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Thank you for picking up the North Coast 
Environmental Center’s Zero Waste Event 
Guide! This guide is designed to help you 
access resources throughout the city to help 
you host a Zero Waste event.  

What are Zero Waste 
Practices ? 
In this day and age, our world is plagued 
by single use plastic and paper 
products. Zero Waste practices strive to 
manage the use of materials by first 
preventing waste. These practices are 
primarily based on waste prevention, but 
also include waste management 
practices such as recycling and 
composting. The goal of Zero Waste 
practices are to ensure nothing is sent 
to landfill, as well as ensuring the 
resources extracted from the earth are 
used in the  most efficient way possible 
without placing excess burden on the 
environment.  

Why Are Zero Waste 
Practices so Important?  
According to a Recent study conducted 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Americans generate 500 billion 
pounds or 250 million tons of solid 
waste every year.  

 
Our society is a high-consumption 
society; we acquire and dispose of 
goods in exponential amounts. As waste 
generation increases, as does air, 
ground, and water pollution. The 
negative impacts of waste disposal on 
our natural resources ultimately affects 
the surrounding ecosystem.  

Why Host a Zero Waste 
Event? 
By hosting a Zero Waste event, you are 
helping the community learn and use 
Zero Waste practices.  You can help 
guide society in the right direction and 
conserve our resources.  

To minimise paper waste, we ask that 
you reuse this Zero Waste events guide 
in the future, or pass it on rather than 
recycling it or throwing it away. Or, feel 
free to return it to the North Coast 
Environmental Center at 415 I St In 
Arcata.  
When hosting a Zero Waste event, the 
overall goal is to ensure the least 
amount of material will be sent to the 
landfill at the end of your event.  
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Choosing Sustainable 
Alternatives 
“Reusable materials should always be 
the first choice. If this is not possible, 
then compostable is the second choice, 
followed by recyclable materials. 
Compostable materials cannot have a 
plastic (wax-like) lining. Many single-use 
materials say that they are compostable 
or recyclable on their package. This is 
usually geographically determined. 
Materials that are compostable in a 
large centralized composting facility in 
one region of the country, may not be 
compostable in Humboldt County.  
 
The closest large-scale composting 
facility is 165 miles away in Potter 
Valley. (Unless you arrange to deliver 
your food waste and compostable paper 
to them as part of a trip along that way, 
consider the carbon footprint of hauling 
that distance. Reusable utensils are 
always the most sustainable option, but 
bamboo or paper items are more 
sustainable than plastic single use 
options. If you have selected recyclable 

food serviceware, BPA and plastic-free 
items are preferable. Remember that 
food-soiled paper is not recyclable, but 
can be put in with the compost. Avoid all 
styrofoam, and single-use plastics.” - 
Zero Waste Humboldt 
 
Please refer to Zero Waste 
Humboldt’s Food Packaging Analysis 
Guide for more information. 

Reduce First 
The best way to reduce the ecological 
footprint of your event is to primarily 
focus on reducing the amount of 
up-front material used.  
 
This could include: 

● Buying items with limited 
packaging 

● Considering the reusability of 
objects bought for an event 

● Consider renting or borrowing 
items from companies or 
organizations that lend out 
supplies.  

 .  
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Local Event Material Rentals 
Limit single use materials for your events by renting materials. Local event rental 
businesses supply materials such as tables and chairs, glassware, dishware, 
tablecloths and much more.  
 
The Northcoast Environmental Center’s Zero Waste Lending Library 
415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521 | yournec.org 
 
The NEC lends out table cloths, linen napkins, wine glasses, and mason jars to the public. 
Nonprofits are able to use the supplies for free. Other entities are asked to donate $50. Visit 
www.yournec.org/lendinglibrary to fill out our lending form and make a reservation 
 
Party Place Eureka 
940 Broadway St. Eureka, CA 95501 |  707-443-0833 | Partyplaceeureka.com  
 
Rentals include dishes, glassware, flatware, entertainment equipment, tables and chairs, 
tents/canopies and cooking equipment. 
  
