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Well, here it is - 2020. We’re still
on the lookout for the prophesized
flying cars and robot servants, but for
right now we’ll stay focused on things
that are actually happening around
the Center.

Long-Awaited Forest Planning
Process Begins

Region Five of the Northwest
Forest Service has announced that
it will begin the scoping process for
its Land and Resource Management
Plans for four Northwest California
forests - Klamath, Mendicino, ShastaTrinity, Six Rivers and the California
portions of the Rogue River - Siskiyou
National Forests. That would cover
just under six million acres of public
land in Northwest California. This is
a very important process because all
activities that will take place in these
forests will be governed exclusively
for the next 15-20 years by these
management plans. A worrisome
indication of what this process could
look like are the recent management
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plans that were developed for the
Sequoia, Sierra and Inyo National
Forests in Central California. The
plans fell well short of protecting
the valuable resources contained
in these national forests. “Scary”
and “ugly” was how local activists
described the plan and the public
process. A coalition of environmental
groups is forming, including regional,
national and most importantly
local environmental groups like
your NEC. The last time that we
all engaged in the forest planning
process was in the early ‘90s and it
took a herculean effort, lots of time
and money, and years of engagement.
This is an enormous task that we’ll be
undertaking.

Forest Wide Fuels and Fire
Project

The Six Rivers National Forest
has announced the beginning of
scoping as required by the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
of its Six Rivers Hazardous Fuels
and Fire Management Project. It
will involve a series of vegetative
hazardous fuels reduction and fire
management treatments across
the forest targeting shrub fields,
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woodlands and small trees with
stems less than 12 inches in
diameter, authorized by one
federal decision. The Forest
Service anticipates preparing a
decision memo using categorical
exclusion (CE) Category 6:
Timber stand and/or wildlife
habitat improvement activities
that do not include the use of
herbicides or do not require
more than 1 mile of low
standard road construction.
Examples include but are not
limited to: (ii) … brush control
… to reduce fire hazard …;
(iii) Prescribed burning to control
understory hardwoods …; and (iv)
Prescribed burning to reduce natural
fuel build-up and improve plant
vigor (36 CFR 220.6(e)(6)). This is a
very large project for a Categorical
Exclusion (CE) and the NEC will be
monitoring this, along with EPIC and
S.A.F.E.

Board of Supervisors Election

Unlike election primaries of the
past, this one takes place on March
3, which is coming quickly. Three
supervisorial districts are up for
election. District 3 only has the
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incumbent, Mike Wilson, running,
so that one is settled. The other
two districts have contests. District
1 has the incumbent Rex Bohn
versus challenger Clif Berkowitz. In
District 2, the field is much bigger.
The incumbent Estelle Fennell is
being challenged by four candidates:
Michelle Bushnell, Sean DeVries,
Rick French, and Michael McKaskle.
There have been and will be debates
and public forums leading up to
the March 3 election. If you live in
these districts, get informed. To
read statements from some of the
candidates, see page 13.
Continued

NEC Member Groups
Humboldt Baykeeper

www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club, North Group,
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon
Society
www.rras.org

Friends of the Eel River
www.eelriver.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection
Information Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

NEC Affiliate Members
Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

Coalition for Responsible Transportation
Priorities www.transportationpriorities.org

News from the Center
Continued from prior page
Your Watchdog

Our ability to monitor many of the items discussed
here wouldn’t be possible without the help of our
supporters. The outpouring of financial support we
received from you in 2019 was very inspiring. We
also held two successful fundraisers and were able to
end the year in the black.

Exciting New Addition to the NEC

We’d like to welcome the very talented community
organizer Caroline Griffith to the NEC staff as the
EcoNews Coordinator & Journalist. Caroline will
be attending various meetings and notifying our
members of any important action opportunities or
decisions while coordinating all the varying aspects
of EcoNews. She’ll be assisted by Chelsea Pulliam,
our current Administrative Assistant and Outreach
Coordinator who will be stepping up to perform all
graphics and layout needs with EcoNews. This first
issue we’ve tried to stick to the tried and true format
that we have. In upcoming issues, this new team will
be implementing new ideas as warranted. Please see
Caroline’s introduction on page 5.

Open House

Thanks to all for attending our Open House. It was
great to see so many faces and hear what you’d like
us to work on. Also, big thanks to all who purchased
Winter Vacation Raffle tickets and congrats to the
lucky winners. We really appreciate the support of
the businesses who donated: Humboldt Bay Social
Club, Requa Inn, Blue Lake Casino, Benbow Historic
Inn, Lady Anne Victorian Inn, 511 Restaurant and
Finnish Country Sauna & Tubs.

6th Annual Tim McKay Birdathon

Bird lovers! Now is the time to mark your
calendars for the Sixth Annual “Tim McKay
Birdathon”. While the start date isn’t until May, now
is the time to start forming your team and soliciting
donations. This is a fun event that helps get people
out in the field, enjoying our beautiful surroundings
and remembering why it’s so important to protect
our valuable resources. Proceeds from the Birdathon
are split between Redwood Region Audubon Society
and the NEC, so two great organizations benefit
from you spending a day out in the field, having fun
counting birds. If you’re not a birder but would like
to sponsor one, please contact the NEC office.

Letters to EcoNews
Letters should be 300 words or less, be
relevant to EcoNews readers and material
covered in EcoNews, and must include the
writer’s address and phone number.
Letters may be edited and shortened
for space. The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted
material for any reason (size, content, writing style, etc.).

Send to caroline@yournec.org

The NEC is looking for help with some
projects! We Need:
1 - a sidewalk sandwich board renovated
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(sand and paint)

2 - a display case made for our cigarette salmon
Interested in helping? Contact us at 707-822-6918
Bouquets of
gratitude
to groups,
businesses, and
individuals who deserve special thanks!

Spring Dinner & Dance - March 7

Bouquets of eternal gratitude to Morgan
Corviday for all her environmental passion
and amazing artistic and editorial work
on EcoNews these past 9 years! We wish
her the best as she focuses on her graphic
design business.

Join us for our fourth Annual Spring Dinner &
Dance, which will be Saturday, March 7th at Bayside
Community Hall. Musical talent Kingfoot will be
providing the heel kicking dance music and tickets
are available online and at the office. We’re switching
up the menu this year with an amazing baked potato
bar - complete with a variety of toppings for any
kind of fully loaded baked potato you can imagine vegan, vegetarian and gluten-free friendly! We’ll have
an eclectic mix of items in our silent auction, so be
sure to get your tickets early! We’re also looking for
volunteers to help during the day and items for the
silent auction. Contact the office if you’re interested!

Thanks to all who donated new or gently
used water bottles for the Raven Project!
Together we’ve supplied them with over
60 water bottles. If each of those bottles is
used at least 200 times, that will save 12,000
plastic bottles from entering the landfill!
Thanks to sewing and upcycling master
Rebecca for creating curtains for our office
storage area using upcycled
materials.

Check out our

Volunteer
Spotlight
on page 15
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2019 Donors

Many thanks to all our supporters in 2019.
As we head into our 49th year, we are grateful
for so many friends and allies. From all of
us at the NEC, thank you so much for your
support in protecting our wondrous North
Coast and all of its inhabitants!

Paul & Margaret Abels
Alicia Adrian
Dave and Leah Alcyon
Tom & Katy (Catherine)
Allen
Carol & Ken Ampel
Sandy Andersen
Ann Anderson
Charles & Leslie S
Anderson
Clifford Anderson
Gary & Janice Anderson
Gordon Anderson
Stefanie Anderson
Louise & Anthony
Andreoli
Karen Angel
Charlie Solo & Sandra
Antonson
Heidi Woog & Thomas
Archie Jr.
Chip Sharpe & Celestine
Armenta
James Aven
William Ayers
Carolyn Ayres
Mark & Melinda Bailey
Linda M. Barker
Susan K. Barnstein
Bob Battagin
Stacy Becker
Robert Behrstock
Debby Bender
James & Susan Bentz
Jan Weydemeyer & Ken
Berg
Robert Berg
Robert Weinner & Emelia
Berol
John and Carmen Bigbee
Kimberly Tays & Stanley
Binnie
Blue Dolphin CO.
Kathleen Boivin
James & Joan Boulden
Susan & Joseph Bower
Mark Bowers
Renay Radniecki & Bill
Bowman
Steve & Suzanna Bowser
Milton J. Boyd, Ph.D.
Scott & Lucinda Bradshaw
Carol Brant
John R. & Nancy A.
Bridenbaugh
John & Barbara Brimlow
Diane Brown
Arlene Broyles
Geba Greenburg & Petey
Brucker
Melinda Brunner
Tom Buoye

Bureau of Land
Management
Suzanne & Rusty (Russell)
Burke
Karpani (Barbara) Burns
George & Kathy Burtchett
Kenneth Burton
Cafe Mokka & Finnish
Country Sauna & Tubs
Geoffrey & Mary Caldwell
Californians for
Alternatives to Toxics
Bruce Campbell
Lina Carro
Charles Chamberlin
Rodney Rowan Chandler
Robert & Laura Chapman
Serrina Chapman
Cindy & Wesley Chesbro
Bernadette Cheyne
Robert Childs
Marilyn Foote & John
Christianson
Thomas J. Clark
Marsha Clearwalker
Coast Central Credit Union
Coast Seafoods Company
Christopher Cole
Gregory & Carol Conners
Ann Constantino
Gail Coonen
Sarah Lauderdale & Curt
Cooper
Nancy and Michael Cox
John Crater
Carol Toffaleti & Bill Croft
Michael Curran
E.M. Zsa Zsa Dallenbach
Robert Fox Davey
Charles & Shelton Davison
Chandler & Paula Dawson
Joan Delmonte
Mike Diggles
Jeff Dillion
Louis N Dolbeare
Kathryn Donahue
Shawn Donnille
Rocky Drill
Jaffa Dugan Wahlberg
Susan N. Dunn
Sam Earnshaw
Susan Edwards
Neil Palmer & Janelle
Egger
Diana Jacobs and Rick
Elefant
Joy Hardin & James
Elferdink
James Elliott
Mark G Ellis
Richard Engel

David & Patty Epstein
Karen Erickson
Ward Estelle III
Bob Evanhoe
Steven Evans
Julie Evens
Markay Everett
Wendy Rowan & Ben
Fairless
Gayle Garman & Gary
Falxa
Valerie Raymond & John
Falxa
Bob & Virginia Felter
Anonymous Fidelity
Charitable
Colin Fiske
Max Fletcher
Cynthia Folkmann
Hilary Folkmann
Holly Romine & Forest
Redwood
Joanne & Robert Fornes
Jon D. & Cynthia J.
Forsyth
Rex Frankel
Mara Friedman
Janis & Gary Friedrichsen
RL & JE Friedrichsen
Merldene Friel
Friends of Del Norte
Barbara & Robert
Froehlich
Margaret Nulsen & Chris
Frolking
Sara & Daniel Frost
Linda M. & John M. Gaffin
Genia Garibaldi
Lydia Garvey
James & Thea Gast
Robert Gearheart
Hal & Margot Genger
David & Kerry Gibbs
Don & Sharon Gillespie
Patsy Givins
Alan Godley
Steve Gompertz
Marvin Goss
Marie Granshaw
Eric & Joan Grantz
Green Diamond Resource
Company
Michael & Jeanice Gross
Sallie Grover
Daniel & Claire Grunbaum
R. J. Gutierrez
Susan Haase
Hilary Hacker
Melody & Gerald
Hamilton
Robin Hamlin
Karen & David Hammer
Mary Susan Hansen
Hal & Wendy Harden
Betsy Harrell
Lisa Palermo and John
Harris
Ginni Hassrick
Robert & Elisabeth
Hawthorne
Chris & Robin Haynes
Ward Headstrom
John Sacklin & Mary
Hektner
John & Laura Hennings

Sarah Herbelin
Steven Herman
Jonathan Hill
Sandra Hill
Shirley M. Hillman
Bart Hinesly
Judith Hinman
Cynthia Savage & Stanley
Hino
Tom & Kathy Hinz
Sarah Hobart
Jeff & Zina Hogue
Louis Hoiland
Lisa Hoover
Kenneth H. Houldsworth
Lynda Hughes
Humboldt Area
Foundation
Stanton Hunter
Susan Huntress
Impact Assets
Peter Stroud & Karen
Ingels
Richard Ballew & Iris Ruiz
Karen Isa
Bernadette Webster &
Jack Glick
Alan & Jean Jackman
Jeff Jacobsen
Susan K. Jacobsen
Joe James
Ron & Melanie Johnson
Steve & Lynn Jones
Ronalda & Daniel Jordan
Gary Grounds & Victoria
Joyce
Brian & Laura Julian
Larry L. Karsteadt
Pam Kaufhold
James A. Kealey
Elyse Kelley
Barbara & Paul Kelly
Susan Cashman & Harvey
M. Kelsey
Gail & Bryce Kenny
Doug Kent
Bruce & Pam Kessler
Jim & Dee Keyser
Lucille Kibbee
Ann King Smith
Jeffrey Hoffman &
Stephanie KingHoffman
Stephanie Klein
Marla Knight
Craig and Marianne Knox
Leon & Kathryn Kos
Charles Krull
Ron & Melanie Kuhnel
Cherry LaForge
Kathy & Dick Laforge
Michele Olsen & Roland
Lamberson
Dorothey Lancaster
Kate & Chuck Lancaster
Larry & Jeanine Lancaster
Andy Lane
Barbara Lane
Lynn Inouye & Mark
Langner
Charlene Lantelme
Stan & Patricia Larson
Kurt Lauer
Laurie Lawrence

Laura Lazzarotto
Steve & Maralynn Leddy
David Ledger
Ali Lee
David Thomas & Karyn
Lee-Thomas
Carolyn & Peter Lehman
Keith & Gail Lester
Marilyn & Nick Letsos
Cecelia & Margaret Lewis
Janet & John Lewis
Shawnee Alexandri &
Tryphena Lewis
Ann Lindsay
Steven Walters & Cheryl
Lisin
Byrd Lochtie
Jacques Gagne & Kristine
Long
John & Judith Longshore
Los Bagles
Michael & Kari Love
Mary M. & L. Alan Lowry
Eve Lubowe
Stephen Kamelgarn &
Debra MacQueen
Moonlight Macumber
Alan Wolski & Mary Ann
Madej
Damon Maguire
Paul Blank & Annette
Makino
Linnea Mandell
Lynne Manget Conway
Louise Mariana
Debbie Marshall
Melissa A. Martel
Anne Mason
Jacqueline McCauley
Gerald Drucker & Lynda
McDevitt
W.G. & Cyanne
McElhinney
Gerald W McGee
Robert McLaughlin
Tom & Catherine McNally
Steven McSkimming
Ronnie Melin
Lois Mellert
Pam Mendelsohn
Randal Mendosa
Carlene & Peter Mennen
Gerald & Barbara Meral
John Mertes
Lorraine Dillon & Mike
Metro
Audrey Miller
David Kiel & Amey Miller
Jack & Christina Miller
Larry & Pam Miller
Ron & Jill Miller
Lorraine Miller-Wolf
Mark Mills-Thysen
Mike & Jane Minor
Charles Minton
Richard Jay Moller
Redwoods Abbey
Cistercian Monastery
Robin Montgomery
Beth & Clarke Moore
James & Sue Moore
Bob Morris
Dan and Susan Moskaly

