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even more community involvement in 
the years to come!

Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes 
National LandmarkNational Landmark

We received notice from the 
Department of the Interior stating 
their intention to designate Lanphere 
and Ma-le’l Dunes as a National 
Landmark. � eir evaluation concluded 
that these sites are unique in the North 
Paci� c Border physiographic province. 
� ey are outstanding examples of 
the most diverse and highest quality 
remnants of coastal dune habitats in 
the province. 

� e Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes 

EcoNews Coordinator: Caroline Gri�  th

EcoNews Graphic Layout: Chelsea Pulliam

Proofreaders: Terra Freedman

Authors:  Larry Glass, Carrie Tully, Caroline 
Gri�  th, Dan Sealy, Tom Wheeler, Carol Ralph, 
Casey Cruikshank, Ali Ong Lee, Martha 
Walden, Felice Pace, Margaret Gainer, Brittany 
Kleinschnitz, Tom Stokely, Mpingo Uhuru, Kenny 
Mort, Jamie Carlino, Alyssa Rose

Cover:  Coastal Cleanup Day 2020 Artwork. 
Credit: Chelsea Pulliam and Art.By.Mir.

Art Atrribution:  Certain graphics on page 2, 
3, 4, 18, and 22 are from Freepik.com

News From the Center

NEC Board Of Directors

EcoNews is the official monthly 
publication of the  Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC), a 
non-profit organization.  Third class 
postage paid in Arcata. ISSN No. 
0885-7237.  EcoNews is mailed to 
our members and distributed free 
throughout the Northern California 
and Southern Oregon bioregion. 
The subscription rate is $50 per year. 

415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

707- 822-6918
www.yournec.org

The ideas and views expressed 
in EcoNews are not necessarily 

those of the NEC. 

To contact NEC Board Members, 
please write to board@yournec.org

President: Larry Glass, Safe Alternatives 
for our Forest Environment
Vice-President: Margaret Gainer, At-Large 
Secretary: Jennifer Kalt, Humboldt 
Baykeeper
Treasurer: Chris Jenican Beresford, 
At-Large
Joan Tippets, Calfornia Native Plant Society
CJ Ralph, Redwood Region Audubon Society
Richard Kreis, Sierra Club, North Group
Alicia Hamann, Friends of the Eel River
Tom Wheeler, Environmental Protection 
Information Center
Dan Sealy,  At-Large
Aisha Cissna, At-Large

NEC Staff
Executive Director:
Larry Glass, larry@yournec.org
Administrative & Development Director: 
Carrie Tully, carrie@yournec.org
EcoNews Coordinator/Journalist:
Caroline Gri�  th,  caroline@yournec.org
Coastal Programs Coordinator: 
Casey Cruischank , casey@yournec.org
Admin. Assistant & Outreach Coordinator: 
Chelsea Pulliam, chelsea@yournec.org
Bookkeeping Assistant: 
Anita Gilbride-Read, volunteer

Humboldt Baykeeper
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club, North Group, 
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon 
Society
www.rras.org

Friends of the Eel River
www.eelriver.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities www.transportationpriorities.org

NEC Member Groups

NEC Affiliate Members

Humboldt Baykeeper
Fiscally sponsored by the NEC

Director: 
Jennifer Kalt, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org 
Bay Tours Coordinator:  
Jasmin Segura, jasmin@humboldtbaykeeper.org

Larry Glass, Executive Director
Carrie Tully, Admin. Director

 

Every Saturday in 
September 2020 is 
Coastal Cleanup Day!
www.yournec.org/ccd2020

A New Look...A New Look...
� is year’s Coastal Cleanup Day 

has e� ectively become a Coastal 
Cleanup month and will look quite 
a bit di� erent. In order to maintain 
the safety of our community, Coastal 
Cleanup Day will be spread out over 
every Saturday in September instead 
of having a large gathering on one day. 
Our hope is that these changes will 
also help create a trash-picking habit 
that will keep you coming back for 
more. 

Safe ParticipationSafe Participation
We are asking that all participants 

only engage with others in their home, 
or members of their social distancing 
circle. It is important that you respect 
social distancing rules in accordance 
with the current State of California 
guidelines. We encourage you to wear 

masks, reusable protective gloves, and 
use trash pickers if available. � is year 
we highly encourage individuals or 
groups from the same household to 
focus their cleanup energy on their 
own neighborhood. We would like to 
remind you that all water leads to the 
sea, and a clean ocean starts on your 
street!

Emphasis on Citizen Science Emphasis on Citizen Science 
& Data Collection& Data Collection

� is year at the Center we have 
been putting a strong focus on 
education and data collection. Citizen 
science is an integral part of Coastal 
Programs at the NEC. Our Coastal 
Program’s sta�  and volunteers have 
been working hard to track marine and 
neighborhood debris with the exciting 
and comprehensive NOAA Marine 
Debris Tracker application. � is app 
helps the team identify local waste 
patterns (what kind of trash is being 
found and where) so we can advocate 
for waste reduction solutions in our 
community. 

You Can Win Prizes!You Can Win Prizes!
We are so appreciative of our Coastal 

Cleanup Day volunteers that this year 
we are o� ering our participants the 

NEWSNEWSECEC NEWSNEWSECEC

chance to win prizes! Every Saturday 
we will host a prize drawing for 
every volunteer who � lls out our 
Cleanup Results Reporting Form. 
Follow the NEC on Facebook or 
Instagram to learn about the weekly 
prizes being o� ered. In addition, 
we will be o� ering prizes based on 
four categories at the end of Coastal 
Cleanup Month.

Prize Categories:Prize Categories:
• Most Pieces of Trash Picked Up
• Most Frequent Volunteer
• Largest Item Picked Up
• Best Photo

Please visit www.yournec.org/
ccd2020 to learn more about this 
exciting event and our data collection 
tools!

Trash-a-ThonTrash-a-Thon
We want to once again thank our 

trash collectors and pledgers for your 
participation in the NEC’s � rst ever 
Trash-a-thon! Our fundraising goal 
for this unique � rst event that was 
dreamed up by our own inventive 
sta�  person, Chelsea Pulliam, was 
surpassed by quite a bit. We look 
forward to expanding the event with 

Continued
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Letters to EcoNews
We want to hear from you! Write us a
letter 300 words or less that’s relevant to 
EcoNews and we’ll consider publishing it! 
Letters may be edited and shortened for 
space. The NEC reserves the right to reject 
any submitted material for any reason. Don’t 
forget to include your contact information when submitting!

Emai l  carol ine@yournec.org

News from the Center
Continued from prior page In This Issue

� e Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes are remarkably 
undisturbed, yet easily accessible. National Natural 
Landmark designations are made to herald and 
support the voluntary conservation of public and 
private sites that illustrate our outstanding natural 
heritage. � e NEC fully supports this designation.

Greenhouse Gas PollutionGreenhouse Gas Pollution
Nevertheless...while we are all focused on the 

pandemic and the continuing economic collapse, 
according to NOAA’s Global Monitoring Laboratory, 
greenhouse gas (GHG) pollution in the atmosphere 
continues to rise. � e four major pollutants tracked 
are: CO2 (carbon dioxide), CH4 (methane), N2O 
(nitrous oxide), and SF6 (sulfur hexa� uoride). All 
of these have continued their unabated rise. Many 
observers felt that with localized visual pollution 
improvements because of a brief cessation of travel 
and some manufacturing, that these would somehow 
slow the rate of GHG pollution. Unfortunately, the 
rate of increase has not been substantially a� ected. 

In order to really have a lasting and signi� cant 
impact on the rate of GHG increase, it is going to 
take a sustained and serious reduction in fossil fuel 
consumption. Here at the NEC, we continue to be 
focused on what we consider to be the biggest bad-
actor of all, and that is the plastics industry. Plastics 
create pollution during the extraction process, the 
manufacturing process, and then most insidiously, 
as they break down in the environment. Plastics live 
on for decades in our land� lls, continuing to release 
GHGs into the atmosphere. Besides adding to our 
overall GHG burden, they gradually break down in 
the environment, creating pollution on our beaches, 
in the oceans, rivers, and in our own community 
streets. And now we are � nding microplastics in our 
food and water supply.

� e biggest culprit in our cleanup activities -- 
Coastal Cleanup Day, Adopt a Beach & Adopt a Block, 
and Trash-a-thon -- you guessed it! PLASTICS.

So, please don’t take that plastic bag from your 
local store, and please get involved in one (or all!) of 
our cleanup activities! SINCERE GRATITUDE TO:

• All of our current Coastal Cleanup Day 
Sponsors. We couldn’t do it without the 
support of our wonderful local businesses: 

• Piersons Building Center
• Eureka Natural Foods
• North Group Sierra Club 
• Humboldt Distillery
• Plaza: Be Inspired
• Adventures Edge
• The Heart of Humboldt
• Visual Concepts
• Pen & Pine
• Coast Central Credit Union

• If you would like to sponsor Coastal 
Cleanup Day please visit yournec.org/
coastalcleanupday/sponsors 

BouBouquetsquets

Photo credit: Story of Plastic Film Screening Toolkit

Repurposed Cleanup Bags
Keep Zero Waste practices alive! Instead of 
using virgin plastic bags for your trash cleanup, 
repurpose an old soil or dog food bag! 

California Native Plant Society has been 
collecting used soil bags and will have them 
available for pick-up at its Nursery at 5851 
Myrtle Ave, Eureka, Freshwater Farms Reserve. 
They are available for pick-up every Wednesday 
10am-1pm. Please enter through the gate 
between the long white building and the barn, 
not through the farm stand. 

Questions: email casey@yournec.org.

Coastal Cleanup Day
Stickers

Purchase our new 5” Coastal Cleanup Day 
stickers for $5 at yournec.org/ccd2020
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What inspires you to volunteer your time?
I was inspired to volunteer for the NEC after starting 

as a Work Study student during the semester and feeling 
welcomed with open arms into their organizational 
community. After the semester ended I decided to 
volunteer during the summer. � e NEC is home to a 
solid group of people who care about our local and 
global environment, with a motivation to cultivate both 
self and group change and growth. What an honor it is 
to be part of a team so accountable to one another and 
the community!

