive 
framework to address the pollution and waste crisis.

• SB 424—the Tobacco Product Recyclability 
and Producer Responsibility Act. Th e bill bans sale 
of single-use tobacco products, including single-
use fi lters, single-use plastic devices needed for 
manipulation of tobacco products, and single-use 
electronic cigarettes.  
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Other Important Highlights
• Submitted letter of support for the Karuk Tribe’s 

petition to the California Fish & Game Commission 
to protect Klamath-Trinity spring-run Chinook 
salmon under the California Endangered Species Act.

• Commented on the Board of Forestry and 
Fire Protection’s California Vegetation Treatment 
Environmental Impact Report, supporting all 
treatment activities with the exception of chemical 
herbicides for purposes of fuel reductions.

• Commented on the proposed rule to list the 
Pacifi c fi sher in Washington, Oregon and California 
as a threatened species under the Endangered 
Species Act.

• Affi  rmed our support for the Great Redwood Trail 
and dissolving the North Coast Railroad Authority.

• Submitted public comments to FERC strongly 
opposing the Jordan Cove Liquefi ed Natural Gas 
(LNG) and Pacifi c Connector Pipeline project.

• Submitted public comments to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Services supporting the proposed rule to 
establish an experimental population of the California 
condor in the Pacifi c Northwest.

• In partnership with EPIC, submitted comments 
to Humboldt County Director regarding the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report for the Humboldt 
Wind Energy Project.

• Submitted comments to the California 
Transportation Commission opposing the allocation 
of $775,000 for the STIP US 101/Trinidad Area 
Access Improvements Projects (PPNO 2515) in 
Humboldt County.

• Submitted comments to the California Coastal 
Commission encouraging the Commission to 
consider the Commission’s own concerns regarding 
the Trinidad Rancheria’s Hotel Project, as well as 
public comments, and deny the proposal for the 
Trinidad Rancheria’s Hotel.

Invest 
in the Future
Invest 
in the Future

or join our Monthly   
  Giving Program

For more information, 
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

For more information,
call the NEC at 707-822-6918
or email nec@yournec.org
www.yournec.org/donate

Become a Member, 
  Donate, Volunteer,

• Signed on to comments to the US EPA expressing 
our strong and unifi ed opposition to the proposed 
revised methods for national level Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) assessment process for biological 
evaluations of pesticides.

• Urged our Representatives to vote YES for H.R. 
1146 and support the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

• In collaboration with EPIC, CNPS, RRAS, 350 
Humboldt, and Redwood Chapter of the Sierra Club, 
submitted a coalition letter regarding the proposed 
Terra-Gen wind project to Humboldt County 
Planning Director.

• Submitted a letter to the U.S. Forest Service 
supporting its Tangle Blue Trail realignment project, 
which will move popular trail activity away from 
sensitive habitat.

All of these accomplishments and projects 
wouldn’t be possible without your support, so 
thank you! Please consider donating, renewing your 
membership, or gifting an NEC membership in the 
coming year to help us continue our important work!

www.yournec.org
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deep human connections, he introduced the Salmon 
Focused Investments in Sustainable Habitats, or FISH 
Act (HR 4723).  Th e Act would direct federal agencies 
to identify important wild salmon spawning areas 
and engage in restoration activities in those river 
watersheds. Th e bill also directs agencies to include 
plans for restoration and protection for the identifi ed 
federal lands and waters where these sanctuaries exist. 

Congressman Huff man looked to the Smith River 
Alliance and the Wild Salmon Center in Oregon for 
protection strategies. Guido Rahr, President and 
CEO of the Center, is internationally renowned for 
promoting the concept of salmon strongholds. As the 
Center website states, “Th e term ‘stronghold’ refers 
to a watershed, multiple watersheds, or other defi ned 

Dan Sealy
As salmon populations dwindle perilously due 

to habitat destruction, changing ocean conditions, 
climate change, and overfi shing of some species, it is 
somewhat miraculous that there are still rivers that 
provide sanctuary for wild salmon populations. Many 
of the rivers in northern California and southern 
Oregon have been dammed and diverted for water 
and energy. Th ey have also been deforested—raising 
the water temperatures and choking streams and 
rivers with large amounts of sediment and debris.  It 
is encouraging to discover 
wild rivers and streams 
where deep pools harbor 
beautiful concentrations of 
wild salmon that embody 
native genetic diversity 
and adaptability.

Th e Smith River 
fl ows from south-central 
Oregon through Del Norte 
County, California, to the 
Pacifi c Coast north of 
Crescent City. Th e Smith 
River Alliance (SRA)  has 
been “Protecting land and 
water, restoring habitat, 
and stewarding the Smith 
River,” for over three 
decades. Th e Smith River 
harbors many species of 
native fi sh including coho 
and Chinook salmon, 
steelhead trout along with 
California’s most robust 
population of cutthroat 
trout. Th e deep, emerald 
blue-green pools of the 
Smith River are famous for their beauty as well as 
their importance in providing a refuge for fi sh. Grant 
Werschkull, Executive Director of the SRA, says “We 
consider the salmon a barometer or totem of the 
success of restoration work.” 

California’s 2nd Congressional District 
representative, Jared Huff man, knows fi rst-hand the 
beauty of these wild creatures. He and his family spend 
time on these rivers. Huff man also appreciates the 
deep connections between the people of the Pacifi c 
Northwest and these ancient fi sh. Native American 
tribes of the Pacifi c Northwest are tied economically 
and spiritually to these fi sh and the lands and waters 
that provide salmon sanctuary.  In recognition of 
the beauty and importance of salmon and these 

areas where wild salmon populations are strong and 
diverse, and habitats are highly functioning and intact 
(free of hydroelectric dams, hard-rock mines, and 
other damaging development). Salmon strongholds 
represent watersheds that have high salmon and 
steelhead productivity, and genetic diversity, as well 
as outstanding habitat important to sustaining these 
wild Pacifi c salmon species.” 

Werschkull agrees: “We are fortunate here on 
the North Coast to be home to multiple salmon 
stronghold rivers. Investing in these stronghold 
rivers should be a top priority. Strong runs of salmon 

are good for our coastal 
communities, tribes, and 
they are a critical source of 
jobs and food. What could 
be better? Stronghold rivers 
are nature’s restoration 
engine. Th ese rivers are the 
source of wild salmon to 
repopulate impaired rivers 
and streams following 
dam removal and habitat 
restoration.”

Congressman Huff man 
sees the importance of these 
stronghold watersheds. 
“Under the Salmon FISH 
Act, watersheds across the 
West that support thriving 
salmon runs, like the Smith 
River in California’s second 
congressional district, 
will receive the support 
they need through new 
protections and funding 
to restore and maintain 
salmon abundance. 
Healthy salmon watersheds 

bring ecological and economic benefi ts, and they 
have deep importance to the tribes who have relied 
on salmon since time immemorial. My bill’s approach 
of protecting the thriving salmon rivers that still exist 
will increase the resiliency of salmon populations and 
keep good habitat intact. Th at will benefi t everyone 
who depends on salmon for their income, culture, 
recreation, and more—including the tribes and 
fi shermen along California’s north coast.”

Scott Greacen, of the Friends of the Eel River 
in Arcata, California, understands the value of this 
strategy. “Friends of the Eel River supports the FISH 
Act. Th is bill will support salmon and steelhead 
protection and recovery by identifying and helping 
to restore key salmon... Continued on page 19

Salmon Stronghold Refuge, Safe Harbor, Sanctuary

Photo:  © Thomas Dunklin.

“The term  ‘stronghold’ refers to a watershed, 
multiple watersheds, or other defi ned areas 
where wild salmon populations are strong and 
diverse, and habitats are highly functioning 
and intact (free of hydroelectric dams, hard-
rock mines, and other damaging development). 
Salmon strongholds represent watersheds that 
have high salmon and steelhead productivity, 
and genetic diversity, as well as outstanding 
habitat important to sustaining these wild 
Pacifi c salmon species.” – Wild Salmon Center
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CROP: Cannabis Removal on Public Lands Project

Jackee Riccio
Empty  p es t ic ide 

containers ,  p i les  of 
trash, and thousands of 
feet of black poly-line—
these describe a recently 
eradicated trespass grow 
in the nearby Shasta-
Trinity National Forest. 
In September of this year, 
the Cannabis Removal 
on Public Lands Project 
(CROP) organized a visit 
to this site where various 
media outlets, including 
National Public Radio and 
Th e Atlantic Magazine, 
came to learn about 
trespass grows fi rsthand. 

Led by the Forest 
Service and the Blue Lake 
based Integral Ecology 
Research Center (IERC), 
CROP and its guests 
traversed down a steep 
hillside off  a Forest Service 
road and made their way 
into the fi rst of the grow 
site’s six plots. Th e fi rst plot had a sleeping and food 
processing area and a cleared planting area with a 
couple hundred planting holes that each contained a 
handful of plants. Th e next plot contained a makeshift 
shelter, and a large planting area. Further down the 
ravine, they arrived at 
the largest plot—a large 
terraced area, with trees 
cut out of the way to let in 
more sun, and numerous 
lines of black poly-tubing 
meandering through the 
site. Collectively, these 
trespass grow sites divert 
an estimated nine billion 
gallons of water annually—
the yearly water budget 
for Redding. Some of the 
lines at this grow were 
still operational, never 
removed from their source 
streams. While a typical 
site, the infrastructure and 
organization of the site was 

Continued on page 22
Above: A trespass grow camp full of trash in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Regional Field Director of CROP, Jackee Riccio, stands 
in black in the background. Below: An empty container of Bait Block, a second generation anti-coagulant rodenticide, found at a 
trespass grow site in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Photos submitted by Jackee Riccio. 

CROP and Media visit a trespass grow site near Shasta-Trinity National Forest

Every Saturday 
10:30am on KHUM 104.3FM 

Links for later listening will be posted to 
the Lost Coast Outpost at 

www.lostcoastoutpost.com, 
and on our website: 

www.yournec.org/econews-report

Featuring hosts Jennifer Kalt (Humboldt Baykeeper), Tom 
Wheeler (Environmental Protection Information Center), Larry 

Glass (Northcoast Environmental Center) and Scott Greacen 
(Friends of the Eel River) in a roundtable discussion format!

The EcoNews Report 
Returns to the Airwaves!

The EcoNews Report 

playing trespass grow 
whack-a-mole, it’s critical 
that there is regular 
USFS law enforcement 
presence to deter the 
activation of new sites, 
while reclamation teams 
clean-up the backlog 
of existing sites. 

Many dangerous 
p est ic ides  found at 
t re s p a s s  g ro w s  a re 
EPA-banned, such as 
carbofuran—a liter was 
found at this site—and 
sarin-based malathion. 
Referring to carbofuran, “A 
quarter of a teaspoon can 
kill a 600-lb black bear. So, 
only a tiny amount will kill 
a human,” says Dr. Greta 
Wengert, co-director 
of IERC. “It remains in 
an ecosystem for a long 
period of time.” 

While only restricted 
in California, second-

robust for such rugged terrain. 
Th ere are thousands of trespass grows like this 

throughout nearly all of California’s National Forests. 
While most trespass grows are in National Forests, other 
public lands including National Parks, BLM lands, and 

State Parks also contain 
trespass grows. While 
recreation in National 
Forests has increased 
over the past decade, 
budget cuts have reduced 
Forest Service presence 
in the forests and the 
ability to properly patrol 
them. For example, the 
Shasta-Trinity National 
Forest is 2.2 million acres, 
and yet only six Forest 
Service Law Enforcement 
offi  cers patrol its entirety. 
Reclamation of the sites 
is only one aspect of 
removing them from our 
public lands. To avoid 
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Tom Wheeler, Executive Director
In November, EPIC submitted a rulemaking 

petition to the California Fish and Game Commission 
to re-write the trapping rules for beavers, giving 
California’s beavers (and the countless species that 
benefi t from their presence) more protections against 
thoughtless killing.

Th e North American beaver (Castor canadensis) is 
native to California. Accordingly, the fl ora and fauna of 
the state have co-evolved with the beaver, developing 
unique and complex interwoven relationships. Beavers, 
however, are currently missing from much of their 
historic range and the eff ects of their absence are felt 
by the species that co-evolved with beavers. 

Beavers create freshwater habitats used by a 
variety of wildlife, including fi sh, birds, and other 
mammals. Th eir dams fi lter stream water, improve 
water quality, raise the water table, increase water 
storage, and repair eroded riparian areas. In short, 
beavers are nature’s engineers, forming good aquatic 
habitat for many species.  