Archie & Sue Mossman
Caroline & David Moyer
Karen Mueller
Helen Mulligan
Sherilyn Munger
Janice Murayama
Wanda Naylor
Margot & Chris Neamtzu
Joyce Hough & Fred
Neighbor
Hassanah Nelson
Gregory & Rene Nesty
Karen & Thomas Newton
Anne Nicksic
Cary Frazee & Stephen
Nielson
Syn-Dee & Earl Noel
Mary Normandia
North Group Sierra Club
Laurel & Scott North
Susan O’Connor
Wolfgang Oesterreich
Julie Ohnemus
Felicia Oldfather, Trust
John & Kristine Onstine
Carolyn Ortenburger
Papa & Barkley Labs
David Baraconi & Joanne
Parkhurst
Annette Parsons
Patterson/Conners
Insurance
Bob & Bonita Peck
Richard L. Pederson
Claire and Eugene
Perricelli
Tom and Barbara Peters
John & Jackie Petersen
Gordon Pfeffer
Jeanne Pfeiffer
Jesse Blacksmith & Sharon
J. Phillips
Ralph & Tecla Pierotti
Pierson Building Center
Virginia Plambeck
Gail Popham
Jennifer Poser
Marna Powell
Catherine (Kay) Sennott &
Dale Preston
Leslie Price
Mark Pringle
Barbara Cline & Geoffrey
Proust
Thomas Quetchenbach
Kathleen Imfeld & April
Quigley
Kathryn Radke & John
Williams
Dan Raleigh
Carol & CJ Ralph
Terry Raymer
Mark Rebelo
Blythe Reis
Barbara Reisman
Stephanie Reynolds
Howie Freiman & Barbara
Rich
Richard Ridenhour
Michael Rizza
Susan Roberts
Laurie Totaro & William E.
Rodstrom

Continued on next page

Continued from
prior page
Erica Upton & Terry
Roelofs
Larry Rogers
Gisela & Jerry Rohde
Lisa Nash & Richard
Romano, M.D.
Tara (Sandra) Root
Catherine Rose
Greg & Linda Rose
Lauri Rose
Dianne Rosser
Herb Roth
Robert Rottenberg
Jan Rowen
James Rusconi
Jeff Russell
Robert A. Rutemoeller
Lynn Ryan
Diane Ryerson
Gil & Mediha Saliba
Richard Salzman
Samara Restoration
Craig Sandberg
The Sanders-Raigosa
Family
Sandy Bar Ranch
Jerry Sattinger
John & Nhu-Quynh
Schafer
Richard Scheinman
Erich Schimps
Theo Janis Schleunes
Larry Schlussler
Mary Schroeder
Kimberley Pittman-Schulz
& Terry Schulz
Schwab Charitable
HWR Engineering &
Science
Dan Sealy
Susan M Shalit
Sylvia Shaw
Randy Sherer
Mart and Laura Shilts
John and Rebecca
Shockley
Hannah Siegel
Glenn Siegfried
Simeon Simply Macintosh
Emily Sinkhorn
Bruce Slightom
Dr. James P. Smith Jr.
Oona Marie Smith
Paloma
Justin Smith
Patricia Smith
Soilscape Solutions
Robert Steeck
Trish M. Stefanik
Ernie Stegeman
James S Steinberg
Melissa & Christian
Stepien
Judith Stern
Nancy Stevens
Anna & Mark Stewart
Alexandra Stillman
Margaret Stofsky
John Stokes

Richard J. & Barbara
Storm
Terry & Gary Strachan
John & Jennifer Sullivan
Scott Sway
Ronald Quaccia & Andrea
Tarantino
Barbara Taylor
Ellen Taylor
Janis Taylor
Jarmila Temelova
Jim Test
Dennis Therry
Ronald & Donna
Thompson
Jeff and Lynne Todoroff
Motoko Tokuda
Larry Tracey
Kathy Travers
Gina Treadman
Georgia Trehey
Lydia Trinca
Steen & Tami Trump
Susan Eigenbrodt & Carl
Tuck
Michael Turner
Joe Tyburczy
Karen & Stephen
Underwood
Carol Vander Meer
Steve Verchinski
Don and Trudi Walker
Winifred A. Walker
Ann Wallace
Ali Ware
Anthony & Nancy Wareika
James & Virginia Waters
Kerry & Garrett Watty
Ollie Weber
Elaine J. Weinreb
Michael Welch
Bob & Lynne Wells
Hart Welsh, Jr.
Carol West
Richard & Susan Whaley
Katherine White
Arnold Whitridge
Lawrence & Ann Wieland
Donna Wildearth
Alan & Barbara Wilkinson
Howard Williams
Kirk Williams
Sally Williams
Jane Wilson Wilson Family
Trust
Karen Wilson
Mary Wilson
Patricia-Anne & George
WinterSun
Rosada Martin & Joe Wolf
Robin & Leonard Wolff
Robert Lockett &
Adrienne Wolf-Lockett
Elvera Wolverton
Mark Youdall
Margaret Kettunen Zegart
Gretchen Ziegler
George Ziminsky
Jim Zoellick

2019 Monthly Donors
Eric & Mary Almquist
Florin Barnhart
Chris & Richard Beresford
Pat Bitton
Larry Blakely
Daryl & Phyllis Chinn
Jim & Donna Clark
Suzanne & Neal Crothers
Kristine Diamond
Randy Carrico & Deborah
Dukes
James (Jim) Froland
Corinne Frugoni
Gary and Christine Garcia
Manette & Philip Gerstle
Don & Melinda Groom
Susan Halpin
Nancy Ihara
Jeffery Johnson
Lynn & Steven Jones

Steve & Lynn Jones
Guy & Cindy Kuttner
Ali Lee
Jonathan Lee
Don Barry & Sarah
Maninger
Tim & Mable Mansfield
Jeanne Pendergast
Jude Power
Carol & CJ Ralph
Nancy Reichard
Carol Scher
Les & Carol Scher
Margaret & Mark Shaffer
Nancy Stephenson
Scott Sway
Daniel Wassenaar
Alan & Barbara Wilkinson
Carol Woods

Thank You!
2019 Zero Waste Coastal
Cleanup Day Sponsors

Invest
in the Future
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nec@yournec.org

Greetings from your New EcoNews Reporter:
Caroline Griffith

The

EcoNews Report Report

Here’s a selection of some recent
EcoNews Reports:

Wiyot Tribal Members and
Employees Talk Terra-Gen
December 7, 2019 – The Green
Gang talks with Cheryl Seidner
(Cultural Liaison, Wiyot Tribe), Adam
Kanter (Natural Resource Specialist,
Wiyot Tribe) and Corinne Alton
(Wiyot Tribal member) about the
proposed Terra-Gen wind farm
project along two ridges in the Eel
River Valley.

Poet Jerry Martien Helps Soothe Your Soul this
Solstice

Caroline Griffith, the new EcoNews Coordinator and Journalist, upset about the lack of benches in the Eureka Gazebo.

Caroline Griffith, EcoNews Journalist
Martin Luther King said, “It really boils down to
this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in
an inescapable network of mutuality, tied into a single
garment of destiny.” I take these words, from the man
who was an inspiration to the environmental justice
movement, very much to heart in all that I do and am
honored to be able to apply them to my work here at
EcoNews.
As an environmental justice advocate, nature
lover, cyclist, zero-waste aspirant and public meeting
enthusiast, I am excited for the opportunity to bring
all of these passions together as your new EcoNews
Journalist. Just as all life on earth is interconnected and
humanity’s chances for survival are woven together with
those of the Pacific fisher and the Salmon Mountains
wakerobin, I see the various aspects of the environmental
movement not as individual efforts, but as strands of
the rope with which we’ll pull ourselves into a just
and sustainable future. Individually, none of these
strands is strong enough to save us. But, luckily,
none of those strands, most of which are represented
by the issues and groups found in the pages of this
paper, exist independently of the others. Forest policy
is connected to transportation. Transportation is
connected to energy policy and resource extraction,
which are both connected to plastics reduction, which
is connected to the health of our bay, all of which are
connected to the fight against climate change. We’re
all in this together.
The success of all of our efforts is dependant upon
a well-informed, educated populace that is ready to
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take meaningful action. That’s where I come in. My
mission is to help educate you about decisions that
are being made in our community and inspire you to
action. Now more than ever, we need to realize our
power and take action to change the trajectory of our
culture. I look forward to embarking on this mission
with you. You can help by letting me know what is
happening in your community at caroline@yournec.
org. Like I said, we’re all in this together.

December 21, 2019 -- In this week’s episode, we have
a treat for the holiday season. Poet Jerry Martien joins
the Green Gang in the studio to read poetry inspired by
the natural landscapes of Humboldt County. If you have
never heard Jerry read his poetry before, you are in for
a treat, as Jerry’s sonorous voice and crisp lyrical poetry
inspires and soothes the soul.

The State of Play on the Eel River
December 28, 2019 -- The Green Gang talks with Darren
Mierau, North Coast Regional Director of Caltrout, about
the state of play of dam removal on the upper Eel River.

Are Humboldt Bay King Tides a Harbinger of
Sea Level Rise?
January 4, 2020 -- You may have noticed it: the bay seems
particularly high this time of year. The extreme high tides
of winter have a name: King Tides. And they can help
illustrate the effects of rising sea levels.
Volunteers are needed to document the high tides and
the way sea level rise will impact our bay. Sign up for the
Humboldt Bay King Tides Photo Initiative! See Page 14.

How Does Our Electric Grid Actually Work?

Every Saturday
10:00am
KHUM 104.3FM
Links for later listening will be posted to

www.yournec.org/econews-report
www.yournec.org

January 11, 2020 -- With the recent power shutoffs and
the proposed Humboldt Wind Project (RIP), our energy
infrastructure has received considerable attention lately.
But just how the heck does it work?
In this week’s episode, the Green Gang learns how our
grid actually works from Matthew Marshall, executive
director of the Redwood Coast Energy Authority. What
you learn may shock you.

Thanks to KHUM & Lost Coast Outpost!

tune
in
Feb/Mar 2020

EcoNews

Arcata Takes Action to Reduce
Single Use Plastics
City of Arcata
Proposed Single-use Foodware
Reduction Ordinance Factsheet

Margaret Gainer, Zero Waste Humboldt
Every day, Redwood Coast residents and visitors
throw away tons of plastic — food and beverage
containers, lids, plates, bags, utensils, straws, singlecondiment containers, transport packaging, and more.
It’s time to move beyond single-use plastic.
Zero Waste Humboldt has long promoted waste
prevention and reuse alternatives to single use plastics
(SUP) among Humboldt’s local governments, schools,
manufacturers and especially food-serving businesses.
We are pleased to see the increase in public awareness
and gradual lifestyle changes, innovation in business
operations, and local governments’ role in reducing
waste.
The real solution to stem the tide of plastics is in
prevention – consumer activism to reduce the purchase
of single use plastic products and packaging, and
local, state, and federal legislation to require plastics
manufacturers to be responsible for manufacturing
pollution and post-consumer waste. California’s SB
54 and AB 1080, the proposed “Circular Economy

and Plastic Pollution Reduction Act,” will be coming
easily compostable. At a Tuesday, January 21, 2020
a special meeting of Arcata City Council, several
up for a final vote in the California legislature in the
exemptions, discussion points, and how the SUP
next few months.
The City of Arcata will soon join the ranks of
Foodware Reduction Ordinance will be implemented
hundreds of U.S. cities with ordinances to reduce
were discussed. One additional hearing will be necessary
single use plastics (SUP) in the waste they generate.
to finalize the amendments to the Municipal Code.
Humboldt climate change activists and consumers
Following the success of the City’s 2015 prohibition
of use and distribution of Styrofoam, Arcata City
concerned about the environmental damage caused
Council directed staff to develop an amendment to
by single use plastics have a growing sense of urgency.
this ordinance to include:
A large turnout supported the Council’s approval of
1. All single use disposable foodware must be
this ordinance and celebrated its passage for Arcata.
fiber-based and readily decompostable.
Update on Page 22
2. Accessory disposable foodware
At-A-Glance Single Use Plastic Reduction Ordinance. Photo: City of Arcata.
items must be provided only
Fiber-based
upon request.
Reusable
Plastic Foodware
Compostable
3. Businesses must use reusable
Foodware
(#1-7)
Foodware
foodware for on-site dining.
4. Businesses must charge
customers a fee for single
use disposable foodware.
The intention of the proposed
ordinance amendment is to eliminate
distribution and use of disposable
foodware that is not reusable and not

But What About the Rain?
As a community, we need to start working on ways
to make biking and walking in the rain more comfortable,
convenient and affordable. From providing more
covered bike parking and bus shelters to subsidizing
winter gear for folks with lower incomes, there’s a lot
we can do. We need to start now.

Colin Fiske, Executive Director
When you talk to residents of the North Coast
about walking and biking this time of year, a common
refrain goes something like this: “Sure, I’d walk or bike
sometimes instead of taking the car—but I can’t do
that in the rain!” If you’ve had that thought, or talked
to people who did, here are a few things to consider.
First, walking and biking in the rain can actually
be quite comfortable, even pleasant, if you have highquality rain gear. This gear can be expensive, and
some in our community can’t afford it. But when
you consider the full costs of owning and operating
a car, the price of even the most expensive rain gear
is trivial in comparison.
Second, it’s important to remember that a lot
of people don’t have a choice about their mode of
transportation. Many households on the North Coast
don’t have access to a car, usually because they can’t
afford one. These folks are still walking, biking and
taking the bus wherever they need to go—including

EcoNews Feb/Mar 2020

Bicycles on a rainy day. Creative Commons, Wikimedia Images.

in the rain, the wind and the cold.
Finally, we can’t forget that we’re in a climate
crisis. That means that our future weather won’t be the
same as the weather today. But whatever the weather,
we have only a decade or so to dramatically reduce
how much we drive if we’re going to avoid the most
catastrophic changes. Driving is the biggest source of
greenhouse gas emissions locally (see page 19), and
we won’t bring those emissions down fast enough or
far enough if we stay in our cars half the year.
www.yournec.org

www.transportationpriorities.org/subscribe-to-the-collector

or email colin@transportationpriorities.org
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The Environmental Protection
Information Center

ep c

A Decade in Review
Tom Wheeler, Executive Director

state law, and the federal U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has proposed listing
the species under federal law.