 
What project are you working on at the NEC?

During the summer I have dipped my toes into a few 
NEC projects including Trash-a-� on and planning for 
other upcoming fundraisers. I have also supported by 
processing donations that come into the o�  ce by our 
generous donors. One of the projects I have been happy to 
contribute to is the NEC social media presence, crafting 
and sharing our Mindful Monday posts - advice, art, 
and resources for navigating the current environmental, 
social, and political climate with grace and ease.

 What words of advice do you have to people 
interested in volunteering at a local nonpro� t?

If you’re interested in volunteering at a local nonpro� t, 
my biggest piece of advice would be to get to know the 
organizational community! Every nonpro� t is di� erent, 
and the people who work behind the scenes shape how 
the organization thrives. Knowing those people and 
sharing yourself and your experiences helps create a 
dynamic, diverse, and expansive environment, leading 
to work that is in full integrity.

Brittany forest bathing in the Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest

It was with mixed feelings that I read in the July 
issue that people were being encouraged to leave their 
porch lights on at night during National Moth Week to 
attract and document local moths.  While I'm totally 
in favor of citizen science, documenting biodiversity, 
expanding our knowledge of local biota, etc., etc., there 
are some serious ethical issues involved in this case.  
One is the current dire state of insect populations.  
Many insect species, especially those such as moths 
that undergo complete metamorphosis, have only a 
few days (or nights) of adult life in which to breed and 
they cannot a� ord to spend them bashing themselves 
pointlessly against lights.  Not only do huge numbers 
of insects waste precious time in this activity, they fall 
easy prey to bats and birds in the process, good news 
for the bats and birds but only as long as there are 
insects.  In fact, insect declines in urban areas have 
been attributed in part to outdoor lighting.  Another 
issue is the contribution of outdoor lighting to the 
larger problem of light pollution, which disrupts 
bird migration and diminishes human appreciation 
of the night sky.  And then there's the whole energy 
conservation matter.

 I don't really believe that the number of lights 
that might be left on for a week for National Moth 
Week is going to make much of a di� erence in the 
grand scheme of things, but millions of lights left on 
every night have a huge impact and the problem can 
be addressed only one light at a time.  I would like 
readers to be aware of the consequences of outdoor 
lighting and refrain from leaving lights on at night 
without very good reason.  If night lighting is absolutely 
necessary, steps can be taken to minimize its impact.  
A Web search for "reduce impact outdoor lighting" 
will produce numerous suggestions.

Ken Burton
Arcata

V o l u n t e e r  
S p o t l i g h t

L e t t e r s  t o 
E c o N e w s

Photo Source: Pixabay, Pexels.com Creative Commons.

S t a f f  
S p o t l i g h t

Amber Jamieson’s title is Communications and 
Development Director, but she is really the swiss army 
knife of EPIC, with a multipronged role as a conservation 
advocate, and development and communications director. 
She advocates for communities, wildlife and wild places 
by reviewing projects, commenting on environmental 
documents, conducting site visits to assess project areas, 
and developing outreach and communication strategies 
to bring justice to the wild.

“Amber is the glue that holds EPIC together and 
a delight to have as a co-worker and friend,” said Tom 
Wheeler, Executive Director at EPIC. 

Amber also has a background in non-profit 
administration, event planning, community organizing, 
and outreach and has years of experience monitoring public 
forestlands using mapping technology to successfully stop 
illegal logging projects, which has protected endangered 
species, water quality and salmon habitat.

“It is important that the public understands how to 
protect the environment by participating in the democratic 
planning process. It is my job to raise awareness of 
environmental concerns we are faced with and encourage 
people to take action,” said Amber.

� rough previous work with public agencies and 
private planning � rms, she has worked on and applied many 
environmental, economic and community planning policies 
throughout the region.  Her love for the environment has 
evolved into a lifelong commitment to defend wild places 
facing the threats of modern development. In addition to 
monitoring public lands and developing comments on 
projects, Amber also manages donor relations, fundraising 
events, grant writing, communications, graphic design, 
newsletter production and community organizing to 
further the organization’s causes.

Amber Jamieson marking trees in the Watercourse Protection Zone

Brittany KleinschnitzAmber Jamieson
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Dear EcoNews,
On a recent, exceptionally clear day, I was 

driving from Eureka to Arcata and looked up into 
the hills to see what appeared to be numerous 
clear-cuts. I have de� nitely been noticing more 
logging trucks barreling through town and was 
wondering 1) is there more logging going on 
right now or am I just noticing it more? And 2) 
how can we track and monitor the logging that 
is happening on private lands? I know that there 
are processes and laws in place to protect our 
public lands, but what about the lands held by 
private timber companies like Green Diamond 
or Humboldt Redwoods Company?

� anks,
A concerned tree-lover

Dear EcoNews
Here’s a selection of some 
recent EcoNews Reports:

How to Become a 
Community Scientist with 
iNaturalist
August 16, 2020 – Michelle Kunst 
of the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust 
talks about the Snapshot Hum 
Coast BioBlitz 2020 project and 
how you can use the iNaturalist 
app to gather observations for 
this “bioblitz” community science 
e� ort.

ROUND-UP SHOW! Billboards, Birdwatching 
and the Trump Administration’s Attack on 
Federal Environmental Laws
August 8, 2020 –  This week’s show is a lightning round on 
various environmental developments around the region 
and the world: New developments on Eel River dam 
removal, the NEC’s “Trashathon,” socially distanced ways 
to experience nature in groups, billboards and more!

What Will the Next Plan for the Northwest’s 
Forests Look Like?
August 1, 2020 –  The Northwest Forest Plan guides 
the management of federally owned forest lands in 
Washington, Oregon and Northern California. A lot has 
changed in the last 26 years, but the plan has mostly 
remained static. Until now! 

A State of the Klamath Update: A Spirited 
Discussion on What That Big Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission Decision Means
July 25, 2020 –  S. Craig Tucker, consultant to the Karuk 
Tribe, and Mike Belchik, senior water policy analyst with 
the Yurok Tribe, joins Scott Greacen (Friends of the Eel) 
and Tom Wheeler (EPIC) for a spirited discussion on the 
new news about the state of dam removal.

A Proposed New Central Valley Dam Could Have 
Big Impacts on the Trinity River
July 18, 2020 –  The Green Gang checks in with Tom 
Stokely, salmon water policy advocate at Save California 
Salmon, to talk about the Sites Reservoir — a big new 
dam and reservoir proposed near Colusa. 

Treesits and Forest Defense in 2020
July 11, 2020 –  Hear from Redwood Forest Defense, a 
group conducting treesits on Green Diamond Land.

The EcoNews Report Report

KHUM104.3 
Sat @ 10am

Thanks to KHUM & Lost Coast Outpost!

Hi Tree Lover,

Although it is hard to tell, we here at EPIC 
have not seen a noticeable uptick in logging and 
logging along the North Coast has been relatively 
consistent in the past decade, according to data 
from the California Department of Tax and Fee 
Administration. � at said, your local area may 
be seeing an increase in logging. Some timber 
companies will focus their e� orts on smaller portions 
of their ownership, as they will typically need to 
sink money into road upgrades before they can log. 
Green Diamond, for example, seems to be upping 
the cut from their Klamath holdings.

We think that it is great that you want to start 
reviewing local timber harvesting. We encourage 
people to adopt a watershed and comment on 
Timber Harvest Plans (THPs) in that watershed. 
You can � nd THPs and other documents at the 
CalTREES website: https://caltreesplans.resources.
ca.gov/caltrees/. You can search for THPs in your 
area, either by using the Township and Range Survey 
System or the Hydrologic Unit Area. You can even 
sign up to get noti� ed whenever a THP is � led in 
your area! � e website isn’t entirely intuitive, so 
we recommend that you skim the CalTREES User 
Guide � rst. 

Next, get to reviewing! Sections II and IV of 
a THP are the most useful to identify potential 
issues, if you are time-limited. Look for answers 
to basic questions, like: Is the THP in an area with 
endangered species? If so, what is being done 
to mitigate impacts? Are there unstable slopes? 
Will new roads need to be punched in? Do you 
know of other projects nearby that might also 
a� ect the environment? Once you have digested 
and ruminated on the THP, put together your 
comments and shoot them over to CALFIRE. 
(� e THP � le will have information about the 
earliest date comments may be due and who to 
send them to.) E� ective comments will point out 
logical inconsistencies, missing or abused science, 
or other considerations that may not have made 
it into the analysis.

� e more THPs you read, the more you will 
understand, with the added bene� t of getting to 
know your watershed more intimately. 

Hope this helps,
Tom Wheeler,
Executive Director, 
Environmental Protection 
Information Center

Is It Recyclable?
Community Response to August EcoNews Poll:
Friends, 

I’m writing in response to your question “Is it 
recyclable?” referring to aseptic cartons on p. 4 of the 
August 2020 issue of the Econews.

� e short answer is “no.”  At least, not locally. But 
there are other areas in the country, if not the state, where 
such packaging is recyclable.  For a list of those which 
accept clean and empty cartons by mail, see https://www.
recyclecartons.com

You can � t over 70 � attened one quart cartons into 
a box about the size of a case of beer.  Postage should be 
about $20.  And in addition to keeping this stu�  out of the 
land� ll, you’d be helping to keep the postal service alive!

You can also sign the petition 
at recyclecartons.com to encourage 
nationwide carton recycling.

-Vincent Peloso

Editor's Note: � is kind of package 
is known to recycling experts as DTR, 
di�  cult to recycle. Many DTR cartons 
and containers say they are "recyclable" 
because the companies accept them to 
be mailed back. We don't know if all 
or part of the materials in the package 
are truly used to produce another 
product.  If they can't clearly explain the 
remanufacturing process and what the 
recycled product is, authentic recycling 
is questionable. DTR design has long 
been discouraged by environmentalists, 
and pending legislation addresses it 
as a problem.
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Press release from the Hoopa Valley Tribe

On August 13, the Hoopa Valley Tribe asked a 
federal court to block the United States Department of 
Interior from signing permanent water delivery contracts 
with agribusiness interests in California’s Central Valley. 
Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation dams and diverts water 
out of the Trinity River basin to contractors’ land 400 
miles from the Hupa people’s homeland.  

