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50th Anniversary of Earth Day
NEC Board Member, Dan Sealy, 

is in the early stages of working on 
the history of the NEC in preparation 
for our 50th anniversary next year. In 
speaking with some who were there 
at the fi rst organizing meetings, it 
has become clear that formation of 
the NEC was in direct response to 
the fi rst Earth Day in 1970. Local 
environmentalists and conservation 
organizations, as well as HSU faculty 
and campus groups, were seeking 
ways to educate the public on issues 
raised on Earth Day, from concerns 
about the widening of a local freeway 
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It’s with a mixture of sadness 

and gratitude that I announce 
our wonderful Administrative & 
Development Director, Bella Waters, 
has accepted a full-time position 
with the Environmental Services 
department at the City of Arcata. 
While I personally will mourn the loss 
of my great work partner, Bella, I’m at 
the same time very happy for her and 
her family for this great opportunity. 
Financial and health security have 
to be at the top of all of our agendas 
in this day and age. On behalf of the 
Board and the NEC membership, we 
wish Bella the best of success in her 
new position. We’d like to give a shout 
out to former NEC Board President 
and Bella’s new boss, Mark Andre, for 
being so gracious in helping with the 
transition.

Let’s take a minute and refl ect on 
some of the accomplishments that 
the NEC experienced during Bella’s 
tenure. 

• Reorganized operations.
• Maintained offi  ce hours.

• Formed a tight working relationship 
with staff .

• Supervised the move from the 
Greenway building to our current 
permanent location.

• Helped tremendously to coordinate 
the beginnings of the cleanup 
eff orts of our 9th street property.

• Oversaw the awarding and 
implementation of grants like the 
Whale Tail Grant for our CLEAN! 
Coastal Learning, Education and 
Action Now! Project; Arcata Main 
Street, Oyster Festival Aquaculture 
Support Fund for our Adopt-
a-Block Program; and Alaskan 
Brewing Co.’s CODE Grant for our 
Encouraging Community Wide 
Zero Waste Eff orts program. 

• Helped build capacity at the NEC, 
which now includes two more paid 
staff  members.

• Developed a comprehensive 
employee handbook, and educated 
the Personnel Committee on 
the latest rules and regulations 
regarding employment in the state 
of California.

• Helped create charters for all of our 
active committees.

• Reactivated the Conservation 
Committee and developed several 
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new committees (Tech, 
Personnel).

• Enhanced the eff ectiveness 
and organization of events.

• Increased guidance and 
support for our intern 
program. 

• Enhanced the lending library 
and supported zero waste 
goals at events with the 
addition of linens. 

• Oversaw the transition from 
the outdated website to a more 
functional Wordpress site.

� e Personnel Committee 
conducted a thorough hiring 
process, reviewing a number of great 
applications.  We’d like to introduce 
you to our new Administrative 
& Development Director, Carrie 
Tully. Carrie is a graduate student 
in the Environment & Community 
program at HSU.  Motivated by her 
own complex life experiences, Carrie 
strives to build stronger relationships 
with her human and more-than-
human community.  In her downtime 
you can fi nd her at the beach with her 
daughter and their dog, Indi. We’re 
excited to welcome Carrie on board! 

Continued
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News from the Center
Continued from prior page In This Issue
to outrage over oil spills on California beaches and 
increasing air pollution. A “Center” was raised as 
a way to unite disparate groups and people around 
issues of importance, groups which, up to that 
point, had little strategic communication or unifi ed 
actions. � e NEC still embodies those strategic 
roles of education, organizing and action.

To help celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Earth 
Day, the NEC is organizing a beach clean up on 
Sunday, April 26th. See page 9 for more details. 

Huffman’s Public Lands Bill Update
Rep. Jared Huff man’s Northwest California 

Wilderness, Recreation, and Working Forests 
Act H.R.2250 has passed out of the House of 
Representatives as part of a package of bills called 
Protecting America’s Wilderness Act. � e next 
step is introduction in the Senate. � at has just 
happened.

Our Senator, Kamala Harris, has introduced 
“� e PUBLIC Lands Act” S.3288 which contains 
the three California bills passed out of the House of 
Representatives in February as part of H.R.2546, the 
Protecting America’s Wilderness Act.

Senator Harris’s bill would expand protections 
to over 1 million acres of public lands while also 
increasing access and opportunities for outdoor 
recreation across California. � e bill is supported 
by a large and diverse coalition of local, regional, 
and national stakeholders and advocates for our 
public lands.

Senator Harris has requested that S.3288 be 
included in the next group of bills presented for a 
legislative hearing before the Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. � e NEC and its member 
group S.A.F.E. will continue to be involved trying to 
push this bill forward through the Senate. 

Climate News
Worldwide, this February was among the 

warmest Februarys on record.  Locally, Trinity 
and Shasta counties received zero rainfall for the 
month, breaking all records. Not a good sign as we 
approach another fi re season. Particularly worrying 
after watching what happened in Australia, where 
over a million animals were lost to many stubborn 
fi res. We can only be hopeful that more snow and 
rain this spring will help lessen the severity of the 
threat. 

Spring Dinner & Dance
What a night! � anks to everyone who came 

out for our largest fundraiser of the year. While 
our turnout was somewhat less than prior years, 
our silent auction was hopping! Huge thanks to 
Kingfoot for their musical talents, Jeff  Kelly for 
providing the sound and all the equipment, Jeff  St. 
John and Richard Beresford for mixing and pouring 
the drinks, Chris Beresford and Barbara Reisman 

for the table pieces and keeping the food fl owing, 
Kris Diamond for securing so many amazing silent 
auction donations, Tiff any Perez and Denise Jones 
for providing immense kitchen support, and Megan 
Bundy for her wonderful photos of the event and 
the photo booth. We couldn’t pull off  an event of 
this size without them and many other volunteers. 
� anks to our strong and loyal business community 
who donated generous silent auction items, food 
and drink. You can view a list of these businesses 
on page 3. If you missed this one, be sure to attend 
in 2021 for our 50th celebration! 

New Work Study
We’d like to welcome our new Work Study 

student, Brittany Kleinschnitz, who will be assisting 
with events and offi  ce tasks. Brittany is obtaining 
her Masters of Social Work degree from HSU 
and would ultimately love to conduct wilderness 
excursions for youth. She’s received her California 
Naturalist Certifi cation and has volunteered for a 
number of organizations including the Mission: 
Wolf Sanctuary in Colorado, assisted with tri-
county bat surveys in Tuolumne and Calaveras 
county and is currently volunteering at the 
Southern Humboldt Family Resource Center. Be 
sure to introduce yourself next time you’re in the 
offi  ce. 

Reusable Water Bottles
� anks again to all who have donated reusable 

water bottles to share with the Raven Project. 
Unfortunately, the Raven Project lost a signifi cant 
amount of funding and had to reduce its hours 
and programs. We’ll be partnering with the Arcata 
House Annex to ensure your reusable bottles are 
given another opportunity to cut down on single-
use plastic! � e Arcata House Annex provides 
advocacy and services to those who are homeless or 
facing food insecurity.

The Coronavirus (COVID-19)
After we wrote this article, the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) has upended business as usual for 
everybody and the NEC is no exception. We’re 
practicing social distancing, or, as we like to call it, 
spacious solidarity and the offi  ce will be closed until 
further notice. Staff  will be working from home and 
meetings will be held via phone. Most NEC and 
community events have been postponed, including 
Godwit Days and Earth Day Beach Clean. 

Microscope Donations
We are donating a few 

microscopes to local schools. 
If you would like to be 

considered please write a 
letter expressing how this 

would benefi t your classroom.
Submit a letter to chelsea@
yournec.org by April 30th

SINCERE GRATITUDE TO:
• All who supported our Spring Dinner 

& Dance via their donations, time and 
enthusiasm! View a complete list of donors 
& volunteers on page 3

• Sue & Tom Leskiw for donating the amazing 
assortment of baked desserts for our dinner 
fundraiser.

• Aisha Cissna for joining the NEC Board of 
Directors.  

• Laurel North, who sanded and repaired our 
sandwich board!

• Kris Diamond for her amazing work on 
obtaining auction items for our Silent 
Auction.

• HSU faculty advisors who support the 
Environmental Policy Interns: Steve Martin, 
Laurie Richmond, Yvonne Everett, Jenn 
Tarlton and Rosemary Sherriff .

Bouquets
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SPring Dinner and Dance Fundraiser 
Our deepest gratitude to all our volunteers and donors who made this a fun, successful event!

Carrie Tullly and daughter, Kallie Greg. Credit: Megan Bunday Spring Dinner & Dance attendees. Credit: Casey Cruikshank Bryon Duty and Aly Krystkowiak. Credit: Megan Bunday

FooD Donors
Costco
Follow Your Heart
Humboldt Creamery
Humboldt Offi  ce of Education
Jacoby Creek Land Trust
Mad River Brewery
Moonstone Crossing
Murphy's Market
Natural Decadence
North Coast Co-op
Rita's Mexican Grill
Rumiano Cheese Company
Shakefork Farm
Sue Leskiw
Tofu Shop

Volunteers
Carolyn Ayres
Chris Beresford
Richard Beresford

Megan Bunday
Jacksons Carrasco
Andy Chambers
Aisha Cissna
Kris Diamond
Bryon Duty
Tara Foster
Margaret Gainer
Rose Glass
Giff ord Hall
Susan Halpin
Eliana Horowitz
Denise Jones
Aly Krystkowiak
Laurel North
Tiff any Perez
Michael Pulliam
Barbara Reisman
Nancy Steens
Ula Varley

Auction Donors
Adventure's Edge 
Alchemy Distillery 
All Under Heaven
AMPT Skate Shop
Arcata Scoop 
Bayside Garden Supply 
Beachcomber Cafe Trinidad 
Bead Dreams
Benefi cial Living Center
Blue Heron Botanicals 
Brick and Fire Restaurant 
Bubbles 
Cafe Marina & Woodley's Bar 
California Native Plant 
Society 
Caravan of Dreams 
Center Activities and Hum-
boldt Aquatics 
Dandelion Herbal Center 
Dave Imper

Picture this: walking around the marsh while the warming sun is rising, birds 
chirping and fl itting around you. Followed by hiking around the evolving 
dunes to spot a variety of beach birds such as snowy plovers, great harriers 
or peregrine falcons.  � en ending the morning with a picnic on Mad River 
to spy a bald eagle or osprey.  Sounds relaxing and doable. 

Now, top it off  with the opportunity to raise funds for the NEC and Redwood 
Region Audubon Society (RRAS) and you have a winning recipe for the 6th 
Annual Tim McKay Memorial Birdathon! 

Similar to a walk-a-thon, a birdathon is a way to raise donations by recruiting 
pledges for each bird species spotted within 24 hours. After fi nding pledgers 
and creating a fun team name, participants of all ages head out to bird as a 
team or on their own. Donations are collected by the team captains after the 
birding period, and are split between the RRAS and NEC.

� e Birdathon runs from May 2-10, and you can bird for any 24 hour period 
within those dates. Learn more at www.yournec.org/birdathon.

Take the day to enjoy our beautiful area and our local avian friends while 
supporting RRAS and the NEC! 

Raise Funds for the NEC and Audubon by Birding! 

Diane's Sweet Heat 
Donna Wildearth
Eco Groovy
Fabric Temptations 
Far North Climbing Gym
Fieldbrook Winery 
Gabriel's Italian Restaurant 
Global Village Gallery 
Greene Lily Cafe
Hatchet House 
HealthSPORT
Heart Bead 
Hits and Kicks 
Holly Yashi 
Hot Knots 
Humboldt Craft Spirits 
Humboldt Distillery
Humboldt Herbals 
Jitter Bean Coff ee 
Jogg'n Shoppe 
Jonsteen Nursery 

JuJuBees 
Kayak Trinidad 
Kris Diamond
Lighthouse Plaza 
Liscom Hill Pottery Works
Lost Whale Inn 
Mad River Gardens 
Mark Larson
Mendocino Gems 
Miller Farms Nursery 
Minor Theater 
Moonrise Herbs 
Natural History Museum 
Northtown Books 
Northtown Coff ee 
Old Town Coff ee & Chocolates 
Om Shala Yoga Studio 
Pierson's Building Supply 
Center 
Plaza Grill 
Plaza: Be Inspired

Ramones's Bakery and Cafe 
Redwood Music Mart 
Redwood Yogurt
Rosy Glow 
Scott North
SCRAP 
Sea Grill
Sequoia Park Zoo 
Shipwreck 
Simply Mac 
The Front Porch
The Griffi  n 
Tin Can Mailman 
Tobago's Plants 
Tosha Yoga 
Turtle Rocks Inn
Ultimate Yogurt 
Vintage Avenger 
Wildwood Music
Woodlab Designs 
Zen
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Let's Make Earth Day 
Meaningful

Caroline Griffi  th, EcoNews Journalist
� is February was the second driest on record for 

Humboldt County, which is also ground zero for sea-
level rise on the West Coast with levels projected to 
rise one foot by 2030. As we confront a climate crisis 
that is coming from multiple directions, it’s easy to 
forget just how much sooner we would have reached 
this point if environmental consciousness had not 
been raised in the 60s and 70s. 