It has been a tumultuous decade with a
lot of changes and shifting of winds in the
environmental world. As an environmental
community, we all have taken hits but we
have fought back with tenacity, strength,
and determination to continue to protect
our habitat. This has meant that we have had
to double-down and retrace steps that we
thought had been laid to rest permanently.
We look forward to this new decade as a
chance to revitalize and make bigger strides
in the protection and restoration of the
incredible ecosystems of our area and the
populations that rely on them.
We were able to accomplish a lot in
the last ten years. Three major highlights
from this decade include:

Pacific Fisher

Protections for the Pacific fisher are
actually two decades in the making. The
Pacific fisher—an equally cute cousin of
the Humboldt marten—is down but not
out. With only two natural populations
left, including one in Northern California,
the Pacific fisher has been a conservation
priority for EPIC.
EPIC first sought federal protections
for the Pacific fisher in 2000 when we
submitted a petition to list the species
under the federal Endangered Species
Act. Two decades and three lawsuits later,
the fisher is remarkably close to achieving
Supporters
of
Richardson
Grove
State
Park
celebrate
two
court
victories
in
2019!
protection. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Richardson Grove
Photo courtesy of James Adam Taylor
is
proposing
to list the Pacific fisher under
For over a decade, EPIC has kept
the
Act,
but
we have been here before.
court have found to be inadequate.)
the bulldozers from harming Richardson
In
2004,
the
Bush
Administration
proposed listing
Where do we stand in 2020? Caltrans won’t let
Grove State Park. In 2010, Caltrans issued its Final
the
species
but
failed
to
do
so,
which
resulted in a
go of the project and has appealed our most recent
Environmental Impact Report for the Richardson
federal court victory to the Ninth Circuit Court of
Grove Operational Improvement Project. The project
Appeals. Will we need to fight the project for another
proposed widening Highway 101 through Richardson
ten years? Who knows! But if we do, EPIC is ready.
Grove State Park to allow for a larger category of truck.
But in doing so, Caltrans would have to cut into the
root system of old growth redwood trees, causing
Humboldt Marten
dieback and death to old-growth redwoods.
The Humboldt marten is a slinky little fuzzball
Stopping this project has not been easy. EPIC has
about the size of a cat that lives in the old-growth
filed 5 lawsuits and—knock on wood—we have been
coastal forests of Oregon and California. A history of
successful in each! (We were given a thankful assist by
overtrapping and habitat destruction has nearly wiped
Caltrans’ poor quality documents, which court after
out the species. The marten is so rare that scientists
once thought it was extinct. In 1996, researchers
rediscovered a population in Six Rivers National
Forest. Now there are four recognized populations,
each small and isolated from each other.
The Pacific Fisher’s fate has been subject to political gains for
In 2010, EPIC filed a petition to list the species
two dedecades. Photo Courtesy of US Fish and Wildlife.
under the Federal Endangered Species Act because
of the precariously small populations and the host
lawsuit. In 2014, the Obama Administration again
of threats—from clearcuts that increase predation
proposed listing the species, but quickly reversed course
of martens by bobcats to rodenticides from trespass
under pressure from the timber industry. Today, the
cannabis grows on public land. In 2015, EPIC filed
agency is once again proposing to list the species...
another petition to list the marten under the California
but now with a list of exemptions that threaten to
Endangered Species Act.
swallow the rule.
Multiple years and multiple lawsuits have brought
We have pressed the government to protect fishers
some good news. In 2018, the California Fish and
for two decades. Will it take two more?
The rare and elusive Humboldt Marten has rarely been captured
Game Commission voted to list the marten under the
on film. Photo courtesy of Mark Linnell, US Forest Service.
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NEXUS

Where human rights, the environment, social justice,
and the economy intersect.

Exploring Ecovillages with Cooperation Humboldt
Tamara McFarland,
Cooperation Humboldt Co-Founder
The average size of a new house in the United States
has doubled since 1960, while the average number of
household members has dropped from 3.3 in 1960
to 2.6 today. As our physical footprint per-capita has
risen, so too have our nation’s carbon emissions and
our rates of social isolation.
One in five US residents report feeling lonely or
socially isolated, and this lack of connection can have
serious effects on physical health, with researchers
reporting that loneliness can be as damaging to health
as smoking 15 cigarettes a day. The US Department of
Health & Human Services reports that “As a force in
shaping our health, medical care pales in comparison
with the circumstances of the communities in which
we live. Few aspects of community are more powerful
than is the degree of connectedness and social support
for individuals.”
At Cooperation Humboldt, we understand
the critical importance of human connection and
interdependence, both for individual quality of life,
and as an important way to transition to a sustainable
and regenerative way of living with one another and
in harmony with the planet. One of the ways we’re
currently working to build the world we need is by
incubating one or more Ecovillages in Humboldt County.

An example of an Ecovillage. Photo: Michael Würfel. Wikipedia.

An Ecovillage is a community with the goal of
becoming more socially, culturally, economically,
and ecologically sustainable. The idea is to create
living arrangements that have a positive, regenerative
impact on the natural environment through ethical
sourcing of building materials, physical construction
and design, and behavior choices.
The Ecovillages we envision will foster mutual
support and meet residents’ inherent needs for
autonomy and connection with the natural world.
They will also provide important economic benefits
to residents by empowering them to build equity if
desired, and to participate in a democratic process
to help make decisions on the issues that affect their
lives and housing.
With support from Cooperation Humboldt, we
expect that each Ecovillage will be designed by a group
of potential residents who would likely coalesce around
some kind of theme or shared interest — permaculture,
arts/culture, folks with young kids, etc. Over time,

we envision creating a local network of
ecovillages, each with its own theme and
culture.
Each Ecovillage will include features
like renewable energy, water catchment,
grey water, and edible landscapes - but
beyond that, each village is likely to end
up looking quite different. Some could be
more urban, while others may be more rural;
some villages will be made up of completely
separate fully featured homes, while others
will include tiny homes with larger central
shared facilities (or any number of other
combinations of physical features).
Because the specifics around our first
project will depend so much on who is
going to live there and what their skills
and passions are, we are now in a process
to convene one or more groups of folks
who would actually want to live in the first
Ecovillage. Cooperation Humboldt will offer resources,
support, and capitalization, and we require direct
participation now from future residents so that we
can build this first ecovillage to fit their needs and
aspirations.
If you’d like to learn more or join us in this process,
please visit cooperationhumboldt.org/ecovillage.

PureWaterSpas

3750 Broadway | 707.444.8001 | jaysooter.com

VIOLET-GREEN
WINERY

SYRAH - MERLOT
PETITE SIRAH
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
ULTRAVIOLET
Celebrating 16 years of making fine wines for our community

Locally Owned & Operated

707.445.8679 www.violetgreenwinery.com
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Kin to the Earth: Cheryl Seidner
From Tuluwat to Tsakiyuwit and Beyond

Tribe first started working to the
Adam Canter, Wiyot Tribe
get the island back, she replied,
Natural Resource Specialist
“The day after the massacre:
It was a gray and cold fall day in the
Feb. 27, 1860. That’s when we
lower Eel River Valley, or Wiyat as it was
started. It may not have come
known in the language of the people that
around to everybody’s mind
have called the greater Humboldt Bay
easily, but I think it’s in our DNA
area home since time immemorial. The
to have it back. That’s where we
rejuvenating rain and wind had held off
belong; that’s where our dances
for the time being, as a group of around
belong.”(www.northcoastjournal.
two hundred folks marched from Eagle
com/070104/cover0701.html)
Prairie (now Rio Dell) across the Eel
Cheryl’s memories of her
River bridge to Scotia (tokēnēwolok),
parents and early family life on
in hopes of drawing attention to, and
Table Bluff bring out a glow in
stopping, a development project that
her face and clearly shaped her
would desecrate a Wiyot sacred site at
sense of stewardship for the
Tsakiyuwit (Bear River Ridge).
Earth and her hardworking,
Marching with my four and sevenhumble, and kind personality.
year old daughters, their excitement
As she mentioned to me once
billowed over when we reached the
that her childhood with her sister
Winema Theatre, its warm redwood
Leona, “were the best of times.”
illuminated with the even warmer energy
Cheryl also remembers
of the crowd that had assembled that
in
the
early 1970’s when her
day. As the kids (and adults) grabbed
uncle,
Albert James , first
sprinkled doughnuts and hot cocoa, I
suggested
that the Tribe push
looked up to see the humble and wise
to
get
Tuluwat
back, part of the
presence of Wiyot elder and cultural
larger
fi
ght
at
the time to get
liaison, Cheryl Seidner, enter the theatre.
back
tribal
status,
which was
It was immediately apparent that this Cheryl Seidner speaking at the Terra-Gen Board of Supervisors Public Hearing. Photo Credit: Andrew Goff
stripped
away
by
the
California
was a women that was well-loved and
the
Tribe’s
newsletter
and
through
email.
Needless
to
Rancheria
Termination
Acts of
respected by the diverse and larger group
say,
I
didn’t
quite
get
the
response
that
I
was
hoping
the
late
1950’s.
In
1981,
the
Wiyot
at
Table
Bluff
were
present, as folks shared hugs and cleared the path for
for,
as
my
requests
went
unanswered.
Until
one
day,
one
of
the
fi
rst
reservations
to
get
their
recognition
her to make her way to the stage where she would
I got a buzz from our receptionist saying that Cheryl
returned through a successful lawsuit with the federal
welcome and thank us for coming with a prayer and
Seidner
was
on
the
phone
for
me!?
It
had
to
be
a
government.
song, which brought many in the room to tears. She
mistake
I
thought,
but
sure
enough
there
she
was,
went on to note that she wasn’t one for protesting and
In 1996, Cheryl was elected to the tribal council
saying, “So, I hear you’re looking to interview elders
never could quite understand those that took to the
and became chair; she knew that getting Tuluwat
about Wiyot cultural plants, well, come on over, my
streets in opposition to the war in Viet Nam, preferring
back should be a number one priority. A few years
house is right across the street.”
a more respectable route toward solutions, and that
later when the City of Eureka put 1.5 acres adjacent to
this was her first “protest rally speech”, highlighting the
Little did I know that our first meeting would be
one of the primary shellmounds on the Island up for
significance of the day and the trajectory and evolution
the beginning of a heartfelt relationship that would take
sale for $100,000, Cheryl saw it as an opportunity that
of her public and cultural service to the community.
me from the saltmarshes of Tuluwat (Indian Island)
couldn’t be missed. Without a solid funding source,
and dunes of the wigi (Humboldt Bay) lowlands to the
Seidner and the Tribe raised the money to acquire
I first met Cheryl Seidner about six years ago, when
high-prayer prairies of Tsakiyuwit, learning respect for
the parcel through grassroots efforts, including bake
I began my relationship with the Wiyot when I was
all places and people in between, humbleness, clarity,
sales, fundraising posters, Indian Taco feeds, and
brought on part-time to do some botanical work for
and the age old golden rule, “Do unto Others”, which
more. During a conference of the National Congress
the Tribe’s Natural Resources Department. I remember
from Cheryl means to all of the tree of life, not just
of American Indians, after speaking to the group
it took a while for folks to warm up to me, being the
the human world. I also learned from Cheryl and the
about the Tribe’s efforts, “a man stood up with a $100
new (and red-headed) kid on the block, but the longer
Wiyot that the world needs renewal as we fall into
bill in his hand and urged the few hundred people in
I stuck around and the more I learned about Wiyot
ruts, and to prevent this we must periodically shake
attendance to match. Seidner says she raised almost
land stewardship, ethnobotany, and culture, the more
the dust off, question our intentions and actions, and
$40,000 that day.” (NCJ 2019)
I found myself part of an amazing family that I had
look for the best solutions for the greatest good.
never had before, and began seeing things that were
Looking back on 2019, with the repatriation of
vestiges of the Wiyot’s caretaking of the landscape. I
Cheryl’s work to preserve Wiyot culture and sacred
Tuluwat, the victory for Tsakiyuwit and all it stands
remember being excited about the first ethnobotanical
places most likely began before she was even born,
for, and the last decade of successes, it is clearly the
research grant I received and was eager to dive into
noted in a 2004 North Coast Journal (NCJ) interview
time of the return of the Wiyot, who have survived
the community and find out everything I could from
about the return of 40 acres on Tuluwat by the City
and stayed strong, despite being knocked down a few
Tribal elders and citizens, sending out solicitations in
of Eureka. When asked by someone about when the
times since the Europeans arrived.
Continued on next page
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Cheryl Seidner

Continued from previous Page
As Cheryl has pointed out, “The Wiyot were here
before America.” The traditional ecological knowledge
that the Wiyot hold rests on thousands of years of local
experience, wisdom, and understanding of how the
human world is one with the natural world, and the
role we are honored to play in helping maintain the
ecological balance.
During the recent fight to protect Tsakiyuwit
from industrial wind-power development by the
Terra-Gen corporation, huge considerations had to
be made by all, especially the Tribe who care deeply
about the climate crisis but understand the related and
priceless value of the ecological systems and services
that nature provides to moderate the climate and
maintain biodiversity and culture. Cheryl showed
impeccable leadership when the Tribe was essentially
offered a one-million-dollar bribe from Terra-Gen in
compensation for the loss of the Tsakiyuwit. When
called up to the lectern by Supervisor Bohn, Cheryl’s
response struck like lightning on a high prairie, “You
would not sell your mother. We cannot sell our Earth,”
she said. “We come from the Earth…and the Tribe
needed to be at the table for these discussions.” The
day that the Board of Supervisors voted down the
Terra-Gen project, December 17, 2019, was a day that
the Wiyot and people of Humboldt County changed
history, crystalizing the significance that indigenous
people have and must play in the democratic process
and on the environmental stage. It was a day of de-

colonialization at its finest, which would not have been
possible with-out the grassroots activism, the words
of many, and especially the wisdom of Cheryl Seidner.
As we ease into 2020 and the next decade, we
must quicken the pace that we move toward healing
the Earth and the steps we take to return balance.
Locally, with Tuluwat as the center of the universe
along the pendulum between Tsakiyuwit (Bear River
Ridge) and Qus Bugaduli’m (Strawberry Prairie), we
can have hope that the second world renewal ceremony
since 1860 is planned for this March, as we move out
of the darkness of winter and into the light.
A few months ago, while up on Tsakiyuwit with
Cheryl, she clarified the good intentions that the Wiyot
have for all existence in these words, “When we have
our World Renewal Ceremony in March, it’s not for
just the Wiyot people, its not just for Eureka, it’s not
just for Humboldt County, we are global, it’s for the
world, we want to make the world right, we want to
put it into balance.” It is through the leadership of
indigenous voices like Cheryl Seidner, alongside the
passionate hearts of a caring community, that we can
together tip the pendulum back to center.
The Wiyot Tribe would like to thank all of the
people that came out in solidarity for Tsakiyuwit. It
took all of us. Best wishes and good health to everyone
in 2020 and beyond.

by Katy Gurin

You can tell deep time
by the unraveling of
their lives in the chert:
a millennia makes a
millimeter.
Jupiter-colored rock hard
enough to spark comes
from ooze that was once
siliceous lace—
a translucent skeleton
one can focus a
microscope through
works as a compass.