EPIC’s rulemaking petition does two primary 
things. First, it prohibits lethal removal of beavers 
or destroying beaver dams if that would result in 
the taking of a federally-protected species under 
the Endangered Species Act. Th is is not a change in 
the law—you are still prohibited under federal law 
from harming a listed species—but the rulemaking 
petition would codify this federal rule under state 
regs, making implementation and enforcement by state 
agencies more likely. 

Secondly, the rule change would tighten regulations 
to prevent needless beaver deaths. In some regions 
of the state, beavers are regarded as a pest—they clog 
agricultural ditches, fl ood fi elds, and gnaw down trees. 
Currently, California’s lax regulations mean that these 
beavers are killed without much concern. 

With a simple application, beavers can be “removed,” 
even when there are ways to remove the harm to 
humans but save the beavers. (Anti-clog devices can 
keep culverts clear, fl ow control devices can stop 
problem fl ooding, and wire-wrapping trees can stop 
beaver damage.) Under the current rules, a landowner 
is under no obligation to try non-lethal methods of 
dealing with the problem.

Th e changes proposed are part of EPIC’s larger 
campaign aimed at changing the legal landscape to 
facilitate beaver restoration throughout the state. 
Earlier this year, EPIC successfully forced the federal 
wildlife-killing agency (misleadingly called “Wildlife 

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep cep c

A North American beaver 
(Castor canadensis) munches 
on a branch. Photo: Grand 
Teton National Park Service. 

In September, Rob DiPerna, EPIC’s long-time 
private forestry reform advocate, retired from 
EPIC. For over ten years, Rob DiPerna lent his big, 

beautiful brain to EPIC—and we were successful 
because of it. Rob has a knack for remembering 
the smallest details even decades later. (A typical 
conversation. Me: Hey Rob, do you remember anything 
about demographic performance standards in the 

PALCO HCP? Rob: Well, on page 4 on the top 
right it says….”) Th e offi  ce was way more fun with 
his presence. Rob was always full of Rob-isms, his 
favorite sayings, typically drawn from the pop 
culture references of his youth. 

Rob served two terms of duty at EPIC, fi rst 
in the early 2000’s and again for the past decade. 
In that time, he became California’s preeminent 
expert on the Forest Practice Act and Rules, helping 
individuals and groups across the state understand 
the law and their opportunities to shape it. At 
EPIC, he was a walking-talking encyclopedia of 
all forest-related topics. He was a prolifi c writer 
and committed activist. He earned the respect of 
individuals of all stripes—from timber industry 
bosses to EarthFirst! treesitters to government 
bureaucrats—because of his expertise and his 
professionalism.

Rob is irreplaceable because he is so wonderfully 
unique. No one can match his subject matter 
knowledge or his kindness as a friend. We will 
miss him in the offi  ce, but are glad to know that 
we will likely run into him in the forest. Congrats 
on your retirement, Rob, and happy trails from 
everyone at EPIC. 

Services”) to stop killing 
beavers that might impact 
endangered species . 
Now, we are tackling 
trapping permits. 

In the future, EPIC 
will take on rules that 
make beaver relocation 
prohibitively costly. In our 
eff orts, we are joined by 
a whole squad of beaver 
believers, including the 
Northcoast Environmental 
Center and the Friends of 
Del Norte. 

Th ank You Rob!

Bring Back our Beavers!
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‘Everything Is Not Fine’: Nobel 
Economist Calls on Humanity to End 

Obsession With GDP
MailboxMailbox

“It should be clear that, in spite of the increases in GDP, in spite of the 2008 crisis being well behind us, everything is not fi ne,” 
writes economist Joseph Stiglitz, who won the Nobel Prize for Economics in 2001. Photo: Local Future Project.

Jon Queally
This article was originally published online at 

CommonDreams.org

Nobel Prize winning economist Joseph Stiglitz 
is warning the world that unless the obsession many 
world leaders have with gross domestic product (GDP) 
comes to end, there will be little chance of adequately 
fighting back against the triple-threat of climate 
destruction, the scourge of fi nancial inequality, and the 
crises of democracy now being felt around the globe.

In an op-ed published Sunday in the Guardian, 
Stiglitz says that these interrelated crises of 
environmental degradation and human suff ering 
have solidifi ed in his mind the idea that  “something is 
fundamentally wrong with the way we assess economic 
performance and social progress.”

Defi ning GDP as “the sum of the value of goods 
and services produced within a country over a given 
period,” Stiglitz points to the fi nancial crash of 2008—
and the so-called “recovery” which has taken place in 
the decade since—as evidence that the widely-used 
measurement is not up to the task of providing an 
accurate assessment of the economy, let alone the 
state of the world or the people living in it.

“It should be clear that, in spite of the increases 
in GDP, in spite of the 2008 crisis being well behind 
us, everything is not fi ne,” writes Stiglitz. “We see 
this in the political discontent rippling through so 
many advanced countries; we see it in the widespread 
support of demagogues, whose successes depend on 
exploiting economic discontent; and we see it in the 

environment around us, where fi res rage and fl oods 
and droughts occur at ever-increasing intervals.”

A central argument of his new book—co-authored 
by fellow economists Jean-Paul Fitoussi and Martine 
Durand and titled “Measuring What Counts: Th e 
Global Movement for Well-Being”—Stiglitz says that 
studying the last ten years of the global economy has 
showed him with increasing clarity why governments 
“can and should go well beyond GDP,” especially with 
the climate crisis knocking down the planet’s door. 

He writes: If our economy seems to be growing 
but that growth is not sustainable because we are 
destroying the environment and using up scarce 
natural resources, our statistics should warn us. 
But because GDP didn’t include resource depletion 
and environmental degradation, we typically get an 
excessively rosy picture.

Th ese concerns have now been brought to the 
fore with the climate crisis. It has been three decades 
since the threat of climate change was fi rst widely 
recognized, and matters have grown worse faster 
than initially expected. Th ere have been more extreme 
events, greater melting of glaciers and greater natural 
habitat destruction.

Everything is not fi ne, Stiglitz argues, but says 
economists have been working hard on providing 
new ways to measure economic health. Embraced 
more broadly, new economic measures that include 
accounting for human happiness and environmental 
well-being could help change the course of humanity.

As he notes in the op-ed, “If we measure the 
wrong thing, we will do the wrong thing.”

If we measure the wrong thing, we will do the wrong thing.

Letter from the Editor
Morgan Corviday, EcoNews Editor

Th is issue marks the end of my eighth year as 
EcoNews Editor for the Northcoast Environmental 
Center. Th is work has been immensely satisfying over 
the years, suiting both my ecological conscience and 
my particular skills, and I have been grateful to have 
had the opportunity to be able to do this as long as I 
have. While I had every intention to continuing to do 
this work for a long while yet, I sadly must announce 
that this issue is my last.

I’ve been a fan of the NEC since I moved to this 
region nearly 20 years ago. I interned with the NEC at 
the 9th Street location in 2000, and fondly remember 
seeing Tim McKay diligently at work in his offi  ce, and 
the incredible library of articles, books, and news 
clippings covering a range of environmental topics 
that provided a valuable research resource in the days 
before the internet became ubiquitous. Th e NEC's 
news library inspired my passion for environmental 
news and archiving, and I was thrilled to later become 
the EcoNews Editor in early 2011. 

Much has changed on the North Coast in the years 
since, but much has also remained the same. Industry 
and development continue to threaten the integrity of 
our local resources, water, landscapes, and ecosystems. 
We must remain vigilant and keep a watchful eye on 
those who would damage our environment for the 
sake of profi t. Keeping the public informed about these 
various issues will continue to be of utmost importance. 

Th is region has been home to some incredible and 
inspiring activism and actions over the years, thanks 
to our engaged citizens and diligent non-profits, 
and it is my hope that we continue to meet coming 
challenges in ways that will protect as much of our 
precious resources—including our water, wildlife, and 
wildlands as well as human infrastructure needs—as 
is possible. Future generations of humans and critters 
alike are depending on us to make smart, educated 
decisions. Environmental news is crucial to those ends. 

I would like to extend my gratitude to  all those who 
have complimented my work on EcoNews, provided 
feedback, contributed content, and supported the 
publication over the years. THANK YOU! 

Th e only constant is change, as they say, and the 
times are defi nitely changing—both in my life and in 
the world. Only time will tell what comes next.

The NEC extends our thanks to 

Solutions
for their support of EcoNews 

all these years! 
We look forward to the eventual 

reopening of the store!
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Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor conference 
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka.  The 
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation 
issues, begins at 6:45 p.m.. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When a 
new person comes to us with an environmental issue or 
concern, we often place them fi rst or early on the agenda.

Felice Pace
North Group Water Chair

Located near the middle of the Klamath River 
Basin, the Scott River watershed once hosted 
large runs of spring and fall Chinook salmon. 
With its small streams and beaver dams, the 
Scott River Valley was also the Klamath River 
Basin’s number one watershed for coho salmon. 
However, unregulated and excessive irrigation 
water diversion, combined with the unregulated 
extraction of groundwater for irrigation, drove 
spring Chinook to local extinction back in the 
late 70s. Scott River Basin irrigation and stream 
dewatering is also a major reason Klamath River 
coho are listed as “threatened” pursuant to state 
and federal endangered species laws. Now, as a 
result of another dry fall, combined with continued 
unregulated irrigation, even the fall-run Chinook are 
being driven toward extinction. 

Th is fall, Scott River fl ows have been too low to 
allow passage into and through most of the Scott River. 
As a result, Chinook salmon were not able to make 
it to their natal spawning grounds in and above Scott 
Valley. Once exceedingly rare, low fl ow barriers blocking 
access to the best and most extensive spawning grounds 
have become a nearly yearly occurrence on the Scott. 
Yet a number of ranches continue to irrigate pastures. 

Irrigation in the Scott River Valley is taking place 
after irrigation is supposed to have ended as specifi ed in 
the Scott River Basin’s three water rights adjudications. 
Furthermore, the illegal, out-of-season irrigation is 
going on in plain sight and in spite of Public Trust 
Water Rights Complaints about the practice, which I 
have fi led as a Scott River Basin small landowner with 
the State Water Board’s Water Rights Division every 
fall beginning in 2013.   

State action is needed now more than ever because 
climate change is also negatively impacting water 
supplies. Th e right to specifi c water fl ows for fi sh 
in Scott River is not met during longer and longer 
periods each year, including the salmon migration 

Out-of-season pasture irrigation, Tozier Ranch, Shakleford Creek Watershed, 
Scott River Valley, November 13, 2019. Photo: Felice Pace.

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  CHAPTER

NORTH  GROUP
REDWOOD  REDWOOD  R CHAPTER

and spawning periods, and even in years of “above 
average” precipitation and snow pack. And, due to 
technicalities in the Scott River Water Rights Decrees, 
most irrigation in the Scott River Basin is now not 
subject to watermaster service (watermasters make 
sure stream diversions don’t remove water in excess 
of each diverter’s water right).  

Securing Scott  River Flow Rights 
Unlike most other California streams, the Scott 

River has a court adjudicated right to specifi c river 
fl ows for fi sh year-round. However, beginning in 1977, 
groundwater extraction for irrigation mushroomed, 
as well as illegal pasture irrigation in the fall.

Scott River fl ow rights are held by the U.S. Forest 
Service (FS); but FS offi  cials have taken no action to 
secure those rights, allowing irrigators above to dewater 
the Scott River and key tributaries with impunity. 
Even when watermaster service was ended in most of 
Scott Valley, Forest Service managers of the Klamath 
National Forest took no action to demand the service 
in order to make sure water theft is not negating the 
public’s fl ow right for fi sh.

Watermasters make sure irrigators are not 
diverting in excess of their water rights; the absence 
of watermaster service in much of the Scott River 
Basin means that even more water theft can take place, 
further damaging the fl ows needed for salmon and 
the stream ecosystems on which the salmon depend.  

Forest Service managers of the Klamath National 
Forest have an obligation to demand watermaster 
service for that purpose. Because all Californians have 
a Public Trust interest in surface water state-wide, you 
have the power to help end Scott River dewatering. 
See the box on this page for information on how you 
can help. 