� e fi rst Earth Day, in 1970, was organized by 
Gaylord Nelson after witnessing the ravages of an oil 
spill off  the coast of California. Inspired by the actions 
of anti-war protestors, Nelson wanted to channel 
that energy to aff ect change. Started as a grassroots 
movement, Earth Day built public support for the 
creation of the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and contributed to the passage of the Clean 
Air Act, the Water Quality Improvement Act, and the 
Endangered Species Act, legislations that have protected 
our resources and improved our lives immeasurably. 

As someone born on the cusp of Generations X 
and Y, it’s hard for me to imagine a time before Earth 
Day and the legislation that followed. Unfortunately, 
for many in my generation, it has become a holiday 
like Halloween or Valentine’s Day; we celebrate with 
a specifi c activity (most likely a trash cleanup), get a 
commemorative t-shirt or reusable mug, then have 
snacks and go home. On the 50th anniversary of 
the fi rst Earth Day, as our lives are being upended 
by COVID-19, I propose that we all take the time to 
celebrate this holiday in a meaningful way and think 
about how we can change our lives and our legislation 
to protect our home. Let’s recognize what is essential-
-our families and communities, whether human, plant 
or animal, and access to clean air, water and soil-- and 
let’s fi ght like hell to protect them.   

Here’s a selection of some recent 
EcoNews Reports:

The Wildlands Conservancy 
Protects Valuable California 
Ecology by Buying it Up
Feb. 29, 2020 – Emily Allee of 
the Wildlands Conservancy joins 
Tom Wheeler (of EPIC) and Alicia 
Hamann (of Friends of the Eel) to 
talk about the ambitious work that 
the nonprofi t is doing right here in 
Humboldt and across the state.

Local Hugo-Award Winning Author Becky 
Chambers Talks About Her Worlds and This One
Feb. 22, 2020 – Becky Chambers, local resident and 
Hugo-Award winning science fi ction author, talks with 
the Green Gang about her work and her philosophy of 
science fi ction. 

Billboards, The Great Redwood Trail & More!
Feb. 15, 2020 – It’s an environmental news roundup 
cornucopia, as Alicia Hamann of Friends of the Eel joins 
us to talk about the latest on the Great Redwood Trail, 
dead billboards, and much more!

Monte Merrick, Wildlife Rescuer, Tells Us About 
His Work and O� ers Some Tips
Feb. 8, 2020 – What do you do when a raccoon is living 
in the walls of your home? What about when a bird fl ies 
into your window? 

Lessons From Terra-Gen
Feb. 1, 2020 – We look back at the process that led to the 
Terra-Gen wind farm being denied last month. What did 
we learn?

How Can We Make the Outdoors an Inclusive 
Space?
Jan. 25, 2020 –On this week’s episode, Luis Villa, Director 
of Latino Outdoors, joins the Green Gang to talk about 
how to make nature a safe, welcoming and inclusive 
space for all people. 

What Does ‘Urbanism’ Mean in a Place Like 
Humboldt County?
Jan. 19, 2020 – Colin Fiske from the Coalition for 
Responsible Transportation Priorities lays out the case 
that our urban centers need to grow up and not out. 

The EcoNews Report Report

Every Saturday 
10:00 AM

KHUM 104.3FM
Links for later listening will be posted to 

www.yournec.org/econews-report 

Tune
IN

Thanks to KHUM & Lost Coast Outpost!

The EcoNews Report
Survey

How do you like the new Econews Re-
port format, airing on KHUM Saturdays 
at 10am?

What’s been your favorite show?

What’s your favorite format? 

 Interviews

 Overview of variety of topics
 
 Other:

Other thoughts?

Let us know what you think! 
Email nec@yournec.org or drop this 

Form  at 415  I  St, Arcata, CA
Have You Seen a River Ott er?
River o� ers are important top predators in the North 

Coast aquatic food chain. You can help track ecosystem 
health by reporting sightings of river o� ers in Humboldt, 

Del Norte, and adjacent counties for an ongoing study. 
Record date, time, map location, # of o� ers, and submit 

your observations to: 
o� ers@humboldt.edu or 707-826-3439
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David Cobb
Cooperation Humboldt Board Members

Readers of the EcoNews know that we are in a 
climate crisis, so there is no need to convince you of 
that reality. � e purpose of this writing is to describe 
how Public Banking could be used to fi nance solutions. 
(NOTE: I am not suggesting that Public Banking is 
the only way to fi nance climate solutions. In this 
issue a Municipal Bond for green infrastructure is 
also discussed.)

A recent report from “Project Drawdown” identifi ed 
over 100 concrete solutions that could be implemented 
immediately if the political will existed to do so. If 
these solutions were all scaled together we would 
reach what the organization calls “drawdown”—the 
point where greenhouse gas levels in the atmosphere 
peak and begin to drop—as early as 2040. 

“We look at individual solutions to climate change 
that actually exist in the real world,” says Jonathan Foley, 
executive director of Project Drawdown. “� ey’re not 
just in the lab, they’re not a startup somewhere that’s 
talking about it, they actually exist in practice today. 

NEXUS Where human rights, the environment, social justice, 
and the economy intersect.

Using Public Banks to Finance Climate Solutions 
And we ask fundamental questions like, how big could 
it be? How eff ective at removing or avoiding greenhouse 
gas emissions would it be? What does it cost to build 
it and what does it cost to operate it?” It’s an updated 
version of an analysis that the organization did in 
2017, leading to a best-selling book called Drawdown.

Why aren’t these practical solutions being deployed? 
Because they are not “fi nancially feasible.” In fact, 
horrifi c fossil fuel infrastructure projects (including 
tar sands and fracking) are being fi nanced by private 
Wall Street banks because they are profi table. Never 
mind that they are going to doom us all.

And that is the core of it -- privately-owned banks 
operate to maximize shareholder profi t.  � ey invest 
in projects that accelerate the climate climate crisis 
in pursuit of  short-term profi t. 

Public Banks are diff erent -- they operate in the 
public interest, and democratize public financial 
decision-making. So not only could such an institution 
fi nance climate change solutions, they can reduce taxes 
while doing so. � at’s because they do not need to 
charge interest to themselves in an eff ort to provide 
shareholder profi t. Eliminating interest (the privilege 

of borrowing money) can reduce the cost of any public 
infrastructure project as much as 40%.

In October 2019 Governor Newsom signed 
legislation that allows the creation of ten local/regional 
Public Banks in CA over the next seven years. � e 
law requires that any public bank be organized as 
a nonprofi t public benefi t corporation and owned 
entirely by cities/counties, governed by independent 
boards of directors, and run by professional bankers.

Humboldt county is too small to capitalize a Public 
Bank, but we could become depositors in what will 
be the Public Bank of San Francisco. As could every 
city and town, every school district, fi re district, and 
community services district in Humboldt County.

And the good news is that the San Francisco Board 
of Supervisors is considering creating a Task Force 
to apply for a Public Bank charter, and authorized 
$350,000 for the eff ort.

If you are interested in learning more, check 
out www.cooperationhumboldt .com/public-
banking. If you want to help build the movement 
for Public Banking locally, contact David Cobb at 
davidkcobb@gmail.com.

Humboldt County Climate Bonds
Tom Wheeler, EPIC Executive Director

In March, the Humboldt County Board of 
Supervisors voted to investigate whether a municipal 
bond could help fund renewable energy development 
and other eff orts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
A “climate bond” could take a variety of forms, from 
creating new solar-backed microgrid systems to support 
critical infrastructure, to funding low-interest loans 
for businesses and individuals to invest in renewable 
development or energy effi  ciency upgrades. Humboldt’s 
climate bond would differ from a climate bond 
considered by the state. � e state bond would fund 
climate “adaptation” measures, including fi re hardening 
of communities and improving water infrastructure.

Responding to the climate crisis is going to require 
a retooling of the economy, rapidly decarbonizing our 
infrastructure by dismantling the sources of greenhouse 
gas emissions and, in their place,  rebuilding new low-
to-no carbon alternatives. Foundational to this shift is 
the development of a clean, renewable energy system. 
� is clean green electric system must be in place to 
facilitate the other shifts necessary. Moving to electric 
cars and trucks and transitioning from home fossil 
fuel use is all going to require increased total energy 
generation. Municipal bond funding could provide 

some of the capital necessary for this endeavor.
Many folks are familiar with municipal bonds. 

� ink of a typical school bond: a school district wants 
to raise money for some large capital project, like the 
construction of new buildings. � e school board doesn’t 
have the funds, so it needs to borrow money from 
lenders, who are then repaid with interest. � e same 
mechanism can help fund our fi ght against climate 
change. � e county would borrow money, secured 
against its assets and paid off  through a special parcel 
tax, and use that money to invest in projects.

Because we would need to levy a special tax, the 
bond would need to be approved by two-thirds of 
voters come November. � at is a tall order, requiring 
a project that can draw broad public support. For that 
reason, the Board of Supervisors has directed staff  
to conduct some initial polling to see what voters 
may support. � is polling information, together with 
fi nancial data, will help determine what direction the 
project takes.

Further details of the bond are to be worked 
out through a special ad hoc committee headed by 
Supervisors Bohn and Wilson. � e political makeup 
of this committee is signifi cant and bodes well for 

the bond. Representing opposite ends of the political 
spectrum, both Bohn and Wilson have voted to support 
the measure and will help represent the myriad of 
views and interests necessary to marshal support of 
the bond. Redwood Coast Energy Authority’s Matthew 
Marshal and Treasurer John Bartholomew have likewise 
pledged to lend their support and expertise to the 
committee. � e deadline to get this on the November 
ballot is August 7, so the board will need to make a 
decision on or before its July 28 meeting. As more 
details become available, the EcoNews will help to 
keep you abreast.

Want to support locally-owned renewable energy 
development? We need you! Write a quick letter to 
the editor or an op-ed. Come out to the Board (when 
the call is made for people) and support the climate 
bond. Tell your friends. Tell your enemies. Just let it 
be known that we need action now.

Carol Ann Conners
707-725-3400

654 Main Street, Fortuna
carol@pattersonconners.com

CA License #0E79262
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Caroline Griffi  th, 
EcoNews Journalist

A six stor y,  100-room 
hotel proposed by the Trinidad 
Rancheria at their Cher-Ae 
Hieghts Casino has received a 
green-light from the Bureau of 
Indian Aff airs (BIA). On March 
6, the BIA issued a Finding of 
No Signifi cant Impact (FONSI) 
in their Environmental Analysis 
(EA) of the project, opening up a 
two-week public comment period 
on the ruling. 

According to federal law, if 
the BIA is initiating, funding or 
approving a project (in this case,  
it is guaranteeing a loan), then it 
is considered a federal project 
and subject to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
� e BIA then gets to determine the 
level of study needed. Generally, 
if a federal action is expected 
to have “significant effects on 
the human environment”, an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) will be prepared. An EA is 
used to determine if the eff ects are 
signifi cant and if an EIS is needed. 
This Finding of No Significant 
Impact, if upheld, would mean that on a federal level 
the environmental review of this project would be 
fi nished.

� e proposed hotel, meeting rooms, gym and pool 
have been opposed by many locals and conservation 
groups, including  the NEC, since fi rst unveiled in 
2018. One of the most vocal groups in opposition to 
the project is the Humboldt Alliance for Responsible 
Planning, or HARP. HARP held two public meetings 
in  2018, when the fi rst public comment period on 
the project was opened, generating over 60 public 
comments to the original EA. 

� ere have been many concerns, including impact 
to migratory birds and viewshed impacts, but the two 
main concerns of letter writers were lack of a viable 
water source and wastewater discharge. Last August, 
the Coastal Commission voted to accept the BIA’s 
draft EA with one caveat: � e Rancheria and the BIA 
needed to come back to the Coastal Commission with 
proof of a viable water source that will not adversely 
aff ect other coastal resources. � e FONSI states that 
the Rancheria now has two wells and that it anticipates 
getting city water as well, but there is still a question 
of whether the wells will produce enough water, and 
there is no mention in the FONSI of water quality. It 
also say it will truck in water, if necessary, but Richard 
Johnson, a member of HARP, questions if that is really 

Trinidad Rancheria Hotel One Step Closer

a “viable” option. 
Johnson, who is also on the City of Trinidad 

Planning Commission, says that the City is in the 
process of writing a new set of water policies. � e 
City Planner and City Engineer are determining how 
much water can be pumped from Luff enholz Creek 
and what the capacity is of the City’s water processing 
plant. � ey are also trying to project into the future to 
anticipate growth and determine the City’s requirements 
to supply water within city limits, as well as to areas 
outside the city that already get water service. “� ere 
is a great deal of concern that, with climate change 
and other factors, the city may not want to give up 
any water right now,” says Johnson. “We all recognize 
that February was the 3rd driest February on record.” 