Rra’dutwas (with kindness),
Adam Canter

Cheryl Sediner speaking at Terra-gen rally at Scotia Winema Theatre. Photo Credit: Andrew Goff.
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Kin to the Earth:
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includes a full
year of EcoNews—
delivered right
to your friend or
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mailbox!
Now more than ever,
we need to stay
informed and take
action to protect our
natural places!
EcoNews has been the
North Coast’s source of
environmental news
since 1971!

Fill out the form on
the back cover of
this issue, visit us
online at
yournec.org/donate
or call 822-6918 to
ﬁnd out more.
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REDWOOD CHAPTER
Smith River Estuary: Slow Progress on Water Quality Challenges
Felice Pace, Water Chair
At its December 2019 meeting, the North Coast
Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) heard
an update on the development of a Water Quality
Management Plan for the Smith River Plain. Most of
the Easter Lily bulbs sold in the USA are produced
on Smith River Plain, which also hosts a large dairy,
commercial greenhouses and numerous pasture-cattle
operations.
Lily bulb grow operations use more pesticides per
acre than any other industry in California. Residues of
pesticides have been found in surface and groundwater
in amounts that are toxic to aquatic life. Furthermore,
Reservation Ranch Dairy has polluted the area’s
groundwater with nitrates, a risk to pregnant mothers
and children. The Dairy’s drinking water well is also
contaminated with 1,2,3-TCP, a chemical which was
previously used in pesticides, but is now banned
state-wide.

The Water Board is developing the Water Quality
Management Plan in private meetings with lily bulb
growers, the Smith River Alliance and the Tolowa
Dee-ni’ Nation. Under pressure from the North Group
and others, the Water Board will use this plan to
inform a Clean Water Act discharge permit for lily
bulb growers. A permit can be appealed to the State
Water Board if it is inadequate, making it possible to
enforce provisions that protect water quality.
Though progress has been made, the North Group
is concerned that the Water Quality Management Plan
has not addressed risks to groundwater quality. We
will continue to push for a permit that requires lily
bulb growers to monitor and report impacts to surface
and groundwater on Smith River Plain.
North Group is also pushing the North Coast
Water Board to identify and require monitoring of the
water quality in springs which discharge groundwater
to Smith River and its sloughs. which provide habitat

for two ESAlisted species:
Tidewater
goby and
Coho salmon.
The Smith is a
candidate for
selection as an
Outstanding
National
Resource Water,
qualification
for which is
threatened
by polluted
surface and
groundwater
f r o m S m i t h Aerial view of the Smith River Estuary and
River Plain.
Smith River Plain showing locations where
the NCWQCB has tested surface water
quality. Photo submitted by Felice Pace.

The 2019 Scott and Shasta River Salmon Runs
Felice Pace, Water Chair
Last issue, I reported on irrigation ditches being
run full and pastures being irrigated in fall, when
irrigation should have ended. These unlawful practices
prevented Chinook salmon from reaching spawning
grounds in and above the Scott River Valley. In spite
of protests, the State Water Resources Control Board
has failed to take any meaningful actions to end illegal
water use in the Scott River Basin.
The rains have finally come in sufficient quantity
to open creeks, and while this happened too late to aid
Chinook salmon, they have allowed Coho to access
key spawning grounds in the upper Scott River basin
where years of effort and millions of dollars in taxpayer
funds have been invested in protecting and extending
Coho spawning habitat.
Coho being able to make it to habitat that has been
protected and enhanced for their use is good news.
But bad news also came this fall in reports from the
California Department of Fish & Wildlife on how many
adult Chinook and Coho salmon passed counting weirs
located low on the Scott and Shasta rivers.
Preliminary Counts:
• Scott River: 1505 Chinook and 334 Coho
• Shasta River: 5867 Chinook and 61 Coho
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This does not bode well for Coho salmon in these
tributaries of the Klamath River basin. According to
salmon biologists, a minimum of 500 spawners are
needed to maintain the genetic strength of a population
segment. When there are fewer than 500 spawners,
the genetic diversity of the stock narrows, making it
more susceptible to extinction/extirpation.
The Scott River was once the preeminent Coho
Salmon stronghold within the Klamath River Basin and
it could be that stronghold now. Yet inadequate stream
flows and disease epidemics related to flow and poor
water quality limit juvenile survival. As reflected in
DFW’s spawner counts, Coho salmon remain in deep
trouble in the Scott and Shasta Rivers and basin-wide.
In the Scott River Basin, thousands of Chinook
and Coho juveniles die every year when irrigators turn
on stream diversions during springtime. Dewatering
fish habitat by diversion is illegal under California
law. That law, Fish & Game Code 5937, however, is
intentionally not enforced.
To make matters worse, the Siskiyou County
Superior Court recently irresponsibly granted a petition
from Scott River Irrigators to end watermaster service.
As a result, irrigation districts with documented
histories of excessive diversion, are free to violate the
conditions of their water right at will.
www.yournec.org

The lack of effective action on behalf of Scott River
Coho and Chinook salmon is, in my view, disgraceful
and shortsighted. Too many of those who are paid to
protect Klamath River Basin salmon are preoccupied
with dam removal; too little attention is being given
to Shasta and Scott River salmon.
Despite years of complaints, the State Water
Resources Board has not taken action to end illegal
and excessive use of water for irrigation. Please contact
the State Board (contact info below) and urge them
to take effective action.
Erik Ekdahl, Deputy Director
Division of Water Rights
State Water Resources Control Board
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 341-5316 | Erik.Ekdahl@waterboards.ca.gov

Please Join Us!

The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the
second Tuesday of each month in the first floor conference
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka. The
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation
issues, begins at 6:45 PM. Members and non-members with
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or
concern, we often place them first or early on the agenda.
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Redwood Region Audubon Society
Interested in leading a walk? Have ideas on where
you think we should go? Please let us know! We
welcome any and all feedback regarding these
events! Email Melissa (learnbybirding@icloud
.com)

FIELD
TRIPS
Saturday, February 8: Beginning Birdwatching

at the Jacoby Creek School Garden. Drop in
anytime between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Watch and
learn to identify birds as they visit feeders.
Everyone is welcome. Binoculars, spotting scopes,
guides and other resources will be available. Meet
Every Saturday: Arcata Marsh and Wildlife at the Jacoby Creek School Garden, just north of the
Sanctuary. These are our famous, rain-or-shine, do- school at 1617 Old Arcata Road in Bayside. Contact
cent-led field trips at the Marsh. Bring your binocu- Denise Seeger at 707-499-3613,
lar(s) and have a great morning birding! Meet in the
parking lot at the end of South I Street (Klopp Lake) Sunday, Feb 9: Humboldt Bay National Wildlife
in Arcata at 8:30 a.m. Trips end around 11 a.m. Refuge. This is a wonderful 2- to 3-hour trip for
Walks led by: Michael Morris (Feb 1); Ken Burton people wanting to learn the birds of the Humboldt
(Feb 8); Gary Friedrichsen (Feb 15); Tracy Walker Bay area. It takes a leisurely pace with emphasis on
(Feb 22); Cindy Moyer (Feb 29). If you are enjoying the birds! Beginners are more than
interested in leading a Marsh walk, please contact welcome. Meet leader Ralph Bucher at the Refuge
Visitor Center at 9 a.m; text 707-499-1247 or email
Ken Burton at shrikethree@gmail.com.
thebook@reninet.com for more information.

Banquet: February 29

Reflections
From
the
Field
or How the Hobby of Birding Has
Changed Over the Past Forty Years

Redwood Region Audubon is excited to present Dr. Tom Schulenberg, Research Associate with
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, as
our guest speaker for this year’s
Annual Banquet. Tom graduated
from Humboldt State in the mid
70s and his birding expertise and
enthusiasm added greatly to our
early years of birding.
Our own Gary Friedrichsen will
be catering a delicious dinner, and
the Banquet also features a silent
auction. Come connect with
friends and celebrate another year
with us! See page 3 for details.
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. at the D Street Neighborhood
Center, 13th and D Sts, Arcata. Please reserve your seat early!

Friday, Feb 14: The Hunt for Red. Show your
love for birds this Valentine's Day by hunting for
birds with red in their name or as part of their
coloration. Honorable mention will be given in our
newsletter to the person with the most relevant
species AND the person with the most individuals
counted. Birds to be on the lookout for include:
Redhead, Red-breasted Merganser, Red-throated
Loon, Red-necked Grebe, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Redwinged Blackbird, Red-shafted Northern Flicker,
the woodpeckers, Eurasian Collared-Dove, Eared
Grebe, Short-eared Owl and Black-crowned NightHeron (red eyes). No geographical area restrictions;
just get out there and bird! To participate, please
email your results (or a link to your eBird list) to
(continued on next page)

Program: March 13

Restoration Planning for
Greater Sage-Grouse Populations
The Greater SageGrouse has been in decline across the West,
losing roughly half its
historic range since
European settlement.
However, the species
was removed from the
candidate list for federal
Endangered Species Act
protection due to conservation and management efforts. Beth
Fitzpatrick, a graduate Fighting male Greater Sage-Grouse on a
student at Humboldt
lek. Photo by Beth Fitzpatrick.
State University, will
share her work assessing landscape characteristics on breeding site distribution and functional connectivity, crucial elements of sustaining genetic
diversity.

Doors open at 7 p.m, program starts at 7:30 p.m. Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251
Bayside Road, Arcata. Bring a mug to enjoy shade-grown coffee and come
fragrance-free.
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President — Hal Genger..........................707-499-0887
Vice President — Vacant
Secretary — Gail Kenny..........................707-601-1582
Treasurer — Gary Friedrichsen...............707-822-6543
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DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE
Ralph Bucher...........................................707-443-6944
Pia Gabriel...............................................707-382-2101
Harriet Hill..............................................707-267-4055
Chet Ogan................................................707-442-9353
C.J. Ralph................................................707-822-2015
Denise Seeger..........................................707-444-2399
OTHER CHAPTER LEADERS
Conservation — Jim Clark ..............…... 707-445-8311
Eductn/Schlrshps — Denise Seeger ........707-444-2399
eBird Liaison — Rob Fowler ……......... 707-839-3493
Facebook — Cindy Moyer……...…… ...707-822-1886
— Rob Fowler ……………..…. ...707-839-3493
Field Trips — Melissa Dougherty …...... 530-859-1874
Membership — Ralph Bucher.…............707-443-6944
NEC Representative — C.J. Ralph....... ..707-822-2015
Nominations — Hal Genger.................... 707-499-0887
— C.J. Ralph.................... ...707-822-2015
Programs Chair — Vacant
Publications — C.J. Ralph...................... 707-822-2015
Publicity — Denise Seeger......................707-444-2399
Sandpiper (Ed.) — Alexa DeJoannis...... 202-288-5174
Volunteer Coordinator — Vacant
Website — Susan Penn............................707-273-5200
RRAS Web Page...................…......…..... www.rras.org
Bird Alert (Bird Box)................................. discontinued
RRAS Listserve..........................https://groups.io/g/rras
Board of Directors.................................board@rras.org
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Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge Will Expand Hours for
"Sunrise at the Refuge, a.k.a Aleutian Cackling Goose Fly-off "
Beginning Sunday, March 1, and continuing on every Saturday and Sunday in the month of March, rain
or shine, the entrance gate will open 1/2 hour before sunrise. On March 1, that will be 6:15 a.m. Head
out for a walk along the Shorebird Loop Trail and view the habitats of southern Humboldt Bay at first
light. Watch thousands ofAleutian cackling geese fly off their night time roosts. The fly-off usually occurs within 15 minutes before or after sunrise.
Special activities planned for
Sunday, March 1,
include breakfast
at the Hunt Cabin
prepared by Boy
Scout Troop 47
from Fortuna and
bird
silhouette
painting inside the
Visitor Center. The
Humboldt
Bay
National Wildlife
Refuge, Shorebird Photo by Alexa DeJoannis.
Loop Trail and
Richard J. Guadagno Headquarters and Visitor Center are located at 1020 Ranch Road in Loleta.
For more information or special accommodation related to these free events, please call (707) 7335406 or visit www.fws.gov/refuge/humboldt_bay/.

15th Annual Student Nature Writing Contest,
Sponsored by Redwood Region Audubon Society

Up to 6 cash prizes will be awarded to the best essay(s) or poem(s)by Humboldt or Del Norte
County students in grades 4-12 on “What Nature Means to Me.” Winners will be published in a
booklet posted at www.rras.org. Awards will be presented at the Godwit Days Festival in Arcata on
Saturday, April 18.
Entries should be no more than 450 words in length; one entry per student. Topics suitable for
exploration include, but are not limited to, bird feeding, duck hunting, animal rescue, and
observations of the natural world. Entries must include student name and grade; school name and
mailing address;
and teacher name, email, and phone number. Deadline for receipt is Friday, March 20, 2020.
Send submissions to sueleskiw1@gmail.com with “Nature Writing Contest” in the subject line.
Submissions can be text within the body of an email or attached Word documents (no Google docs,
please!). Or mail a printout to Sue Leskiw, 155 Kara Lane, McKinleyville CA 95519.

Information on both nature writing and art contests is posted at rras.org.

Redwood Region Audubon Society
is looking for
a new Sandpiper Editor!
The Sandpiper, our newsletter, is published six
times a year as part of the NEC's EcoNews. The
Sandpiper Editor assembles material for the
newsletter and coordinates its layout, or you may
choose to lay it out using Adobe inDesign or
similar software. The work includes scope for
editorial or literary creativity, and offers
opportunity to learn or develop technical and
social skills.
You can see an archive of past Sandpipers at
www.rras.org/older_sandpipers.aspx, and contact
the current editor with questions at 707-826-7031
or board@rras.org.