Tribal Chairman Byron Nelson, Jr., explained why 
the Tribe � led the lawsuit. “� e Hupa people have a 
long history of � ghting to protect the Trinity River, its 
resources and especially our salmon. Our people depend 
on Trinity River salmon now as we have for countless 
generations. � ese contracts evade the federal government’s 
responsibility to maintain Trinity River � shery resources 
that the United States holds in trust for our Tribe. Salmon 
runs are not just important for our Tribe, but also for 
other Native peoples of the Klamath-Trinity Basin and 
non-tribal � sheries .”

Tribal Attorney � omas Schlosser said of the lawsuit, 
“� e law is clear; no Trinity water can be sent to the Central 
Valley at the expense of the Tribe’s � shery. Decades of 
mismanagement and misdealing have devastated the 
� shery and enriched water contractors in the process.”

Hoopa Valley 
Tribe Lawsuit

Caroline Gri�  th, 
EcoNews Journalist

On July 16, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) issued a long-awaited judgement 
on the transfer of ownership of four dams on the lower 
Klamath River from Paci� Corp to the Klamath River 
Renewal Corporation (KRRC) for the purpose of 
removal. FERC approved partial transfer of ownership 
under the condition that Paci� Corp (a subsidiary of 
Berkshire Hathaway) remain a co-licensee. � ough this 
approval still provides a path to dam removal, it leaves 
Paci� Corp in a position to potentially back out of the 
deal and opt to apply for full relicensing to operate the 
hydroelectric dams. � e cost of relicensing the dams, 
and updating them to mitigate impacts to migratory � sh, 
would outweigh the cost of removing them. Local tribes 
and conservationists have been pressing Paci� Corp to 
remove the dams for more than a decade. 

Under a 2016 negotiated agreement, Paci� Corp had 
agreed to transfer ownership to KRRC, a non-pro� t 
that had been formed speci� cally to manage the dam 
removal. Paci� Corp was concerned about the � nancial 
liability of dam removal and the possibility of passing that 
on to ratepayers. Removing the four dams is expected 
to cost about $450 million. Paci� Corp has agreed to 

Another Hiccup in Klamath Dam Removal

pay $200 million, and the project will get $250 million 
from a 2014 California water bond. � at agreement 
was based on the license being fully transferred and 
the utility shielded from liability. 

� ough dam removal proponents say this decision 
still provides a path forward, PacifiCorp issued a 
statement after the ruling saying it was reviewing the 
decision, but that it had "been clear about the bedrock 
principles of ensuring customer protections" in the 
dam removal process — including full transfer of the 
license. � is statement has left many concerned about 
the fate of the project. 

The Karuk Tribe, Yurok Tribe, Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations and conservation 
groups American Rivers, California Trout, Klamath 
Riverkeeper, Trout Unlimited, Save California Salmon and 
Sustainable Northwest issued the following statement:

 “With every year that passes, Klamath River salmon 
edge closer to extinction. While we are grati� ed that 
Paci� Corp remains willing to talk, we can’t a� ord 
any more delays in this process. It’s time for Warren 
Bu� ett’s Paci� Corp to do the right thing and allow this 
dam removal agreement to move forward. 

 “It’s not only the right thing to do, it’s in the 
financial interests of PacifiCorp’s ratepayers and 
Berkshire Hathaway’s shareholders. � e agreement 

o� ers Paci� Corp unprecedented liability protections 
and $250 million in public funding. Walking away 
from the agreement will put Paci� Corp ratepayers on 
the hook for all the risks and liabilities associated with 
� sh kills, toxic algae blooms, lawsuits, and violations of 
Tribal rights. We urge Warren Bu� et and Paci� Corp 
to end the delays and move the dam removal process 
forward immediately.”

 Congressman Jared Hu� man, chairman of the 
Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water, Oceans 
and Wildlife, held a Congressional forum August 19 to 
address Klamath dam removal and pressed Paci� Corp 
representatives to say whether they would recommit to 
the removal process, and when. Scott Bolton, Paci� Corp's 
senior vice president for external a� airs, said they 
still see removal as a potential outcome, but they are 
concerned about passing liability onto ratepayers. To 
that, Hu� man replied, “Everyone I talk to says there is 
no exposure," he said. "You are not powerless to protect 
your ratepayers. Your ratepayers will be just � ne."

 Klamath River tribes and conservation groups remain 
committed to removal and are asking supporters to call 
or email Warren Bu� ett at berkshire@berkshirehathaway.
com and (402) 346-1400. � ere is also a petition at 
change.org/Bu� ettDamsKill.

Aerial image of Copco No. 1 Dam  Photo Credit: Michael Wier, CalTrout.
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Joaquin, Sacramento, Scott, Klamath, Eel and 
Shasta Rivers 

• Advocating for Pesticide and Salt management 
and total maximum daily loads (TMDLs) in the 
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers 

• Tracking agricultural waivers and issuance of 
Waste Discharge Requirements for polluters in 
the San Joaquin, Sacramento, Klamath, Scott, 
Lost, and Shasta Rivers 

• Advocating for Eel River, Klamath River and Snake 
River dam removal 

• Opposing the Coos Bay-Klamath FERC LNG 
pipeline 

• Fighting the Delta Tunnels 
• Opposing new and enlarged dams in California 
• Supporting Fish passage at dams in California 
• Opposing Fin Fish Aquaculture (� sh farms) and 

GE salmon in California 
• Advocating for Klamath restoration and TMDL 

obtainment, including changing the way Oregon 
regulates agriculture

• Advocating for water management and policy 
reform in California so that all Californians have 
access to clean drinking water and clean rivers 

• Advocating for real climate change solutions in 
California and for ending oil and gas development 
in the state

For more information about the work that Regina 
does, please visit californiasalmon.org.

and then at Berkshire Hathaway shareholders’ meetings 
in Oklahoma in 2007 and 2008.  Additionally, she is 
a co-founder of Klamath Riverkeepers, and directed 
the organization for its initial two years of operation. 
During this time Regina was a key organizer in the 
campaign to remove the dams beleaguering the Klamath’s 
anadromous � sh.

 When Regina worked as Communications 
Coordinator for the Hoopa Valley Tribe, she played a 
key role in articulating the Tribe’s policies on Klamath 
and Trinity River salmon restoration. She also helped 
handle communications for the Tribal Council, and 
helped to organize logistics for the Tribal Salmon 
for Elders Program and the Tribal River and Rights 
Committee. During this time she also helped Tribal 
members to organize hundreds of people to attend 
Water Board and Bureau of Reclamation meetings 
regarding the Klamath dams and Trinity River � ows.

 In 2013 and 2014 Regina helped to organize 
demonstrations to prevent Lower Klamath River � sh 
kills in Redding and Fresno, California when her son, 
Malcolm, was just a baby. She fundraised for the Klamath/
California Kitchen at Standing Rock and has been an 
active legal supporter of restoring the Winnemem Wintu’s 
ceremonies at Shasta Lake for many years, including 
their annual Run4Salmon. She actively supports Tribal 
e� orts to � ght the Delta Tunnel, Sites Reservoir, and 
Shasta Dam raise, and to bring the salmon home to Pit 
River, Klamath, and Winnemem lands.  

 In addition to her work with local Tribal water 
rights activists, Regina works hard as a homesteader 
while raising her 6-year old son, Malcolm, as a single 
mother.  Malcolm often speaks out with Regina at 
various hearings, such as those of the California State 
Water Resources Control Board on Bay-Delta � ows, and 
hearings to take out the Klamath Dams and stop the 
Shasta Dam raise. Malcolm and Regina have attended at 
least a dozen demonstrations since his birth, including 
marching in the Women’s March and against the Paci� c 
Connector Gas Pipeline.

 Regina will always say that her work is collaborative 
and couldn’t be done without the support from all 
the organizations she is a�  liated with. However, it is 
clear that she is a person who is capable of e� ectuating 
change at multiple levels. Her current volunteer and 
activists e� orts are (to say the least) extensive, and 
include the following:

• Advocating for the diversification of the 
environmental movement in California, and for 
the true inclusion of Native peoples in water and 
land related policy decisions and philanthropy

• Reforming California’s educational curriculum, 
especially in the � elds of science, history and 
social studies, and how resources are allocated 
to rural communities

• Supporting Tribal e� orts to � ght a proposed LNG 
pipeline from crossing the Klamath River 

• Promoting increased � shery � ows for the San 

Tom Stokely

Regina Chichizola has lived in the Klamath River 
watershed for the last twenty three years. She is a 
long-time advocate for clean water, tribal water rights, 
wild salmon, prescribed fire/Tribal burning, and 
environmental justice. Her outstanding environmental 
activism over this period of time in addition to her e� orts 
to diversify the environmental movement make her 
more than quali� ed for the Kin to the Earth nomination.

Regina started her work with the environmental 
justice movement as a teenager � ghting for sacred lands 
protection in the mid-Klamath and Medicine Lake, 
and in the Save the Redwoods and Yellowstone’s Wild 
Bu� alo protection movements. Because of the support 
and mentorship she received during her incorporation 
with these movements she is now a big supporter of 
youth and Native-led activism.   

While Regina has had some paid jobs along the way, 
a signi� cant amount of her time has been dedicated to 
volunteer activities on behalf of California’s aquatic and 
forested ecosystems and the people who depend on them. 
One of the projects Regina started was the California 
Forest Program for the Klamath/Siskiyou Wildlands 
Center. � is program helped shift the management of 
Northwestern California’s national forests from logging 
of old-growth trees to community and Tribal-led fuels 
reduction and restoration e� orts. 