According to Johnson, tough decisions will have to 
be made regarding how water is allocated. Complicating 
this process is the fact that the Rancheria has invested 
in the Trinidad water system by helping to replace 
water mains and upgrade the water plant. “It’s complex,” 
says Johnson. � e current plan is to have the water 
policy in place sometime in April. At that point, the 
Rancheria will have to go to the City of Trinidad to 
request water service. 

Also at issue, says Bryce Kenny, attorney and 
founding member of HARP, is the fact that the 
hotel is part of a larger master development plan, 
but the individual aspects of the project are being 

evaluated separately. � e development plan includes 
an expansion of the RV park, a convenience store 
and a highway interchange. When these projects are 
evaluated individually, their environmental impacts 
appear smaller, and less detrimental, than if they were 
evaluated as part of a single plan, which HARP argues 
they are. NEC has argued the same thing. In fact, the 
piece-mealing of the project was part of its original 
objection to the plan. NEC asserts that the hotel, 
convenience store, highway interchange and RV park 
are “connected actions”, and as Larry Glass, Executive 
Director, posits, “� ey (the tribe) are intentionally 
disconnecting these pieces of the project, because if 
they had to look at the whole picture, it doesn’t look 
as good for them.”

By the time you are reading this, the BIA public 
comment period will be closed, but this process will be 
far from over. NEC was able to sign onto a comment 
letter with HARP and we will be waiting for a response 
from the BIA. � ere is a possibility that the Coastal 
Commission will comment on the FONSI as well. 
� e City of Trinidad will have to decide whether it 
can provide water to the hotel, which could happen 
as soon as April. � ose wishing to know more or get 
involved in the process can contact HARP on their 
Facebook page, look for updates at humboldtalliance.
org or reach out directly to HARP spokesman Ted 
Pease at tedpeasemedia@gmail.com.

Six-story Hyatt Place hotel design presented in the BIA’s draft Environmental Assessement, 02 October 2018. 
Photo courtesy of Humboldt Alliance for Responsible Planning
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Caroline Griffi  th
EcoNews Journalist

Following through on a promise made long ago on 
the campaign trail, U.S. Representative Jared Huff man 
recently celebrated the passage of his Northwest 
California Wilderness, Recreation, and Working Forests 
Act. Huff man’s bill, introduced alongside bills by fellow 
Reps. Salud Carbajal (CA-24) and Judy Chu (CA-27), 
was part of a massive federal public lands package 
called the Protecting America’s Wilderness Act. If 
passed in the Senate and approved by the president, 
it could protect 1.37 million acres of federal lands in 
California and 1,000 river miles in three states. 

In 2012, while campaigning for the 2nd 
Congressional District, Huff man was approached by 
local conservation groups Safe Alternatives for our 
Forest Environment (SAFE) and CalWild, who asked 
him to author a Wilderness and Wild and Scenic 
Rivers bill to protect parts of Trinity County. � e 
2nd District had just been redrawn to include Trinity 
County, which had previously been part of the more 
conservative 1st District. Wilderness advocates saw 
this as their opportunity to fi nally pass legislation 
they had been working on for years. “Some of us in 
Trinity County had been working to protect these areas 
since the 70’s,” said Larry Glass, member of SAFE and 
Executive Director of the NEC. “� ey were identifi ed 
then as roadless areas, they were Roadless Area Review 
and Evaluations (RARE II), and not included in past 
wilderness bills. Each time we proposed these areas 
(to be protected), and each time they would get kicked 
out.” Once the redistricting happened, they went to 
all of the candidates running for Congress in the 2nd 
District that year and asked for support. Huff man 
pledged to work to protect the areas in question and, 
seven years later, followed through.

House Passes Massive Public Lands Bill, Fulfilling 
Promise to Local Conservation Groups 

In the years since Huffman was originally 
approached, an extensive public outreach process 
led to the drafting of legislation which expands nine 
existing wilderness areas and establishes eight new 
ones (some of which are detailed in the “Mountains 
and Rivers” insert in this issue). Designating an area 
as wilderness recognizes the unique values of that area 
and ensures that logging, mining, road construction, or 
other development will not take place in exceptionally 

wild stretches of public land.  � e bill also 
designates 480 miles of new Wild and Scenic 
rivers, protecting those areas from hydroelectric 
development and major stream diversions. 
Designations of “Wilderness” and “Wild and 
Scenic” provide the strongest protections 
possible for federal lands. Less than ½ of 1% 
of rivers in the U.S. fall under the “Wild and 
Scenic” designation. 

According to Huff man’s offi  ce, this legislation 
will “protect communities by increasing fi re 
resilience, restore forests and fish habitat, 
strengthen local economies, enhance recreational 
opportunities, and protect important wild places 
on federal lands. It will not expand federal land, 
limit hunting or fi shing, close any legally open 
roads or trails to vehicles, or aff ect access to or 
the use of private property.” � is bill also seeks 
to restore public lands aff ected by trespass 
cannabis grows by establishing inter-agency 
restoration partnerships. 

� e success of the bill has been attributed 
to Huff man’s comprehensive public outreach 
eff ort. Prior to drafting the bill, Huff man and 
his offi  ce consulted with “dozens of community 
leaders, tourism organizations, outdoor 

recreation groups, restoration specialists, tribes, county 
supervisors, conservation groups, forestry experts, 
fi sheries scientists, fi re ecologists, the timber industry, 
and other business owners.” � e result is legislation 
that has garnered the approval of environmentalists 
and business leaders alike. 

Now it’s up to the Senate to pass companion 
legislation. The Protecting Unique and Beautiful 
Landscapes by Investing in California (PUBLIC) 
Lands Act was introduced in the Senate by California 
Senators Kamala Harris and Dianne Feinstein. � e 
PUBLIC Lands Act has been read twice and referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 
As Harris has said, “Rather than focusing on leasing 
our public lands to Big Oil, we should be focusing 
on protecting our future. I applaud the House of 
Representatives for taking decisive action to bolster 
protections for California’s public lands, it is now time 
for the Senate to act.” 

PureWaterSpas
3750 Broadway   |   707.444.8001   |   jaysooter.com 

Larry Glass and Congressman Jared Hu� man exploring the 
forests of Trinity County. Photo provided by Larry Glass
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Ellen E. Taylor, Guest Author
� e United States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

faced a diffi  cult problem. � e Northern Spotted Owl  
was vanishing from the forest, in spite of being listed 
as threatened in 1990 under the Endangered Species 
Act, assigned critical habitat on public lands, and given 
special protections related to  the activities of local 
timber companies. Its numbers  continued to drop at 
a rate of 4% a year. Now suspicion was turning to the 
Barred Owl, whose assertive appearance  in the Pacifi c 
Northwest could be causing the decline. So eight years 
ago, in 2012, the USFWS convened a study group to 
discuss the moral and practical dimensions raised by  
this imminent peril. 

Heretofore, the Northern Spotted Owl’s dwindling 
numbers were thought to be related to the destruction 
of the owl’s habitat - the ancient forests of the Pacifi c 
Northwest. � e United States, the world leader in 
commercial logging, had  produced  and consumed  
more wood than any other country: less than 15% of 
forests remained which were more than 100 years old.

However, another possible reason might be the 
increased presence of Barred Owls, a larger and less 
specialized species, that had gradually moved in 
from the east. � is species was soon stigmatized as 
invasive, and its possible role in the disappearance of 

Guest Opinon: The Owl They Will Shoot
NOTE: Opinions expressed in this piece do not necessarily re� ect the positions of the NEC or its Member Organizations

the Spotted Owl began to be studied. 
Verifi cation of such a role was determined to be 

impossible without the drastic experiment of killing 
Barred Owls in specifi ed  areas, and observing the 
eff ect. � is occasioned some moral uncertainty: the 
dark side of science.

As the late Lowell Diller, biologist for Green 
Diamond Timber Company, described shooting an 
owl: “When I went out to do it the fi rst time, I was 
shaking. I had to steady myself. I wasn’t sure I could 
actually do it.  It was so wrong to be shooting a beautiful 
raptor like this. It continues to be awkward to this day.”

 An avalanche of  computer model studies followed. 
Barred Owl killing caused immediate repopulation 
of habitat by Spotted Owls. Eff ects were frequently 
temporary, however, and many studies contradicted 
each other.  

� e USFWS-convened study group, or Barred Owl 
Stakeholders Group, was composed of government 
offi  cials, timber industry representatives, environmental 
NGOs, indigenous tribes, and wildlife rehabilitators. 
They were provided with reading lists, including 
works by Aldo Leopold and Plato. � ey were trained 
in collective decision-making by Group Dynamic 
specialists.  An Animal Ethicist attended their fi eld 
trips and retreats. � is was designed to be a Mount 
Sinai moment. 

After lengthy deliberation, the Group concluded 
that Barred Owls were the driving force behind “poor 
population performance” of Northern Spotted Owls. 
Even the fact that the two species interbred was 
condemned as “genetic swamping.” � e USFWS decreed 
that Barred Owls should  be destroyed.

Now, eight years later, thousands of Barred Owls 
have been shot, and the practice is expanding.  Locally, 
Green Diamond’s new Habitat Conservation Plan has 
opened up its entire holdings to their extermination. 
In Washington and Oregon, and on public lands, 
Barred Owls are lured to a nearby branch and shot 
point blank. 

Friends of Animals, a 63-year-old international 
nonprofi t, sued USFWS in 2014 over killing Barred 
Owls in violation of the Migratory Species Act and 
lost.Now they are suing the federal government for 
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abuse of the ESA itself.
When Barred Owls are killed on private land, 

Northern Spotted Owls replace them. � e USFWS 
decreed that, in exchange for shooting  Barred Owls 
(termed “mitigation”) on their timberlands, the  
companies would be  allowed to  “take” the habitat 
of the returning Spotted Owls. Since such individual 
Spotted Owls are “fl oaters,” and therefore not shielded  
by regulations, they do not have the status that protects 
the forest they are reinhabiting. 

According to USFWS, “the take of Spotted Owls 
on the temporarily reoccupied sites is more than 
off set by the value of the information gained from 
this experiment and its potential contribution to a 
long-term Barred Owl management strategy.”

� is obsessively overzealous, deranged  enforcement 
policy mirrors the nihilism of the current Administration, 
in its swift shredding of the Endangered Species Act.  
� e very purpose of the ESA is to protect wildlife, in 
all its dynamic complexity.  Science is being corrupted 
to the point of legalistic reductionism, and used to fl y 
in the face of the rights of Mother Earth.

Barred owl. Credit: Fyn Kynd, Flikr.com Creative commons.

Northern Spotted Owl. Credit: Chris Warren

Guest Opinions
We live in a complex world, made even more 
complex by the multitude of opinions on 
nearly every topic. The opportunity to engage 
in thoughtful discourse with our fellow 
environmentalists and respectfully share our 
opposing viewpoints can help us come to a 
more complete understanding of the world 
around us. By learning how to productively 
disagree we may actually fi nd ourselves coming 
into better agreement. Or not. But that doesn’t 
lessen the importance of healthy discourse.
Do you have an opinion on this, or any other, 
environmental topic? Let us know. Submit 
your thoughts, in 500 words or less, to 
caroline@yournec.org with “Guest Opinion” 
in the subject line. Not all submissions will 
be printed, but some defi nitely will.
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Continued on page 9

Casey Cruikshank, 
Coastal Programs Coordinator

Since the beginning of the New Year, 
dedicated Coastal Programs participants have 
been working hard to collect valuable debris 
data, both on city streets and on beaches. 
One of our New Year’s resolutions is to work 
with our volunteers toward solution-based 
debris projects. I’m very pleased to report 
that the data collection has been going very 
well. In the past the NEC has collected data 
once a year, on Coastal Cleanup Day, but 
we are now collecting year-round. � is will 
give us a better look at what we’re fi nding, 
where we’re fi nding it and how we can stop 
it at the source.  From January to mid-March 
the Adopt-A-Block program has removed a 
total of 82.5 pounds and the Adopt-A-Beach 
program removed a total of 643 pounds.