North Coast Events & Rentals 
610 Seventh St.Fortuna, CA 95540 | 707-682-6136 | www.northcoasteventsandrentals.net 
 
From silverware and glassware to chandeliers and drapes, North Coast Events & Rentals has a 
large selection of items to make your event special. They have the largest chair inventory in 
Humboldt County with 1,500 chairs in stock.  
 
Something Borrowed Event Rentals 
707-497-9934 | Eureka, CA | http://www.somethingborrowedeventrentals.net/ 
 
Something Borrowed Event Rentals includes tableware, dessert displays, seating, tables, 
vases, lighting, and chalkboards available to rent for your event or gathering. 
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Arcata’s Reuse Resources: 
By reusing materials rather than single use plastic or paper, you can help to reduce the 
overall environmental impact of your planned event. Items such as reusable plates, 
cups, or utensils can be found at a variety of locations, such as second hand stores. 
Below are listed a variety of locations where reduced materials can be found for an 
event, or locations where items can be donated for reuse after an event.  
 
Angels of Hope 
1309 10th St. Arcata | (707) 822-5019  
Store Hours: Mon - Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am - 5pm 

● Donations accepted: Tues - Sat from 11am - 4pm 
○ Women’s clothing only accepted on Tuesdays 
○ No mattresses, large appliances, pillows, or toys.  
○ Free local, ground-level pick-up available (call to schedule)  

 
Arcata Presbyterian Church  
1309 10th St. Arcata | (707) 822-5019  
Business Hours: Tues & Fri 12:30pm - 4:30pm 

● Donations only during business hours. No furniture or electronics.  
 
Companion Animal Foundation 
88 Sunny Brae Center Arcata | (707) 826-7387  
Business Hours: Tues - Fri 10am - 5:30pm, Sat 10am - 5pm 

● Donations accepted Tues - Sat, 10am-3pm  
 
Discovery Shop (Benefits American Cancer Society) 
2942 F St. Eureka | (707) 443-2155  
Business Hours: Mon - Fri 9:30 - 5:30, Sat 10am - 5pm, Sun 12pm - 4pm 

● Donations: Working electronics accepted.  
○ No car seats, mattresses, pillows, or medical equipment.  
○ Furniture pick-up offered for $10-$20 fee, depending on location. 

 
Hospice Shop  
575 H St. Arcata | (707) 826-2545 
Business Hours: Mon - Fri 9:30am - 5pm, Sat 10am - 5pm 

● Donations accepted Mon - Sat from 12pm - 4pm 
○ No children’s items, electronics, mattresses, or medical equipment  
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Reusable Office Supply Exchange - “R.O.S.E.” House  
Humboldt State University campus in Warren House 53  
 
Need supplies for an office event? , ROSE House provides lightly used office supplies for free in 
the Arcata community. Common items found at ROSE include notebooks, folders, binders, 
pens, pencils, and dividers.  
 
Following an office event, consider donating slightly used office supplies to the ROSE house to 
divert waste in the landfill. 
 
https://wrrap.humboldt.edu/content/rose  
 
 
SCRAP Humboldt Creative Reuse Center 
101 G Street Arcata | 707-822-2452 
 
SCRAP is a local non profit organization that promotes zero waste through creative reuse. The 
store offers a wide selection of items perfect for any creative reuse projects. They also offer 
various educational programs and workshops that focus on environmental sustainability.  
https://scraphumboldt.org/ 
 
Zero Waste Humboldt 
Zero Waste Humboldt provides education to the public, technical assistance and training, and 
advocates for sustainable materials management and Zero Waste policies in the Humboldt 
County Area 
 
ZWH’s Zero Waste Certification Program - includes a 4-hour training, templates and tools to 
assist in implementing the Zero Waste Method, a basic scorecard and point system, 
independent review panel of 5, and on-site assistance and review for each business. The 
businesses and organizations awarded Zero Waste certification will be acknowledged as 
learning models for others seeking to apply Zero Waste practices to their businesses.  
https://zerowastehumboldt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Updated-Event-Guide.pdf 
https://zerowastehumboldt.org/about/ 
contact@zerowastehumboldt.org 
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Venue Rentals 
By deciding to host a Zero Waste Event, selecting a location for the gathering is crucial 
to conserving resources. Below are a few local venue rentals to host your next Zero 
Waste event at.  
 