After the Klamath River Fish Kill of 2002, Regina 
incorporated water policy reform and salmon restoration 
into her work and has been focused on supporting 
the Tribes of the Klamath-Trinity basin and Upper 
Sacramento River. She was one of the original members 
of the volunteer e� ort that fought for Klamath Dam 
removal.  She helped organize the protests at Warren 
Bu� et’s Paci� Corp’s headquarters in Portland, Oregon, 

Kin to the Earth: Regina Chichizola

Regina and son, Malcolm, speaking out in support of water 
protection. Photo by Dan Bacher

Regina and Malcolm, activist in training.
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Casey Cruikshank, 
C o a s t a l  P r o g r a m s  C o o r d i n a t o r

 
A few months ago when we all started 

working from home, I wasn’t sure what it 
would mean for Coastal Programs. As an event 
and volunteer coordinator, there were a lot of 
variables in the air. However, as the months go 
by I have been incredibly pleased not only by 
the wonderfully new and creative ideas coming 
from NEC sta�  but also by the volunteers’ 
ability to tackle projects. I’m starting to see a 
new life and energy behind Coastal Programs. 

I believe this energy is coming from our 
new data collection strategies. Data collection 
gives volunteers an added purpose behind 
their debris removal. It opens the door for 
analysis of their hard collected data which 
then leads us closer to solutions. � ere are 
three Coastal Programs volunteers that I would 
like to highlight as exemplary leaders in debris 
removal and data collection.

Jason Slyter is an Adopt-A-Block volunteer 
who spends hours every month watching 
over Old Town Eureka. He is steady with his 
data collection and is always sure to report 
any waste patterns that he � nds to the NEC. 
Over the last eight months he has removed over 300 
pounds of trash from Old Town Eureka. � ank you 
for your hard work Jason!

Another volunteer that I would like to thank is 
Robin Hamlin. She is the leader of the Adopt-A-Beach 
group called Clam Beach Combers. She has seamlessly 
adopted the new NOAA Marine Debris Tracker app 
and has quickly become one of our top trackers. Over 
the last few months the Clam Beach Combers have 
removed and reported over eight thousand pieces of 
trash. � ank you to the Clam Beach Combers!

Coastal Programs Success Stories

Casey's Community Coastal ColumnCasey's Community Coastal Column

 Last but certainly not least is Kim Tays. Kim has 
been watching over the Humboldt Coast for years 
and has knowledge and experience that she has kindly 
shared with me during my time as the Coastal Programs 
Coordinator. On top of being a friend and wonderful 
coastal advocate, Kim has become someone that I 
can call on to help tackle large debris on our beaches. 
� ank you for your hard work and dedication, Kim!

A few weeks ago Robin was enjoying a walk on 
Clam Beach when she came across a jet 
ski brought in with the tide. She sent me 
a photo and let me know that she had 
followed Adopt-A-Beach protocol and 
reported the debris to Humboldt County 
Parks Maintenance. Within a few hours 
she got back to me saying that the county 
had contacted the owner and gotten the 
machine o�  the beach before the tide came 
in. Without the watchful eye and quick 
action from Robin, the jet ski would have 
become an environmental nightmare.

A little while later Robin reported a 
large rope washed up on Little River State 
Beach. It was too large for her to carry alone 
so she immediately reported it, seeking 
help. I grabbed my keys and ran out the 
door with my partner, Bryon, to see what 
we could do. We walked right to the GPS 
location that Robin gave us and began the 
process of hauling the mooring line out Casey Cruikshank and partner, Bryon Duty, hauling washed up mooring line out of 

reach of high tide on Little River State Beach.

of the reach of high tide. � e line was so heavy 
that we quickly exhausted ourselves and had 
to leave it above the high tide line to � nish the 
removal on another day. We planned to return 
within a few days, however within that time I 
injured my ankle and was unable to walk. 

� at’s where Kim comes into the picture. 
Kim was already aware that the project was 
happening and quickly volunteered herself and 
her supportive partner, Stan, to step in and 
� nish the project. With relief and gratitude I 
watched emails come in over the course of two 
days with photos of the hard work they were 
doing to get the giant line o�  the beach. � e 
� rst day they brought a tarp out, cut the rope 
into three large pieces and dragged it a little 
closer to the nearest parking lot at Moonstone 
Beach. � e next day they returned and hauled 
the rest of the rope across Little River. Along 
they way they caught the attention of James, 
a valiant beach goer who jumped in to help 
them pull the rope up the steep incline into 
the parking lot. Kim and Stan later delivered 
the rope to me to be used for an art project 
that is in the works. 

Without the e� orts of all the volunteers 
involved, that rope could have easily returned back 

to the ocean to continue being a large entanglement risk 
to marine mammals. Being involved in and facilitating 
e� orts like these make my job feel like the best job in 
the world. Every single step of the process was just 
as important as the other to get this debris removed 
from the beach. Examples of collective community 
action such as this, especially during such a strange 
time, gives me hope for what the future has to o� er.

Washed up jet ski on Clam Beach. 
Photo credit: Adopt-A-Beach Volunteer, Robin Hamlin.

Volunteer Stan Binnie assisting with the washed up mooring line removal at 
Little River State Beach. Photo credit: Kim Tays.
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Maggie Gainer, 
Zero Waste HumboldtVice President

As Humboldt County’s Prosperity Network of 
government, private, and nonpro� t economic development 
agencies begin working together to rebuild Humboldt 
County’s economy damaged by the coronavirus, now is 
the ideal time to integrate the bene� ts of the Circular 
Economy.  Previously referred to as Total Loop Recycling 
and local recycling market development, it has become 
popularized in recent years by Ellen MacArthur as the 
Circular Economy. 

More comprehensive than recyclable materials 
collection, sustainable materials management and the 
Circular Economy build economic, natural, and social 
capital. � e Ellen MacArthur Foundation presents its 
three foundation principles:

1. Design out waste and pollution
2. Keep products and materials in use within your 

regional economy
3. Regenerate natural systems

� e Circular Economy

In the early 1990’s, California led the nation in 
legislation that funded Recycling Market Development 
Zones. Since the economic crash of 2008, these RMDZones 
in Humboldt and around the state have been defunded.  
Creating local end-uses for recyclable/reusable materials 
by integrating materials into manufacturing products or 
use as export packaging was once identi� ed as a priority 
in the Humboldt Prosperity Economic Strategy. It is no 
longer considered.

What does � e Circular Economy look like in the 
Redwood Coast’s regional economy? Here are just a few 
examples:

Many of Humboldt’s larger and/or mature businesses 
have helped start-ups with their discarded equipment, 
by-products, scraps, and packaging for special niche 
products.
Beth Kabat and her business, � imbleberry � reads 
began in 1981 when she noticed large quantities of 
� ber� ll in Moonstone Mountaineering’s dumpster. She 
quickly began producing and selling pillows with her 
signature designs stu� ed with the discarded � ber� ll. As 
she travels to fairs and festivals from San Francisco to 
Seattle, she sleuths the secondhand and thrift stores for 
fabric materials. For example, quantities of duvet covers 
and T Shirts with production defects. She’s produced 
thousands of pillows and her popular zip-bags. During 
the pandemic, Beth has sewn 1113 masks to-date.
Artist Jenifer Sherman-Ruppe began designing and 
producing a variety of jewelry in 2018 with small #5 resin 
plastic bottles. Her business, Plastic Uniquely Recycled 
(PUR) is supplied by Satori Wellness with gold containers 
returned by customers; Cloney’s Pharmacy’s discarded 
prescription bottles; Green’s Pharmacy’s discarded green 
bottles; and the HSU Health Center’s discarded purple 

bottles. As with all manufacturers, she must rely on a 
clean supply with caps and labels removed.  Ten percent 
of her best-selling on-line item is contributed to support 
Zero Waste Humboldt’s work.

Several regions around the U.S. have breweries 
and wineries that successfully operate with returnable, 
re� llable systems so that the bottles never leave the area, 
are returned, sterilized, and re� lled. Much better than 
recycling, this system for local reuse within the region 
has a measurably smaller carbon footprint than recycling. 
ZWH is researching this potential with the assistance of 
HSU faculty and their students. � is would expand the 
returnable growler system used by It’s Alive Kombucha, 
Redwood Curtain Brewery, and Bittersweet, just to name 
a few examples.
J&T’s Molded Plastic Enterprises in Redway has for 
many years produced plant pots and a variety of other 
plastic products with recycled plastics through injection 
molded and blow molded processes.
Recently closed, Fire & Light is still an excellent example 
of using local recyclable material to produce a high 
value-added product. Started in 1995 and operated for 
25 years, Fire & Light made beautiful tableware from 
clear recycled glass bottles and jars.
Much of Zero Waste Humboldt’s research has been to 
assist businesses to integrate proactive waste prevention 
strategies and discarded materials into their business 
operations. Collection of recyclable materials without 
developing local markets does not complete the Circular 
Economy nor reap the economic and environmental 
bene� ts for a recycling system. To learn more, contact 
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com . We have a lot of 
work to do.

Volunteer Stan Binnie hauling pieces of washed up mooring 
line across Little River to the Moonstone Beach parking lot.

Adopt-A-Beach volunteer, Kim Tays, hauling pieces of 
mooring line at Moonstone Beach.

Volunteer Stan Binnie and valiant beach-goer, James, after 
hauling mooring line up a steep hill at 

Moonstone Beach parking lot.



September 2020    EcoNewswww.yournec.org9

9

Meeting Announcement 
Share your ideas on Klamath River restoration, Humboldt Bay 
port development or any other topic by joining the North 
Group’s monthly video meetings. For meeting access directions 
contact Gregg Gold at greggjgold@aol.com or 707-826-3740. 

Felice Pace, North Group Water Chairperson

Fixing the Klamath -- by which I mean not just 
the survival of Klamath Salmon but the return of the 
river’s aquatic ecosystems to a state of health adequate 
to support vibrant river communities, abundant salmon 
runs and healthy tribal economies, requires three 
major changes: dealing with dams, adequate � ows and 
restoration of the water quality needed to sustain healthy 
river ecosystems. � ese three restoration requisites 
are like the three legs of a stool: all must be in place 
in order for the stool to function as intended. If one 
leg is weak or gives way, the restoration enterprise 
will not succeed. 