� e database that we report to is used by 
citizen scientists around the world, thanks 
to the Ocean Conservancy. � is database 
is available to the public; if you would 

Casey's Coastal Column 

like to check out debris data around the world visit 
coastalcleanupdata.org. As always, the NEC 
is on the lookout for new volunteers for 
our cleanups. If you’re a data lover looking 
for a volunteer opportunity, please let us 
know. We have data specifi c opportunities 
available that are accessible to all, including 
those who are less mobile or not interested 
in doing the trash-picking themselves. If 
this is of interest to you, please contact me 
at casey@yournec.org. 

The more we participate in data 
collection through the Ocean Conservancy 
the more we realize that, while their data 
cards are wonderfully adaptable to debris 
around the world, there are many things that 
are missing from the cards that are locally 
specifi c to our area.  One of the patterns 
that we see with every beach clean is waste 
from mariculture and fi sheries industries. I 
have organized a Coastal Programs Advisory 
Committee with members from diff erent 
areas of expertise to address local coastal 
issues surrounding debris. One of our fi rst 
projects has been to create a catalog of 
local fi sheries/mariculture debris. All of 
our Adopt-A-Beach participants will be trained to use 
this catalog to track the debris that they are fi nding 
so that it can be entered into a larger database that 
we are also creating. 

� e goal is to track what we are fi nding so we 
will have numbers and statistics behind the work that 
we are doing. Once we have gathered our fi ndings, 

Aly Krystkowiak, member of the NorCalBeachClean board, stands in front of 13 SEPA 
Baskets and 10 trays that she single-handedly removed from Humboldt Bay in just three 

cleanups on the shore. Photo submitted by Casey Cruikshank

we will work with the industries, Coastal 
Commission, California Fish and Wildlife 
and other involved groups to create necessary 
change to stop the fl ow of waste into the 
Humboldt Bay and the ocean. From doing 
research and talking with local contacts in 
the industries, I have learned that there are 
underlying issues behind gear loss and, despite 
a lot of fi nger pointing, this gear is not lost 
on purpose. � e gear is most often extremely 
expensive and losing gear comes with a 
negative association which the industry does 
not want. With this in mind, one of the main 
goals moving forward is to work closely and 
collaboratively with the industries to create 
and maintain positive relationships that will 
lead to environmentally benefi cial change. 

If you are interested in participating 
in the NEC’s coastal programs or have any 
questions or pertinent information about 
the work that we are doing, please reach 
out to me at casey@yournec.org. � ank you 
for following along with the NEC’s Coastal 
Programs journey! � ere will be more updates 
in the next EcoNews edition. 

Citizen Science at the NEC

NorCalBeachClean, a local organization � ghting marine 
debris, participates in the Adopt-A-Beach program. Casey 
Cruikshank, the founder of the organization, weighs a 60lb 
wad of crabbing line found at Big Lagoon.
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Tom Wheeler, Executive Director

Ancient forests once stood across the Pacific 
Northwest: stalwart giants, moss-covered hardwoods, 
and a dense underbrush. � ese forests, nurtured by 
the warm, wet climate, supported an amazing diversity 
of life.

And then came Europeans and everything changed. 
Decades of logging largely stripped these ancient forests 
from the landscape. By the late 1980’s there wasn’t a 
whole lot left and what still remained was going fast. 
� e critters that evolved to depend on these big, old 
trees were on the brink of extinction—most notably 
the poster child of old growth forests, the northern 
spotted owl. � e owl was listed under the federal 
Endangered Species Act owing to a loss of its habitat. 
But the issue was far from resolved. Indeed, it was only 
heating up. A back-and-forth fi ght ensued between 
pro-timber interests on one side and pro-forest forces 
on the other.

� e Clinton Administration intervened. By 1994, 
a strategy to both support logging and old-growth 
forests was developed: � e Northwest Forest Plan. 
� e Plan was a set of federal policies and guidelines 
that amended 26 land use plans, spanning 24 million 
acres of Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
and National Park Service-managed lands in Northern 
California, Washington and Oregon. As a single, 

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center ep c

regional, interagency plan, the Northwest Forest Plan 
allowed for an ecosystem management approach to 
account for the needs of multiple listed species across 
three states through a system of wildlife reserves. 

It has been about 26 years since the Northwest 
Forest Plan was adopted. Revisions to the land use 
plans which constitute the Plan are formally expected 
to begin in the next year or so. � e nature of these 
revisions is unclear. � e Bureau of Land Management 
has already broken from the rest of the Northwest 
Forest Plan, amending the management plans for its 
forests within the Pacifi c Northwest. (So much for a 
single, landscape-level multi-agency plan!) Whispers 
within the Forest Service suggest something similar: 
breaking up the plan into smaller constituent pieces. 

California’s forests within the Plan are expected 
to undergo revision fi rst as a block. � ese fi re-prone 

forests will serve as “early adopters” to test the revision 
process before moving to other Forest Service lands 
in Oregon and Washington. Revisions off er both 
risks and opportunities. To risks, the Forest Service 

is under pressure by the timber industry to open 
more areas for logging. Under increasingly creative 
justifi cations, the reserve network could come at risk 
(something already achieved in revisions by the Bureau 
of Land Management). But there are also opportunities 
too. Since the ‘94 plan, there has also been 26 years 
of new science--all of which will need to be included 
into the plan so that our forest management is rooted 
in science. Of course, the diffi  culty of achieving a 
good, science-based plan depends on who wins in 
November….

Arcata Community Forest. Credit: James Adam Taylor

Revisions for the Northwest 
Forest Plan on the Horizon?

Congrats to 
Eileen Cooper!

EPIC would like to extend a special congratulations 
to Eileen Cooper, winner of the EPIC Sempervirens 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Eileen is the fi rst award 
winner from Del Norte County. You can read more 
about Eileen on page 11 as she is also this issue’s Kin 
to the Earth!

Get Funky For Th e Forest At 
EPIC’s Forest Prom On May 9th!
EPIC’s “Forest” Prom will be held on Saturday, 
May 9th at the Veterans Hall in Arcata. � is 
redwood carpet aff air will provide an experience 
you do not want to miss! Whether you never went 
to your High School Prom, desperately want a 
“do over”, or just want to have a good time, this 
event promises to create lasting memories for 
all in support of EPIC’s eff orts to protect and 
restore the forests of Northcoast California.

Schedule:
8:00 PM: Cocktail hour and photo booth
8:00 PM: DJ Music- TBA
9:30 PM: Prom Forest Crown Commencement
10:30 PM: Music by Object Heavy

Tickets at the Door: 
Students: $15, 
Non-Students: $20

Volunteers are needed to help with the production 
of this event. We are also accepting nominations 
for people who shine as environmental royalty 
by working hard to protect the special places 
of this area. If you are interested in getting 
involved or would like to nominate someone 
for the Forest Crown, please email rhiannon@
wildcalifornia.org or call 707-822-7711. 
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Tom Wheeler, EPIC Executive Director
If you didn’t know better, you might discount 

Eileen Cooper. Eileen is rather petite and, usually 
buried under a large knit hat and cozy sweater with 
a small Chihuahua in her arm, she gives off  distinct 
grandma vibes. But, as many in Del Norte and 
Humboldt have learned from Eileen: it is not the 
size of the dog in the fi ght, but the size of the fi ght 
in the dog that matters. Eileen is a fi ghter: for peace, 
for the common person, and for the environment. 
� rough her decades-long work on behalf of the 
Friends for Del Norte, she has made her little corner 
of California a better place. She is a kin to the Earth.

Eileen grew up in New York City. (You can still 
hear a tinge of an accent in her voice.) Surrounded 
by the hustle and bustle, she took refuge in a nearby 
park. From this experience grew a dream: someday 
she would live in a place where nature dominates 
and the city is small. 

Eileen moved to the wilds of Del Norte County—
that very place of her dreams—to start her wild-
harvested seaweed business. Shocked that the only 
seaweed available in California health food stores 
came all the way from Maine, Eileen recognized 
both a business opportunity and a way to be paid 
to be outside. � e rocky shores outside of Crescent 
City were her offi  ce. I love to think about my friend 
bound up in a wetsuit with scissors in hand to harvest 
just enough of the seaweed for her needs, while leaving 
enough to regrow in perpetuity, then hoisting her 
harvest ashore and carefully hanging the seaweed to 
air dry. And, because the ocean was good to Eileen, 
she returned the favor. Eileen would become almost 
an unoffi  cial member of the Coastal Commission, 
mastering the Coastal Act to preserve the shoreline 
that she fell in love with.

� e fearlessness with which she approaches her 
work is inspiring. Local people with shovels had been 

Kin to the Earth: Eileen Cooper  

breaching Lake Earl, the largest estuarine lagoon 
on the West Coast, and one of the most important 
migratory bird stopovers in the state, during the dark 
of night because they had issues with the rising waters. 
� e Friends of Del Norte organized all-night vigils 
to head off  this illegal activity; the trick was to keep 
watch without revealing one’s location. Eileen would 
ride her bike two miles in the dead of night—without 
lights—and then walk to a spot overlooking the lagoon, 
where she would lie in wait, armed with nothing but 
her conviction, to catch and report the perpetrators. 

Don Gillespie of the Friends of Del Norte, refl ects 
on Eileen’s work: “For the past forty-seven years the 
Friends of Del Norte has positioned itself as ‘the local 
watchdog group’ to protect the local environment. 
But for the last twenty of those years, Eileen was our 
bulldog. She was tenacious in her research on many 
issues and relentless in attending our local Board of 
Supervisors, City Council and Coastal Commission 
meetings to represent environmental perspectives. 
For years she has constantly called on members to 
rally the troops to attend important public events 
where environmental decisions are at stake. She 
has constantly kept us on our toes when we may be 
growing complacent about a local issue, a true thorn 
in our side to keep us all motivated to pick up the 
fi ght when needed.”

A map of Del Norte County shows the impact 
of her work. � e Sitka spruce forest on the way into 
Crescent City? � ose trees still stand because of Eileen. 
The forest, which sits atop coastal wetlands, was 
proposed to be logged. No one but Eileen had any hope 

or vision to save the forest. � rough her trademark 
spit and vinegar, Eileen put up an enormous fi ght 
against the logging plans, inspiring many others to 
take action, and laid the groundwork for these old 
trees to eventually be acquired by the State. 

Also, the lovely pine and spruce forest bordering 
the airport terminal at Point St. George?  Eileen led 
the successful fi ght to scale down the terminal to 
a more realistic size, and to keep this forest from 
being cut down to accommodate the parking lot.  
� e Coastal Commission agreed with her.  

Perhaps you also appreciate walking the wild 
headlands farther out on Point St. George?  Again 
Eileen, and others active with the Friends, waved 
maps around and squawked so much about all the 
wetlands and rare plants there that the property 
owner was convinced to give up his plans for a hotel, 
fi ve acre ranchettes and gated community. Today 
the Point is public land beloved by all residing in 
Crescent City and beyond.  

Put the main solid waste transfer station smack 
in the middle of Tolowa Dunes State Park?  Not 
on Eileen’s watch. Again the Coastal Commission 
agreed.  And surely you have enjoyed the marshes 
and forested edges of Lake Earl, still so intact and 
rich with birds?  Higher water levels and State 
acquisition of hundreds of acres happened because 

a small group of people persisted for many decades in 
the fi ght to restore water levels in this great lagoon – 
instrumental among them during the last critical 20 
years was Eileen Cooper!  

In recognition of Eileen’s work, EPIC is proud to 
award her our Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement 
Award. We realize, however, that this recognition 
pales in comparison to the legacy that Eileen has left 
on this planet.

Eileen Cooper restoring the Lake Earl lagoon by removing invasive 
European beachgrass, with Tolowa Dunes Stewards.  Volunteer Donna 
Thompson also pictured. Submitted by Sandra Jerabek

Eileen Cooper being awarded the EPIC Sempervirens Lifetime 
Achievement Award by Tom Wheeler (EPIC Executive Director). 

Submitted by Sandra Jerabek

Eileen Cooper removing many times her own weight in invasive 
Scotch broom, with Tolowa Dunes Stewards. Submitted by 
Sandra Jerabek
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movement. Although forest advocacy will forever be 
her passion, she has decided to phase out of nonprofi t 
fundraising and was recently accepted to Lewis and 
Clark to pursue a masters degree in Student Aff airs 
Administration. She is thrilled at the opportunity to 
learn more leadership skills in equity and education and 
is excited to bring her activism from an administrative 
to a volunteer role.

As EPIC’s reigning Forest Prom Kween she highly 
encourages fellow tree lovers in Humboldt to attend 
EPIC’s Forest Prom on May 9th at the Veterans Hall. 
� is all ages,  redwood carpet aff air will provide an 
experience you do not want to miss! Whether you 
never went to your High School Prom, desperately 
want a “do over”, or just want to have a good time, 
this event promises to create lasting memories, all in 
support of EPIC’s eff orts to protect and restore the 
forests of Northcoast California.