FIELD TRIPS (continued)

Sunday, March 15: Eureka Waterfront. See
Feb
16.
Melissa at learnbybirding@icloud.com no later
than Sunday, February 16th. Bird your heart out!
Tuesday, March 17: The Hunt for Green.
Sunday, Feb 16: Eureka Waterfront. Meet at 9 Celebrate St. Patrick's Day by hunting for birds
a.m. by the concrete fishing pier at the foot of W. with green in their name or as part of their
Del Norte St., and scope for birds off the public coloration. Honorable mention will be given in
dock until everyone assembles. Then we'll walk our newsletter to the person with the most
the Hikshari’ Trail towards the Elk River. Contact relevant species AND the person with the most
Leader Ralph Bucher (text or message 707-499- individuals counted. Birds to be on the lookout for
1247 or email thebook@reninet.com) for more include: Green-winged Teal, American Wigeon,
Mallard, Cinnamon Teal, Bufflehead, Pelagic
information.
Cormorant, and Anna's Hummingbird. No
Sunday, March 8: Humboldt Bay National geographical area restrictions; just get out and
Wildlife Refuge. See Feb 9.
bird! To participate, please email your results (or
a link to your eBird list) to Melissa at
Saturday, March 14: Beginning Birdwatching learnbybirding@icloud.com no later than Friday,
at Jacoby Creek School Garden. See February 8.
March 20. May the luck of the Irish be with you!

On the Loss of Dr. Stanley "Doc" Harris

Dr. Stanley W. Harris, retired Humboldt State University
wildlife professor, passed away December 27, 2019. Doc
was friend, mentor, and colleague to legions of
professional biologists, ornithologists, and birders. Doc’s
remarkable career at HSU spanned five decades: 19591992. We send our condolences to his children Michael
and Tonna. Doc’s contributions to ornithology and
birding are numerous and his legacy will continue in
areas that include: the Arcata Marsh, which he helped to
design; HSU scholarships that he and his wife, Lorie,
founded; extensive northwest bird record publications
accessible to all, including the acknowledgment of the
ornithological efforts that took place before him and the
ongoing efforts of contemporaries; and in the hearts and
minds of those he inspired to investigate the natural
world in which we live.
Tom Leskiw
Join Redwood Region Audubon Society on Saturday,
February 29, for this year’s Annual Banquet and Silent Auction featuring a presentation entitled “Reflections From the Field, or How the Hobby of Birding has
Changed Over the Past Forty Years” with Dr. Thomas
Schulenberg, Research Associate with the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology.
Schulenberg describes himself and his work this
way, “I’ve been a birder since childhood and I’ve been
lucky enough to have conducted field research on birds
on three continents. This may have advanced science in
some small ways, but it definitely made large contributions to my store of birding adventures. My experiences
in South America in particular enabled me to contribute
to the field guide to the Birds of Peru (Princeton 2007).
I have bounced around a bit, with stints in Humboldt,
California, where I graduated with a degree in biology;
Baton Rouge, where I attended Louisiana State University, and from where I first had the opportunity to
visit South America. I later moved north to Chicago
(University of Chicago and Field Museum of Natural
History), from which base I worked in South America
and Madagascar. Presently I am at the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology in Ithaca, New York, where I manage the
taxonomy and nomenclature for all projects at the Lab,
including e-Bird (i.e., your life-lists are in my hands),
and I am part of a team that produces comprehensive
accounts on the biology for every bird species (the new
Birds of the World website).”
The banquet will be held at the D Street Neighborhood Center, 13th and D Streets in Arcata. Social hour
begins at 5:30 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. and Dr. Schulenberg’s program right after dinner. A delicious gourmet menu including meat and veggie options will be
catered by Gary Friedrichsen. Ticket price is $35.00
until February 23. After that the price will be $50.00.
To make reservations, send a check made out to RRAS
to P.O. Box 1054, Eureka, CA 95502, email gary@jacobycreek.net with ‘Banquet’ in the subject line, or call
707-496-6581. The last day to make reservations is
February 27.
If you have items you would like to donate to the
silent auction, including books, paintings, collector
items, etc., please call Hal Genger at (707) 499-0887 or
email hal.genger@humboldt.edu.

Many of you knew Stan Harris in his role as a teacher. Many of you knew him as the father of our local
birding community. I came to HSU as a grad student years after he retired, so I never took a class from
him, and, although I ran into him many times at the Marsh, I never went birding with him. Twenty years
ago, I was hired to curate the HSU Wildlife Department Museum, the museum Stan Harris built.
As was the practice of traditional ornithologists, Stan was also a bird collector. When Stan came to
HSU in 1959, there were roughly 700 birds in the collection. When he retired in 1992, there were close to
8,000. This number includes donated private historic collections, birds found dead, and hundreds of
specimens prepared by students in his Museum Techniques class. It also includes his personal collection of
over 1,100 specimens, which he donated to HSU in 1987.
I started working at HSU almost a decade after he retired but would see Stan regularly as he continued
to contribute his time and expertise to the department. For years, he taught a waterfowl-wing identification
lesson to the evening conclave class. I would see him throwing duck wings at the students calling, “Catch,
what’s this one?”
He also continued to prepare display mounts for the Wildlife building. I had previously worked in a
research collection, and had never prepared a taxidermic (life-like) display mount. Every time I would get
a carcass of a new species that I thought should go on display, I would call Stan. The next day I would
inevitably arrive at the museum lab to find him already at work, often he’d been there for hours.
Sometimes he wouldn’t wait for me to call him. One day he pointed out that we needed a new Brown
Pelican mount, the one we had was in poor condition. In my opinion, the new pelican he prepared as a
replacement is one of the best mounts he ever made, done when he was 77 years old. Stan’s late wife,
Lorie, also continued to work in the museum lab until shortly before her passing. She painted the legs,
beaks, and bare skin
on all the display
mounts. Stan and
Lorie worked as a
team.
Stan also came
in to check up on
me. He would point
to a recently
(poorly) prepared
specimen and in his
gruffest voice say,
“What happened to
that?”
“I happened to
that,” I would admit.
If I had done a
good job, he would
look at the specimen
as if appraising it for
auction and say,
“That’s not bad.”
I would be
Doc working on a specimen in the HSU museum lab.
thrilled at this
Photo by Tamar Danufsky.
approval from the
master.
The last time he came in to the museum was to supervise me preparing our new California Condor
specimen. When it was finished I was not satisfied with the result, but he said, “It’s better than I could
have done, kid.”
I didn’t, and still don’t, believe him. That was the last time I saw Stan, on September 26. He left
slowly, leaning on his walker, and made his way, with his son, down the hall to the elevator. A few minutes
later, Mike popped back into the museum and put a dead Lincoln’s Sparrow in my hand, “Dad just found
this in the parking lot in front of the building.”
Huh? A Lincoln’s Sparrow on campus? Dead in front of the Wildlife building? Somehow, if there was
going to be a Lincoln’s Sparrow on campus, and it was going to die in the parking lot, it seems most
appropriate that Stan Harris would be the one to find it. It was the last specimen he contributed to the
museum, but not his last contribution to the education of students and to the discipline of ornithology. The
museum Stan Harris built will continue to be a resource to HSU students and the scientific community for
generations to come.
Tamar Danufsky, Museum Curator, HSU Wildlife

December 29, 2019

Lauren & I also thought about Stan today, which is the day of the 2019
Centerville Christmas Bird Count. Lauren imitated Stan's look out over his
glasses towards an observer, when hearing about an unusual bird report on the
count (too bad I couldn't see her when I texted her my Chipping Sparrow
sighting). Forty-two years ago nearly to the day, I participated in my first
Centerville count, when Dr. Clarence Crane was compiler, but it was Stan who
grilled me on my Bald Eagle report. The next year Stan offered to let me cover
Ferndale and I gladly accepted and still look forward to walking the streets of
town.
I continue to offer up thanks to Stan, for his support of my first Christmas
count I participated in and also compiled in 1977, the continued support he gave
me to handle Ferndale count duties and his offer to replace him as compiler for
Centerville. I will miss Stan dearly, for his generosity, his confidence in me, his
keen wit and warm regard for all of my family.
This count today, under such dire weather circumstances, Lauren and I
dedicated to Stan's love of birds and his personal grace.
Gary Lester, Senior Botanist/Biologist, LACO Associates
Doc receives the first Arcata Marsh Bird of the Year Award from George
Ziminsky, Oct 5, 201 4. Photo by Sue Leskiw.

Doc at the McDaniel Slough project celebration,
Nov 1 , 201 3. Photo by Sue Leskiw.

Dr. Stanley Harris, Mentor to Legions of Graduate Students in Natural
Resources at Humboldt State University
One very early morning in April of 1964, I found myself lugging gear across a tidal channel near Trinidad,
California. I was helping a Humboldt State College graduate student schlep mist-nets, scales, and birdbanding gear to the top of Little River (Camel) Rock. After stowing our gear in preparation for the coming
night’s activity, we had time to sit atop the rock and watch the tide come in and the birds flying by. There
were five of us who spent the night there in order to put leg bands on Leach’s and Fork-tailed Storm
Petrels as they returned to their nest cavities to feed their young and exchange places with their mates.
Sitting on the top of the rock that day, I listened as “Doc” Harris identified to species every immature
and adult gull that flew by. Just out of high school and with little more than a few petri dishes in my
biological background, I was astounded and amazed that Doc could easily rattle off “1st year Western, 2nd
year Herring, adult California, 3rd year Ring-bill…….”.
Fast forward to 1970. While serving in Vietnam, I had thought about returning to Humboldt and
especially Patrick’s Point State Park and the Trinidad Pier. To that end, I was revisiting my haunts and
happened upon Doc Harris, his young son Michael, and a guy named Ron LeValley. They were on the pier
looking at Harlequin Ducks and invited me to join them. Doc then recognized me and remembered our
time together six years earlier.
Doc Harris became our anchor during these early years of birding the county. With additional
youngsters like Dick Erickson, Tom Schulenberg, and Bob Behrstock, we’d rush to Doc’s office with our
new finds and submit to his patented grilling to make sure we were not “drinking our bath water.” Doc was
irascible, but always helpful and warm-hearted, despite the haranguing he took from a few of us because
we may not have seen the expected field marks he was listening for in our descriptions. You had to have
your ducks in a row to pass muster with the man with the leather tie. He will be sorely missed.
Gary Friedrichsen, Commercial Fisherman, biologist, Treasurer RRAS
There is not enough space here for the tributes we received. See the expanded version online at www.rras.org to learn more about
the legacy Doc left us. A memorial is planned for Saturday, April 25, at Jan and Gary Friedrichsen's house.

Arcata Cat Owners:
We Are Seeking “Catios” for a Springtime Tour!

A catio – or “cat patio” – is an outdoor enclosure that keeps cats and wildlife safe. Catios offer
cats healthy exercise and safety from outdoor hazards like cars, predators and poisons. They are fun
places for kitties to enjoy the smells and sights of their backyards.
We are planning a catio tour in Arcata sometime this spring. Would you like to show off a catio?
Please contact Harriet Hill at 707-267-4055 or harrieth6@gmail.com.

King Tide Photo Initiative
February 8 - 9
Jennifer Kalt, Director
Some of the highest tides of
the year are coming on February
8-9. Please join our King Tide
Photo Initiative to help document
rising sea levels around Humboldt
Bay! Baykeeper volunteers have
been documenting King Tides
since 2011. To get involved,
all you need is a camera or a
smartphone.
By capturing images of these
extreme high tides, scientists and
planners hope to gain insight
into how rising sea levels will
impact coastal areas in the future.
The King Tides Photo Initiative
is a great opportunity for
Citizen Scientists to contribute
A preview of an average high tide in 2030: Liscom Slough spills over onto Jackson Ranch Road in the Arcata Bottoms, January 20, 2019, during a high tide of 8.7’
(NAVD 88 at North Spit Gauge). Photo by Aldaron Laird.
to a long-term dataset, while
helping inform residents and
Recommended locations to observe high
decisionmakers about the need to plan for the coming
tides include:
changes to our natural and built environments.
• Halvorsen Park & F Street boardwalk in Eureka

Be very cautious of rising water, eroding
shorelines, and ﬂooded roadways!
The tides vary by location in both height and peak
time. At the North Spit, the tides will peak on:
• Saturday, February 8 @ 10:28 a.m.
• Sunday, February 9 @ 11:18 a.m.
Be sure to check NOAA’s tide predictions for various
locations around Humboldt Bay.

Sign up for action alerts and other
bay-related issues by emailing us at
alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org.
You can also like us on Facebook, follow us on
Instagram (humboldt_baykeeper) and on Twitter
(@HumBaykeeper), and visit our website at
humboldtbaykeeper.org.
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Fisherman’s Statue on Woodley Island
Arcata Marsh & Wildlife Sanctuary
HWY 255 Bridge over Mad River Slough, Manila
Liscom Slough on Jackson Ranch Road in Arcata
Eureka Slough behind Target
Fields Landing and King Salmon

Submit your photos to KingTidePhotos@gmail.com.
For more info, visit the California King Tides Project
at https://www.coastal.ca.gov/ kingtides/ and check
out our Humboldt Bay King Tide Photos on Flickr.

Do you know about the
California Coastkeeper Alliance?
It is our voice in Sacramento for clean water
in California. If you care about policy and
legislation in California, be sure to get on their
mailing list (it’s free) at www.cacoastkeeper.org!

www.yournec.org

A brand-new version of our popular Humboldt
Bay poster is now for sale at Eureka Books!
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Meet Your Humboldt County
Board of Supervisors Candidates
Caroline Griffith, EcoNews Journalist
The State of California has changed the date of the
primary election to March 3, meaning the Humboldt
County Board of Supervisors election is right around the
corner. County Supervisors determine the character of
our county in many ways, not least of which is through
the shaping of land use policies. In addition to updating
the county’s General Plan, which has been ongoing for
the last decade and determines what activities can take
place on properties, Supervisors also appoint Planning

Commissioners who have an immense amount of say in
how our natural resources are treated. Are our rivers,
beaches, trees and soil resources to be exploited for
profit? Or are they vital to our survival and in need of
protection? Do business interests carry more weight
than the public interest? How can we preserve our
quality of life for future generations?
The EcoNews reached out to the five candidates
running for Board of Supervisors for District 2 and the
two candidates running for District 1 to ask them to

about their environmental platform. Given the space
constraints of this issue, they kept their statements to
250 words. We hope this will pique your interest and
inspire you to look further into the candidates. The
winners of these races will play an important role in
determining how Humboldt County faces the climate
crisis and sea level rise, how we meet our future energy
needs, and what we do to protect our fisheries and
drinking water. There is a lot at stake.