Illegal Pasture Irrigation in Scott  River Basin Driving Klamath Salmon Extinct

Take Action Now for a 
Living Scott River

• Tell Klamath National Forest Supervisor 
Patricia Grantham to do her duty by demanding 
that the Department of Water Resources provide 
watermaster service for all stream diversion 
above the USGS Scott River fl ow gauge where 
the Forest Service right to Scott River fl ows for 
fi sh is measured:

Patricia A. Grantham, Forest Supervisor 
Klamath National Forest 
1711 South Main Street, Yreka, CA 96097
pagrantham@fs.fed.us

• Tell the State Water Resources Control 
Board’s top Public Trust offi  cial that, in order to 
protect the Public Trust, Public Trust Resources 
and the river fl ows needed to sustain those 
resources, including C-ESA Listed coho salmon, 
and in light of the current absence of watermaster 
service and the documented diversion of water 
in excess of water rights, they should conduct 
year-around surveillance of all surface water 
diversions in the Scott River Valley, especially 
at times of year when the Forest Service right 
to fl ows for fi sh in Scott River is not being met:

Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director
Division of Water Rights
State Water Resources Control Board
Sacramento, CA 95814
Erik.Ekdahl@waterboards.ca.gov

Th e River’s Need
The Scott River and its salmon are being 

progressively destroyed by unregulated surface 
water diversions in excess of water rights and 
unregulated groundwater extraction, all for 
irrigation. Maybe this year the State Water Board 
will fi nally take action to at least end the illegal 
irrigation and secure watermaster service. Or 
perhaps the groundwater management plan due in 
2022 will fi nally begin to restore the fl ows needed 
to sustain a living Scott River. In order to stop the 
destruction, I have come to believe a tribe, fi shing 
or environmental group with muscle and lawyers 
will need to break open and fi x the Scott River 
Water Adjudications. Th e sooner that happens, 
the better.  
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Casey Cruikshank, Coastal Programs Coordinator
In 2018, the NEC organized a team and participated 

in the Friends of the Dunes’ Sand Sculpture Festival. 
Th e team brainstormed together to fi gure out what 
sculpture would best represent the plight of the ocean 
and spread a message. We chose to sculpt a humpback 
whale that was entangled in crab pot line and buoys. 
Fast forward to October 2019 and we’ve witnessed 
a tragedy that almost exactly mirrors the whale that 
was sculpted in 2018. 

On October 23, a humpback washed ashore at 
Samoa Beach entangled in crabbing line and buoys and 
struggling for survival. More than 24 hours later, in 
order to end undue suff ering, the whale was euthanized. 
Many of us in this community were hit hard by this loss. 
As a coastal cleanup enthusiast, it was extremely hard 
not to feel completely helpless about this unnecessary 
death. My mind races back to all of the crab lines my 
volunteers and I have found over the years, how I wish 
I could be out in the water gathering the loose lines 
before the entanglement happens. But in reality, we’re 
playing a waiting game hoping that it washes ashore 
and we can remove it before creatures get entangled. 

As environmentalists, we need to fi nd ways to 
combat the helplessness. Change does not grow in 
doom and gloom, change grows in positivity and 
perseverance. I took action to combat the hopeless 
feeling. First, I headed out to do a beach clean,  because 
no matter how big or small, any eff ort makes a tangible 
diff erence to the environment when you clean an 
outdoor space. Th e second thing that I did was to 
research and make sure that I had all my facts straight 
about whale entanglements. 

In 2018, 46 whales were confi rmed to be stranded 
from entanglement—an increase from 31 confi rmed 
in 2017 according to a study done by the National 
Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Smaller 
marine mammals have a much higher survival rate, as 
strandings of larger cetaceans often result in death due 
to dehydration, collapsing under their own weight, or 

Casey's Coastal Column 
Whale Entanglements on the Rise due to Marine Debris

drowning from sand or water covering their blowhole. 
If you encounter an entangled animal on a beach, 
take note of your surroundings to help identify the 
animal’s location and contact the HSU Marine Mammal 
Stranding Hotline at 707-826-3650. 

If you’re a local fisherman or participate in 
recreational fi shing, never leave fi shing gear or trash 
behind. Please also check out the California Dungeness 
Crab Fishing 2016-17 Best Practices Guide to Minimize 
Whale Entanglement Risk, which can be found online. If 
you’re not a fi sherman, always remember that you vote 
with your dollar. If the high number of entanglements 
and abandoned mariculture debris concerns you, 
consider eliminating seafood from your diet. 

It is more important than ever before to participate 
in local cleanup eff orts. When the male grey whale 
washed up just two weeks after the humpback, I visited 
Agate beach to pay my respects and cleanup around 
him. While there, my friend and I stumbled upon a 
loose crab pot line, just like the one that caused the 
tragedy out at Samoa. Any local beach cleaner will tell 
you that these lines are found all the time. While the 
grey whale’s death wasn’t caused by entanglement, 
it fi ts in with the trend of emaciated grey whales 
washing ashore up and down the entire Pacifi c coast. 
Finding another crab line so close to the time when 
the Humpback washed ashore really made it apparent 
how important it is to hit the beaches harder and 
clean more.

Th e NEC has sustaining Coastal Programs that 
make it easy for locals to participate in our cleanups 
and host their own. We were recently awarded a grant 
that will allow us to revamp our programs to access 
more of the community and host more regular cleanups. 
If you are interested in participating in a cleanup or 
want to learn more about hosting a cleanup of your 
own, please visit yournec.org or contact me at casey@
yournec.org. In times like these it’s important to 
remember to stay positive and put our energy toward 
actions that will make a diff erence!

Tale of the Plastic Whale, NEC team sand sculpture showing an entangled whale, 2018.  Photo: Megan Bunday.

A Gift Membership 
to the NEC 

includes a full 
year of EcoNews— 

delivered right 
to your friend or 
family member’s 

mailbox!
Now more than ever, 

we need to stay 
informed and take 

action to protect our 
natural places!

EcoNews has been the 
North Coast’s source of 

environmental news 
since 1971!
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Fill out the form on 
the back cover of 
this issue, visit us 

online at 
yournec.org/donate 
or call 822-6918 to 

fi nd out more. 

Adopt-a-Beach

www.yournec.org/
adoptabeach
707-822-6918

YOU
Can Help Keep Our 

Beaches Clean 
All Year!

Adopt-A-Beach to help keep our beaches 
and waterways clean year-round! Individuals 
and groups can adopt a local beach or 
waterway and host cleanups throughout 
the year with friends or family, or with a 
businesses or organization. It’s easy! Just 
pick a beach, sign up with the NEC, gather 
some friends and get out there! Check out 
the website below, give us a call, or email 
adoptabeach@yournec.org.
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Eureka Revives Zombie Road Proposal 
through Palco Marsh

Jennifer Kalt, Director
On November 13, the City of Eureka held a public 

workshop to gather input on a new plan for the 101 
Broadway Corridor. Described as a “Multi-Modal 
Corridor Plan” to increase safety for pedestrians and 
cyclists while decreasing traffi  c congestion, the City 
unfortunately began this public process by reviving 
controversial plans for a new road along Humboldt Bay. 

In 2012, the Eureka City Council voted to stop 
pursuing an old proposal to punch a new road through 
the Palco Marsh, which was purchased by the City for 
conservation purposes in 1985. For some inexplicable 
reason, the City has revived this impossible project. Th e 
Waterfront Drive Extension was rejected in 2012—and 
should be taken off  the table forever—for several reasons.

Th e coastal wetlands at risk are protected by the 
Coastal Act, the City’s coastal regulations, and by 
conservation easements. Th e proposed road would plow 
through wetlands that were protected as mitigation 
for the Bayside Mall development. Since 1985, the 
City has received $1.5 million from the State Coastal 
Conservancy to acquire the Palco Marsh for wetland 

Left: The Humboldt County 
Public Library’s Summer Reading 
Tour off ered an end-of-summer 
Baykeeper tour aboard the 
Madaket for participants and their 
families. Photo: Jennifer Kalt. 

restoration and non-motorized public access. 
When the Waterfront Drive Extension was rejected 

by the City Council in 2012, the funding was allocated 
to build the Waterfront Trail, which has since become 
a popular area for enjoying the Palco Marsh and Elk 
River Wildlife Sanctuary. A road in this area would not 
only disrupt wildlife habitat and coastal recreation, but 
it would also be vulnerable to fl ooding, liquefaction, 
and rising sea level, which will inundate the area in 
the foreseeable future. 

There’s another reason that Eureka shouldn’t 
waste its money pursuing pie-in-the-sky road building 
schemes, and it’s an important one. That money 
is desperately needed for real, feasible, effective 
transportation solutions. Between 2005 and 2009, 
the City spent more than $1.2 million dollars pursuing 
this project while knowing it would never be approved. 
Rather than throwing more money at a road that’s going 
nowhere, public funding should go into desperately 
needed safety improvements on Broadway.

“Broadway is trying to be both a downtown Main 
Street and a highway, and failing at both,” says Colin 

Humboldt Baykeeper off ers kayak and motor boat tours of Humboldt Bay and Elk River to a 
variety of community groups from May to October. Our motorboat tours aboard the H/V Madaket 
enable safe, fun, and informative Humboldt Bay tours for diverse community groups. Our kayak 
tours and trash cleanups with the Humboldt Bay Aquatic Center are fantastic opportunities for 
people who have never been out on the water.

One of the greatest rewards of implementing this program is being able to provide an 
experience of a lifetime for many people who have never experienced Humboldt Bay from the 
water. Developing relationships with community groups has built trust, encouraging people to 
join tours in a safe environment that may not exist for them at public tours and events.

Fiske of the Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities. “It’s a frustration for drivers and a death 
trap for bicyclists and pedestrians. Th e only thing that 
will make Broadway both safer and more pleasant is 
redesigning it to make it the kind of place where people 
want to be, rather than the kind of place people want 
to get through as fast as possible.” In other words, 
embrace its reality as a Main Street and stop trying 
to make it a highway.

Th ere are lots of proven methods for improving 
the safety and comfort of a downtown streetscape like 
Broadway. Widen the sidewalks and narrow the road. 
Plant trees and install art. Build buff ered bike lanes, 
bulb-outs, and pedestrian refuges. It’s not rocket science. 

You can join us in urging public offi  cials to drop 
the plans for new roads west of Broadway and instead, 
focus on multi-modal transportation to reduce traffi  c 
congestion, including projects that will make walking 
and biking along and across Broadway safe. 

Share your ideas for the future of Broadway at:
www.eurekabroadwaycorridorplan.com

Thanks to the California 
Coastal Conservancy, Humboldt 
Area Foundation, and the Trees 
Foundation’s Cereus Fund for 
funding the Bay Tours Program, 
and thanks to all of our community 
partners, who make our Bay Tours 
Program a success! 

• The Wiyot Tribe 
• English Express
• The Studio & Canvas + Clay
• The Humboldt County Library 

Summer Reading Program
• Gaining Ground and Butler Valley
• Community Access Program 

for Eureka
• Camp Cooper
• Serenity Inn
• Coast Seafoods Company
• Hog Island Oyster Company

2019 Bay Tours Program

Above: We are celebrating Jasmin Segura’s fi fth 
anniversary as our Bay Tours Coordinator! She 
is a Spanish translator and interpreter who 
works with a wide range of community groups 
to coordinate bay tours. For info, contact 
Jasmin at tours@humboldtbaykeeper.org. 

Dan Sealy
Don’t Forget Your Champions

Dr. Ziska grew up when astronauts were bigger than 
life champions for scientifi c revelation. His 8th grade 
science teacher inspired him to become a scientist. 

Dr. Caff rey points to her husband’s unfaltering 
support for her as she stood up for scientifi c and 
personal integrity even as they maneuvered new 
parenthood and fi nancial uncertainty when she lost 
her job. She also points to Joe Clements, Senior 
Fellow, Arctic Initiative at the Belfer Center for 
Science and International Aff airs at Harvard and 
was a senior government advisor for seven years.  

Caff rey met Joe Clement when they both 
testifi ed in July 2019 at the House Natural Resources 
Committee: “When Science Gets Trumped: Scientifi c 
Integrity at the Department of the Interior.” Clement 
reported to Congress, “One week after speaking at 
the United Nations on the importance of building 
resilience to climate change, I received an evening 
email telling me I’d been reassigned to the auditing 
offi  ce that collects royalty checks from the oil, gas, 
and mining industries. It was pretty clear to me and 
my colleagues that this was retaliation.”

In adverse times, champions can remind us 
of our professional standards and the importance 
of perseverance. 