Where are they now?
Briana Villalobos

She/her/they
A Southern California transplant, Briana 

graduated with a BA in sociology at Humboldt 
State University in 2016. As an avid advocate and 
self-proclaimed tree hugger, Briana became an 
intern at the Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) shortly after graduation—then took 
on the role as the Director of Development and 
Communications from 2017-2019. In that position, 
she learned about the complex history of (mis)
management of the ancient forests of the Pacifi c 
Northwest, and had the privilege to work with 
many of the activists who were instrumental in 
the fi ght for Headwaters Forest Reserve and other 
actions during Redwood Summer and beyond.

Briana served on the NEC’s board during 
2017-2019 and was a key volunteer for events 
and program support. Her time in Humboldt was 
spent volunteering for various groups and causes, 
tabling for EPIC and other groups at many of the 
wonderful festivals and community events in town, 
hitting the dance fl oor at soul-night, snacking on 
farmers market goodies, and roller-skating the 
marsh trail.

Her favorite Humboldt memory is helping 
coordinate EPIC’s second Base Camp, an activist 
training camp which sought to get on-the-ground 
information in response to the proposed Last 
Chance Grade Project. During that trip, EPIC 
led 12 community members through some of the 
most untouched old growth she’s ever experienced. 
Connecting community to nature is a high value for her, 
and during her time at EPIC she helped coordinate a 
bilingual hike program with the HSU Latino Outdoors 
chapter. Together, they were able to train bilingual 
speakers to be interpretive guides and provide the 
community an opportunity to practice or learn a new 
language while enjoying the redwoods.

In 2019 Briana made the move to Portland, OR and 
is the Development Director at Bark— a local forest 
advocacy group that works to protect and restore Mt. 
Hood National Forest. Although she’s moved on to 
dryer, more urban forests, Briana often refers to the 
activist tools and policy jargon she learned while in 
Humboldt.

Since her move to Portland, Briana has helped 
facilitate nonprofi t fundraising learning sessions for 
professionals 35 and under, joined the Young Nonprofi t 
Professional Network (YNPN) board of directors, 
and has played an active role in the SunrisePDX 

Briana Villalobos, Former NEC Board Member

Reigning Forest Prom Kween, Briana Villalobos

Do you know a former NEC intern, volunteer, board member, or employee who 
continued on an environment-related path? Email caroline@yournec.org.

Solar Generator
Ken Miller, McKinleyville by the Sea

My neighbor’s generator sounds like a dental drill 
in my house. � ere’s no escaping the irritating sound 
and nauseating fumes. Her small family purchased a 
“quiet one,” but understandably declines to move it 
to the other side “because there are neighbors there, 
too.” (� ey also have a generator).

Similar scenarios play out around the county. My 
considerate neighbor is not alone—there are 20,000 
other gas and diesel generators in the county spewing 
fumes and greenhouse gasses and annoying neighbors 
left and right. 

Imagine living on a block with thirty running 
gas generators—this is where we’re headed unless 
Humboldt County embraces solar in a big way.

I, on the other hand, am listening to the radio 
(quietly), running my fridge, charging my computer and 
cell phone, and lighting LED bulbs, all from a simple 
aff ordable solar generator powered by the quiet sun. 
And I do this in winter on the coast. Even when the 
grid is OK, my solar generator can power my fridge, 
and a few other things, all the time.

I use two deep cycle car batteries, a solar controller, 
two 275W recycled solar panels, and a 2000W pure 
sine wave inverter to convert the coastal sun into 
quiet electricity, all for $1500 (including 4x4 posts and 
plywood to house the batteries and inverter).

Ironically, neighbors are the benefi ciaries of solar 
generators, just like drivers of infernal combustion 
cars benefi t from electric vehicles “idling” quietly and 
cleanly in front of them in traffi  c jams.

I want to ask my neighbor what they need to 
power, because I could share my electricity or build 
a solar generator for them. An effi  cient fridge uses 
very little, and less with limited use, and it doesn’t 
need to run overnight. LED TVs and light bulbs are 
lightweight users. Gas stoves can be lighted with a 
match (electric induction stoves are highly effi  cient). 
Electronic ignition of on-demand water heaters and 
gas furnaces can also be fi red up by this system.

� ose lucky enough to have rooftop solar can 
adapt their inverter to disconnect from the grid and 
power their house when the sun shines; static battery 
storage, or a pluggable electric vehicle can deliver that 
electricity any time.

As we consider simple measures to do our part, a 
solar generator should be on the list. Entrepreneurs, 
opportunity knocks!

Left: Inverter and two batteries. Right: Solar PV Panel.
Submitted by Ken Miller
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Baykeeper & EcoRights Se� le Lawsuit over FEMA 
Flood Insurance Program

Jennifer Kalt, Director
In January, Humboldt Baykeeper and the 

Ecological Rights Foundation fi nalized a settlement 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) that blocks adoption of the 2017 National 
Flood Insurance Maps in Humboldt, Santa Cruz, 
and Monterey Counties until impacts to endangered 
species are addressed.

� e National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
subsidizes federal fl ood insurance in fl ood-prone 
areas for private property owners to whom private 
insurance is not available for obvious reasons. Under 
the program, local communities are eligible for 
federal fl ood insurance when they adopt “adequate 
land use and control measures” dictated by FEMA. 
� e program encourages new, private development 
in wetlands and riparian areas across the U.S. at the 
expense of taxpayers and the environment.

Currently, Humboldt County uses decades-old 
FEMA guidance for development in fl ood zones. New 
development is routinely recommended for approval, 
so long as the ground fl oor is built one foot above 
the base fl ood elevation. Provisions for hazardous 
chemicals used in industrial operations are similarly 
weak. Recent examples include cannabis extraction 
facilities along major rivers and an asphalt batch plant 
at Big Lagoon (although most of these projects have 
been blocked on appeal). Sea level rise has not yet 
been incorporated into the federal fl ood insurance 
equation, so new development in coastal areas will 
become increasingly  costly to taxpayers, putting 
people, property, and endangered species in harm’s way.

Developing fl oodplains is poor planning for a 
variety of reasons. Paving fl oodplains constrain fl ood 
waters, leading to more severe fl ooding and erosion 
downstream. Reducing natural fl oodplains jeopardizes 
salmon, steelhead, and other protected species by 
restricting access to critical spawning and rearing 

Sign up for action alerts and other 
bay-related issues by emailing us at 

alerts@humboldtbaykeeper.org. 
You can also like us on Facebook, follow us on 

Instagram (humboldt_baykeeper) and on Twitter 
(@HumBaykeeper), and visit our website at 

humboldtbaykeeper.org. 

habitat. And the potential for accidental volatile 
chemical spills and other damage during fl oods is 
of great concern for the river and fi sh as well as our 
primary public drinking water supply.

In 2017, FEMA completed Countywide Map 
Revisions without Section 7 consultation under the 
Endangered Species Act, which requires the assessment 
of impacts to salmon and steelhead, green sturgeon, 
tidewater goby, and other species. Consultation with 
the wildlife agencies will ensure that the program 
does not jeopardize listed species or adversely modify 
critical habitat (habitat designated as critical to these 
species’ survival and recovery).

Flood Insurance Rate Maps identify various 
categories of fl ood hazard areas in which land use and 
building criteria apply. � e maps are required to be 
reviewed at least once every fi ve years. If a community 
chooses not to participate in the NFIP, various types of 
federal assistance, such as mortgages from a federally 
insured or regulated bank and Veterans Administration 
loans, are prohibited if the building used to secure the 
assistance is in the 100-year fl oodplain.

Despite losing or settling at least seven nearly 
identical lawsuits, FEMA elected to ignore the clear 
requirements with regard to listed salmonids and other 
aff ected species in Northern California. Since FEMA’s 
ongoing implementation of the NFIP is a federal 
agency action that may aff ect listed species, FEMA 
must now remedy its continuing failure by requesting 

consultation from federal wildlife agencies.
 FEMA agreed to consult for the entire range 

of the protected species, since fi sh don’t stop at 
county lines. � is means that impacts to Southern 
Oregon-Northern California Coho and the Central 
Coast Coho will be assessed throughout California, 
not just in the three counties.

NOAA-Fisheries has repeatedly implored 
FEMA that the National Flood Insurance Program 
is adversely impacting endangered species and that 
FEMA must consult under the Endangered Species 
Act to receive advice on how the program should 
be altered to protect these species. FEMA in turn 
has repeatedly refused, continuing to drag its heels 
concerning fundamental changes to the National 
Flood Insurance Program to benefi t endangered 
species. 

In other parts of its West Coast Region, NOAA-
Fisheries has requested that FEMA:

• improve fl oodplain-mapping techniques to more 
accurately identify the high-risk areas.

• limit new development in the most hazardous, 
fl ood-prone areas, often the most benefi cial habitat 
for endangered fi sh.

• mitigate development that does proceed in the 
fl oodplain by restoring fl oodplain elsewhere, so 
recovering native salmon don’t face a net loss of 
habitat.

For more info, visit FEMA v. Wildlife at 
https://www.ecorights.org/fema_v_wildlife 
FEMA Flood Maps are available online at 
https://msc.fema.gov/

Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) 

• The Southern Oregon-Northern 
California Coho ranges from Southern 
Humboldt to Southern Oregon.

• The Central Coast Coho ranges from 
Mendocino to Santa Cruz Counties.

Major threats to Coho include habitat 
impediments (dams), habitat degradation, 
habitat loss, commercial and recreational 
fishing, and climate change.

In January 2018, the County Planning Commission approved an industrial 
cannabis development in the FEMA 100-year fl ood zone next to the Mad 
River. The permit was appealed by the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water 
District, which operates nearby drinking water intake wells that serve 88,000 
residents. The project was eventually withdrawn. Submitted by Jen Kalt.
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Beginners and experts, members and non-members, all 
are welcome at our programs and on our outings.  Most 
of our events are free, organized and presented by an 
amazing corp of volunteers.  For details and additions 
visit www.northcoastcnps.org

ORTHCOAST  
HAPTER

N
C

May 1 • 2 - 8 pm
May 2 & 3  • 10 am - 4 pm 

Spring Wildflower Show & Native Plant Sale

www.northcoastcnps.org

Field Trips & Plant Walks
All levels of expertise are welcome on our trips.  We all 
are or were beginners, and we all are ready to share. 
April 11, Saturday (the day before Easter). Stony 
Creek Day Hike. � is famous botanical trail off  
Highway 199 in Gasquet off ers diverse native vegetation. 
It is a 1-mile round-trip hike to the confl uence of Stony 
Creek and North Fork Smith River.  � e trail is narrow 
and uneven, with an optional extension over boulders. It 
is partly on Six Rivers National Forest and partly owned 
by Siskiyou Land Conservancy. Dress for the weather; 
bring lunch and water.  Meet at 8:30 a.m. at Pacifi c 
Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata), 10:30 a.m. at 
the Gasquet Ranger Station, or arrange another place. 
Please tell Carol you are coming (707-822-2015).
April 18, Saturday. 12:30-3:30 p.m. Native Plants in 
Arcata’s Gardens and Forest. Join Carol Ralph and Pete 
Haggard for a walk from the Arcata Community Center 
to Arcata Community Forest and back to see native 
plants in public and private landscapes and in a redwood 
forest. � e walk is about three miles on sidewalks and 
good paths.  Call 826-7050 to register for this free trip 
sponsored by California Native Plant Society.

April 25, Saturday. 10 a.m-12 noon.  Ferns in the 
Dunes. At the Lanphere Dunes Unit of the Humboldt 
Bay National Wildlife Refuge, Carol Ralph will introduce 
eight species of common ferns during an easy walk of 
about a quarter mile along the riparian edge of the dunes.  
Be prepared for mosquitoes. Meet at Pacifi c Union 
School, 3001 Janes Road in Arcata and carpool to the 
protected site. Co-sponsored by the CNPS and Friends 
of the Dunes. Please reserve your space by calling (707) 
444-1397 or info@friendsofthedunes.org.
April 26, Sunday. 1-3:00 p.m.  Botanizing the 
Hammond Trail Loop.   See remnants of the native 
vegetation along this wonderful McKinleyville trail.  
Wildfl ower author and enthusiast Elaine Allison will 
lead this walk of about one mile along coastal bluff s 
and coastal prairie, through Beach Pine forest and 
streamside forest, where you will see many common 
plants and at least one offi  cially rare species. Meet at the 
west end of Murray Rd. For information: 707-822-2015 
or theralphs@humboldt1.com.
May 15-17, Friday-Sunday.  Weaverville Weekend.  
� e oak woodland and its fl owers on East Weaver Trail 
is one destination of this overnight trip.  We will be 
camping at East Weaver Campground  (or staying at a 
motel or B&B in nearby Weaverville). Tell Carol if you 
are interested in all or part: theralphs@humboldt1.com 
or 707-822-2015.