All three restoration requisites are contested and 
in doubt. Below I provide an update on each of them. 
Dam Removal Hits a Snag...or Does It? 

Recently the ECONEWS Report aired excellent 
segments on Klamath River issues: one on Klamath 
� ows and the second about pending removal of four of 
� ve Klamath River Dams operated by Paci� Corp, the 
energy company owned by Warren Bu� et’s Berkshire-
Hathaway. 

� e dam report focused on a recent decision by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
which will keep Paci� Corp involved in the process of 
dam removal. When it negotiated the KHSA dam deal 
with tribes and � shing groups, the company sought to 
shield its owners from liability for removing four of 
its � ve Klamath River Dams. But FERC would not go 
along, stating that it is in the public interest to keep 
the owners involved in case unforeseen problems and 
costs arise during dam removal. 

� e FERC move is wise; tribes and � shing groups 
should never have agreed to allow the company to 
escape liability for cost overruns and unforeseen 
problems which may arise during dam removal. And 
while Paci� Corp executives howled disapproval, they 
will remain in the deal because otherwise Paci� Corp 
and its shareholders would have to remove the dams 
themselves. 

� ere is a � fth Paci� Corp Klamath River dam, Keno, 
which the company plans to transfer to the US Bureau 
of Reclamation. Keno’s reservoir has the worst water 
quality in the Klamath River Basin. For restoration of 

Fixing the Klamath: Restoration’s � ree Essential Requisites

Klamath Salmon to succeed, the water which � ows 
from Keno Dam into California must be cleaned 
up. Future proceedings for transfer should commit 
Reclamation to marsh restoration on the margins of 
Keno Reservoir and to reducing agricultural pollution 
throughout the federal Klamath Irrigation Project. 
Trump Signals Flow Shenanigans 

Trump’s Interior Department recently announced 
that they will spend $1.2 million on a “new science 
initiative” for the Klamath River Basin. New studies 
will look at Klamath River � ows for � sh and Upper 
Klamath Lake requirements for endangered Shortnose 
and Lost River sucker � sh. 

Federal irrigators lobbied for the studies. Klamath 
� ows to reduce salmon disease levels in Klamath River 
and Upper Klamath Lake requirements for endangered 
Lost River and Shortnose sucker � sh currently limit 
the amount of water that Reclamation can deliver 
to federal irrigators. Having lost a lawsuit seeking 
primacy of irrigation water rights over endangered 
species requirements, federal irrigators now seek 
“science” that can be used to reduce the amount of 
water devoted to salmon and suckers, as well as to 
meeting tribal treaty and reserved water rights. In 
other words, wealthy federal irrigators expect Trump 
“science” will support their interests over all others. 

Federal irrigators should be more careful about 
what they seek. If we get a new administration in 
January 2021, the new science may not meet their 
expectations, a result that has played out before in 
the Klamath River Basin. 

To summarize: Klamath River � ows for � sh and 
to meet tribal rights continue to be inadequate and 
under attack. Flows in the Shasta and Scott Rivers, 
reported on in previous editions, are also inadequate. 

New Hope for Klamath Water Quality
Water � owing from the Upper Klamath Basin 

does not meet water quality standards established 
to protect salmon and other bene� cial uses of water. 
� e same is true for the Scott and Shasta Sub-basins. 
� e main cause is agricultural pollution. And while 
plans to � x Klamath, Scott and Shasta water quality 
were adopted more than a decade ago, water quality 
has not signi� cantly improved. Dam removal will help 
but will not end poor water quality. 

Why are we not making progress toward restoring 
the water quality needed to support the healthy aquatic 
ecosystems on which salmon depend? While dams and 
reservoirs play a role, the main culprit is the North 
Coast Water Board’s “stewardship” policy with respect 
to agricultural discharges. While clean-up plans for 
the Klamath, Shasta and Scott include the “progressive 
enforcement” needed to end agricultural pollution, the 
“stewardship” policy has short circuited enforcement. 
� at allows bad actors to continue polluting with 
impunity. As a result, water quality does not improve.

A similar failure by the State Water Board to 
regulate agricultural discharges in the Sacramento San 
Joaquin Delta was recently challenged by a coalition 
of � shing and environmental organizations. Reasons 
for the challenge parallel those on the Klamath and 
include “acceptance of water quality below minimum 
Clean Water Act standards.” � e lawsuit has been 
settled with the State Water Board agreeing “to ful� ll 
legal requirements it had previously ignored.” 

Progressive enforcement of pollution limits for all 
discharges is necessary in order to secure the crucial 
third Klamath’s restoration requisite. Time will tell if a 
lawsuit proves necessary to persuade the North Coast 
Water Board to implement progressive enforcement. 

The North Group will continue working to 
strengthen all three restoration requisites because 
that is the only path to restoring Klamath Salmon 
and the aquatic ecosystems on which salmon depend. 

Polluted agricultural wastewater is pumped onto Tule Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge. It is eventually discharged to Keno 

Reservoir on the Klamath River.

Dams, reservoirs and canals of the federal Klamath Irrigation 
Project. Keno Dam is at the upper left where Klamath River 

enters the Cascade Canyon .
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Tom Wheeler, Executive Director

Illegal “Crawford” Old-Growth Timber 
Sale Withdrawn

In the face of litigation brought by EPIC, the 
Klamath Forest Alliance and the Klamath-Siskiyou 
Wildlands Center, the Klamath National Forest has 
withdrawn its approval of a timber sale that threatened 
old-growth forests in the cold water tributaries of the 
Klamath River. � e “Crawford” timber sale would have 
removed large-diameter thick-barked old-growth 
trees that are resilient to � re, provide crucial wildlife 
habitat, and regulate stream� ow and temperature of 
mountain streams that are critical to the health of the 
Klamath River. EPIC � led suit in April in the Eastern 
District Court of California alleging that the timber 
sale violated the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the National Forest Management Act.

“It is time that the Forest Service work with 
communities and stakeholders to restore forests, protect 
homes and communities and safeguard watersheds,” 
said Tom Wheeler, Executive Director at EPIC. “� e 
Crawford timber sale could and should be changed 
to thin existing timber plantations while utilizing 
prescribed fire to restore these forests from past 
mismanagement.”

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center

� e Crawford Creek watersheds, located between 
the Siskiyou and Marble Mountain Wilderness Areas, 
are a stronghold of low elevation temperate rainforest. 
� e area provides vital habitat connectivity for wildlife 
and serves as a corridor for animals dependent on 
mature intact forests, like the paci� c � sher and northern 
goshawk. For species adapting to and surviving the 
climate and biodiversity crisis, these closed-canopy 
virgin forests provide much needed refuge.

“We are relieved to know that two of the only 
remaining reproductive northern spotted owl pairs on 
the Klamath National Forest will keep their habitat,” 
said Kimberly Baker, KFA’s Executive Director and 
EPIC’s Public Lands Advocate. “� is species is so close 
to extinction, protecting reproducing pairs must be a 
priority. And, in this day and age, ancient and mature 
forests should remain standing. � ey are our � rst line 
of defense in guarding against global warming.”

While the Forest Service has withdrawn its approval 
of the project, it is not immediately clear what will 
become of it. � e agency may attempt to cure the 
de� ciencies outlined in litigation and repackage the 
timber sale. However, the conservation community 
wants to see the Forest Service stick to non-controversial 
work that will help protect communities while respecting 
the old-growth watersheds of the Mid-Klamath basin.

Meriel Darzen and Oliver Stiefel of the Crag Law 
Center represented the conservation groups in their 
litigation.
EPIC Win For Mendocino National Forest 
at the Ninth Circuit

In a major victory, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals has sided with EPIC in a case impacting the 
Mendocino National Forest. � e court found that the 
Forest Service’s use of a “categorical exclusion” to avoid 
an environmental impact assessment for a timber sale 
following the 2018 Ranch Fire was likely a violation of 
the law and that EPIC should have been awarded an 
injunction by the lower court to stop logging.

In 2018, the Ranch Fire burnt a signi� cant portion of 
the Mendocino National Forest. In response, the Forest 
Service authorized a series of commercial timber sales 
near roads within the forest. To avoid environmental 
review required by NEPA, the Mendocino National 
Forest attempted to shove these timber sales under a 
“categorical exclusion” to the ordinary requirements to 
prepare a document. Although a categorical exclusion 
for post-� re timber operations existed, the Forest 

Service did not employ this exclusion because they 
would be limited in the total acreage they could log. 
Instead, the Forest Service employed a different, 
ill-� tting categorical exclusion that allowed for “[r]
epair and maintenance of road” including “[p]runing 
vegetation” to authorize these timber sales. 

EPIC challenged this project and sought an 
injunction to ongoing timber operations. � e Northern 
District of California denied EPIC’s injunction and 
we appealed (with an oral argument by Zoom and 
livestreamed to Youtube) to the Ninth Circuit. 
Ultimately, the Ninth Circuit sided with EPIC, with 
a 2-1 decision � nding that EPIC should have been 
awarded its injunction. � e Court ultimately found that 
“Under no reasonable interpretation of its language 
does the Project come within the [categorical exclusion] 
for ‘repair and maintenance’ of roads.” 

With simple math, the Ninth Circuit exposed 
the pretextual nature of the Forest Service’s use of 
the categorical exclusion. In many areas, the court 
noted, the average tree height was only 100 feet, yet 
the National Forest established a one-size-� ts-all 
prescription allowing for the logging up to 200 feet 
on either side of the road, and thus the project would 
allow targeting trees that posed no risk to road users.

This ruling has big implications for our 
National Forests moving forward. Under the Trump 
Administration, EPIC has seen a widespread abuse of 
the rejected faulty logic to log without environmental 
review or public participation.

What’s next? � e case is remanded back to the 
Northern District Court for further proceedings 
consistent with the Ninth Circuit’s decision. We will 
update you when we know more.

Post-� re logging on the Mendocino National Forest completed 
before EPIC’s win at the Ninth Circuit. Post-� re logging is one 
of the impactful forms of logging. Photo by Kimberly Baker.