Brave Climate Change Scientists Choose 
Hope Over Politics – Part Two

Professional Mentors 
Can be a Guide Through the 

Wilderness
Both Ziska and Caff rey pointed to the 

importance of mentors in their careers and 
recommend new and current employees 
develop these important relationships. 
Mentors help an employee unoffi  cially 
navigate through unexpected challenges. 
Eff ective mentors understand the work 
culture where you are employed and have 
broader experience they can apply to a 
situation. Mentors should be chosen because 
they are wise in their judgement and eff ective 

at reaching goals. A good mentor is supportive but 
explains what an employee needs to know—not 
necessarily what they want to hear. An employee’s 
needs change over time and changes in mentors 
should refl ect these changes. 

Both Ziska and Caff rey urge conservationists 
and scientists to: “Remember why we do this, why 
it is so important.” Dr. Ziska carries on his work in a 
new venue and Dr. Caff rey hesitantly said she would 
return to the National Park Service under the right 
circumstances, because she believes in protecting 
our natural and cultural resources and in the mission 
of the Park Service. 

Know Your Rights
Scientists are not alone. Familiarize yourself 

with Scientifi c Integrity Policies. Th e Climate 
Science Legal Defense Fund (CSLDF) provides 
guidance and legal advice to scientists who fi nd 
their work attacked or under personal threat. 
Th eir mission: “Th e CSLDF protects the scientifi c 
endeavor by providing support and resources to 
scientists who are threatened, harassed or attacked 
for doing their jobs.” When Lauren Kurtz, with 
the CSLDF was asked if she believes young people 
should join the ranks of new climate scientists under 
this cloud of harassment, she replied,  “Yes, because 
the climate change deniers have so galvanized the 
public opinion on this subject, which has resulted 
in a surge in strength to this important work. Th e 
work is supported by millions of concerned people 
globally and that support is growing every time 
there is a climate-driven disaster or breakthrough.” 

In November 2016, after the U.S. presidential 
election, CSLDF published “Handling Political 
Harassment and Legal Intimidation: A Pocket Guide 
for Scientists” which contains basic legal advice for 
scientists. You can view the guide here and learn 
more about the work of the CSLDF. 
https://www.csldf.org/resources/for-scientists/

In Part One (found in the Oct/Nov 
EcoNews), readers were introduced to two 
climate change scientists, Dr. Lew Ziska and 
Dr. Maria Caff rey. Dr. Ziska has over 150 
peer-reviewed publications with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA). His 
research regarding climate change and the 
nutritional value of rice crops was scheduled 
for publication, but when the agency 
pushed back with questions regarding the 
research that were clearly meant to prevent 
publication, it was blocked. Dr. Ziska retired 
from the USDA and began a new job at 
Columbia University.

Dr. Caff rey worked as a contract partner 
with the National Park Service for almost a 
decade. She developed a modeling tool to 
help coastal National Park areas plan for the 
increasing risks of sea-level rise to natural and 
cultural resources. While on maternity leave 
Dr. Caff rey found her work was being edited 
to remove all references to human causes 
of climate change. Although Dr. Caff rey 
was fi nally successful in having her model 
made available to parks, the supervisors who 
pushed back on her work left her feeling 
betrayed and she fi led a whistleblower 
complaint. Th ough she was told there was 
ample funding to continue her work, she was 
not funded and is now unemployed.

Scientifi c integrity policies prohibit these 
types of harassment. It would be simple to 
assume scientists should forego the pursuit 
of climate change research under the thumb 
of the current administration. Th at is not the 
message from these two scientists. Th ey feel a 
strong support for new and current scientists 
to continue to guide government work and 
they have some inspiring recommendations.
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Dan Sealy
Don’t Forget Your Champions
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needs change over time and changes in mentors 
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it is so important.” Dr. Ziska carries on his work in a 
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return to the National Park Service under the right 
circumstances, because she believes in protecting 
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their work attacked or under personal threat. 
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endeavor by providing support and resources to 
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this cloud of harassment, she replied,  “Yes, because 
the climate change deniers have so galvanized the 
public opinion on this subject, which has resulted 
in a surge in strength to this important work. Th e 
work is supported by millions of concerned people 
globally and that support is growing every time 
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In November 2016, after the U.S. presidential 
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more about the work of the CSLDF. 
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Department of Agriculture (USDA). His 
research regarding climate change and the 
nutritional value of rice crops was scheduled 
for publication, but when the agency 
pushed back with questions regarding the 
research that were clearly meant to prevent 
publication, it was blocked. Dr. Ziska retired 
from the USDA and began a new job at 
Columbia University.

Dr. Caff rey worked as a contract partner 
with the National Park Service for almost a 
decade. She developed a modeling tool to 
help coastal National Park areas plan for the 
increasing risks of sea-level rise to natural and 
cultural resources. While on maternity leave 
Dr. Caff rey found her work was being edited 
to remove all references to human causes 
of climate change. Although Dr. Caff rey 
was fi nally successful in having her model 
made available to parks, the supervisors who 
pushed back on her work left her feeling 
betrayed and she fi led a whistleblower 
complaint. Th ough she was told there was 
ample funding to continue her work, she was 
not funded and is now unemployed.

Scientifi c integrity policies prohibit these 
types of harassment. It would be simple to 
assume scientists should forego the pursuit 
of climate change research under the thumb 
of the current administration. Th at is not the 
message from these two scientists. Th ey feel a 
strong support for new and current scientists 
to continue to guide government work and 
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Beginners and experts, non-members and members 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings.  
Almost all of our events are free. All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer eff ort. 
Visit www.northcoastcnps.org for more info.

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
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Left, top: Field crescent butterfl y nectaring on its host plant, 
common California aster (Symphiotrichum chilensis). Left, below: 
Yellow spotted tiger moth caterpillar (Lophocampa maculata) 
on its host plant, willow. 

For more details and later additions, visit: 
WWW.NORTHCOASTCNPS.ORG

Evening Programs
Evening programs are free, public programs on the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
May, at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside 
Rd., Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m.; program at 
7:30 p.m. For information or to suggest a speaker or 
topic, contact Michael Kauff mann at 707-407-7686 or 
michaelkauff mann@gmail.com.

December 11, Wednesday.  7:30-9:00.  Native 
Plant Show and Tell: North Coast Scholarship  
Research.  Gabe Goff  and Len Mazur will share the 
results of their 2019 research, funded in part by the 
North Coast Chapter.  Gabe is a graduate student in 
HSU’s Forestry, Watershed, and Wildland Sciences 
Program. His research investigates the eff ects of 
conifer encroachment and removal on ecosystem 
physiology and biodiversity in native Oregon White 
Oak woodlands. Len is currently the lead Vegetation 
Management Technician for Sonoma County Regional 
Parks, where he is working to establish an early 
detection network for invasive weeds, monitor post-fi re 
landscapes, and restore rare plant habitats throughout 
the county. He will share the methods and results of 
his senior capstone project, in which he assessed the 
health and degree of woody plant encroachment of 
two Darlingtonia fens in the Mill Creek Addition of Del 
Norte Coast Redwoods State Park.  
January 8, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m.  Butterfl ies of 
Coastal Humboldt County. Butterfl ies decorate 
the native plants of Humboldt County, and in some 
cases have relationships with specifi c hosts. Join 
us for a three-part presentation celebrating the 
butterfl y diversity in the county. Local naturalist Bill 
Rodstrom will present a summary of the new North 
Coast Chapter’s guide to butterfl ies and host plants, 
many of which are available in our nursery.  Th is will 
be followed by retired Eureka High School science 
teacher Robert Child’s quick guide to butterfl y ID 
using his watercolor art, highlighted in a new poster 
celebrating the butterfl ies of coastal Humboldt.  
Posters will be available at the talk. Gary Falxa 
will wrap up the talk with a short discussion on 
Monarch butterfl y conservation and ecology. Come 
and get inspired for spring planting to enhance 
your garden’s wildlife!

Everyone loves butterfl ies, and everyone wants 
more of them in their garden! What’s the best way 
to attract them? Planting diverse native plants! Adult 
butterfl ies eat fl ower nectar, so providing a variety 
of nectar-producing species that bloom at various 
times of the year will attract adult butterfl ies. 

Adult male butterfl ies are looking for females, 
and females look for host plants (where they will lay 
eggs) to provide food for their caterpillars. Planting 
species that are appropriate host plants for a variety 
of butterfl ies will ensure their caterpillars are well-fed. 

We asked three local butterfl y enthusiasts, Gary 
Falxa, Bill Rodstrom, and Laurie Lawrence, for a 
list of the 12 most commonly encountered, easily 
identifi able, local butterfl y species, and their host 
plants. Th e resulting list is posted on our chapter website 
(http://northcoastcnps.org/index.php/gardening/
gardening-with-natives-w-brochure) and will be 
printed in our December newsletter. It will also be 
available at our plant sales.  

Caterpillars, while at the bottom of the food 
chain, are incredibly important for a variety of other 
species. For example, caterpillars are essential food 
for small bird nestling growth. Native plant species 
host more caterpillars than non-natives, and native 
plants in landscapes result in greater reproductive 
success for birds. Planting diverse native plants in 

No need to wait for the spring native plant sale 
(May 2 & 3, 2020). A selection of our chapter-
grown native plants is available to buy every 
day, 12 noon-6 p.m., at the Kneeland Glen Farm 
Stand at Freshwater Farms Reserve, 5851 Myrtle 
Ave. (near Th ree Corners Market).  If you don’t 
see what you want there, you can ask if we have it 
by contacting us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com.  

Native Plants all Winter

Planting for Butt erfl ies and Caterpillars
your garden will maximize the options for butterfl ies, 
and by extension, bird species as well. 

Th ere are more species of moths than 
butterfl ies, so presumeably there are more moth 
caterpillars out there than butterfl y caterpillars. 
Th e National Wildlife Federation has a website that 
lists the number of caterpillar species known to 
eat each species (or genus) of plant (www.nwf.org/
NativePlantFinder).  Plants with a higher number of 
species listed indicates the possibility for a higher 
number of caterpillars likely on that host plant.  

Some caterpillars however, such as the monarch 
butterfl y, are distasteful or even toxic to birds. Th e 
bristles on many moth caterpillars are also a defense 
mechanism against birds. Most of us can’t expect to 
know how many local moth or butterfl y species use 
each plant in our garden, or how palatable each of 
the caterpillars is, so again the best plan is diversity 
in your planting.

Interested in learning more? Speakers and 
displays about pollination and pollinators will be a 
special feature at next spring’s Wildfl ower Show, May 
1, 2, 3, 2020 at Jeff erson Community Center, Eureka.  
Mark your calendars now for this wonderful event!
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference

Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501
1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us
2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us
3rd District - Mike Wilson
707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us
4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us
5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein 
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm
U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huff man
https://huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives
California Governor
Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at 
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
Look up other California state legislators 
here: http://fi ndyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
Looking for someone not on this list? 

www.usa.gov/elected-officials

aff ord to risk money in stocks are happy with the general 
trend of the stock market. Of course, there are good 
economists who correctly point to some weaknesses 
in that analysis, but overall economists agree; the 
U.S. economy is healthy. Conservationists, however, 
should be asking at what cost? When regulations, 
especially in the form of environmental regulations, 
are loosened or removed from energy developers and 
producers, timber management, and manufacturing, 
those businesses generally then produce more profi t. 
Th at profi t comes from disregard for clean air, water, 
endangered species protections and a host of other 
environmental concerns that are being diminished 
primarily by Executive Orders coming from the White 
House and agency heads, not from new laws.  Why is 
that important? Th at means we may be looking at a 
false economy. Short-term economic boosts will be 
paid for in the costs of our children’s health and costs 
of restoring eroded lands and toxic air and water. So 
next time you hear how we should appreciate the better 
economy and more jobs, realize that is a temporary 
benefi t and the costs will be paid eventually at the 
expense of generations to come.

From the White House: 
Th e Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)—the 

primary agency in charge of setting guidelines for clean 
water, air, etc., and enforcement of environmental 
regulations—wants to make it more diffi  cult for federal 
agencies to use the best science to guide decisions. 
With the cleverly worded “Strengthening Transparency 
in Regulatory Science,” the EPA is continuing a false 
narrative knowing full well that if the policy is adopted 
it will harm—not help—environmental protections. 
Th e policy would require scientists to turn over all raw 
data, including confi dential medical data, before the 
study can be used in decision-making. Some studies 
are proprietary (essentially copyrighted) by states or 
academic institutions. As a result, some of the most 
robust and important studies would not be able to 
be used in developing clean air, water, and other 
environmental protection rules.