Je� erson Community Center 
1000 B Street, Eureka, CA

North Coast celebration of 
wild CA plants • FREE!

Our April and May evening programs are 
canceled, hopefully to be rescheduled for the fall. 
We are showing you here the fi eld trips and plant 
walks we hoped to do, so you can consider going 
on your own.  Check our website for suggestions 
as the dates approach.  � e Native Plant Sale will 
happen somehow--new format, possibly new 
date.  Keep checking the web site.  � e Spring 
Wildfl ower Show format or fate  this year is still 
uncertain.  Again, keep checking. Above all, don’t 
forget to go outside!  � e County Health Offi  cer 
says that outdoor activities are essential, if you 
stay six ft away from people.

Changing Plans

For more details and updates:
WWW.NORTHCOASTCNPS.ORG  

Contact: Susan 
707-672-3346

Show

Theme: Pollination & 
Pollinators
• speakers on pollination, 

native bees, butterfl ies, 
and pollinator gardening

• hundreds of fresh 
wildfl owers, native and 
non-native

• displays on invasive plants, 
edible native plants, Wiyot 
plants, dune plants

• wildfl ower art workshop 
and a how-to photography 
session

• experts to identify your wild 
plant 

• chapter t-shirts and 
wildfl ower posters, postcards, 
and plant books to buy

• Admission free.  Everyone 
welcome. Handicap 
accessible.

May 2 • 10 am -  4 pm 
May 3 • 10 am -  4 pm

Sale

Freshwater Farms Reserve, 
5851 Myrtle Ave., Eureka, CA

Contact: Chris 
707-826-0259 

Sale Features
• over 100 species grown by 

our chapter
• 25 species of cheerful 

annuals and 3 species of 
milkweeds 

• 25 species of beautiful 
bulbs

• additional plants from fi ve 
local nurseries

• experienced gardeners to 
help you

• list of species at www.
northcoastcnps.
org>Gardening>Native Plant 
Sales

• cash, check, or credit card
• Please bring a box to carry 

home your plants.

If you miss the 
sale.... A selection of 
our chapter-grown native 
plants is available to buy 
every day, 12 noon-6 
p.m., at the Kneeland 
Glen Farm Stand at Fresh-
water Farms Reserve, 
5851 Myrtle Ave.(near 
Three Corners Market).  If 
you don’t see what you 
want there, you can ask if 
we have it by contacting 
us at northcoastcnps@
gmail.com. 



Apr/May 2020    EcoNewswww.yournec.org15

Please Join Us!
The North Group’s Executive Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month in the fi rst fl oor conference 
room at the Adorni Center on the waterfront in Eureka.  The 
meeting, which covers regular business and conservation 
issues, begins at 6:45 PM. Members and non-members with 
environmental concerns are encouraged to attend. When 
a new person comes to us with an environmental issue or 
concern, we often place them fi rst or early on the agenda.

Sue Leskiw, 
North Group Sierra Club Treasurer

North Group, Redwood Chapter, Sierra Club is 
seeking children to attend two overnight camps in 
Petrolia this summer. 2020 marks the 25th year that 
the group has provided a camping experience for 
children through its Lucille Vinyard/Susie Van Kirk 
Environmental Education Fund.

North Group plans to off er four scholarships 
(worth $600 each), two to the Ranch & Wild session 
(for ages 8-11), to be held July 6-13, and two to the 
River & Adventure session (for ages 9-12), to be held 
July 26-August 2, at the Lost Coast Camp in Petrolia. 
Children residing in Humboldt or Del Norte Counties 
are eligible to apply for one session, unless they are 
a past recipient of a North Group camp scholarship.

� e overnight camps are operated by Lost Coast 
Camp. � e camp’s mission is to provide youth with a 
dynamic summer camp experience, which promotes 

Local Sierra Club O� ering Camp Scholarships

building self-esteem and positive friendships, individual 
expression, and fostering an appreciation for the 

natural world. Activities include hiking, tide pool 
exploration, coastal clean-up, and a project with the 
Mattole Restoration Council to protect salmon. Visit 
www.lostcoastcamp.org for details.

Camper selections will be based on responses 
to questions on a 1-page application form. Children 
receiving scholarships must submit an essay about their 
experience for the North Group newsletter. Parents 
are responsible for transporting their children to and 
from the camp location.

� e deadline for receipt of applications is Monday, 
April 13, 2020. � e mailing address is Sue Leskiw, 
155 Kara Ln, McKinleyville CA 95519. To obtain an 
application form, e-mail sueleskiw1@gmail.com or 
call (707) 442-5444.

If you would like to help underwrite the cost of 
these camp scholarships, send a check payable to 
“North Group Environmental Education Fund” to North 
Group Sierra Club, PO Box 238, Arcata CA 95518.

Felice Pace, North Group Water Chair
Supervisor Steve Madrone is representing Humboldt 

County on the Coalition of the Willing (COW), an 
initiative of the Trump Administration which aims to 
forge a new Klamath River Water Deal. Participants 
include main architects of the failed Klamath Basin 
Restoration Agreement (KBRA) Water Agreement: 
Craig Tucker, the Yurok Tribe’s Mike Belchik, Glen 
Spain representing the Pacifi c Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Associations (PCFFA) and Dan Keppen 
of the Family Farm Alliance, an agricultural lobby 
organization. It’s unclear who Tucker represents at 
the COW or if he is one of its paid “facilitators.”

I believe the current eff ort can only be understood 
by considering the context in which it arises: the failed 
KBRA Water Deal and the thirty-year eff ort to settle 
tribal water rights claims west-wide.

Since the late 1980s, both Democratic and 
Republican federal administrations have sought 
settlement of tribal water rights claims. Over 30 
settlements have already been approved and funded 
by Congress and many more are in various stages of 
negotiation. 

While each settlement is unique, I believe the feds 
have not been fair brokers but rather have worked to 
keep most of the water with mostly white irrigators 
who hold junior water rights. � e feds game plan uses 

Humboldt County Joins “Coalition of the Willing” 
Seeking a New Klamath Water Deal

In 2019 North Group sponsored three campers. 
Photo credit: Lost Coast Camp

the public relations techniques known as “coercive 
harmony” to get tribal representatives to agree to 
settlement terms that are not in the interest of their 
members, healthy streams and fi sheries.   

 While a just and balanced water settlement on 
the Klamath is possible, the essential elements of 
such an agreement are not being discussed. � ose 
key elements are: 
• A comprehensive fl ow assessment to identify the 

fl ows needed basin-wide to support healthy stream 
ecosystems and robust salmon populations. 

• A basin-wide program to reduce water demand by 
purchasing and retiring surface water rights from 
willing sellers. 

Unless and until these elements are seriously 
considered, I will judge the Coalition of the Willing 
to be another ploy by the feds to get tribal leaders to 
compromise their people’s water rights. My advice to 
those who care about our rivers and fi sh: if they will 
not agree to water demand reduction and a basin-wide 
fl ow assessment, get out of there right now.  
URLs used in this article:
• KBRA Water Deal :     https://

klamblog.blogspot.com/search/label/
Klamath%20Water%20Deal

• Settle tribal water claims west-wide:   https://
mavensnotebook.com/2018/06/07/guest-
commentary-indian-water-settlements-the-
media-and-the-future-of-western-rivers/

• “coercive harmony”:   https://www.scribd.
com/document/325188409/Coercive-Harmony

A true solution to Klamath water struggles  will address fl ow 
needs basin-wide, including in the often dewatered Scott 
River.  Credit: Felice Pace
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Margaret Gainer, Zero Waste Humboldt
� e online buying culture created by Amazon 

Prime is attractive to increasing numbers of consumers 
because of its extreme convenience. But this convenience 
comes at tremendous hidden environmental costs. 
With the rise of e-commerce, the expedited shipping 
means purchases are over-boxed and not consolidated, 
leading to more trucks required to deliver them, 
and ever-increasing packaging waste. U.S. waste 
management companies report increases of 20% and 
more in corrugated cardboard collected at the curb.

An American Chemistry Council study reported 
that the environmental cost to society of consumer 
plastic products and packaging  was over $139 billion 
in 2015. Without a dramatic change in course, the 
ACC report predicted the annual fi gure will be “$209 
billion by 2025.”

Researchers are calculating that e-commerce 
adds to more traffi  c congestion, more air pollution, 
and more cardboard, plastic bubble wrap, plastic air 
pillows, styrofoam wrapping, insulation liners, and 

Business Packaging Waste 
Reduction Pilot Project

labels to landfi lls. 
An additional cost to shopping online is that it 

threatens the very viability of locally-owned stores 
in our communities. � is is certainly the case for 
businesses on the Redwood Coast. 

Locally, Lisa Enge is spearheading a Zero Waste 
Humboldt pilot project to reduce Arcata business 
packaging waste.  � e Arcata Business Packaging 
Waste Reduction Project will start during Earth Week 
in April by determining how much and what type of 
reusable packaging waste is generated by downtown 
Arcata businesses. Lisa worked for many years at 
Northtown Books and is known to many Arcata business 
owners and managers. She has personally experienced 
the frustration of dealing with excessive layers of 
cardboard, paper, and plastics after shipments arrive.  
Over the years, Lisa has heard the same frustration 
from other businesses. To facilitate the exchange of 
reusable packaging waste, this project will set up an 
online information center. 

Many of the solutions to waste are found in Zero 
Waste reuse methods. � e project goal is to exchange 
reusable packaging waste and reduce the overhead 
cost for storage, garbage and recycling collection 
for local businesses. ZWH will track reduced waste 

and translate that into greenhouse gas reduction. To 
learn more and participate in this pilot project , email 
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com.

Colin Fiske, Executive Director
� e Coalition for Responsible Transportation 

Priorities (CRTP) is celebrating fi ve years since our 
founding in 2015. In that time, we’ve accomplished 
a lot that we’re proud of. We bring a unique, data-
driven perspective to local transportation and land 
use issues, motivated by the urgency of the climate 
crisis and the bike and pedestrian safety crisis to fi nd 
ways that work to reduce driving and increase active 
transportation and transit use.

And we get results. We have had an impact 
on numerous local plans and projects, resulting in 
improvements to bike and pedestrian design that will 
be felt for decades to come. For example, our advocacy 
around better pedestrian design in Arcata resulted in the 
creation of the Arcata Plaza Improvement Task Force, 
which has recommended that the City Council consider 
pedestrianizing some of the surrounding streets. 
Engagement in revisions of the Humboldt County 
zoning code resulted in signifi cant improvements 

Join the Coalition!

to the new Mixed-Use regulations, which will allow 
more walkable development in McKinleyville and 
other local town centers.

The Coalition needs YOU to become a member!
Submitted by Colin Fiske

We also put an emphasis on public education. 
Hundreds of local residents read � e Collector, our 
weekly North Coast transportation news roundup. 
And we reach many more through our presence at 
local events, on the radio, and in regular publications 
like this one. 

We operate on a tiny budget, and that’s okay with 
us. We don’t need a lot. But if we’re going to continue 
our important work and even expand it, we do need 
to have more reliable revenue than we’ve had in the 
past. Which is part of the reason we recently opened 
up our membership to new individuals, businesses 
and organizations. 

To become a member of CRTP, you simply have 
to make a monthly contribution to support us. � e 
requested contribution is $25/month, but any amount 
of $5/month or more will make you a member. Once 
you’re a member, you can be involved at any level you 
want—anything from just reading our email updates 
to applying to be on our Board of Directors. We’ll also 
have occasional member-only meetings to discuss 
important topics and campaigns, and lots of other 
opportunities to participate in our work.

To fi nd out more and to join the Coalition, visit 
transportationpriorities.org/join.

The Zero Waste Zebras will soon be 
ready for parades and festivals for youth 

groups and after school programs that 
want to learn about waste reduction. 

Thanks to artist Maureen McGarry and 
ZWH friends and volunteers for making 

these papier mache ZW Zebras! To invite 
the ZW Zebras for your youth group to 

learn through Zero Waste activities, 
email zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com
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Jackson Carrasco
NEC Zero Waste Intern

At Humboldt State University and the surrounding 
community, � e WRRAP program is known by all as 
a long time leader in zero waste practice. Beginning 
over 30 years ago in 1987, WRRAP, or the Waste 
Reduction and Resource Awareness Program, began as 
the Campus Recycling Program, kicking off  recycling 
at HSU. Today WRAPP takes the form of a multi-
faceted program on campus working to help reduce 
waste from multiple angles, both on campus and 
throughout the community. WRRAP consists of fi ve 
branches; Compost, Education, Reusable Offi  ce and 
Supply Exchange (R.O.S.E.), Zero Waste, and the 
Bicycle Learning Center (BLC). Each work in unison 
to promote an overall goal of diverting waste from 
the landfi ll. 