District 2

District 1

Incumbent, Rex Bohn

Challenger, Cliff Berkowitz

Incumbent, Estelle Fennell

I love Humboldt, which means I love our environment. As
a grandfather of three and a lifelong conservationist, I want to
see that we have a clean and healthy planet in which to thrive.
As a supervisor it is our responsibility to implement policies
that comply with California’s extensive environmental laws to
ensure the protection of our natural resources. In my eight
years as a public servant, I have championed many efforts for
the benefit of the environment. Here are a few:
Trails: Secured funding for the completion of the Humboldt
Bay Trail. Trails allow people to be physically active, connect
with the outdoors, and help make Humboldt County a great
place to live and visit.
Forests: Acquisition and expansion of the McKay
Community Forest. I led discussions for the county and over
the last five years we’ve added a thousand acres of community
forest to Eureka to protect, restore and enhance one of the most
biologically significant tracts of land in the region.
Climate change: It is time to get serious about climate
change and we need to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels. I
introduced a resolution to create a citizen advisory council for
the county’s climate action plan. I added language stipulating
that all renewable energy be locally-sourced and created in the
county. Humboldt County currently burns natural gas for the
majority of our electricity, which is why I’ve been supportive
of local on-shore and off-shore wind development. I ask for
your vote on March 3, #LoveHumboldt.

I am a life-long environmentalist. I will make all decisions
through the lens of what is best for the people of Humboldt
County, the environment and climate crisis, and whether it
preserves the unique qualities that make our area special. We
must protect our forests, ag lands, and drinking water. One
of the core principals of my candidacy is fair and transparent
land use decisions.
My opponent says “Humboldt County is open for Business,”
but business at what cost? In 2004 he supported the efforts
to bring in a liquified natural gas terminal to Humboldt Bay.
He supported the environmentally flawed Terra-Gen project.
All growth must be smart growth and environmentally
appropriate to preserve what makes Humboldt County unique.
We must act immediately to stem the effects of sea level rise
and plan long-term for how to protect low lying areas such as
the 101 corridor between Eureka and Arcata. I also support
green energy solutions that make sense for Humboldt County.
For the past 12 years I have been an outspoken advocate
for a regional trail system throughout the county. As supervisor,
I will work hard for its completion. I am also proud to be
endorsed by the Sierra Club.
Humboldt County is now at a critical crossroads. We have
the potential now to create an amazing future. It is not the time
for the status quo. Humboldt’s best days are still ahead of us.

As 2nd District Supervisor, I will continue the work I am
doing to protect our vital natural resources. I have a proven
track record of stepping up and doing the hard work that it
takes to ensure that our decision-making process is founded
on wise management and protection of our environment. I
am committed to working together toward environmentally
sound solutions.
Aside from working to implement protections embodied in
State law, I work to identify potential solutions to local challenges
and ways to implement them: I sponsored and brought forward
a resolution against the sales of anti-coagulant rodenticides in
Humboldt County long before other jurisdictions recognized
their use as incredibly harmful to threatened species.
Along with many other environmental policies, I worked
to ensure that our General Plan Update included a prohibition
against shale oil extraction (fracking) in Humboldt County.
I continue to work on ensuring that Humboldt’s cannabis
industry becomes a leader in environmentally responsible
practices.
I am currently working to identify and implement a
resource-based regional solution to the Potter Valley Project
which will restore water to the Eel River for our fisheries and
communities as well as open up essential spawning grounds
in the upper reaches of the natural basin.
As a strong advocate for alternative energy, I am working
with numerous stakeholders to identify and implement strong
sustainable solutions for our County and to find proactive projects
that will be a win-win for our communities, environment and
economy as we face the challenges of climate change.
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Challenger, Michael McKaskle
I’m running for Supervisor to help steer our County
towards being gentler on the planet and better at adapting
to climate change. State and Federal laws constrain us so we
need to be creative. Visionary action is necessary. Choices
have consequences. Diversity enhances stability in Ecology
and Economics.
We can have a more localized economy and still share our
bounty of sustainable food and forest products, clean energy,
innovation, and peak experiences with the world. We need
green infrastructure, environmental remediation and fire-safe
forest restoration. Intact ecosystems provide resources and
good jobs, forever. We live among the world’s premiere forests!
People want to visit. Let’s welcome them but keep impacts light.
Since joining Redway’s CSD board 11+ years ago I’m
happiest about starting a countywide program for budget-neutral
solar panel installation at public facilities. I’m also proud of
attempting to stop public subsidies for airlines and opposing
the State funding most of an infrastructure project but getting
no ownership of it. I lost those votes 10 to 2. Modern Monetary
Theory shows necessary projects can be paid for with Federal
money without causing inflation or tax increases, provided a
project’s needed inputs exist.
Share your vision, consume wisely, vote and lobby but most
importantly, volunteer for a ‘minor’ public board yourself. They
are easy to get on and where change starts. Just start attending
the meetings, you’ll learn oodles and prepare yourself to act
more effectively. Please be one of the many future officeholders
needed to shift our course.
Michaelfor2nddistrict.com

Challenger, Sean DeVries
Terragen wasn’t the answer to our climate problems. So
now what?
In May 2018, an HSU student did their master’s thesis on
the implementation of utility-grade solar at abandoned mill
sites across Humboldt County. The study showed promise,
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with the proposed solar installations creating several hundred
local jobs and about 30% or so of Humboldt’s energy needs.
The next step in exploring the feasibility of this proposal is
to collect solar energy and shade data from each site to confirm
its viability. The data won’t cost too much to collect and will
provide the basis for obtaining funding for the project.
What else can we do?
We can work to implement improved mass-transit options
throughout the county. Maybe fuel-cell or electric buses?
Maybe the county provides incentives for the installation
of solar and battery systems across the county?
Maybe we work on strengthening our grid to allow for
independence from PG&E blackouts? Blue Lake has shown
us what a national-class micro-grid looks like and there is no
reason we can’t work to install similar systems across our home.
I’ve only got 250 words, so please forgive the brevity,
but lastly, we could sue Big Oil to help offset the costs of the
climate change retrofits that will become necessary in the next
decade. Several other municipalities in California have already
done this, and it seems like a good move given that Humboldt
County is second in the state when it comes to being impacted
by climate change. Thank you.

Challenger, Richard French
Age 74. Married 44 years with 3 children and 4 grandchildren.
Humboldt County resident for approximately 40 years, 6 years in
Blocksburg and 34 years in Hydesville. Retired Water Manager,
Hydesville County Water District.
My family has been a long term term supporter of Friends
of the Eel. I live just 3 miles from the confluence of the Eel
and Van Duzen and am a gravel consumer, so I have plenty of
concerns in addition to fish populations. I do want to emphasize
that our county government has definitely made many poor
decisions that were based on greed and favoritism and not in the
best interest of the county’s natural resources. Estelle is at the
top of my list to be replaced. I’ll be relieved when the Attorney
General’s office concludes their investigation of our county.
Simply put: I was provoked by the obvious, to me, corruption
in the county government and am seeking to replace Estelle with
an honest, trustworthy, public servant. As Ambrose Bierce said,
“A corporation is an ingenious device for obtaining individual
profit without individual responsibility.”

Challenger, Michelle Bushnell
We live in an area which is less developed than other places.
This is fortunate for us because where there is no development,
we have an abundance of natural beauty. We are known for our
towering Redwood forests, our beautiful rivers, the majestic
Lost Coast, and of course our logging, fishing and cannabis
industry heritage.
In all decisions regarding the management of our
environment and the use of our resources, we must consider
the preservation of our environment and its diverse ecosystems
for the future.
Areas like ours also rely heavily on tourism and people
from all over the world travel here to see what we have that is
so special and unique. So we must also consider boosting our
local economy by promoting those things which are inviting
to tourists.
Living in a rural area like this is a choice. We who reside
here do so intentionally and enjoy the slower pace and serenity
it provides. But with the benefits of our rural lifestyle there are
challenges too, such as the maintenance of our infrastructure.
We have the resources to maintain our infrastructure, and it
is time we make that a priority.
Our local government needs to build stepping stones for
our local economy to thrive, not hurdles. We can manage our
county responsibly and with respect for the ecosystem.

Get out and vote on
March 3rd!
Humboldt County Districts. Source: Humboldtgov.org
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Casey's Coastal Column

Volunteer Spotlight
Ray Olson
How long have you been volunteering with the
Northcoast Environmental Center
Since 2017 (2 years).
What inspired you to volunteer?
Runoff from our neighborhood drains directly into
Janes Creek which the City is working to restore as a
Coho salmon spawning stream. Picking up litter on
the street before it’s washed into the creek protects
the Coho and other animals and plants that live in
the creek.
Words for future volunteers?
Picking up litter is a great way to connect with
neighbors.

New Year's Resolution: Debris Data Collection
Casey Cruikshank,
Coastal Programs
Coordinator
We’ve entered
the New Year and the
most important time
for cleanups is upon
us. With more rain
comes more city trash
washing down our
storm drains and out
to the ocean. While
winter cleanups can
be a soggy endeavor,
they’re very important
not only for debris
remov al but also
for data collection.
The NEC is entering
the New Year with
a resolution to
increase debris data
collection to help
guide solution-based
projects. Our Coastal Casey Cruikshank, NEC's Coastal Programs Coordinator, with an Ocean Conservancy data collection
Programs have been card and trash picked up during the NEC's first Adopt-A-Block cleanup of 2020. Over 100 cigarettes
revamped to include were picked up that day.
data reporting to the Ocean
Conservancy and we are excited
to be researching and cataloging
when and where we’re finding
specific types of debris yearround.
We’re also working to lead by
example in 2020 by adopting the
block around our headquarters.
In just two 15 minute cleanups
so far, we've found 223 cigarette
butts, 31 food wrappers, a
random assortment of beverage
bottles and other plastic debris.
Due to the high volume of
cigarette butts, we contacted
our property manager to see
if we could get cigarette butt
receptacles installed. Already,
our data collection has been
put to use! Just 15 minutes a
day can have a big impact. If
you are interested in joining
our newly revamped Coastal
Programs, please contact casey@
yournec.org or visit our website
at yournec.org/adoptablock.

Ray volunteering for Adopt-A Block. Submitted by Ray Olson
~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical

Healthcare
for your life.
• Over 400 medicinal
and culinary herbs
• Organic teas
• Custom formulas
• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com
“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”
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NORTHCOAST
CHAPTER
Beginners, experts, non-members, and members are
all welcome at our programs and on our outings.
All of our events are free and made possible by volunteers.

Evening Programs

Evening programs are free and open to the public at
the Six Rivers Masonic Lodge, 251 Bayside Rd., near 7th
and Union, Arcata. Refreshments at 7:00 p.m. Program
at 7:30 p.m. For information or to suggest a speaker or
topic, contact Michael Kauffmann at 707-407-7686 or
michaelkauffmann@gmail.com.

Updated Research into Gall Wasps (Cynipidae) in
Northern California
Wednesday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m.
Tiny, gentle wasps of the family Cynipidae collectively
produce galls on roses, thimbleberry, oaks, tan oak,
and chinquapin. During a presentation given six
years ago, only cynipids occurring on oaks (Quercus
spp.) were covered. This updated presentation will
discuss new findings on the life histories of cynipids
on oaks, tanoak (Notholithocarpus), chinquapin
(Chrysolepis sp.), roses (Rosa spp.), and thimbleberry
(Rubus parviflorus). Join Dr. John DeMartini, a
Humboldt State University Professor emeritus
with a passion for regional natural history, for this
interesting talk.
Tribal Uses and Stewardship of Plants, Habitats,
and Ecosystems in Northwestern California
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:30 p.m.
Join Frank Lake, a researcher with the USDA Forest
Service, Pacific Southwest Research Station, Fire
and Fuels Program, for a presentation focused on
California tribal uses and stewardship of plants.
Northwest California offers a dynamic range of
ecosystems including coastal headlands, redwood,
oak woodland-prairies, Douglas-fir, tanoak, and
interior mixed conifer/hardwood forests. Frank
will take us on a historical, ethnographic, and
ethnobotany journey across these ecosystems by
weaving data and imagery to illustrate the complexity
and diversity of tribal knowledge. The practices
discussed will guide collaborative restoration efforts
in our region into the future. He will also focus
on plants used for basketry, food, and utilitarian
purposes associated with tribal stewardship of those
habitats.

For more details and later additions, visit:

WWW.NORTHCOASTCNPS.ORG
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Field Trips

All levels of expertise are welcome on our trips. We all
are or were beginners, and we all are ready to share.

Skunk Cabbage-Coastal Trail Day Hike
Saturday, February 22
Our hikes from the Skunk Cabbage Trail trailhead
have never made it all the way north to the beach, so
this time we will start at the beach end by Davison
Road, walk about a mile at the back of the beach
along the base of the bluffs, turn up the Skunk
Cabbage Trail, and walk 1.5 miles through coastal
scrub and spruce forest as far as the view point.
Total, round-trip hike is 5.6 miles (if we really make
it all the way). We will see hints of spring in the scrub
and forest, as well as dune, wetland, and riparian
plants along the way. This trail is a section of the
California Coastal Trail in Redwood National and
State Parks. Dress for the weather on an exposed
beach and in a shady forest. Bring lunch and water.
Meet at 9 a.m. at Pacific Union School (3001 Janes
Rd., Arcata). Tell Carol you are coming, if you want
to know of any changes due to weather: 707-8222015; theralphs@humboldt1.com.
Botanizing Neukom Farm Day Hike
Sunday, March 22
Neukom Farm covers rich, valley floor with some
agricultural fields, but also mature trees, old meadow,
a seep, and river bluff above the Trinity River in
Willow Creek. The Neukom family has invited us
to come see this special habitat. They have found
Calypso Orchids, but not trilliums. With 40 recently
acquired acres to explore, these treasures are a real
possibility. We will be tramping around on informal
paths, farm roads, and off trail all day. Dress for the
weather. Bring lunch and water. Meet at 9 a.m. at
Pacific Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata). Please
tell Carol you are coming:
707-822-2015; theralphs@humboldt1.com.