In the Courts: 
Drilling in the Arctic Ocean

But there are, in fact, limits on what a President 
can do with Executive Orders. In April, an Alaskan 
U.S. District court Judge, Sharon Gleason, ruled 
against President Trump saying his administration had 
“exceeded the president’s authority” by pushing for 
the drilling in over...

In Congress: 
Good News!!! Six years of NEC’s close involvement 

with Congressman Huff man and a wide coalition of 
conservationists resulted in an important success. Th e 
Wilderness, Recreation, and Working Forests Act,  H.R. 
2250, passed out of the U.S. House Natural Resources 
Committee in what is referred to as a “mark-up” hearing 
on November 20 with a 22-11 bipartisan vote. 

H.R. 2250 has been a priority concern for the 
NEC and members have been working on this 
legislation with a coalition of conservationists for six 
years. Congressman Huff man worked tirelessly with 
communities, local businesses, and conservationists 
to craft a bill that will designate over 270 miles of Wild 
and Scenic River waterways in northwest California 
including the Eel River, the South Fork and East 
Fork North Trinity Rivers, Redwood Creek, Canyon 
Creek, and many tributaries. Th e bill will also add 
over 200,000 acres to designated wilderness and 
over 700,000 acres of working forests into targeted 
reforestation eff orts. Th e bill promotes cooperative 
eff orts to continued restoration of the clear-cut lands 
now within Redwood National and State Parks and 
boosts the local outdoor recreation economy by 
mandating coordinated recreation planning among 
federal land managers and creation of the long-distance 
Bigfoot National Recreation Trail. 

Th is bill was one of three similar bills that increase 
wilderness and wild and scenic river designations 
on lands and waters under the management of 
federal agencies. 

Congressman Huff man wrote: “Th e Northwest 
California Wilderness, Recreation, and Working Forests 
Act is focused on a future for Northwest California 
where public lands are restored and protected, the 
outdoor recreation economy continues to grow, and 
rural communities can thrive.”

The next step is a vote by the full House of 
Representatives. Th e date of that vote has not yet 
been set. Senator Kamala Harris has already begun 
the process in the U.S. Senate by introducing identical 
legislation to Huff man’s bill. It is unknown whether 
action will take place in the Senate this year, but the 
NEC is working hard to keep this important bill moving 
forward and looks forward to it becoming law. 

Economic Policy and Natural Resource Impacts: 
Supporters of the current administration frequently 

point to the healthy state of the U.S. economy under 
this President. Indeed, many economists are quick to 
agree that unemployment is down and those who can 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Eye onWashington

Questions? Contact the NEC at 707-822-6918 
or nec@yournec.org. 

Beginners and experts, non-members and members 
are all welcome at our programs and on our outings.  
Almost all of our events are free. All of our events are 
made possible by volunteer eff ort. 
Visit www.northcoastcnps.org for more info.
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Left, top: Field crescent butterfl y nectaring on its host plant, 
common California aster (Symphiotrichum chilensis). Left, below: 
Yellow spotted tiger moth caterpillar (Lophocampa maculata) 
on its host plant, willow. 

For more details and later additions, visit: 
WWW.NORTHCOASTCNPS.ORG

Evening Programs
Evening programs are free, public programs on the 
second Wednesday of each month, September through 
May, at the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside 
Rd., Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m.; program at 
7:30 p.m. For information or to suggest a speaker or 
topic, contact Michael Kauff mann at 707-407-7686 or 
michaelkauff mann@gmail.com.

December 11, Wednesday.  7:30-9:00.  Native 
Plant Show and Tell: North Coast Scholarship  
Research.  Gabe Goff  and Len Mazur will share the 
results of their 2019 research, funded in part by the 
North Coast Chapter.  Gabe is a graduate student in 
HSU’s Forestry, Watershed, and Wildland Sciences 
Program. His research investigates the eff ects of 
conifer encroachment and removal on ecosystem 
physiology and biodiversity in native Oregon White 
Oak woodlands. Len is currently the lead Vegetation 
Management Technician for Sonoma County Regional 
Parks, where he is working to establish an early 
detection network for invasive weeds, monitor post-fi re 
landscapes, and restore rare plant habitats throughout 
the county. He will share the methods and results of 
his senior capstone project, in which he assessed the 
health and degree of woody plant encroachment of 
two Darlingtonia fens in the Mill Creek Addition of Del 
Norte Coast Redwoods State Park.  
January 8, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m.  Butterfl ies of 
Coastal Humboldt County. Butterfl ies decorate 
the native plants of Humboldt County, and in some 
cases have relationships with specifi c hosts. Join 
us for a three-part presentation celebrating the 
butterfl y diversity in the county. Local naturalist Bill 
Rodstrom will present a summary of the new North 
Coast Chapter’s guide to butterfl ies and host plants, 
many of which are available in our nursery.  Th is will 
be followed by retired Eureka High School science 
teacher Robert Child’s quick guide to butterfl y ID 
using his watercolor art, highlighted in a new poster 
celebrating the butterfl ies of coastal Humboldt.  
Posters will be available at the talk. Gary Falxa 
will wrap up the talk with a short discussion on 
Monarch butterfl y conservation and ecology. Come 
and get inspired for spring planting to enhance 
your garden’s wildlife!

Everyone loves butterfl ies, and everyone wants 
more of them in their garden! What’s the best way 
to attract them? Planting diverse native plants! Adult 
butterfl ies eat fl ower nectar, so providing a variety 
of nectar-producing species that bloom at various 
times of the year will attract adult butterfl ies. 

Adult male butterfl ies are looking for females, 
and females look for host plants (where they will lay 
eggs) to provide food for their caterpillars. Planting 
species that are appropriate host plants for a variety 
of butterfl ies will ensure their caterpillars are well-fed. 

We asked three local butterfl y enthusiasts, Gary 
Falxa, Bill Rodstrom, and Laurie Lawrence, for a 
list of the 12 most commonly encountered, easily 
identifi able, local butterfl y species, and their host 
plants. Th e resulting list is posted on our chapter website 
(http://northcoastcnps.org/index.php/gardening/
gardening-with-natives-w-brochure) and will be 
printed in our December newsletter. It will also be 
available at our plant sales.  

Caterpillars, while at the bottom of the food 
chain, are incredibly important for a variety of other 
species. For example, caterpillars are essential food 
for small bird nestling growth. Native plant species 
host more caterpillars than non-natives, and native 
plants in landscapes result in greater reproductive 
success for birds. Planting diverse native plants in 

No need to wait for the spring native plant sale 
(May 2 & 3, 2020). A selection of our chapter-
grown native plants is available to buy every 
day, 12 noon-6 p.m., at the Kneeland Glen Farm 
Stand at Freshwater Farms Reserve, 5851 Myrtle 
Ave. (near Th ree Corners Market).  If you don’t 
see what you want there, you can ask if we have it 
by contacting us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com.  

Native Plants all Winter

Planting for Butt erfl ies and Caterpillars
your garden will maximize the options for butterfl ies, 
and by extension, bird species as well. 

Th ere are more species of moths than 
butterfl ies, so presumeably there are more moth 
caterpillars out there than butterfl y caterpillars. 
Th e National Wildlife Federation has a website that 
lists the number of caterpillar species known to 
eat each species (or genus) of plant (www.nwf.org/
NativePlantFinder).  Plants with a higher number of 
species listed indicates the possibility for a higher 
number of caterpillars likely on that host plant.  

Some caterpillars however, such as the monarch 
butterfl y, are distasteful or even toxic to birds. Th e 
bristles on many moth caterpillars are also a defense 
mechanism against birds. Most of us can’t expect to 
know how many local moth or butterfl y species use 
each plant in our garden, or how palatable each of 
the caterpillars is, so again the best plan is diversity 
in your planting.

Interested in learning more? Speakers and 
displays about pollination and pollinators will be a 
special feature at next spring’s Wildfl ower Show, May 
1, 2, 3, 2020 at Jeff erson Community Center, Eureka.  
Mark your calendars now for this wonderful event!
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California Recycling Association will present its 
energizing annual Recycling Update on March 
17 at Freight & Salvage and is scheduling Bay 
Area tours that week.  Details will be fi nalized in 
the next month. 

To learn more and coordinate with other 
Humboldters planning to attend, email contact@
zerowastehumboldt.org.

Margaret Gainer, board member
Z ero Wa ste  Humb oldt  i s 

organiz ing a  Redwood Coast 
contingent to participate in Zero 
Waste Week in the San Francisco 
Bay Area in March. If you are 
interested to learn more about Zero 
Waste and get updates on the state 
of recycling, ZWH invites you to 
join the planning for travel and 
participation in a week of training 
workshops, facility tours, conference seminars, 
and exhibits.

The National Recycling Coalition (NRC) is a 
national non-profi t network of 6,000 members from 
the fi elds of waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and 
composting. Th e NRC will host a conference with 
presentations from global experts on Zero Waste best 
practices and current information on March 18-19 
at U.C. Berkeley. 

Before the NRC Zero Waste conference, the 
annual Zero Waste Youth Convergence will be March 
14-15. Zero Waste USA has scheduled ZW Certifi ed 
Training Courses March 16 and 20, and the Northern 

Zero Waste Humboldt 
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com 

Zero Waste Week in Bay Area
March 2020

Colin Fiske, Executive Director
Th e Collector is CRTP’s curated weekly collection 

of transportation news and information focused on the 
North Coast, but also includes important and interesting 
items from state, national and international news. It’s 
posted on CRTP’s website each Friday and sent to an 
email list of more than 400 people (and growing!). If 
you’re not one of them, what are you waiting for?

Th e Collector brings you the information you 
need about local transportation issues—and related 
topics from land use to public health—with short 
summaries that are pointed, sometimes humorous, 
and often opinionated. Th ere’s also always a link to 
sources for more information. Recent stories we’ve 
covered have ranged from the implications of county 
rezoning for neighborhood walkability to the eff ects 
of a new law on Amtrak bus service to Humboldt. 
Th is stuff  is important—but if it sounds dry, it’s not! 
Really, give it a read. We keep it pithy and interesting.

Th e Collector also has regular features like the 

Read EcoNews AND the Collector!
current Weekly Street Story 
Update, which highlights a 
notable location or trend from 
local reports of unsafe locations, 
crashes or near misses on the 
Street Story platform (see 
our article in the Aug/Sep 
edition of EcoNews for more 
information on Street Story). 
Past features have included the 
“Bike Law Fact of the Week,” 
where we explored little-known 
but important laws related to 
bicycling in California, and 
the “Bike Lane or Sidewalk 
Obstruction of the Week” 
feature, which included a 
picture of an object found in 
a local bike lane or sidewalk that 
shouldn’t be there. Who knows 
what we’ll come up with next?

We’re also happy to receive 
submissions of suggested items 
we should cover. 

 
 

www.transportationpriorities.org/subscribe-to-the-collector, 
or send an email to: colin@transportationpriorities.org.

Sign up to receive 
the Collector at:

Zero Waste Humboldt is scheduling several 2020 
training workshops for the ZWH Business Certifi cation 
Program, for nonprofi ts and environmental activists, and 
for organizers and producers of large events. If you are 
interested, please email contact@zerowastehumboldt.
org. With enrollments of 20-25, we will be able to 
off er training in the Zero Waste method at a reduced 
enrollment fee of $85/person.

Please join Zero Waste Humboldt at our office just 
off the plaza for Arts! Arcata, featuring talented local 
artist Patricia Sennott. Patricia has graciously offered 
to donate 35% of any art sold at this event to ZWH. 
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Voice Your Support 
for Removing 

Klamath Dams

Jordan Cove LNG Final Impact 
Statement Still Deficient

Press Release
Power Past Fracked Gas

On November 22, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) released a Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (FEIS) for the proposed Jordan 
Cove LNG export terminal and fracked gas pipeline. 
Th is project has faced fi erce opposition for more 
than a decade by a grassroots coalition of impacted 
landowners, anglers, small business owners, tribal 
members, health professionals, and communities 
across Oregon and 
Northern California. 

Th e FEIS does 
not grant Pembina 
permission to build 
the Jordan Cove 
LNG project. The 
Canadian fossi l 
fuel corporation 
i s  s t i l l  miss ing 
federal, state, and 
local permits that 
are required for 
the project. The 
FEIS is prepared 
b y  t h e  f e d e r a l 
agencies involved 
in reviewing the 
project to assess its 
potential impacts to 
the environment, from drinking water supplies to 
healthy forests. 

In 2016, after a similar FEIS, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission denied this project because 
of adverse impacts to landowners and a lack of public 
need for the project.