I had the pleasure of Interviewing the Director 
of WRRAP’s Reusable Offi  ce and Supply Exchange 
program (or ROSE), Sam Kelly. � e R.O.S.E program 
provides a wide variety of free donated offi  ce supplies 
to students and local community for use. Binders, 

HSU Waste Reduction and Resource 
Awareness Program (WRRAP) & Rose House

folders, staplers, dividers, notebooks, writing utensils 
and a variety of other offi  ce supplies have been given 
a second life in the program. Kelly explains that the 
mission of the WRRAP and ROSE programs is to 
“promote diff erent views on consumption, and provide 

access to resources to encourage these views.” � e 
ROSE House also promotes upcycling of materials 
that have been donated to the program. “� e reuse 
of items can go beyond their intended purpose, and 
be looked at from a new, creative perspective,” says 
Kelly. By providing access to these resources, ROSE 
promotes, to both students and community members, 
the re-use of items that would have otherwise been 
bought new.

� e new local recycling protocols enacted over 
the past year have added to the education side of 
WRRAP. As the recycling dynamic has changed 
in the city, WRRAP has worked to better educate 
the public on how to properly dispose of recyclable 
items. “WRRAP has attempted to work as a resource 
to provide updates and accurate information to the 
campus community to ensure that recycling is being 
done right in light of these changes to how local waste 
is recycled,” explains Kelly. 

As WRAPP has grown and expanded over the 
past 30 years, the mission of the program has stayed 
the same in supporting alternatives to the landfi ll, and 
providing community resources to better educate the 
public on these alternatives. In an ever consuming 
society, the work of the WRRAP and ROSE programs 
is extremely valuable in turning around the way we 

Waste-Reduction and Resource Awareness Program (WRRAP) 
logo.  Source: wrrap.humboldt.edu

Project timeline credit: Cal Trans, Lastchancegrade.com

Practicing Spacious Solidarity
Caroline Griffi  th

EcoNews Journalist

“When I was a boy and I would see scary things in 

the news, my mother would say to me, "Look for the 

helpers. You will always find people who are helping.”

- Fred Rogers

Social distancing, the mandate to stay six feet away 
from our fellow humans, is semantically terribly cold, 
and emotionally contrary to what feels right. In times 
of uncertainty and crisis, so many of us instinctually 
want to run towards each other rather than away, but 
how do we do that while keeping each other safe? Here 
at the NEC we have decided that rather than social 
distancing, we will be practicing spacious solidarity, 
meaning we will continue to support each other and 
the environment, all from within our six foot personal 
bubble. As of now, no one knows how long this will 
last, so it’s vital that we maintain our social networks 
and that we step up to help those in need. 

For folks who are fi nancially secure and who don’t 
have children, this outbreak can seem like a great 
opportunity to take solo hikes, go birding or do an 
impromptu one-person beach clean-up, which it is. 

It is also a time when your neighbors may need you 
more than ever. � e closing of schools and shuttering 
of local businesses has left many in our community 
uncertain about the future and how they will get their 
needs met in the next weeks and months. Luckily, 
many other local groups are also practicing spacious 
solidarity, and networks of volunteers are out in full 
force delivering resources and emotional support to 
those in need.

One of our community allies, Cooperation 
Humboldt, is compiling databases of those in need and 
those who can help, and then connecting volunteers 
with tasks. If you need help with childcare, deliveries 
of food or medication or if you can volunteer, check 
out https://cooperationhumboldt.com/covid-response/ 
for more details. 

Redwood Coast Village, a grassroots senior-citizen 
organization, is also matching volunteers with people 
in need. It can be contacted through its Facebook 
page. Not everyone has access to the internet, so in 
the spirit of spacious solidarity, we may need to call 
our networks or leave notes for our neighbors to fi gure 
out who needs help. 

For those who fi nd themselves out of work because 
of the virus, unemployment benefi ts information 

is available at www.edd.ca.gov/about_edd/
coronavirus-2019.htm

� anks to Access Humboldt, displaced students 
without internet access may be eligible for free 
broadband for the next 60 days. Call 888-633-0030 
to enroll.

Social isolation can exacerbate health issues, 
and the order to shelter in place may lead to serious 
consequences for those without a strong social network. 
Practicing spacious solidarity means that we take the 
time to reach out to our neighbors and make sure they 
are okay. Maybe this is a good time to start a pen-pal 
relationship with an elderly neighbor or to call a kid 
that you know and read them a story over the phone. 
You can start a Skype book or fi lm club. Or plan zoom-
call dance parties. Or spend hours watching the birds.

� is crisis could turn into a great opportunity to 
connect with our community (from a safe distance) 
and to slow down and evaluate what is really important 
in our lives. And this forced break from “business as 
usual” may have a healing eff ect on our air and water 
quality since we will have the luxurious opportunity 
to go days without driving. 
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference

Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501
1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us
2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us
3rd District - Mike Wilson
707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us
4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us
5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Diane Feinstein 
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Huff man
https://huff man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House Offi  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor
Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at 
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

Look up other California state legislators 
here: http://fi ndyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list? 
www.usa.gov/elected-officials

Public Lands and National Parks
Related to off shore energy production is a program 

called the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). 
� e fund was established by the federal government 
as a means to sweeten the bad taste of off shore energy 
development and expected negative impacts to coastal 
ecosystems. � e LWCF skims a portion of the proceeds 
from offshore oil production and places it in the 
LWCF. � at money is used across the country to fund 
everything from local recreation projects like organized 
sports facilities to trails. � e LWCF funds have been 
diverted to inappropriate uses and stopped altogether. 
� e LWCF is critical, however, to acquisition of new 
public lands, such as National Parks and wildlife 
refuges. � e NEC will be following two bills in the 
senate that may be enacted at the time this issue of 
the EcoNews is published: “S. 1081 would provide 
permanent funding for LWCF, and S. 500 would take 
unallocated oil and gas revenues to create a fi ve-year, 
$6.5 billion trust fund to chip away at the deferred 
maintenance in national parks.”  (E&E News) 

 Environmental Policy Intern, Kenny Mort, is 
helping the NEC follow this legislation and will be 
keeping readers up to date. 

Wildlife
In addition, look for future news regarding federal 

legislation and actions related to Endangered Species, 
Fisheries Protections and establishment of Critical 
Wildlife Migration Corridors. Environmental Policy 
intern, Vanessa Odom, will be working with us on 
tracking those topics. 

A Note on Elections
As we track upcoming local, state and national 

elections, it’s important that we research the positions 
and track records of candidates on a wide variety of 
conservation issues. If elected, those candidates may 
have a direct ability to infl uence the wise use and 
protection of resources. Remember that non-profi ts 
such as the NEC are prohibited from, and should not 
engage in, partisan politics. � ere are a variety of other 
sources to provide facts on candidates’ records. Good 
information collection requires the use of unbiased 
and/or biased-admitted sources that have been vetted. 
Social media sources and political pundits range from 
false to good information, but the NEC encourages our 
members and readers to use sound critical thinking when 
considering candidates and issues. Our world is better 
when our leaders are better and are guided by facts, 
not just opinion.  We will be electing representatives 
who will be responsible for protecting not just people, 
but literally everything on earth.

While election year activities ramp up, there is a 
great deal of activity related to conservation, public 
land management, energy and climate change. Here 
are just a few notes.

Offshore Wind
While the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 

(BOEM) is engaged in studies to permit off shore fl oating 
wind platforms along our coast locally, off shore wind 
projects are becoming big business globally. � e impacts 
of that global interest and demand will be a factor 
in local decisions. � e Norwegian-based company, 
Equinor ASA, formerly known as Statoil, has started 
to engage the big lobbying fi rms in Washington, D.C. 
to formulate federal regulations favorable to off shore 
wind production. To date, those eff orts have been 
primarily directed toward the East Coast wind resources, 
but advancement in the east will translate directly to 
ramped up eff orts on the West Coast. For the goal of 
reducing use of fossil fuels, this eff ort is positive and is 
now attracting the interests of energy companies in the 
Middle East such as Anbaric Development Partners. 
More interest and investment will increase funding 
to solve some of the problems associated with wind 
energy, such as impacts to fi shing and birds. � is is 
critical to the success of reducing reliance on fossil fuels. 
As Congress pushes banks and investment companies 
to divest of fossil fuel production, wind is one of the 
benefactors of that energy transfer. � e bottom line: 
wind energy development and production, like fossil 
fuel, is likely to become less of a locally driven and 
owned market. � is increased interest by international 
corporations is not unexpected on federal off shore 
coastal plains and it might have positive results if 
larger investments result in faster transfer from fossil 
fuels.  Humboldt County has a commodity that will 
only increase in worth and necessity over time.

Offshore Oil and Gas Drilling 
� e threat proposed by the Trump Administration’s 

plan to open all US off shore federal waters to energy 
development continues. � e House of Representatives 
passed a bill to stop new off shore energy exploration 
and development at the end of the last session of 
Congress, but the Senate took no action. Sen. Harris 
(D-CA) and Merkley (D-OR) introduced the “West 
Coast Ocean Protection Act” to block Trump’s plan. 
We hope the Act is taken up by the senate and the 
NEC, with help from Environmental Policy Intern, 
Aspen Stefanik, will be tracking this legislation and 
related news to report back to our readers. 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Eye onWashington

Questions? Contact the NEC at 707-822-6918 
or nec@yournec.org. 
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stalk, and the leafl ets get smaller both toward the tip 
and toward the base.

A more "ferny" fern, with fi nely divided leaves in 
these shady forests is Spreading Wood Fern (Dryopteris 
expansa), usually found on rotting wood, like stumps, 
fallen trunks, or piles of shed bark at the base of a 
tree.  Its fronds have a triangular outline, and it is 
evergreen.  � ese features distinguish it from the 
similar Lady Fern (Athyrium felix-femina), common 
anywhere moisture is found, in forests or out. Its soft, 
bright green, fi nely divided fronds die every winter.  
Its fronds have a diamond-shape outline, with small 
leafl ets at the bottom as well as the tip.  A large Lady 
Fern may have a short trunk and a large, lush presence. 

Five-fi nger Fern (Adiantum aleauticum) grows in 
damp but well drained, forested places, like the walls 
of Fern Canyon or a shady curve in a forest trail. Its 
dainty leafl ets on delicate, wiry, black leaf stalks are 
guaranteed to elicit oohs and aahs.  � ese leaf stalks 
are an important ingredient of Native Californian 
baskets.  Despite its delicate appearance, Five-fi nger 
Fern also grows in serpentine rock jumbles along 
sunny mountain roads.  

Continued on next page

Carol Ralph, CA Native Plant Society
Most people love ferns in general, but many 

people do not separate the various fern species from 
the green blur of a lusciously green forest or bank.  
Around Humboldt Bay this is not hard to do.  Here 
is a quick guide, starting with a species that is ending 
its year as most plants are quickening theirs.

By the end of May, when so many plants in our 
area are at the peak of green vigor, Roadbank Fern 
(Polypodium calirhiza) is yellowing and drying. It has 
dropped its spores, and will be dormant for the summer 
dry season.  Soon after the fi rst rains in fall, fresh, green 
fronds will emerge from its creeping, branching stem 
that clings to the steep road cuts, rocks, and dunes 
where it lives. Some sources call it Nested Polypody, 
a baffl  ing name that conveys little information to 
most people.  � e identifi cation of Roadbank Fern 
was confused with California Polypody (Polypodium 
californicum) until in 1991 a study of these species 
plus Licorice Fern (Polypodium glycyrrhiza) revealed 
that Roadbank Fern originated as a hybrid between 
California and Licorice Ferns, and is now hardier and 
more widespread than either of those.  Licorice Fern is 
similar but with pointier leafl ets and favors lusciously 
mossy trunks of deciduous trees like Big-leaf Maple, 

Neighborhood ferns

where it usually can stay green all year. 
One more creeping fern found here is Leather 

Fern (Polypodium scouleri).  Its fronds are darker 
green, tougher (leathery!), have a long, rounded lobe 
on the tip, and are evergreen. It grows as an epiphyte, 
including in the largest Redwoods, where its creeping 
stem and tough leaves create huge islands of soil in the 
treetops. A falling branch can carry with it a clump of 
Leather Fern, which will then grow on the forest fl oor.  

� e classic forest fl oor of Redwood forests is a lush 
covering of Sword Fern (Polystichum munitum).  Its 
fronds are simply lobed, like the polypodies, but are 
arranged in a tuft that can grow very large. � e leafl ets 
are attached by just a corner to the leaf stalk and get 
gradually shorter toward the frond tip. Sword Fern is 
hardy; it grows in dry forests as well as damp ones.