Native Plants Every Day
No need to wait for the spring native plant sale
(May 2 & 3, 2020). A selection of our chaptergrown native plants is available to buy every
day, 12 noon-6 p.m., at the Kneeland Glen Farm
Stand at Freshwater Farms Reserve, 5851 Myrtle
Ave. (near Three Corners Market). If you don’t
see what you want there, you can ask if we have it
by contacting us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com.

www.yournec.org

Gold in the
Redwood Forest

A sprig of Golden Saxifrage hanging from a tangled mat on a
wet bank. Photo: Carol Ralph

Carol Ralph, CNPS
One of the inconspicuous treasures I enjoy
encountering on shady, damp trailsides in Redwood
National and State Parks is Pacific Golden Saxifrage
(Chrysosplenium glechomifolium). The first time
I saw it was during a CNPS field trip on Skunk
Cabbage Trail. None of us knew a name for it, but
it reminded us of the weed Creeping Charlie, so we
dubbed this one Creeping Charlotte. I looked for it
in flower guides, but lacking flowers or other clues
to help identify it, I carried this mystery plant in my
mind for a long time. Then I got Plants of the Pacific
Northwest Coast by Pojar and McKinnon. While
browsing through it, I found this mystery plant!
(What a great field guide!) It was in the saxifrage
family, though it did not fit the typical rosette-withcentral-flower stalk form. It was low and creeping,
forming mats. It was not particularly golden, but
its tiny, solitary, petal-less flowers had a yellowish
cast, and its smooth, glossy leaves were bright
green. Its other common name was a translation of
the scientific name: Ground-ivy-leaved Spleenwort.
Our first impressions were right! Glechoma is the
genus of the weed Creeping Charlie in the mint
family, also known as Ground Ivy. Golden Saxifrage
is found only in wet forests of the Pacific Coast
from British Columbia to Mendocino in California.
In California it has a Rare Plant Rank 4.3 (limited
distribution). We saw it on the Skunk Cabbage Trail
on our February 2019 field trip. Maybe we will find
it on the western end of that trail this February!
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference
Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501

Eye on

1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us

2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us

3rd District - Mike Wilson

707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us

4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us

5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huffman
https://huffman.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161

Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor

Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

Look up other California state legislators
here: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list?
www.usa.gov/elected-officials
Questions? Contact the NEC at 707-822-6918
or nec@yournec.org.
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Washington

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Seeking Green Trade in North America

Trade is an important mechanism whereby a
nation can not only protect its economic interests and
trade priorities, but assure fair treatment of labor laws,
civil rights, and public and environmental health that
goes beyond a nation’s borders. A trade agreement
among Canada, the United States and Mexico should
be relatively simple, considering the relatively good
diplomatic and economic relationships among the three
countries. Particular provisions of the new United States
– Mexico – Canada Trade Agreement (USMCA) are
seen by some economists as a roadmap for agreements
with other countries such as China and Europe. This
article concentrates on environmental provisions of
the USMCA, but it is important to recognize there
are very significant impacts to agriculture (especially
trade in dairy products) energy, fair labor practices
and civil rights. Readers can hopefully find extensive
coverage of those aspects in other publications.
How did we get here? President Clinton signed
the original North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) in 1993. At that time, citizen Trump said he
didn’t like the deal and in 2016, presidential candidate
Trump promised to rip it up. Most analysts describe
the changes represented in the USMCA as relatively
minor vs. “ripping it up.” Differences in reception to
the new agreement, however, vary widely from Green
New Deal progressives who are fighting for more
protections, to die-hard conservatives who claim the
new deal is a product of the conservative boogieman
“Deep State.” If passed by all three countries, the
USMCA would be in place for 16 years from the date
of enforcement with reviews every 6 years.
Where the legislation stands : H.R .5430
(S.3052) United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
Implementation Act (USMCA) passed the full House
on December 19 with 385 votes for and 41 against.
All but two of the no votes were Democrats, including
Congressman Huffman (D-CA) who stated, “Democratic
negotiators did a lot to improve Donald Trump’s weak
trade deal, especially in terms of labor standards and
enforcement, but the final deal did not reach the high
standard that I had hoped for… Sadly, because the
Trump administration denies climate change and is
beholden to the fossil fuel industry, this agreement
does not even mention climate change.” Huff man
was particularly concerned that the length of the Act
and the lack of addressing climate change set the US
on a lengthy course that allows little ability to adapt
conditions for the rapid impacts of climate change
nor the opportunities to implement solutions, some
www.yournec.org

of which are included in the aspirational “Green New
Deal.” Regarding lack of strong enforcement measures,
Senator Wyden (D-OR) stated “I have concerns about
enforcement because the new NAFTA carries over the
weak enforcement system of the old NAFTA.”
The Act’s complete lack of recognition or mention
of climate change, along with smoothing the way for
increased fossil fuel production and trade in North
America were, to many conservationists, the most
egregious problems.
A coalition of national conservation groups
identified seven areas of concern covering strengthening
various enforcement actions, removal of provisions
that allow breaks for corporate polluters and stronger
climate change provisions.
Yet, with this administration’s clear lack of support
for the Paris Accord or any other strong program to
address climate change, and this administration’s
linking of a strong economy to energy production,
any reference to climate change in this trade deal was
practically impossible.
So, what is the verdict? Good? Bad? As most
legislation that passes to law, the new trade act is a mix.
The original NAFTA was written with practically no
reference to environmental concerns. This was not only
Continued on page 22

5301 Boyd Rd, Arcata • Just off Guintoli Ln. at Hwy 299
707-825-8880 • www.almquistlumber.com
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Last Chance Grade Environmental Study Starts
Caroline Griffith, EcoNews Journalist
Last Chance Grade is in bad shape. That’s easy
to see. What is more difficult to discern is what the
possible solution might be. Between 1997 and 2019, $85
million has been spent repairing the 3 mile segment
of 101 between Klamath and Crescent City, but all of
those repairs have just been temporary fixes. According
to Caltrans, the road at Last Chance Grade has been
moving inches per year since the 1930’s and repair
has been ongoing for years. But now, Caltrans is
embarking on the preliminary environmental studies
to determine what a long-term fix for this vital piece
of infrastructure might be.
What makes the fix so difficult is a mix of geology,
old growth forest, sensitive species, cultural resources
disappointing for environmental protection advocates
and the patchwork of public and private lands that a
but also added costs to US production, while Mexico
new stretch of highway would pass through. Because
and Canada were not bound by these regulations. This
the highway would potentially pass through Redwood
hobbled some sectors of US commerce, agriculture
National and State Park land, Caltrans has held public
in particular. Many economists felt that inequity led
meetings about the project, which is not something
to some US businesses moving to Mexico. To address
it normally does. The complexity of the construction
these concerns amendments were adopted in 1994:
and all of the factors involved make this a project that
the North American Agreement on Environmental
is likely to face opposition, no matter which potential
Cooperation (NAAEC) and the North American
route is ultimately chosen, so the agency is working to
Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC), which
mitigate public outcry by soliciting some public input.
prevent businesses from relocating to other countries,
The UNESCO website describes the cultural
exploiting lower wages and looser health, safety and
significance of the Last Chance Grade area:
environmental regulations. The NAAEC also set up a
“Archaeological surveys, test excavations, research
multi-national council to enforce the new provisions,
and consultations conducted over the past 20 years
though enforcement has always been considered very
have resulted in the recording of 50 prehistoric
lax.
archaeological sites, 19 historic sites and at least 21
The USMCA continues this three-nation council
places of significance to local Indian communities. The
and instructs it to “… carry out an assessment of
archaeological sites span 4,500 years and represent
the environmental laws and policies of the USMCA
changing settlement and subsistence systems.” Caltrans
countries— (1) to determine if such laws and policies are
has formed a Cultural Resources Committee to work
sufficient to implement their environmental obligations;
with local tribes. In addition to the cultural resources
and (2) to identify any gaps between such laws and
of the area, the Del Norte Coast is also home to rare
policies and their environmental obligations.” Some
and threatened species and old-growth forests, further
lawmakers and conservation organizations feel even
complicating the process.
this new iteration of the council will lack the teeth to
The project is currently entering the geotechnical
address environmental law enforcement.
studies phase. All of the proposed alternate routes
Chapter 24 of the USMCA includes general
run through historic landslide areas, so geologists
will drill down to see how the land is moving and
how construction will affect groundwater. To get an
accurate picture of how the land is moving and how
water is moving through the land, Caltrans needs
multiple years of data on the geotechnical aspects of
the land so it doesn't simply replicate the issues that
have caused the problem in the first place. Once it
has started the drilling for geotechnical studies, it will
begin the CEQA process for the rest of the project.
Caltrans has budgeted $50 million and 6 years for the
environmental studies process.
Alongside the geotechnical studies, throughout the
next 6 years Caltrans will also be conducting ground
surveys, botanical studies (2 years), wetland delineations,
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US Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Assessments,
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Biological
Assessments, traffic studies, and CEQA/NEPA Public
Workshops and comment period. Construction is set
to begin sometime between 2031 and 2039.

In the meantime, if Last Chance Grade fails, the
trip between Klamath and Crescent City will turn
into an 8 hour, 320 mile detour. Maps of potential
alternate routes and more information on the timeline
are available at lastchancegrade.com.

Project Timeline
Identifying, planning, and constructing an alternative route at Last Chance Grade is a complex
and lengthy process. Caltrans will need to conduct a variety of studies and analyses to support
decision making throughout the process and secure stakeholder and community agreement along
the way.
Below is a potential timeline that shows the sequence and timing of key project milestones under
two major assumptions:
1. The most expensive and lengthy alternative is selected at the end of the Environmental
process.
2. The project is approved for full funding by 2018.

2015
•
•
•

Project Study Report completed
Potential Funding Sources identified
Permitting process for geotechnical
studies initiated

•

Initiate Preliminary Geotechnical
Investigations
Expert Risk Assessment

•

Design and Permitting Phase

2017 - 2018

2026 - 2031

2031- 2039
•

Community workshops (Jan)
Stakeholder Group process (May)
Final Feasibility Study completed (June)

•

Project is funded, approved, and
Environmental Document process
initiated (8 years)
o Ground surveys
o Botanical studies (2 years)
o Geotechnical studies
o Wetland delineations
o US Fish and Wildlife Service
Biological Assessment and
Biological Opinion
o National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) Biological Assessment
and Biological Opinion
o Traffic studies
o Other studies and analysis
o CEQA/NEPA Public Workshops
and Comment period

2016

2018 - 2026

•

•
•
•

Construction begins (5 – 8 years)

•

Alternative route open for the public

2039

Project timeline credit: Cal Trans, Lastchancegrade.com
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City of Eureka Asks for Input on
What Happens Next with Climate
Caroline Griffith, EcoNews Journalist
Should the City of Eureka reduce greenhouse gas
(ghg) emissions by purchasing more electric buses? Or
by making certain bus routes free? Should we follow
the lead of the City of Berkeley and ban natural gas
in all new construction? How ambitious should the
County’s ghg reduction plan be? These were some of
the questions asked of the nearly 100 attendees at the
Climate Action Plan (CAP) workshop co-hosted by
the City of Eureka and Humboldt County on January
15 at the Wharfinger Building in Eureka.
According to Eureka Senior Planner Kristen Goetz,
the goal of the workshop was to solicit input and ideas
from the public, which will then be incorporated into
a Regional CAP. The County will come up with a list
of possible strategies, a menu of sorts, for the cities
within the county to choose from. This will enable cities
to tailor their ghg reduction plan to the community,
rather than adopting a generic county-wide plan.
Humboldt County Planner, Connor McGuigan,
explained the components of a Climate Action Plan.
The first step is to do a ghg inventory, looking at
regional emissions levels and sources. The most recent
inventory is from 2015, at which point the City of
Eureka produced 277,826 metric tons of CO2e, or
carbon dioxide equivalent; 70% of that was produced
by transportation, 12% from stationary combustion
(burning of natural gas, propane or wood), 12% from
electricity consumption, 3% from solid waste generation,
and 1% each from wastewater treatment, leaked
refrigerants and industrial point sources. Countywide,
the numbers are slightly different, with transportation
producing 54% of ghg emissions and livestock being the
second largest producer at 13% (see chart). There are
more beef cattle than dairy cows in Humboldt County.
Once we know where the emissions are coming from,

said McGuigan,
heaters to heat pumps.
These policies, along
the next step is
with rooftop solar
to identify a ghg
reduction target.
above and be yond
This is a shortRCEA goals and state
term goal, with a
mandates, would result
long-term vision.
in massive emissions
“We need to ask,
reduction.
‘Where do we want
Another strategy
to be in 10 or 20
involves developing
years?’” he said.
the inner city, where
“And how do our
people are closer to
local efforts fit into
services and transit,
the big picture?” SB
rather than building
32, the California
on the edges. “The way
Global Warming
our communities are
Solutions Act of
structured influences
our transportation
2006, mandates
c h o i c e s ,” s a i d
th at s t at e w i d e Humboldt County Green House Gas Emissions. Credit: Humboldt County
ghg emissions be
McGuigan, and
reduced to 40% below 1990 levels by 2030. The State
transportation contributes the majority of our emissions
in the county.
of California currently has the goal to reach net zero
Before wrapping up his presentation, McGuigan
emissions by 2045. In Humboldt County, the loss of
the industrial pollution associated with the timber
pointed out that even though Humboldt is a small
industry has already put us well below 1990 levels, so,
county and it may seem like we can’t make an impact
according to McGuigan, it is realistic to set a more
on a massive, global issue like climate change, the
ambitious goal. Though there is less industrial pollution
policies that are implemented can have a positive
now than in 1990, vehicle travel now generates more
effect beyond just reducing emissions. For example,
emissions than it did it then.
free bus passes or free bus lines, which cities the size
The third component of the CAP, once the ghg
of Eureka have provided with good results, not only
reduction goal has been set, is to figure out a strategy
provide environmental benefits, but they also provide
to reach that goal. This is a set of specific policies that
the social benefit of working to reduce the effects of
can be implemented by municipalities to move us
income inequality.
toward reduced emissions. To seed some policy change
The bulk of the workshop was reserved for attendees
ideas, McGuigan walked the crowd through a series of
to comment on what the CAP emissions reduction
potential policies that, if implemented together, could
target should be and to suggest policy ideas. Some ideas
bring our emissions near to zero. He
floated by the crowd included phasing out drive-thrus
Humboldt County Emissions by Jurisdiction. Credit; Humboldt County
also highlighted some visionary policies
at banks and restaurants, reducing the speed-limit
that have been implemented in other
to 55, more local production rather than imports,
cities, such as making bus routes free to
rationing gas, investing in cycling infrastructure and
increase ridership and take cars off the
culture, promoting a meat-free lifestyle and designating
road, and banning natural gas in new
certain areas of the city as “car-free.”
construction. He stressed that these were
The public input part of the process is vital, said
just examples, meant to inspire other
McGuigan. “People have suggested really innovative
policy change ideas from the public.
ideas, but if there isn’t a lot of support behind them,
The hypothetical scenario included such
they are hard to implement.”
ideas as: adding 526 public charging
Those who were unable to attend the workshop
stations for electric vehicles; adding 34
are encouraged to send policy ideas and questions to
new electric buses; mandating that all
Kristen Goetz at the City of Eureka (kgoetz@ci.eureka.
diesel fuel sold within the county have
ca.gov) or Connor McGuigan at County of Humboldt
(cmcguigan1@co.humboldt.ca.us). Suggestions will
20% renewable (synthetic) mix; adding
94 miles of bike trails; incentivizing 1000
be compiled, analyzed and brought back to the public
free bus passes tied to new multi-family
at a future public meeting as possible policies to be
development; incentivizing 5000 free
implemented by the City. At that point, residents will
bus passes through large employers;
be asked to weigh in on which climate strategies the
and converting 2300 gas and propane
City should adopt. Stay tuned on the City of Eureka
heaters and 2328 gas and propane water
website for more details.