“FERC was right to reject this dirty fracked gas 
facility in 2016, and nothing has changed since then,” 
said Sierra Club Senior Attorney Nathan Matthews. 
“Th is project remains a threat to clean water and the 
climate, and it should never be built.” 

This spring , the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) denied a critical Clean 
Water Act permit for the Jordan Cove LNG project 
specifi cally because “DEQ does not have a reasonable 
assurance that the construction and authorization of 
the project will comply with applicable Oregon water 
quality standards.” Th is state authorization is required 
for the project.

Th e FEIS does not remedy the defi ciencies identifi ed 
by the Oregon DEQ, or other gaps in the analysis. As 
the FEIS repeatedly acknowledges, many elements 
of the proposed projects have yet to be developed or 
specifi ed, such as plans to mitigate impacts on non-
federal lands. Without these plans, there is no basis for 
the FEIS’s assertion that the project’s impacts—which 

the FEIS acknowledges will otherwise be long term 
and signifi cant—will be mitigated. 

Pembina has still not reapplied for this Clean 
Water Act permit that is required for the project 
and has pushed back a decision on its Coastal Zone 
Management Permit from Oregon’s Department of 
Land Development and Conservation to 2020.

“FERC continues to gloss over Oregon’s fi ndings 
that this project will harm the streams and rivers that 
our communities rely upon for drinking water and 

fi shing. Th is project 
can’t proceed without 
approval from the 
state,” said Stacey 
Detwiler of Rogue 
Riverkeeper. “Oregon 
must stay strong to its 
values of protecting 
clean water and a 
stable climate so 
Jordan Cove LNG 
never sees the light 
of day.”

In 2009, FERC 
released a similarly 
inadequate FEIS, 
which the State of 
Oregon ultimately 
challenged under 
t h e  K u l o n g o s k i 

administration for failing to address Oregon’s substantive 
concerns and threatening to overstep the state’s authority 
under the Clean Water Act. In July 2019, Oregon 
agencies submitted over 200 pages of comments 
detailing gaps and fl aws in FERC’s analysis.

“Our communities in Southern Oregon are counting 
on Oregon’s leaders, including Governor Brown, to 
stand up to this dangerous, destructive proposal,” said 
Natalie Ranker of North Bend. “After 15 years and 
three inadauate Environmental Impact Statements 
from FERC, it’s time for Oregon to stand up and 
reject this project.”

Additional information about the Pacifi c Connector 
Gas Pipeline is available at:

https://www.blm.gov/oregon-washington/
energy-independence/pacifi c-connector

Submit a protest letter electronically through the 
BLM’s ePlanning project website and follow the protest 
instructions highlighted at the top of the home page: 
https://go.usa.gov/xEt7B.
To submit a protest in hard copy, mail to:

BLM Director (210)                                         
Attention:  Protest Coordinator
P.O. Box 71383
Washington, D.C.  20024-1383

On November 21, about 75 protesters, including about a dozen from the 
North Coast, occupied Oregon Governor Brown's offi  ce to urge her to 
announce offi  cial opposition to the project. Photo: 350PDX.

5301 Boyd Rd, Arcata • Just off Guintoli Ln. at Hwy 299 

707-825-8880  •  www.almquistlumber.com

Action Alert
California Wilderness Coalition (CalWild)

Th is summer, the community group in charge of 
the removal process of four dams on the Klamath River, 
the Klamath River Renewal Corporation, submitted an 
important fi ling with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) that will help the project stay on 
track for deconstruction as early as 2021. CalWild and 
many other groups signed on. 

Th e benefi ts of removing the four dams (JC Boyle, 
Copco No. 1 & 2, and Iron Gate) will be tremendous, 
with the return of anadromous salmonids to some of 
their traditional habitat for the fi rst time in decades. 
Th e return of these crucial apex species will help 
grow the regional commercial and recreational fi shing 
and watersport industries, create hundreds of jobs, 
enhance tribal self-sufficiency, and help mitigate 
toxic blue-green algae blooms that currently thrive in 
the dams' reservoirs and pose a health hazard to all 
dependent communities. 

A fi nal decision for the transfer from FERC is 
expected as early as the end of the year. CalWild is 
asking supporters to add their names to an online 
petition to show the wide breadth of community 
support that exists for this amazing project. 

Visit this link to sign the petition online: 
https://www.calwild.org/action-alert-klamath-dams/ 

You can learn more about the dam removal process 
at www.klamathrenewal.org.
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Forest Defense 
Actions Continue 

in the Mattole

MailboxMailbox

Photo: Pixabay (free image). 

Jackson Carrasco, Zero Waste Intern
With the holidays racing towards us, don’t forget 

to practice zero waste in your gift giving and cooking 
this season! Zero waste practices can help us reduce 
our ecological footprint—our individual environmental  
impact from using natural resources of the earth.

Th ough you may not be Gordon Ramsey, your 
cooking skills can still be complemented by sustainable 
zero waste practices. In the kitchen, local meats 
such as turkey can be purchased to forgo the carbon 
emissions produced by importing goods. Refrigerator 
trucks emit carbon dioxide and other air pollutants 
as they burn fossil fuels and 
carry your dinner to the local 
supermarket. 

Plast ic  packag ing i s 
mostly petroleum based, 
carbon intensive to produce, 
and will exist on earth long 
after you are gone. Explore 
your local farmer’s market for 
fresh, unpackaged, local fruits 
and vegetables.  Lean away 
from pre-packaged goods and 
utilize the bulk section of your 
local co-op for constructing side dishes and desserts. 
Here, various ingredients can be purchased for your 
famous pumpkin pie, tamales, or fruit cake using 
reusable containers. 

At the dinner table, do without all of the single 
use plastic dishes and utensils. Raise your level of 
class, and make good use of grandma’s fi ne china and 
silverware. Reusable cups or mason jars can be used 

Save the Mattole’s Ancient Forest
[Reprinted from Facebook]

On November 25, an activist locked their body to 
the underside of a log truck in an attempt to prevent 
access to Rainbow Ridge, the site of logging and road 
building operations.

Th is is a continuation of six months of actions 
this year, fi rst in opposition to Humboldt Redwood 
Company (HRC) logging on Long Ridge and now in 
Rattlesnake Creek, which are both within the North 
Fork Basin of the Mattole River.

"HRC is, for the second time this year, logging 
within the protective buff er zone around a Northern 
Spotted Owl nest. Th is is the sixth mass extinction 
playing out right in our community—we cannot let 
HRC continue to fragment habitat for endangered 
species," commented the forest defender from 
under the truck.

The log truck was stopped within Humboldt 
Redwood State Park, on a road that leads into HRC's 
timberlands. One forest defender locked their arms 
around the front axle of the log truck, while a dozen 
others remained nearby.

Workers, Humboldt County Sheriff , and Humboldt 
Redwood Company’s private paramilitary security 
arrived on the scene. Th ree non-violent protestors 
were arrested. 

"Humboldt Redwood Company's logging on 
Rainbow Ridge is a local issue, in that it represents 
further destruction in a watershed that is finally 
recovering from past timber industry impacts, and 
represents a continuation of the violent legacy of 
colonization in this area. Th is is also a global issue, as 
deforestation is a major contributor to the destabilization 
of our climate,” an activist proclaimed.

Th ey continued, "We do not take issue with the 
sawyers out here who are subcontractors. Th ey are 
paid hourly, so we hope work stoppages aff ord them 
a break. Our confl ict is with HRC and their blatant 
disregard for stakeholder concerns and greenwashing. 
We will continue to resist HRC's extractive, profi t-
driven operations on Rainbow."

for your devout beverage of choice when on the go. 
During the season of giving, take into account 

zero waste practice in selecting gifts for your family, 
friends, co-workers, and estranged in-laws.  Rather 
than giving a physical object, give an experience to a 
loved one. Experiences like concert tickets, a trip to the 
beach, or a season lift ticket can reduce the amount of 
physical “stuff ” we give away. Subscriptions to online 
magazines, movie streaming platforms, or music 
streaming services can also serve as an alternative to 
a physical gift. 

If you do decide to gift a physical object, take a 
few things into account: 
1) Where did it come from? 2) How 
was it made? 3) Where will it end up 
at the end of its life? 

If you consider these three 
questions while selecting a gift, 
you can analyze resource impacts, the 
object’s contribution to landfi lls, and 
the overall ethics of the purchase—
which will help you choose a gift that 
will have the least amount of negative 
impacts for our planet.

If you wrap gifts, don’t forget 
that conventional wrapping paper tacks on extra waste 
to the gift (not to mention extra time). Who needs 
wrapping paper anyway? Break the social constructs 
of the season and give away an unwrapped gift. Or, 
if you aren’t feeling so daring, use a reusable gift bag. 

Whatever your holiday season entails, don’t forget 
to weave in environmentally sustainable practices 
wherever you can to prevent holiday waste!

Fill Your Holidays with Joy, Not Waste

Photo: Save the Mattole’s Ancient Forest (Facebook). 

Donate Your 
Extra Shoes!

Coastal Grove Charter School’s Class of 
2021 is conducting a shoe drive fundraiser 

through December 13 to raise funds for their 
8th Grade Trip to Washington, D.C.!

The students will earn funds based on the 
total weight of donated pairs of gently used 
and new shoes, which will be collected up by 
an organization that gets shoes to those in 

need in countries like Africa.  
Drop off  locations: 

In Eureka: Shipwreck (430 3rd Street) and 
MikkiMoves Real Estate (805 7th Street).
In Arcata: the Jogg’n Shoppe (1090 G St.)

In McKinleyville: Humboldt Human 
Resources (1834 Central Ave, Suite D).
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Gayle Garman and Dave Imper
Gary Falxa, a dedicated NEC board member, 

reluctantly retired recently after fi ve years representing 
the local chapter of the California Native Plant Society.  
His contribution adds to what is essentially a lifetime 
of eff ort on behalf of environmental education and 
species conservation. Gary has played an important 
role in conserving a wide range of endangered species 
in California, including high profi le species such as 
the California condor and marbled murrelet, as well 
as the Oregon silverspot butterfl y and the Lassics 
lupine, to name just a a few.     

(Gayle Garman):  I met Gary when we were 
both PhD students at UC-Davis. In November of 
1986 this vintage Silver Streak trailer appeared in the 
backyard of the house where I rented a room.  My 
housemates introduced me to the occupant—a Zoology 
graduate student who was studying ecology of Black 
Oystercatchers along the Sonoma County coast.  It has 
been 33 years and we still share interests in ecology 
and natural history, environmental protection, hiking, 
canoeing, music, and travel.

Over time I found that Gary is most at home in 
the outdoors either in the U.S., Mexico, or any other 
place where people still live with a solid connection to 
nature.  Like others on the crusade to secure protection 
for wild areas and wild species, Gary draws inspiration 
and energy for this work by witnessing fi rst-hand 
what is at stake. Domestic road trips and travel to 
other countries to experience the natural beauty and 
documenting animal and plant communities observed 
in his fi eld journals will always be a key component 
to what makes Gary tick.  

Gary began his natural history education early with 
family camping trips up the east side of the Sierras, 
back when the road over the high Tioga Pass was a 
single gravel lane.  Gary set about learning all he could 
about a wide range of animals and habitats.  His formal 

Kin to the Earth:  Gary Falxa

Gary Falxa in a typical pose with binocculars, 
fi eld notes, and butterfl y net. Photos courtesy of Gary Falxa.

studies began with undergraduate work in Animal 
Ecology at Evergreen State College in Washington.  
After graduation, Gary held a series of jobs 
implementing studies of birds and mammals 
in Mexico, Texas, the Florida Everglades, and 
forests of Malaysia and Guatemala.  He also 
spent two years studying nesting success of the 
remaining wild California condors just prior to 
the birds being brought into captivity. 

During his graduate studies at UC-Davis, 
Gary’s travel experience landed him a job 
that provided the opportunity to hone his 
communication skills. Th e part-time job to 
support his graduate studies ended up being 
a six-year stint of leading Natural History 
tours in the U.S. and in Latin America. From 
this work Gary developed a knack for sharing 
ecology and conservation information to non-
biologists, a vital tool for naturalists advocating 

for the environment. 
Gary began his career with the U.S Fish 

and Wildlife Service in Sacramento. His duties 
included assessment of the effects of federal 
fl ood control projects such as levees and impacts 
to riparian areas. Gary maintained a toehold in 
fi eldwork by conducting yellow-billed cuckoo 
surveys in Sacramento River riparian habitat.  
Upon transferring to the Fish and Wildlife Service 
offi  ce in Arcata, Gary worked with local consulting 
biologists to establish yellow-billed cuckoo surveys 
in potential habitat along Humboldt County 
rivers, producing some of the fi rst documented 
observations of cuckoos in the county. 