 
Bayside Community Hall 
707-822-9998 | baysidecommunityhall.org/hallrental 
 
Bayside Community Hall is a local event venue located off of Jacoby Creek Road in Bayside. 
The hall is rated to hold 280 people and the kitchen is rated at 120 people for a standing or 
auditorium style event. Refer to the web address below for pricing and more information.  
 
The Sanctuary 
1301 J Street Arcata, CA 95521 | (707) 822-0898 | sanctuaryarcata.org/rentals/ 
 
The Sanctuary exists to creatively connect people with resources, experiences, ideas, and each 
other. Located in downtown Arcata, CA, the Sanctuary is a community arts center and non-profit 
organization based in an historic building that was constructed in 1916 to be the Arcata 
Women's Clubhouse. Today, it is a bustling community center, gallery, artist residency, library, 
music venue, and workshop, with lab facilities including printmaking, ceramics, textiles, small 
metals, book arts, woodworking, music recording, bicycle repair, culinary arts, gardening, 
homesteading, and more and strive to conserve resources. 
The Sanctuary offers event spaces for rent including a Grandhall, meeting room, kitchen, dining 
hall, and print shop. Book you rental and receive pricing details at the web address below.  
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Waste Diversion 
Whatever waste is created by your event, plan ahead to divert it from the landfill. By 
donating leftover food or items, composting scraps or choosing “biodegradable” 
materials carefully you can host a truly “Zero Waste” event. 
 

Food Donations 
If there is leftover, unused food from a hosted event, consider donating it to one of the 
organisations below to help reduce food waste and give back to the community by donating it to 
a local community kitchen.  
 
 

Food for People  
307 W. 14th St. Eureka | (707) 445-3166  
Business Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 4:30pm 

● Drop donations off during normal business hours  
○ Accepts sealed, non perishable food. No homemade foods or glass.  

Composting 
Leftover food scraps and biodegradable materials can be composted to divert waste 
from the landfill. Locally, there are many options for composting materials. When waste 
is sent to a landfill,  organic waste cannot be oxygenated. This causes a harmful 
greenhouse gas to be produced known as methane, which contributes to climate 
change and damages the atmosphere. However, when this same waste is composted 
above ground, oxygen helps the waste to decompose aerobically, producing little 
methane, and helping to reduce the greenhouse gasses released into our atmosphere. 
Wheather composting at home, or outsourcing with a local group, composting materials 
from your event can help to reduce the overall impact of your event. 
 
The Local Worm Guy 
Based out of Fielbrook, The Local Worm Guy Company offers a compost pick up service to 
Arcata, Eureka, and the greater part of Mckinleyville.  
 
707-385-WORM(9676) 
https://www.localwormguy.com/signup.html#/ 
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Recycling 
Recycling Reduces the amount of waste sent to landfills and incinerators, Conserves 
natural resources, prevents pollution by reducing the need to collect new raw materials 
and saves energy. But, recycling should be the final resort for diverting waste from the 
landfill. Energy is still needed to transport and convert recycling waste. Reducing the 
initial amount of waste and using reusable materials should take priority over 
purchasing materials that are then to be recycled.  

City of Arcata Recycling Guidelines: 
https://www.cityofarcata.org/DocumentCenter/View/3202/Curbside-Recycling-Guideline
s-PDF 

City of Eureka Recycling Guidelines: 
https://www.recology.com/recology-humboldt-county/eureka/resources/ 

Making Sure Your Products Support Zero Waste Practices 
In the state of California, the term biodegradable cannot be used on any plastic product 
Unless a product or packaging is truly compostable or marine degradable by 
established standards. But even with this legislation in place, there are sometimes 
mixed results at compost facilities due to the wide range of parameters and 
technologies used. In Humboldt county there are no industrial compost facilities. This 
means many bioplastics cannot be composted here. Ensure you select products that 
are compostable without the use of industrial facilities for your event.  
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