19

www.yournec.org

Feb/Mar 2020

EcoNews

Get On Board for the Climate: Now What, Humboldt?
Martha Walden, 11th Hour
It would not be much of an exaggeration to say
that Terra-Gen unwittingly triggered a civil war here
in Humboldt County. Its bid to install wind turbines on
two of our ridges pitted good people who care about the
environment against good people who care about the
environment. Strike a blow against the future ravages
of global climate change or fight to protect precious
cultural and biological diversity today?
Whether or not showing Terra-Gen to the door
was a decisive victory for the environment is difficult
to say. It's easier to identify what was sacrificed:
community solidarity. Too much rancor marred
dialogue and intimidated people who tried to speak
in favor of the project. Unfortunately, that's often the
case when human passions run high.
However, there were also positive developments.
The Wiyot tribe effectively defended its historically
sacred land on Bear River Ridge, and many people in
the community backed them up. Many of the project's
opponents expressed their readiness to tackle the
problem of climate change. If they will follow through
and join forces with the project's advocates, we can

A Climate Crisis protestor. Photo: Markus Spiske

heal our differences in a productive way.
That's why I'm writing this column —to encourage
everyone to come together in a new wave of climate
activism. I recently met with a small group of people
to discuss how to get the ball rolling. We want to give
it a good kick out into the community, where as many
people as possible can get involved.
Humboldt County is currently working on its
Climate Action Plan, so this is a particularly good
time to give them the benefit of our feedback and
inspiration. We already know that the CAP won't
go nearly far enough to combat emissions, so one

possible project would be to write our own Climate
Action Plan to show what we want. We also talked
about writing climate emergency resolutions to pass
at city and county levels.
Organizing Fire Drill Fridays is something we
can do that doesn't require cooperation from the
government. Far from it! Direct action is an essential
part of demanding change. Not only celebrities need
apply.
Our biggest brainchild is to recruit you to help us
organize and come up with plans for action. For that
purpose we will plan a series of Climate Road Shows
from Rio Dell to McKinleyville to tap into maximum
community energy. Boring lectures will be avoided.
Instead we plan to use a hands-on exercise to identify
the biggest emitters and the measured effect of different
solutions. Afterwards we'll organize ourselves into
working groups.
Anyone with ideas, expertise, and energy is invited
to join in this campaign! We want to see people of all
ages and from all walks of life. You can email me at
marthawalden@suddenlink.net for more information.
Discover and shape what your contribution will be.
Every single one of us can be part of the solution.

Despite Objections, Motocross Track
Proponents Keep Moving Forward

Caroline Griffith, EcoNew Journalist

Adjacent to the dragstrip on the Samoa Peninsula
sits a roughly five-acre parcel of land, a former dumping
ground for dredging spoils, that Ken Goldie thinks is
the perfect spot for a motocross track. Dunes advocates
and neighbors disagree with him.
At a packed Eureka City Council meeting in
October of 2018, Goldie secured a lease from the City
of Eureka for the site, which sits within the County’s
jurisdiction. The land was leased to Goldie with the
caveat that he and other motocross proponents would
need to secure all of the necessary permits to use the
land for that purpose.
Currently, under the Humboldt County Beach and
Dunes Management Plan, all vehicle use is prohibited in
that area, meaning that at the very least, a zoning change
would be necessary to allow for a motocross track.
And, since the area in question is in the Coastal Zone,
the Coastal Commission would need to approve said
zoning change. At a recent meeting about the proposal,
residents of Fairhaven and Humboldt Baykeeper stated
their intention to keep this from happening.
Among the concerns of residents and environmental
advocates is a fear that opening this area up to off-
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An unheeded sign on the Samoa Dunes; Caroline Griffith

highway vehicles (OHVs) could lead to increased vehicle
use on neighboring properties and conservation areas,
which are home to sensitive plant and bird species.
Goldie claims that fencing and gating the proposed
area, which already sees a large amount of illegal OHV
use, will help to cut down on unsanctioned use and
the resulting environmental degradation. Opponents
aren’t buying that logic. They point out that the existing
fences and signs have not kept people from illegally
riding in the dunes. The only thing that will stop it,
they say, is if there is a regular OHV patrol and actual
enforcement of the laws.
www.yournec.org

Other concerns include noise pollution, increased
emissions, and the impact of having 14 motocross
events per year with potentially up to 600 participants
and spectators at each. There are no plans to build
any other facilities on the site, rather to just use the
existing dragstrip facilities. There is also no Tsunami
Evacuation Plan.
And what about the fact that the site is a former
dumping ground for dredging spoils which are known to
be contaminated with dioxins and pentachlorophenol?
When one Fairhaven resident asked Goldie if he was
concerned about stirring up contaminants, he replied
that this was already happening with the current illegal
usage which his track would cut down on.
Now, the hurdle for the motocross track is to get
Coastal Commission approval for a zoning change,
which appears unlikely to happen. Supervisor Virginia
Bass pointed out that the County had been trying
for four years to get Coastal Commission approval
for some No Parking signs along the highway on the
peninsula, with no results. So, no matter what, this
project has an uphill battle.
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Shorts

Scientists Advocate for
Mobile Protected Areas in
the High Seas

Short bits of interest and positivity

Caroline Griffith. EcoNews Journalist

Norway Becomes First
Country in the World to
Ban Deforestation
Following through with a pledge made in 2014,
Norway has declared that its public procurement
policy will now be deforestation-free. The biggest
cause of deforestation is agriculture, which means
that the country will no longer be purchasing beef,
palm oil, soy and wood products from Argentina,
Bolivia, Brazil, Paraguay, Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Papua New Guinea, which were responsible for 40
percent of deforestation between 2000 and 2011. Not
only that, but the country has agreed to pay $150
million in aid to Liberia through 2020 to help prevent
deforestation. The aid is designed to keep Liberians
from logging for profit.

NCCS

Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services
The Green Cleaning
Specialists
Commercial office cleaning,
window cleaning, and
carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com
707-269-0180
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502
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The U.N. is currently updating the laws that govern
international waters, providing a unique opportunity
to include provisions for creating dynamic zones that
could protect highly mobile species like whales, sea
turtles, sharks and sea birds, species that can cross
entire oceans in search of food and breeding grounds.
As the effects of climate change intensify, the territories
these species cover will likely shift, making the fixed
boundaries of their protected zones inadequate.
Scientists from the University of Washington are
advocating for “dynamic management strategies” that
will make use of existing technology to track species
movement and change the boundaries of protected
areas in real time. "New technology is making this
dynamic approach to ocean conservation possible,
at the same time that climate change is making it
necessary," said Sara Maxwell, the lead author of a
study in dynamic management strategies.

Food in Exchange
for Trash
The Garbage Cafe in Ambikapur has made the
city the second cleanest in India. Patrons have their
plastic waste weighed and get a warm meal in return.
Citizens say it has made them aware of single-use
plastic waste and the need to keep it out of the streets.
The cafe, whose tagline is “More the waste, better the
taste,” is helping to solve the plastic waste problem and
hunger at the same time. No word on what happens
to the trash after it is collected.

Wildlife Abundant in
Fukushima Exclusion Zone
The absence of humans has led to an abundance
of wildlife in the area surrounding the evacuated zone
around the Fukushima nuclear reactor. More than 20
species have been photographed by researchers using
game cameras in the exclusion zone. Though their
numbers are large, their radiation levels and health
have not been evaluated.

www.yournec.org

Bangladesh Gives Legal
Rights to All Rivers
Last summer, the government of Bangladesh gave
rights of personhood to every single one of its rivers,
meaning those who damage rivers can be prosecuted
in a court of law. Though other countries and entities,
including the Yurok Tribe, have recognized the rights
of individual bodies of water, no other country has gone
so far as to do so for all of its rivers. “In Bangladesh,
the river is considered as our mother,” Mohammad
Abdul Matin, general secretary of the Dhaka-based
environmental group Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon,
told NPR. “The river is now considered by law, by code,
a living entity, so you’ll have to face the consequence
by law if you do anything that kills the river.” As with
other waters that have been granted personhood, the
question now is how to equitably enforce the law.

How Will We Change Our
Polluting Ways?
A new study by the University of Sussex shows
there is a considerable lack of funding for social science
research into how to get individuals and societies to
overcome ingrained habits and make the changes
necessary to mitigate climate change. According to the
study's estimates, between 1990 and 2018 the natural
and technical sciences received 770% more funding
than the social sciences for research on climate change.
Funding of climate research seems to be based on the
assumption that if scientists can figure out a fix, then
politicians, businesses and citizens will spontaneously
change their behavior. Indra Overland, who heads the
Centre for Energy Research at the Norwegian Institute
of International Affairs, said: "The one-sided emphasis
on the natural sciences leaves one wondering whether
funding for climate research is managed by climate
sceptics. It's as if they don't quite believe in climate
change, so they keep looking into how it really works,
rather than trying to work out how to actually stop it."

Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400
654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com
CA License #0E79262
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Arcata Single-Use Plastics

...disappointing for environmental protection advocates
but also added costs to US production, while Mexico
and Canada were not bound by these regulations. This
hobbled some sectors of US commerce, agriculture
in particular. Many economists felt that inequity led
to some US businesses moving to Mexico. To address
these concerns amendments were adopted in 1994:
the North American Agreement on Environmental
Cooperation (NAAEC) and the North American
Agreement on Labor Cooperation (NAALC), which
prevent businesses from relocating to other countries
to exploit lower wages and looser health, safety and
environmental regulations. The NAAEC also set up a
multi-national council to enforce the new provisions,
though enforcement has always been considered very
lax.
The USMCA continues this three-nation council
and instructs it to “…carry out an assessment of the
environmental laws and policies of the USMCA
countries— (1) to determine if such laws and policies are
sufficient to implement their environmental obligations;
and (2) to identify any gaps between such laws and
policies and their environmental obligations.” Some
lawmakers and conservation organizations feel even
this new iteration of the council will lack the teeth to
address environmental law enforcement.
Chapter 24 of the USMCA includes general
guidance that emphasizes USMCA parties’ need to
cooperate to protect and conserve the environment.
It requires each country to maintain an environmental
impact assessment process that covers protecting the
ozone layer, protecting the marine environment from
ship pollution and marine debris, improving air quality,
preventing the loss of biodiversity, preventing, detecting
and controlling invasive alien species, protecting
and conserving marine species as well as promoting
sustainable forest management.
The U S le g islation include s budge t ar y
authorizations for the various federal agencies to
engage in environmental review and enforcement. The
budgets which cover the period until 2023, include
over $44 million dollars, with some restrictions.
The new USMCA is expected to be taken up by
the full Senate by the end of January and signed into
law by the President soon thereafter.

At the January 21, 2020 meeting of the Arcata City
Council, the Council considered a range of options,
exemptions, and waivers for the Single Use Foodware
and Plastics Ordinance, and ultimately chose a strong
version with a reasonable timeline for implementation.
This ordinance is just the beginning in reducing
single use plastics — a major contributor to global
warming. Public adoption of ‘bring your own’ reusable
beverage and takeout containers is essential. Continued
work is necessary to develop the infrastructure for
reuse – such as water bottle refill stations.
For significant changes to be successful and longlasting, all three sectors of our community must work
together:
• Nonprofits, environmental organizations,

Continued from page 17

Page 10 Poem Answer:
Radiolaria

Radiolarians, microscopic protozoa
known for their beautifully structured
skeletons, live in the upper layers of all
the earth’s oceans. When they die, their
minute skeletons fall to the ocean floor,
eventually forming silica deposits such as
chert, flint and tripoli.
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Update from page 6

churches and schools must be active in
consumer and youth education about adopting
reuse and waste reduction habits. This is a
cultural shift.
• The private sector is needed to integrate waste
reduction ethics into their business operations.
• Local government must play its role to encourage
and enforce less wasteful policies and practices,
in particular, to reduce the damage caused by
single use plastics.
Zero Waste Humboldt is encouraging residents and
visitors to support the businesses that are demonstrating
a real commitment to reduce single use plastics in
Arcata. The best way for shoppers and restaurantgoers to show their appreciation to Arcata businesses
and events is with their patronage.
The next hearing and final approval for the proposed
Single Use Foodware and Plastics Ordinance will be
scheduled for an Arcata City Council Meeting in
early February. To urge Council to approve a strong
ordinance, you can send your email letter to the City
Manager, kdiemer@cityofarcata.org and for the date
of the next hearing, go to the City’s website.

Adopt-a-Beach
You Can Help
Keep Our
Beaches Clean!
Adopt-A-Beach to help keep
our beaches and waterways
clean year-round! It’s easy! Just
pick a beach, sign up with the
NEC, gather some friends and
get out there!

www.yournec.org/
adoptabeach
707-822-6918

www.yournec.org
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Help us continue to
advocate, educate, and
bring you
YES! I will help the Northcoast

Environmental Center protect our
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!
Name
Address
City

State

Phone

Zip

E-mail
My gift is (check one box if applicable):
in memory of

in honor of

a gift membership

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift
Address ____________________________
membership)

City ________________________________

A subscription to EcoNews is included
with your membership. Please choose one option:
I would like to save resources and read
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the
address above.

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:
(student or

$30 - Trillium low income)
$100 - Coho Salmon
$250 - Spotted Owl
Other ________

$50 - Paciﬁc Fisher
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

I would like to become a sustaining member!
I pledge $___________ per month.
Please bill my credit card monthly.
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

Save resources, donate online: www.yournec.

org. If you prefer, mail this form with a check or
ﬁll in your credit card information below.
Check enclosed (Payable to NEC)
Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518
Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we
will list your name in publications as a donor.

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous.
The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-proﬁt organization.
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Northcoast Environmental Center
415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
MAIL TO: PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518
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