(Dave Imper): I’ve always envied good generalists 
in fi eld biology.  Gary is one of those special folks, 
a “renaissance” fi eld biologist really. He’s a bird 
guy, but also has a good working knowledge of 
butterfl ies, mammals, plants, mushrooms, and 
many other groups.  He has the innate curiosity 
and patience, not to mention volumes of fi eld 
manuals, and importantly, cumulative knowledge 
to identify damn near any species we encounter 
in the wild.    

Gary’s a mover, and works hard.  I began 
working closely with him at the Arcata U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife offi  ce soon after 9/11, and for 11 years 
we spent long days working together, primarily 
on recovery of the endangered Lassics lupine and 
Oregon silverspot butterfl y.  Endangered species 
work can be exhausting, and demoralizing.  His 
no-nonsense scientifi c approach, attention to 
detail, and especially his comradery were most 
appreciated. In 2017, the USFWS made him a 
“Recovery Champion,” recognizing  21 years 
of effort to save endangered species, and for 
leading the marbled murrelet monitoring eff ort. 
He continues to be involved with endangered 

species, and recently implemented research on tidal 
fl uctuations at Stone Lagoon.

Gary plays hard too, with an increased emphasis 
since he retired from the USFWS.  Maintaining old 
relationships and commitments are important to 
him, like his annual romp to SE Oregon with old 
friends from his days at Evergreen State College. He 
continues to volunteer annually at the Sagehen Creek 
Field Station, north of Lake Tahoe, helping monitor 
long term impacts of innovative fi re management 
on wildlife resources.  He and Gayle sponsor annual 
picnics for fellow biologists, old friends and new, 
facilitating comradery and good communication among 
local professionals.  He loves getting up in the local 
mountains, and of course a good fi shing or rafting 
trip is never too far in the future for him.    

Gary Falxa is the consummate environmental 
steward, and without question, a “Kin to the Earth.”
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The Northern Spotted 
Owls’ Tree-Sit

                            …based on a true story occurring in the Mattole Watershed, July 2019
One still June night, when the moon hung bright, and the wind blew a minor key
And the fog made a bridge across Rainbow Ridge from the redwoods to the sea

Two owls, gone astray from their range in Coos Bay where their nest in a fi r had been felled
Floated down to a knoll near the blue Mattole, by sheer hunger and faintness compelled.

Well, they’d fasted a week, so each sharpened his beak, 
and searched through the darkness for prey,

And to their surprise they encountered the eyes of two tree voles not far away.
More astonishing yet, and causing upset, also thwarting their instinct to zoom in: 
Th e voles took their ease on the angular knees of a beast unmistakably human.

Th ese owls were not chicks and they’d studied the tricks of this species well known to be wily.
Was this a new study? Each looked at their buddy. Th e human regarded them shyly.

Th ough weary, these owls had got pluck in their bowels, also wit, self-assurance and poise.
And though prospects be dark, be there but a spark, they’d act without panic or noise.

So the owl who was bigger soon marshaled his vigor, saluting the being in that tree:
“What scientist sits in a tree in the mist, with such tasty young voles on their knee?”

“My name it is Rook. Turn around, take a look” said the human, with intake of breath:
 Below they beheld what the chainsaw had felled:  tree corpses moon-frozen in death.

“Th is tree they want too, so a road can push through to reach forests at further locations
But we know such plunder rips planets asunder. I’m here for unborn generations”.

Th e owls, much impressed, now the human addressed: “We’ve just made a strenuous portage      
From habitat natal, where there is a fatal owl nesting and foraging shortage.”

Th e smaller owl, blinking, went on "We’ve been thinking of one generation that begs
To make an appearance. We need to fi nd clearance. To speak more directly, my eggs.

Now, humans get queasy: it makes them uneasy when species like us go extinct
It reminds them that they might soon go the same way and the risk, to be plain, is distinct.

"Our survival’s in doubt, so that gives us some clout. If they locate our nest, they’ll protect it!
We’ll search for a site in a tree that looks right, then build noisily so they detect it.”

Th e owls disappeared, and that day Rook was cheered 
by much squawking and owl exclamation

And soon a small horde of biologists roared to the ridge for site documentation.
And thus was begun a campaign that soon won the allegiance of Doctors of Science:

For if there is hope for our planet, the scope is a great Interspecies Alliance:
Save the owls! Save the trees! Save the whales! Save the 

bees! Save the birthright of fl edgling and child
Leave the venomous breath of the sirens of death and answer the call of the wild!

by Ellen E. Taylor

PureWaterSpas
3750 Broadway   |   707.444.8001   |   jaysooter.com 

Salmon
Continued fr om page 5

...strongholds. We must protect these critical 
watersheds better in the future than we have in 
the past.”

Th e FISH Act would adopt one step in a much 
larger strategy needed to recover our salmon 
populations. Congressman Huff man is looking at 
strengthening off shore fi sheries protections through 
the Magnuson Stevens Act which authorizes 
monitoring of fi sh population then adjusts catch 
limits to match species abundance. 

Also needed are stronger protections and 
restoration eff orts on degraded rivers such as the 
Klamath and Eel Rivers which have suff ered over a 
century of bad forestry practices in the watersheds, 
dams, and other development. Legislation such as 
Huff man’s HR 2550, the Wilderness, Recreation and 
Working Forests Act, would designate 370 miles of 
some of our wildest remaining rivers for protection 
and designate large tracts of public forest lands 
for restoration.

“Rep. Huff man’s proposed FISH Act is an 
important—indeed, urgently necessary—part of 
what we are going to need to do to keep the fi sh 
coming back,” states Greacen.

Werschkull is enthusiastic. “We look forward to 
a time when Congressman Huff man’s FISH Act will 
be passed by Congress and signed by our President. 
We need to continue to work with our communities 
and state and national partners to advance 
this legislation.”

You can write to Congressman Huff man in 
support of the FISH Act, his Wilderness Act and 
other legislation to assure generations of fi sh and 
people coexist. Rep. Huff man’s contact information 
can be found in this EcoNews issue on page 14. 

To learn more about the Smith River Alliance go 
to: https://smithriveralliance.org/.

For more about the Wild Salmon Center check 
out: https://www.wildsalmoncenter.org/.

For more about Friends of the Eel River check 
out their website at: https://eelriver.org/.

To learn more about the Wilderness, 
Recreation and Working Forest Act go to: https://
mountainsandrivers.org/.
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And the fog made a bridge across Rainbow Ridge from the redwoods to the sea

Two owls, gone astray from their range in Coos Bay where their nest in a fi r had been felled
Floated down to a knoll near the blue Mattole, by sheer hunger and faintness compelled.

Well, they’d fasted a week, so each sharpened his beak, 
and searched through the darkness for prey,

And to their surprise they encountered the eyes of two tree voles not far away.
More astonishing yet, and causing upset, also thwarting their instinct to zoom in: 
Th e voles took their ease on the angular knees of a beast unmistakably human.

Th ese owls were not chicks and they’d studied the tricks of this species well known to be wily.
Was this a new study? Each looked at their buddy. Th e human regarded them shyly.

Th ough weary, these owls had got pluck in their bowels, also wit, self-assurance and poise.
And though prospects be dark, be there but a spark, they’d act without panic or noise.

So the owl who was bigger soon marshaled his vigor, saluting the being in that tree:
“What scientist sits in a tree in the mist, with such tasty young voles on their knee?”

“My name it is Rook. Turn around, take a look” said the human, with intake of breath:
 Below they beheld what the chainsaw had felled:  tree corpses moon-frozen in death.

“Th is tree they want too, so a road can push through to reach forests at further locations
But we know such plunder rips planets asunder. I’m here for unborn generations”.

Th e owls, much impressed, now the human addressed: “We’ve just made a strenuous portage      
From habitat natal, where there is a fatal owl nesting and foraging shortage.”

Th e smaller owl, blinking, went on "We’ve been thinking of one generation that begs
To make an appearance. We need to fi nd clearance. To speak more directly, my eggs.

Now, humans get queasy: it makes them uneasy when species like us go extinct
It reminds them that they might soon go the same way and the risk, to be plain, is distinct.

"Our survival’s in doubt, so that gives us some clout. If they locate our nest, they’ll protect it!
We’ll search for a site in a tree that looks right, then build noisily so they detect it.”

Th e owls disappeared, and that day Rook was cheered 
by much squawking and owl exclamation

And soon a small horde of biologists roared to the ridge for site documentation.
And thus was begun a campaign that soon won the allegiance of Doctors of Science:

For if there is hope for our planet, the scope is a great Interspecies Alliance:
Save the owls! Save the trees! Save the whales! Save the 

bees! Save the birthright of fl edgling and child
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Two owls, gone astray from their range in Coos Bay where their nest in a fi r had been felled
Floated down to a knoll near the blue Mattole, by sheer hunger and faintness compelled.

Well, they’d fasted a week, so each sharpened his beak, 
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And to their surprise they encountered the eyes of two tree voles not far away.
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“My name it is Rook. Turn around, take a look” said the human, with intake of breath:
 Below they beheld what the chainsaw had felled:  tree corpses moon-frozen in death.

“Th is tree they want too, so a road can push through to reach forests at further locations
But we know such plunder rips planets asunder. I’m here for unborn generations”.

Th e owls, much impressed, now the human addressed: “We’ve just made a strenuous portage      
From habitat natal, where there is a fatal owl nesting and foraging shortage.”

Th e smaller owl, blinking, went on "We’ve been thinking of one generation that begs
To make an appearance. We need to fi nd clearance. To speak more directly, my eggs.

Now, humans get queasy: it makes them uneasy when species like us go extinct
It reminds them that they might soon go the same way and the risk, to be plain, is distinct.

"Our survival’s in doubt, so that gives us some clout. If they locate our nest, they’ll protect it!
We’ll search for a site in a tree that looks right, then build noisily so they detect it.”

Th e owls disappeared, and that day Rook was cheered 
by much squawking and owl exclamation

And soon a small horde of biologists roared to the ridge for site documentation.
And thus was begun a campaign that soon won the allegiance of Doctors of Science:

For if there is hope for our planet, the scope is a great Interspecies Alliance:
Save the owls! Save the trees! Save the whales! Save the 

bees! Save the birthright of fl edgling and child
Leave the venomous breath of the sirens of death and answer the call of the wild!

                            …based on a true story occurring in the Mattole Watershed, July 2019
One still June night, when the moon hung bright, and the wind blew a minor key
And the fog made a bridge across Rainbow Ridge from the redwoods to the sea

Two owls, gone astray from their range in Coos Bay where their nest in a fi r had been felled
Floated down to a knoll near the blue Mattole, by sheer hunger and faintness compelled.

Well, they’d fasted a week, so each sharpened his beak, 
and searched through the darkness for prey,

And to their surprise they encountered the eyes of two tree voles not far away.
More astonishing yet, and causing upset, also thwarting their instinct to zoom in: 
Th e voles took their ease on the angular knees of a beast unmistakably human.

Th ese owls were not chicks and they’d studied the tricks of this species well known to be wily.
Was this a new study? Each looked at their buddy. Th e human regarded them shyly.

Th ough weary, these owls had got pluck in their bowels, also wit, self-assurance and poise.
And though prospects be dark, be there but a spark, they’d act without panic or noise.

So the owl who was bigger soon marshaled his vigor, saluting the being in that tree:
“What scientist sits in a tree in the mist, with such tasty young voles on their knee?”

“My name it is Rook. Turn around, take a look” said the human, with intake of breath:
 Below they beheld what the chainsaw had felled:  tree corpses moon-frozen in death.

“Th is tree they want too, so a road can push through to reach forests at further locations
But we know such plunder rips planets asunder. I’m here for unborn generations”.

Th e owls, much impressed, now the human addressed: “We’ve just made a strenuous portage      
From habitat natal, where there is a fatal owl nesting and foraging shortage.”

Th e smaller owl, blinking, went on "We’ve been thinking of one generation that begs
To make an appearance. We need to fi nd clearance. To speak more directly, my eggs.

Now, humans get queasy: it makes them uneasy when species like us go extinct
It reminds them that they might soon go the same way and the risk, to be plain, is distinct.

"Our survival’s in doubt, so that gives us some clout. If they locate our nest, they’ll protect it!
We’ll search for a site in a tree that looks right, then build noisily so they detect it.”