The old-growth of the Klamath-Siskiyou is safe from logging 
thanks to EPIC. Photo by Kimberly Baker.

Two Big Wins for Our Public Lands!
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From a letter submitted to North Coast 
Water Board and Forest Service O�  cials

You are receiving this notice of complaint because 
you are either responsible for signing o�  on all Red 
Fire suppression actions (Supervisor McArthur and 
Ranger Colegrove) or you are responsible for making 
sure Forest Service managers comply with the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) on national forest land in the North 
Coast Region of California (Matt St. John, et al). � is 
complaint will be formally � led tomorrow via the Cal 
EPA on-line complaint form and with the Regional 
Forester. � is is your early notice in hopes you will 
take actions which render the complaint moot.

 � e CWA is implemented on national forest lands 
in the North Coast Region via a Waiver of WDRs 
adopted by the North Coast Water Board: https://
www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/board_decisions/
adopted_orders/pdf/2015/15_0021_Waiver_USFS.pdf

 � e Waiver includes provision 7: "All activities 
undertaken by the USFS shall comply with the USFS 
Guidance and the USFS BMP Manual for water quality 
protection."

 � is commits the Forest Service to implement 
FS-adopted national core Best Management Practices. 
� e manual describing those FS adopted BMPs is at 
this link: https://www.fs.fed.us/biology/resources/pubs/
watershed/FS_National_Core_BMPs_April2012.pdf

 � e Manual Includes BMPs for "Wildland Fire 
Control & Suppression" on pages 57 & 58. Mandated Best 
Practices for Wildland Fire Control & Suppression include:

• Use Minimum Impact Suppression Tactics 
(MIST) during wildland fire control and 
suppression activities when and where practicable 
considering the appropriate management 
response and land management plan direction. 

FS burnout in the Little North Fork Salmon watershed

Keep Bulldozers Out of the Wilderness: 
An Open Letter

• Construct firelines to the minimum size 
and standard necessary to contain the 
fire and meet overall resource objectives.

� e current � re behavior and weather conditions 
makes it eminently feasible to employ MIST and yet 
you decided not to use it and instead to put bulldozers 
into wilderness. I believe that violates the spirit and 
the letter of the BMP. You've unnecessarily created a 
new and erodible scar on wilderness lands that will 
degrade water quality more than if you had used MIST 
in constructing those lines.

 You have also decided not just to burnout to 
� relines as is normal but also to conduct very large 
aerial ignition burnouts between the wild� re and 
the already � re-prepared control lines. I believe that 
violates both the spirit and the letter of the BMPs 
cited above because it results in watershed impacts, 
including removal of streamside shade which raises 
the water temperature. � ese burnouts also accelerate 
sediment delivery to streams, which is avoidable.

 � ose impacts are unnecessary and avoidable as 
is the amount of health-destroying smoke those extra, 
unneeded burnouts in� ict on the people of this area.

 It is next to certain based on past experience that 
water quality impacts from those planned, unneeded 
burnouts will be greater than if the natural � re burns 
those areas. � at is the case because FS � re� ghters 
intentionally and routinely plan to burn areas hot. 
Furthermore, the natural wild� re may never reach 
those areas in any case.

 Data and analysis 
o f  f i re s  and  f i re 
suppression in the 
Klamath Mountains 
by the Klamath Forest 
Alliance con� rm that 
suppression � res in this 
region have burned 
at signi� cantly higher 
intensity as compared 
to natural wildfires. 
Th at  i s  a l s o  my 
personal observation 
having walked parts 
of and studied all the 
large fires in these 
mountains since 1987.

 Narrow windows 
for aerial ignition make 
burning at the wrong 
time of day on the 
wrong slopes more 
likely. I have already 

seen � re managers burn too many steep slopes at the 
wrong time of day and from the wrong locations. � e 
result is too often devastation as seen in the photos 
of a FS burnout in the Little North Fork Salmon 
watershed and Blue 2 Fire o�  the G-O Road. I've seen 
too many like these.

 FS managers, I am asking you to recognize that 
your suppression decisions on the Red Fire to date have 
not minimized water quality, riparian and watershed 
impacts as required by the FS Wildland Fire Control 
& Suppression BMP and to change your strategy and 
tactics in order to minimize not just unnecessary 
impacts to water quality but also smoke health impacts.

 NCRWQCB Regulators, please recognize that this 
� re in this location at this time is eminently amenable 
to management via MIST in compliance with the 
applicable BMP and take action to encourage FS � re 
managers to comply with the spirit and the letter of 
the BMP.

 Our understanding of the role of � re in these 
forests has changed dramatically. Fire suppression 
strategy and tactics have not kept up. FS and CalFire 
are still employing the same strategies and tactics y'all 
did when the mission was to put out every � re by 10 
AM the next day. Isn't it high time to change strategies 
and tactics in light of our improved understanding for 
these forests? Isn't it the proper role of water board 
o�  cials to encourage those changes? 

Felice Pace, Water Chair 
North Group-Redwood Chapter-Sierra Club

Blue 2 Fire o�  the G-O Road. Photos provided by Felice Pace.



Heather Kenny is a Humboldt County native who grew 
up in Trinidad and earned a BS in Wildlife Biology from 
UC-Davis in 2014. She earned a Master’s degree in 
Biology from the College of William & Mary in August 
2020, where she studied Eastern Bluebird behavior. Her 
interest in birds developed when she started volunteering 
at the Klamath Bird Observatory and working as 
an avian ecology intern at the Archbold Biological 
Station in Florida. She is particularly interested in the 
behavioral variation between individual birds. Her 
research has focused mainly on understanding how 
variation in behaviors like aggression and boldness 
influence individual fitness and population success 
under different environmental conditions. Heather is 
currently pursuing a PhD at the University of Colorado 
in Boulder. 

In her research, she found that female aggression 
levels influenced whether bluebirds settled in noisy or 
quiet breeding sites and partly determined the effect of 
traffic noise on parental care of nestlings. It is important 
for biologists and wildlife managers to understand the 
variety of ways that individual birds respond to human-
caused stressors like noise pollution because it provides 
insight into how populations might evolve in response 
to them. It also allows folks to tailor more effective 
management and conservation strategies.

In This Issue:  • Prey-go-neesh  • Birding Beginnings Part II  • Driving While Birding

Above Top: Experimental speaker assemblies used to play traffic 
sounds. Above: Setting up a pair of mist nets around a bluebird nest 
box. The male was lured into the nets using a foam decoy painted like 
another male bluebird and a recording played of the bluebird song.

Above: Carved Lakota flute, handed down from my grandfather, Ben Worn Out Horn, Lakota, from the Cheyenne 
River Reservation in South Dakota. It passed to his daughter and on to her nephew, my eldest brother, Ben W 
Sherman, who took the photo. It is two pieces of what we think are pine, so our grandfather may have used 
some scrap lumber he had lying around. There is a duck over the sound hole that I carved because the original 
noisemaker piece went missing. Many flute makers use bears, buffalo, or eagles to cover the sound hole. Lakota 
flutes are mostly either Sandhill Cranes or they are just plain. Other forms are rare.

Early mornings at my computer, sipping coffee, window open, listening to others who are awake: the little hummingbird 
proclaiming the mallow by the back fence as his territory, he bushtits, juncos, and sparrows talking quietly in the ferns 
and red maple. Young crows fluttering and squawking for Mom to feed them. The old raven chuttering somewhere in 
the trees. They each tell their own stories that we might learn, if we would just listen.  And we should listen, because 
storytelling is history. Storytelling is culture. Storytelling is science.

I don’t remember Grandpa Ben’s face anymore. We have no pictures of him. But I remember his voice. His 
words surrounded us securely as if we were babies in cradleboards. They were sacred words, breath of life. I don’t 
remember Grandpa Ben’s face, but I remember the story times in his and Grandma Amy’s little log house. The wood 
stove hummed and crackled behind Grandpa Ben; his chair squeaked in time with each gesture. His eyes shone like 
obsidian in the lamplight; his skin glowed brown, gold, rich. We sat on a buffalo skin and I buried my fingers in its 
deep, soft fur. It smelled old, but not musty or dry. It smelled like a hundred times a hundred wood fires, soaked in the 
warm rustling of cottonwood logs, tangy with pinesap smoke.

Grandpa Ben’s stories were a total experience. They engaged all of our senses, wrapped us up in a complete 
package of sight, sound, smell, feel, history, and morality. But most important, they wrapped us in love. These are 
stories we remember because they came from a person who loved and respected us, and whom we loved and respected 
in turn. We will remember this experience for a long time. What better way to learn? It was much better than sitting 
in a large, bare room at a small desk, listening to a teacher none of us knew and few respected, telling us bare facts to 
which we must listen on pain of punishment. There is no love or comfort or family feeling in that. Education backed 
by fear is only temporary.

Orally transmitted cultures often are looked upon as something less than more-industrialized, more-academic 
cultures because they keep no written records, or very few. Critics assume facts will be lost or changed due to faulty 
memory – everything must be written in some fashion, then read back to a new generation of students. In this way, 
they feel, no detail will be missed or forgotten. This assumption proves critics have had no real experience with the 
collective memory of an oral culture.

Stories may change over time or place. But what does not change significantly is the Peoples’ need for or search 
for scientific knowledge. Facts concerning medicine and food gathering, for instance, always have been assiduously 
passed down through the generations. People knew that if they told the story wrong or forgot the words, it might 
endanger the well-being of the tribe. Many Native groups have retained a large portion of this knowledge, though 
many in the majority culture are unaware of it, and the small academic groups that may be aware of native science 
often look down on Indigenous cures and technology, calling them ineffective because they derive from “myth” and 
“superstition.” But Native science derives from as much intensive study as Euromerican science; the difference, as 
Vine Deloria, Greg Cajete, and others have pointed out, lies in the fact that very little indigenous knowledge results 
from invasive techniques. Too often, Euromerican scientific practices have caused physical, mental, spiritual, and 
political hardship for Indigenous Peoples.