Also in shady forests and with simply lobed fronds 
arranged in a tuft, is Deer Fern (Struthiopteris spicant, 
formerly Blechnum spicant; its taxonomy has been 
updated).Often found on cut banks by a trail or road, 
Deer Fern is smaller and tidier than Sword Fern, with 
a circular crown of fronds and sometimes narrower, 
browner reproductive fronds standing vertical in the 
center.  � e entire leafl et base is attached to the leaf 

Roadbank fern. Photo credit: Carol Ralph.

Leather Fern. Photo credit: Carol Ralph. Deer Fern. Photo Creidt: Len Mazur A small Lady fern frond shows its diamond shape outline. 
Photo credit: Carol Ralph.

A very small Spreading Wood Fern frond shows its triangular 
outline. Photo credit: Carol Ralph.

Western Sword Fern Photo credit: J Brew, Flikr.com
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Neighborhood ferns

A fun, little fern encountered in surprising places 
is another species with a wiry leaf stalk, Goldback Fern 
(Pentagramma triangularis).  It can live in otherwise 
dry habitats, like under a large driftwood log at the 
back of the sandy beach or on a road bank in the dune 
forest.  It deals with dry periods by curling up its 
fronds, waiting for rain. Its other surprise is the clear 
yellow color all over the backs of its triangular fronds. 

� e world's most widespread fern is worth knowing.  
Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), like the polypodies, 
sends up single fronds from a creeping rhizome, but 
its rhizome is well underground.  Its frond has a very 
tough leaf stem and is very "ferny."  It can be 1-8 ft 
tall and dies back for the winter.  Bracken lives in both 
shady and sunny habitats.  Its tough, brown, dry, old 
fronds betray its presence all year.

Goldback Fern. Photo credit: Carol Ralph

Bracken Fern. A tightly coiled new frond, a "� ddlehead," is in 
front of a fully open frond. Photo credit: Carol Ralph.

Five-� nger Fern. Photo credit: Len Mazur

Your source for the finest hardwoods & wood working supplies

5301 Boyd Rd., Arcata  •  Just off Giuntoli Lane at Hwy 299
825-8880  •  www.almquistlumber.com

Your local 
supplier of 

marine plywoods
HYDROTEK MERANTI & 

DOUGLAS FIR

Lumber for boats, paddles & oars
ASH, PORT ORFORD CEDAR, SPRUCE, CVG FIR, WHITE OAK, 

MAHOGANY, PURPLE HEART, JATOBA

Ne w  R a n ge r 
for Mad River 
District

Caroline Griffi  th, EcoNews Journalist

S i x  R i v e r s 
N a t i o n a l  Fo r e s t 
announced in early 
March the selection 
of a new Ranger for 
the Mad River Ranger 
District. Kristen Lark, 
who has worked for 
the Forest Service 
since 1987, will be 
replacing Ranger Dan 
Dill. 

The NEC was 
p l e a s e d  t o  h e a r 
that Lark had been 
selected to replace 
Dill, who had a good 
relationship with 
conservation groups. 
As NEC Executive 
Director, Larry Glass, 
said, “We had such 
a great relationship 
with Dan Dill and 
accomplished so much working with him. Six Rivers 
is one of the few National Forests that enviros have 
made any progress in. After the tragic loss of Dan, 
who worked so well with SAFE and NEC, we had been 
concerned about who the Forest Service would pick 
as a replacement. We are comforted by the choice of 
Kristen Lark, ten-year work ally of Dill who he had 
specifi cally recruited to come work on the Mad River 
District. I look forward to working with her.”

Lark’s tenure at the Forest Service began as an 
assistant fi re engine operator on the Klamath National 
Forest in 1987. Since then she has worked as a forestry 
technician on the Lower Trinity Ranger District, a 
timber management forester for the Mad River Ranger 
District and silviculturist for the Lower Trinity Ranger 
District. 

“A lifelong career in the Forest Service is a unique 
and special thing. I have seen this agency work hard to 
listen, grow and change to improve our stewardship 
to people and the land,” said Lark. “Exploring new 
collaborations, while still honoring our positive 
traditions, makes me proud to be part of the Forest 
Service family.”

Lark began her new assignment on March 29. She 
fi lls a vacancy left open when District Ranger Dan 
Dill died following a brief illness in September 2019.

Kristen Lark, new Mad River District 
Ranger. Photo provided by the 

U.S. Forest Service. 

Continued  from prior page

� ese ten ferns account for most of the ferns 
encountered in the coastal and redwood zones of 
Humboldt County.  � ey are an easy subset of our 
plant neighbors to get to know.  Interested in learning 
more? Join a fern walk with the California Native Plant 
Society (See page 16). 



Apr/May 2020    EcoNewswww.yournec.org21

Get on Board for the Climate:
Humboldt Climate Challenges

Martha Walden, 
11th Hour

Here comes climate change like a monster truck 
barreling down on Earth. Time to stop standing in the 
headlights and arguing about who is supposed to do 
something! To stop this catastrophe we must halve 
greenhouse gas emissions worldwide in the next ten 
years. � is is a moonshot and beyond.  

After the Terra-Gen controversy bounced off  
Humboldt and left tattered environmentalists in its 
wake, several new groups of climate change activists 
have formed. I belong to the What Now Coalition, 
comprised of both opponents and advocates of the 
proposed wind farm project. What unites us is the 
urgent need to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. 
So far, we have the participation and backing of 350 
Humboldt, 11th Hour, MEChA (Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano de Aztlán) and Humboldt Green Party.

We have scheduled Humboldt Climate Challenges 
throughout the county during the month of March to 
educate and recruit new people willing to put climate 
action at the top of their list. Coalition member 
Wendy Ring has devised a board game to help players 
identify the most eff ective strategies here in Humboldt 
County. We hope playing it will stimulate an informed 
discussion and inspire people to sign up for action 
groups networking throughout the county.

Our fi rst goal is to infl uence the county to strengthen 
its Climate Action Plan (CAP). It has done a lot of work 
to gather information and formulate feasible programs 
and projects, but the target must be maximized. � is 
would be no easy task, even if the forces of business-
as-usual were not operating. We are a rural county, and 
we have to drive a lot to get anywhere. So predictably 
enough, emissions from transportation are very high. 
How can we make travel by bus and bicycle feasible 
for as many of us as possible? � is is a huge issue for 
the CAP to address.

We who live in Humboldt naturally believe that 
our quality of life is distinctively better here than 
anywhere else. But like most other places, it too is 
built on a foundation of fossil fuels. � e transition to 
a low emissions lifestyle is just as challenging here as 
anywhere else -- maybe even more so because of our 
remoteness and the limit on how much electricity 
we can import. 

By the time you read this at least fi ve Climate 
Challenges will have already taken place.  We may 
schedule more into April if we have suffi  cient support. 
Please help! Do you know of good places to meet 
and play our game? Can you help with publicity? 
Would you like to help staff  an event? Let me know 
at marthawalden@suddenlink.net.

"We are on � re. Act now." Climate protestor sign. Creative commons, Pexels.com

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

“We Help You Understand Nature’s Pharmacy”

• Over 400 medicinal  
 and culinary herbs

• Organic teas 

• Custom formulas 

• Unique gifts

300 2nd Street, Old Town, Eureka
(707) 442-3541 • www.humboldtherbals.com

Healthcare  
for your life.

~ Certified Herbalists ~
Effective, Natural & Economical 
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Caroline Griffi  th. 
EcoNews Journalist

Shorts
Short bits of interest and  positivity

A World Without People 
(For the Moment): The 

Environmental Upside of 
COVID-19

In the days since Italy shut down all non-essential 
businesses and put citizens in quarantine, swans 
and dolphins have appeared in the canals in Venice. 
Normally teeming with tourist boats and Vaporetti, 
which are public water busses, the water in the canals 
is now open for animal traffi  c and clear enough to spot 
fi sh in, though the water quality hasn’t necessarily 
improved. Air quality, however, has improved because 
nearly all fossil-fuel burning vehicles have been taken 
off  the roads and waterways.

In China, the quarantine and shuttering of factories 
led to a 40% decrease in nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 
emissions, which are released by factories, power plants 
and vehicles. � e burning of coal is a major source of 
emissions in China and, according to the State Of � e 
Air 2019 report from the US Health Eff ects Institute, 
air pollution was responsible for 1.2 million deaths in 
2017. � ough business as usual is resuming in China, 
this demonstrates that large-scale mobilization can 
drastically and quickly reduce emissions, and that it 
may be one of the only ways to do it.

    Letters to EcoNews
Letters should be 300 words or less,  be 

relevant to  EcoNews readers and material 
covered in EcoNews, and must include the 
writer’s address and phone number. 

Letters may be edited and shortened 
for space. The NEC reserves the right to reject any submitted 
material for any reason (size, content, writing style, etc.).

Send to caroline@yournec.org

On March 2 the California State Department 
of Water Resources (DWR) held a public scoping 
hearing in Redding California, the only one in the 
Northstate, to seek public input on the scope of issues 
to be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) of Governor Newsom’s recently released state 
water plan.  Of the original seven planned scoping 
meetings in the state, none were planned further 
north than Sacramento.  � e meeting in Redding 
took place due to the eff orts of the Hoopa Valley 
High School Water Protectors Club. � ese brave 
youths traveled to Sacramento to attend the public 
scoping hearing on February 3 to urge the California 
DWR to conduct a hearing further north.  Over 200 
people attended the March 2 hearing to voice their 
concerns on the impact of the State permanently 
diverting billions of gallons of water to Southern 
California, water that is desperately needed for our 
rivers.  

� is project threatens the Trinity, Klamath, 
and Sacramento Rivers, all their tributaries and the 
salmon, as well as the very essence of the Indigenous 
Cultures. We heard moving and intelligent 
testimony delivered by many tribal members as well 
as environmentalists, fi sheries biologists, fi shing 
guides, and the general public who all spoke against 
this project.  � is comes on the heels of the latest 
report of the Klamath River system’s Fall Chinook 
salmon run which fell well below projection and 
reduces the prospects for the next generation of fi sh.

We encourage people to get involved and voice 
their opinions and concerns.  � e public scoping 
period is open until April 17 until 5:00 PM.  Submit 
your comments to DeltaConveyanceScoping@water.
ca.gov  to explain why you think that this project 
should not be approved.  Talking points can be found 
on SaveCaliforniaSalmon at www.californiasalmon.
org/alerts  

Comments made are required to go on record 
and become part of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  Also, call or email Governor 
Newsom at govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

by Rebecca Schiros and Stacy Sebring

Letters to EcoNews

Local Tribes and the Hoopa High Water Protector’s Club 
demand protection of the Klamath and Trinity Rivers.  

Photo Credit: Marc Daddigan

Student Bird Art 
& Nature Writing 

Contests Deadline 
Extention: April 13

Due to school closures in Humboldt County, 
the deadline for receipt of entries in the Student 
Bird Art Contest and Student Nature Writing 
Contest has been extended from Friday, March 
20 to Monday, April 13.

These two contests usually are held in 
conjunction with the Godwit Days Spring 
Migration Birding Festival, which has been 
postponed to a yet-to-be-determined date this 
fall. However, Friends of the Arcata Marsh (FOAM) 
and Redwood Region Audubon Society (RRAS) 
wish to continue their two contests this spring.

Festival postponement means that there 
will be no awards ceremony or opportunity to 
post all of the art and winning essays/poems in 
the Arcata Community Center. However, if the 
Arcata Marsh Interpretive Center opens by May 
1, copies of winning art pieces will be on display 
there during May and June. Winners of the art 
contest will be featured on both the FOAM and 
RRAS websites and in their newsletters, while 
writing contest winners will be posted on the 
RRAS website and, as space allows, be reproduced 
in the organization’s Sandpiper newsletter.

As of March 16, the Arcata Marsh Interpretive 
Center – which serves as the drop-off  point for 
entries – has been closed until further notice, 
so artwork cannot be turned in there. Call 707-
826-2359 closer to the April 13 deadline, to fi nd 
out whether the Center has reopened and can 
accept art pieces. � e other method to submit 
artwork is by mailing it to Sue Leskiw, 155 Kara 
Lane, McKinleyville CA 95519.

Writing contest entries can be printed and 
mailed to Sue at the address above or emailed 
to sueleskiw1@gmail.com.

Make sure to visit www.rras.org and click on 
the appropriate contest link at the right of the 
opening screen, so you have complete instructions 
on how to enter the two contests.
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Northcoast Environmental Center
415  I  Street,  Arcata, CA  95521
MAIL TO: PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

Address ____________________________

City ________________________________

bring you     

Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon

$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$30 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl

$500 - Orca

$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: www.yournec.
org. If you prefer, mail this form with a check or 
fi ll in your credit card information below. 

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  

a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 

Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)