Th e owls disappeared, and that day Rook was cheered 
by much squawking and owl exclamation

And soon a small horde of biologists roared to the ridge for site documentation.
And thus was begun a campaign that soon won the allegiance of Doctors of Science:

For if there is hope for our planet, the scope is a great Interspecies Alliance:
Save the owls! Save the trees! Save the whales! Save the 

bees! Save the birthright of fl edgling and child
Leave the venomous breath of the sirens of death and answer the call of the wild!

by Ellen E. Taylorby Ellen E. Taylor
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The explosion of purple urchins following the star-fi sh die off , along 
with kelp loss, has resulted in starving conditions for abalone along 
the Northern California coastline.  Photo: Athena Maguire.

  Kiss Me 

       under the

Hemi-Parasistic 

Aerial Shrub

Clockwise from above: White mistletoe berries. Photo: Farrukh, Flickr CC. Clumps of 
mistletoe occupy an oak tree. Photo: Tom Clifton, Flickr CC. A closeup of mistletoe 
leaves. Photo: Tara Hunt, Flickr CC.

Tom Wheeler
Mistletoe is the horror of many a person at the 

annual Christmas Party. Mistletoe may be associated with 
unwanted advances, but EcoNews readers should also 
know that this weird shrub is fascinating and important.

Mistletoe is a hemi-parasitic plant, meaning that it 
draws some, but not all, of its nutritional requirements 
from its host plant. It attaches to the host plant through 
its haustorium—the root-like structure that penetrates 
into the host’s vascular tissue—to slurp up water and 
sugar. Infections can be so bad that they can kill the 
host tree, either by drawing too much from the host 
plant or outcompeting the foliage of the host, practically 
replacing all of the growth. In most circumstances, 
however, mistletoe adds complexity and diversity 
to our forests. 

Th ere are over 1,300 species of mistletoe worldwide. 
California is home to many native species, including 
the oak mistletoe, American mistletoe, western dwarf 
mistletoe, Douglas fi r dwarf mistletoe, and fi r dwarf 
mistletoe. Some of their names suggest their preferred 
host, others are more generalist, like the American 
mistletoe that can infect ash, alder, oak, willow and 
more. Despite being a numerous and varied species, 
the physical form of mistletoe is generally similar: 
evergreen leaves and white fruit. California is now 
home to some invasive mistletoe as well, including 
the European mistletoe. 

Given that mistletoe co-evolved with the wildlife 
of California, it comes as no surprise that mistletoe 
plays an important role in forest ecosystems. Mistletoe 
brooms provide an excellent structure for nesting birds. 
Th ese include northern spotted owls and marbled 
murrelets, which appear to have a particular fondness 
for the dense foliage—so much so that 90 percent 
of owl nests in Southwest Oregon are reported to 
be in mistletoe.

Although mistletoe is typically 
poisonous to humans, the white 
berries provide food for birds, deer, 
and other mammals. And just because 
it is poisonous doesn’t mean there 
aren’t other uses. Mistletoe has a long 
history as a folk medicine, treating 
everything from infertility to arthritis, 
and there is ongoing research into 
whether the plant may contain 
anti-cancer properties that could 
be isolated.

Birds spread the growth of 
mistletoe. Th e fruit of the mistletoe 
is covered with a sticky substance 
called viscin. Depending on the species 
of bird and mistletoe, the seed may 
either be regurgitated or defecated. 
Th e sticky viscin will cause the seed to 
attach to the branch where it will wait 
until it germinates and the haustorium 
wiggles its way into the bark of the 
tree. Mistletoe is slow growing, as the haustorium 
pulls nutrients from the tree until, after around fi ve 
years, the fi rst leaves emerge.

But not everyone likes mistletoe. Despite its natural 
role in forests, the Forest Service routinely uses mistletoe 
infection as a justifi cation for logging—including 
in old-growth and late-
seral forests—despite the 
important nesting platform 
that dwarf mistletoe 
provides for owls. Timber 
companies hate mistletoe 
because it can stunt the 
growth of trees grown 
for timber. If caught early 
enough, or if someone 
diligently removes the new 
growth, it is possible to 
remove mistletoe from an 
infected tree. Otherwise, 
the only way to remove 
mistletoe is to remove the 
infected branch. 

It is not clear how 
mistletoe came to be 
associated with Christmas. 
The usual  mistletoe 
tradition holds that a man 

can kiss whatever woman stands under the mistletoe, 
and a refusal by the woman would bring bad luck. Th e 
fi rst written record is from famed American author 
Washington Irving, who wrote in 1820, “the mistletoe, 
with its white berries, hung up, to the imminent peril 
of all the pretty housemaids.” 
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NASA, the California Air Resources Board, and 
the California Energy Commission studied methane 
emmission sources over a two year period with a 
plane equipped with a next generation Airborne 
Visible InfraRed Imaging Spectrometer, which allowed 
identifi cation of even small methane plumes that are 
frequently undetected. 

Fifty-fi ve individual point sources were identifi ed as 
super-emitters, contributing about a third of California's 
total methane budget. Th irty landfi lls (out of the 270 
surveyed) contributed 40 percent of the total point-
source emissions detected. 

Th is was the fi rst such attempt to estimate emissions 
for individual sources over time across such an extensive 
area. Th e results will be used to help identify needed 
emissions control improvements.

A total of 550 point sources were identifi ed. 

CA identifies 
Methane Super Emitters

U.S. and European agencies announced the future 
launch of a new satellite mission to study rising global 
sea levels. Th e Sentinel-6/Jason-CS mission, set to last 
10 years, will be the longest running mission of its 
kind—adding to three decades of prior data. 

Th e mission will be comprised of two satellites 
that will be launched fi ve years apart. Th e satellites 
will measure sea level rise down to the millimeter, 
and how fast the rate of rise accelerates. Prior data 
has shown that the world's oceans have been rising 
an average of 3 millimeters per year, but the rate of 
rise has been increasing. 

The first of the two satellites will launch in 
November 2020. 

New Satellite to track 
sea level rise

Plastics in our oceans aren't fl oating out there 
alone. A new study revealed that marine plastics quickly 
become covered in a thin layer of biofi lm, known as 
the Plastisphere, which can aff ect whether they fl oat, 
sink, cause them to break down more quickly, or even 
alter the smell or taste of the plastic. 

Scientists at the Marine Biological Laboratory in 
Woods Hole took samples from a variety of ocean sites 
and discovered diatoms and bacteria in heterogeneously 
mixed colonies from three phyla: Proteobacteria, 
Cyanobacteria, and Bacteriodetes. 

Th e team leader, Linda Amaral-Zettler coined the 
term "Plastisphere" for the biofi lm. 

Bacteria colonies hitchhike 
on marine plastic

A prehistoric puppy was found in melting 
permafrost in the Far East of Russia with its limbs, 
hair, teeth, eyelashes, and whiskers in tact. It is believed 
to be 18,000 years old. 

While a nearly complete genome has been 
sequenced, scientists are still not sure if the pup is a 
dog or a wolf, which presents an intriguing mystery. 
Th e puppy, which has been determined to be a male,  
could be a missing link between prehistoric wolves and 
modern dogs. A third round of genome sequencing 
might provide more clues. 

Global temperature rise due to climate change is 
increasing the rate of permafrost melt, resulting in 
the discovery of more woolly mammoths and other 
prehistoric animals. 

Prehistoric puppy found 
preserved in permafrost

Stanford University researchers have succeeded 
in recording the heart rate of a blue whale in the wild 
for the fi rst time, providing unique insights into its 
biology and evolutionary limits. 

A device containing electronic sensors was attached 
to a whale's left fl ipper using suction cups, which 
recorded its heart rate through electrodes embedded 
in the suction feet. 

Th e data surprisingly show that the lowest heart 
rate, which occurred during foraging dives, was 30 
to 50 times lower than predicted—dropping to an 
incredible low of two beats per minute. Th e heart 
rate increased when surfacing, reaching a high of 25 
to 37 beats per minute. 

Blue whales are the largest animals known to 
exist, possibly because the extreme body size pushes 
the heart to its limits. 

blue whale heart rate 
recorded for first time

While painting cows with stripes to look like zebras 
might seem like nothing more than a silly amusement, 
there apparently is a potential environmental benefi t—
painting stripes on cows could reduce the use 
of pesticides. 

Scientists in Japan have discovered that painting 
white stripes on dark colored cows in a way that 
resembles a zebra reduced attacks by biting fl ies by 
nearly 50 percent, which in turn reduced the need 
for pesticides. Th e polarization of light on black and 
white surfaces impairs the fl ies' perception. 

Irritation and stress from biting fl ies is estimated 
to cost the livestock industry billions each year. 

Painting cows to look 
like zebras?

"Acoustic enrichment" could be an important tool 
in the recovery of coral reefs, according to a recent 
study by an international team of UK and Australian 
scientists. 

Playing recordings of healthy coral reefs, which are 
rich with sound, through loudspeakers under water 
near degraded reefs can attract young fi sh to the area.  
Th e study found that areas playing healthy reef sounds 
attracted twice as many young fi sh as silent reefs, and 
also increased the number of species by 50 percent. 

Sound can help recovery 
of coral reefs
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CROP, IERC, Forest Service LEI, and reporters at the end of a trespass 
grow site tour in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. From back left: 
Eric Westervelt (NPR Reporter), Mourad Gabriel (IERC Co-Director), 
Joe Navatri (FS Pacifi c SW Region Public Relations Director), Rich 
McIntyre (CROP Director), Kevin Mayer (FS Assistant Special Agent 
in ChargePacifi c SW Region), Ivan Medel (IERC Associate Ecologist), 
Adam Cummings (FS/Orise Fellow), Jessie Bunkley (IERC Associate 
Ecologist). Front: Annie Lowrey (The Atlantic Reporter), Greta 
Wengert (IERC Co-Director), Jackee Riccio (CROP Regional Field 
Director), Suzette Riley (C+C General Manager). 
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...120 million acres when he signed an executive 
order to allow off shore oil drilling in the Arctic Ocean.  
Judge Gleason’s decision restores a ban on drilling in 
most of the U.S.-controlled Arctic Ocean. Earthjustice 
attorney Erik Grafe said in a statement reported by 
the Associated Press, “The president cannot just 
trample on the constitution to do the bidding of his 
cronies in the fossil fuel industry at the expense of our 
oceans, wildlife and climate.”  Congressman Huff man 
introduced a bill to permanently ban drilling in the 
U.S. Arctic Ocean as well as most of the U.S.  Pacifi c 
and Atlantic coasts. Th ese bills have not moved yet.
National Monuments

In another blow to President Trump’s agenda 
to drop protections on public lands, Federal Judge 
Chutkan ruled against the Justice Department’s motion 
to dismiss lawsuits that challenge the controversial 
reductions in acreage in both Bears Ears National 
Monument and Grand Staircase-Escalante National 
Monument, both in Utah. Unfortunately, this is a 
temporary success while the lawsuits proceed. 

...generation anticoagulant 
rodenticides have arguably 
impacted more species 
than any other pesticide 
found at these sites. Th ese 
rodenticides not only poison 
rodents, but also many non-
target species of wildlife, 
including ESA-listed and 
candidate species such as 
the northern spotted owl 
and Pacifi c fi shers. According 
to peer-reviewed research, 
over 80 percent of Pacifi c 
fi shers now test positive for 
rodenticides. Dr. Mourad 
Gabriel, co-director of IERC 
states, “In fi shers, there is 
an in-utero transfer, and a 
mother’s milk transfer as 
well,” regarding rodenticide 
poisoning of fi shers. So, it’s 
not just bioaccumulating through the food web—it’s 
also multi-generational. 

Before CROP, there was no bi-partisan eff ort 
or political will to remove trespass grows from the 
landscape. After two years of meetings and listening to 
communities and scientists, CROP is now spearheading 
a state and national eff ort to secure state and federal 
resources to reclaim trespass grows on National Forests, 
increase Forest Service law enforcement and overall 
presence in National Forests, and educate the public 
on the dangers of ingesting unregulated cannabis. 

CROP is directed by an Advisory Board, which 
includes the Northcoast Environmental Center, other 
environmental organizations, state and federal agencies, 
local offi  cials, tribes, scientists, and the legal cannabis 
industry. CROP is fi ghting on behalf of California’s 
wildlife, users of public lands, and downstream 
communities long plagued by trespass grows. To 
learn more about CROP, or how to contribute, please 
visit www.cropproject.org.
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