Using invasive scientific tools may be useful in the short term for exploration or commercial gain, but in the end, 
foreign methods are useless to Native cultures, because they ignore the proven ability of Indigenous Peoples to exist 
successfully in this world. We place primary importance on our relationships with our communities, with the Earth, 
and with all of the Peoples (two and four-legged and winged), who live on the Earth.

The Story of Science                                                                  By Marlon D Sherman
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Please note: All our Zoom presentations are available on our 
website. Please also stay tuned via www.rras.org as we carefully 
consider the future of our in-person free guided birding tours and trips.

Virtual Program: September 11
At 7pm Heather Kenny will present her Master’s 

degree research in a Zoom program entitled:
“Female Bluebirds with High Aggression Are Better 

at Coping with Noise Pollution.”



President’s Column             By Gail Kenny
I was on the RRAS board in 
1992 when I was pregnant with 
my daughter, Heather, who is 
presenting this month’s virtual 
program on Bluebirds. Back 
then, for rare bird alerts there 
was no Listserve, Birdbox, or 
eBird. All we had was a phone 
tree. In January, Brooks Allen 
called my house to report a  

Common Eider at Field’s Landing. My 
husband answered and told him I had just 
given birth to Heather. As he called the 
rest of the phone tree, he also announced 
Heather’s arrival. Several birders showed 
up at the hospital to welcome Heather. 
A month later, since the eider was still 
present, I went out looking and found it 
for a “lifer!” 

Left: Gail & Heather in January 1992.
Right: Common Eiders.

Thinking of Joining 
the National Audubon Society? 

If so, please use the coupon below. By sending in 
your membership on this form, rather than reply-
ing to solicitations from National Audubon, $20 is 
sent directly to our chapter. This is how National 
rewards local chapters for recruiting. (Otherwise, 
the share of membership dues that RRAS receives is 
only a couple of dollars.) Thanks!
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By Monte Merrick
Co-director of Humboldt Wildlife Care Center/Bird Ally X
Since 1987, when the last of the free-flying California Condors 
(Gymnogyps californianus) were trapped and brought into captivity in 
a dramatic attempt to save the population from extinction, people all over the 
world have watched closely as the number of these incredibly large vultures slowly i n c r e a s e d . 
Starting in 1987, with 27 birds held in captive breeding programs at zoos in Los Angeles and San Diego, 
a milestone was passed last September: the fledging of the thousandth condor hatched since then, in Zion National 
Park, Utah.

As many birders know, the California Condor, known as prey-go-neesh in the Yurok language, is the largest 
North American land bird that once had a range extending from coast to coast. By the time of European colonization 
of North America, the condor’s range was limited to the West Coast, and then further decimated as a result of that 
colonization. By the modern era, condors only existed in the southern part of California.

Now, in Humboldt County, due especially to the efforts of the Yurok Tribe, California Condors soon are to be 
a part of the Redwood Coast again, after a long time gone. I want to see condors in the sky here at home. I want 
to watch them flap-lessly bank on the onshore breeze, turn a wingtip, and soar. As a wildlife rehabilitator, I deeply 
appreciate restorative justice. Why else care for, say a raccoon, orphaned when her mother is hit by a car and doesn’t 
return to the den? She and her siblings aren’t just the victims of personal tragedy. They’ve been wronged – their 
natural contract violated by the machinery of a denaturalized human society. Their suffering is an injustice and care 
is an attempt to right those wrongs. 

It’s a complicated thing – raising an orphaned wild animal, replacing a missing parent, building an artifice to 
provide something akin to the wild education a young animal would receive from her/his parents or their own nature, 
and the things that are definitive of their species. Over the last 20 years I’ve had the privilege of being close to 
thousands of juvenile Brown Pelicans as a care provider when they’ve been caught in the mayhem of human society. 
Most young Brown Pelicans in care, at the most superficial level, need one thing: fish. For a starving juvenile, food 
fixes the immediate problem. But soon, when caring for these birds, you realize a bigger issue. 

By the early 1970s, when DDT and other pressures had reduced the California Brown Pelican population from 
the millions of birds present in 1850 to about 5000 breeding pairs, a body of knowledge, passed on from generation 
to generation for millennia, was irreparably interrupted. Brown Pelicans, like the condor, are long-lived birds, living 
at least 40 years. Think about how many 40-year-old pelicans there are today – birds who hatched around 1980, 
when numbers were at their lowest. Today’s pelican population is skewed heavily toward younger birds. It means 
that there is recovery from a path to extinction, but it doesn’t necessarily save their culture or their passed-down 
knowledge of the world and how to thrive in it. 

One thing we know for sure: young California Condors are 
increasing. Thanks to the Yurok Tribe, US Fish and 

Wildlife Service, the National Park Service, 
and many volunteers, we may soon see prey-
go-neesh above the bottomlands of the 
rivers and along the ridges of the mountains 

of the North Coast. But the world we 
are bringing this population back to 

has radically changed and the ancestral 
guidance from older members of the condor 
culture that brought stability and sustained 
success to the population is not what it was. 

In the release programs, older condors are being 
delegated as mentors to the younger ones – but it’s 

a brave new world for all of us now. Still, one thing we 
know for sure: being here now is the first thing necessary to 

being here later.
It’s going to be a very good day when condors are here now.

Condors over the Klamath River. Artwork by Gary Bloomfield.
To see more of Gary’s art, please visit:



Mother Nature Bats Last
Restoration of the Ocean Ranch Unit of

Eel River Wildlife Area
By Chet Ogan
 
In the 1850s Humboldt Bay was discovered by 
Europeans. Since then, 95% of California’s coastal salt 
marsh habitat has been removed. Which is why the fact 
that within the next few weeks, California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is expected to release a 
draft Environmental Impact Report for restoration of the 
Ocean Ranch Unit, is such a victory. Part of the 2,600-
acre CDFW-created Eel River Wildlife Area (ERWA), 
Ocean Ranch is an area located north of the mouth 
of the Eel River and northwest of the town of Loleta. 
With support from California Waterfowl Association 
and Ducks Unlimited, and using Wildlife Conservation 
Board funds, the Eel River Wildlife Area was created in 
1988. Most of it is comprised of former ranchlands that 
were created by draining wetlands. The Ocean Ranch 
Unit, which sits between the north end of Eel River spit 
north to Table Bluff, became one of the areas added to 
this Wildlife Area.

According to the Ocean Ranch Restoration Project, 
“Restoration activities proposed under the Project 
would occur within an 850-acre restoration area 
generally bound by the Pacific Ocean on the west, Table 
Bluff (uplands) on the north, McNulty Slough on the 
east, and North Bay Slough on the south.”

By the mid 1950s, ranchers in this area had built 
levees, and dikes, and installed tide gates to drain 
the wetlands and create pasture. However, heavy 
winter storms damaged the dikes and levees allowing 
shorebirds to re-colonize the area.

Redwood Region Audubon Society (RRAS) first 
became acutely aware of the importance of Ocean 
Ranch Unit of Eel River Wildlife Area to shorebirds, 
when it was brought to our attention by Humboldt State 
University student, Kristie Nelson. Ms. Nelson, an 
HSU wildlife undergrad, began looking at shorebirds 
in this area in the late 1990s. There was a levee breach 
in the winter of 1997-8 and heavy winter storms 
damaged dikes and levees that would flood the area. 
With the water then gradually receding, the mixing of 

salt and fresh water each spring tide caused algal and 
phytoplankton blooms and a tremendous amount of 
nutrition for zooplankton on which the shorebirds fed. 
More and more mudflat became exposed. The exposed 
mudflats afforded excellent viewing opportunities of 
the shorebirds migrating southward. Nelson noticed the 
area had a “3-to-4-week tidal cycle of brackish water, 
due to the dampening effect of the small breach and 
large catchment areas, providing a unique habitat for 
birds.” Ms. Nelson noted that she found “more than 
three times as many birds and twice as many species, 
in lower tides.” While ducks were primarily seen 
during the flooded period, she found more foraging by 
shorebirds during the period mudflats were exposed.

CDFW had been repairing the dikes to aid 
waterfowl, then sea level rise and more storms further 
damaged the dikes and levees. The agency realized it 
would be cheaper to allow Mother Nature to reclaim 
her former wetlands than to try to maintain the man-
made structures. The Ocean Ranch Restoration Project 
includes removing tide gates, dikes, and levees; re-
aligning McNulty Slough; and filling next to active 
ranchlands to reduce erosion potential. The project also 
involves dune restoration with removal of European 
beach grass to aid endangered Western Snowy 
Plover breeding populations and several endangered 
plant species. Removal of introduced cordgrass and 
restoration of the Eel River estuary and McNulty 
Slough for the benefit of tidewater goby and several 
salmonids will add mudflat and two habitats that have 
been heavily impacted by diking and filling of coastal 
wetlands, to the amount of available acreage available 
for wildlife.

In October 1998, noted ornithologist, Steve Howell 
was attending a Western Field Ornithologists conference 
hosted by Humboldt County birders, and spotted a 
Lesser Sand Plover among hundreds of Semipalmated 
Plovers. As the spring tides tended toward neap 

tides, water was draining gradually from this wetland 
complex of mudflats and saltmarsh, exposing foraging 
opportunities for shorebirds. Other rare shorebirds were 
observed in previous and subsequent years. This brought 
the Ocean Ranch area to the attention of birders from all 
over the western states and it became recognized as a 
premier area to observe shorebirds and other waterfowl. 

 In the late 1990s, RRAS became alarmed when 
CDFW decided to repair the dikes and levees in 
preference of habitat for ducks and geese, disregarding 
the needs of migratory shorebirds. At this time, I was 
preparing paperwork that created Humboldt Bay 
Complex of Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve 
Network, which comprises 195 square miles around 
Humboldt Bay, from Centerville Beach north to Mad 

River mouth and inland to the mouths of Van Duzen 
River, Salmon Creek, Elk River, Freshwater Creek, 
Jacoby Creek, and Arcata Bottoms. This was the 
impetus for creating the Humboldt Bay Important Bird 
Area, which included the same boundaries.

By the 2000’s, CDFW had been repairing the dikes 
and levees and replacing tide gates. However, effects 
of sea level rise kept hammering at levees, continually 
causing damage. Realizing that Mother Nature had 
the upper hand, CDFW decided to opt for restoration 
of salt marsh and mudflats in this area. By 2013, 
an interagency Technical Advisory Committee had 
been created to look at the Ocean Ranch Restoration 
proposal. It was comprised of representatives from 
CDFW, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, Ducks Unlimited, California Waterfowl 
Association, the Wiyot Tribe, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration Fisheries, and RRAS.

The environmental impact report is not yet public 
but expected to be released in the coming weeks. At that 
time, the public will be able to review and comment on 
it. Please stay tuned!

For more project information please go to
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Science-Institute/News/cdfw-
and-partners-work-to-restore-ocean-ranch-unit-in-
humboldt-county

Location of Ocean Ranch within the Eel River 
Wildlife Area. (Photo courtesy of CDFW.)

Left: Ocean Ranch. (Photo courtesy of CDFW.)
Below: Lesser Sandpiper.

Conservation
Update



It’s remarkable how much birding and driving have in common. Both require con-
stant eye movement, excellent peripheral vision, and split-second reaction times, not 
to mention a pretty keen ear. In fact, it could be argued that the skills honed by birding 
make you a better driver overall. Unless, that is, you try to do both at the same time. 

It’s as plain as a fall warbler: birding and driving don’t mix. Behind the wheel, 
your vigilance is meant for road hazards – immovable objects, pedestrians, furry 
animals, and other cars that swerve into your path while their drivers spoon up corn 
flakes and/or are in Zoom meetings – and not for ornithology.

The trouble is, when you love birds, it’s nearly impossible to turn off the birder in 
you. At the same time your driving brain is registering a blue minivan bearing down 
on you at three o’clock, your bird brain is noting a Steller’s Jay at nine, a brilliant 
Western Tanager at eleven, and a Peregrine Falcon hunkered down on a telephone 
pole dead ahead. Your eyes are darting around like a hummingbird on crack. 

Naturally, as a dedicated defensive driver, you’ve never, ever drifted over the 
rumble strip into the breakdown lane while following the flight of a suspected Swain-
son’s Hawk, or stopped in the middle of the street to snap a quick photo of a Mimus 
polyglottos in perfect light, or exceeded the posted speed limit by double digits chas-
ing down a hot bird report. Nor have you ever been assured by other drivers that 
you’re number one after pulling the fastest U-turn in history because that flash of 
yellow and black might – just might – be a Hooded Warbler (since they’re every-
where this year!)

Scientific evidence has shown that the more; rare, striking, or way-the-heck-out-
of-its-range the bird, the more likely it is to flash across your field of view when 
you’re powerless to stop. You’re in bumper-to-bumper traffic. Or merging onto 101. 
Or entering a roundabout – the very concept of which is to keep you moving ’round 

and about. By the time you find a safe place to pull over, that bird is gone, gone, gone. 
And it was probably a lifer.

Your problems don’t end even if you do manage to get off the road. The oth-
er day I was parked off the shoulder of Samoa Boulevard – I mean waaay off, so 
that stalks of fennel were poking through the doorframe and a Lesser Goldfinch was 
evaluating my glove box as a poten-
tial nesting site – when a CHP vehicle 
pulled up and an officer stepped out. 
“Car trouble, ma’am?” he said.

“Uh, White-Tailed Kite.”
I pointed; “Beautiful, isn’t it?”
Fingers tapping lightly on his 

ticket book, “Stunning,” he said. I de-
cided to forego any photos and move 
right along.

It’s a delicate balance. We’re 
only human after all. And having 
already been on the wrong end of a 
distracted driver encounter, I’m com-
mitted to keeping my eyes on the road 
and my hands at ten and two o’clock – 
and off my bins. Unless a Magnificent 
Frigatebird sails over the sunroof as 
I’m motoring down the freeway. 

Then all bets are off.

Driving While Birding                                                                                                                     By Sarah Hobart

Above: Photo by Sarah Hobart.
Watermark: Magnificent Frigatebird.

“The difference between a beginning birder and an experienced birder is that the 
experienced one has made more mistakes.” 

Two years into my life as a bird enthusiast, this quotation really resonated with 
me since, as a 16-year-old birder, I was solidly into the “making mistakes” phase.  I 
had only recently gained a basic knowledge of our local birds. Others, such as gulls 
and shorebirds, along with my inability to find rarities, proved frustrating. As I took 
my daily walk around the Arcata Marsh, occasionally I would misidentify a bird. 
I’d grit my teeth, then repeat to myself what had become something of a 
mantra: “I’m doing my best. I’m learning.” 

Being a young birder isn’t so easy. The teenage years, as 
advertised, are full of socializing, gallivanting, and general 
excitement that comes with adolescence. But a perfect way to 
be completely isolated from your high school peers? Look 
no further than birding. With a generation so inundated 
with technology, it’s especially out of character to be so 
invested in the natural world. None of my classmates 
could really relate to me after I took up the hobby.

Aside from that, the demographics of the birding 
community certainly didn’t help. Except for a few HSU 
students, most of the birdwatchers in Humboldt are over 
40. I was the only high-school-age birder. Therefore, young-
birder-hood is quite lonely. My binoculars and driver’s license 
became my most-valued “friends.” Reflecting as a graduated 
senior, the brief, bright spots of rarity chases dim in comparison to 
the isolation. Fortunately, there is a solution: young birder camps.

In the past two years, I’ve attended a few of these events. Designed to attract 
bird-loving youths from across the country, the camps offered, for the first time, the 
opportunity to connect with other teens who shared my interests. One experience 
sticks out in particular. In July 2019, I visited Cornell University for the eBird-
focused “Young Birders’ Event.” It was a mere three days that have since steered 
the course of my life. 

Fifteen young birders from around the world (including Brazil, China, and 
the U.K.) met grad students, professors, and employees at the legendary Lab of 
Ornithology one sultry afternoon. The upcoming days would be some of the best 

of our lives, a sentiment shared by many of the attendees. We met ornithologists 
leading cutting-edge research. We chased wood warblers, including Mourning, and 
Worm-eating, and a Cerulean, which was a “lifer” for me! The founders of eBird 
taught us about how to better use the platform. We learned about the bright future of 
computerized wildlife research. 

We also visited the Lab’s extensive specimen collection – a room containing the 
taxidermized skins of nearly every bird species. “We never let students explore the 

whole collection – but once a year, we make an exception for the young 
birder group,” explained Evolution and Ornithology professor Irby 

Lovette. He then showed us how to handle the specimens. It’s 
an understatement to say we were thrilled. We marveled 

over preserved oilbirds, bellbirds, snowcaps, caracaras, 
shearwaters, wood warblers, and many more. Two hours 
have never passed faster. But the most important thing 
about the Cornell Young Birders’ Event? We made 
friends with other birders from across the world. 
Connecting with other young people so genuinely over 
just a couple of days was truly special. It also made me 
dead-set on getting into Cornell.

“This experience is not intended to be a recruiting 
event,” I remember one of the professors telling us as the 

three days came to an end. This was laughable – as soon as I 
returned home to Humboldt, I started working on my application 

to the university. I studied for the standardized tests. I wrote draft-
upon-draft of the application essays. Afterall, how could I not want to 

return to one of the few communities I’d felt welcomed by; bird-y-ness, youth, and 
all? It would be a long and exhausting year in Humboldt, finishing senior year while 
anxiously waiting for college decisions. There was a big reward and an even bigger 
disappointment – but I’ll save that for next time. 
(All parts of Amaya’s Series are available at www.rras.org under “Newsletters.”)
Above: Painting of a Cerulean Warbler by Amaya Bechler.

Next Month: Finale – Part III, The Fledgling.

My Birding Beginnings
A Series by Amaya Bechler                                                                                                                                                                      Part II: The Nestling
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Casey Cruikshank,
NEC Coastal Programs Coordinator

For this month’s Creature Feature we chose to 
highlight a particularly insidious type of invasive 
species: Plastic Creatures. � ese creatures are found 
on beaches, near rivers, on city streets and even in 
forests. Readers hoping to catch a glimpse of creatures 
like these only need to keep their eyes on the ground 
while out on their next nature walk. Your vigilance 
can help keep these toxic creatures out of the bellies 
of those higher up the food chain. Follow us on social 
media to learn more about creatures like these that have 
appeared in our area.  Photo credit: Casey Cruikshank.

plastic fish
� e Plastic Fish, once a rare species in our ocean, 

is becoming increasingly more common and quite 
invasive. � ese � sh are often made up of polyethylene 
and due to their hard external features they have a 
uniquely in� nite lifespan.

Unlike most species, rather than growing larger 
over time, Plastic Fish break down into smaller and 
smaller pieces until they can no longer be identi� ed 
and a microscope must be used to see them. � is stage 
of their life is called microplastics.

� ey are completely self-sustained and do not 
require any food to survive, however they are quite 
commonly preyed upon by other species and are toxic 
when consumed.

Help us slow the spread of this invasive species 
by removing them from your shopping list and from 
the shoreline. Spread the word about the tale of the 
plastic � sh to friends and family.

Bk Toy
� is creature was found on Agate beach and none 

of our volunteers have seen anything like it before. After 
consulting with the experts and doing some internet 
sleuthing, it appears that this creature originates from 
the Burger King Franchise.

Dating back to 1990, this creature is approximately 
30 years old and just starting to show its age. It has 
been discovered that in an attempt to emulate its 
competitor, Burger King began handing out these 
creatures to children to accompany their fast food meal.

Much to the creatures’ dismay, they were often 
only enjoyed for minutes at a time then tossed away 
as a single-use object, sometimes even winding up 
in the ocean as we see here. If you're looking to � nd 
a vintage Burger King creature of your own, head on 
out to the beach and keep your eyes peeled. You never 
know what you might � nd.

Unidentified Species
� is creature is an unidenti� ed species that recently 

swam/waddled/washed(?) ashore on Samoa Beach. 
It closely resembles a hippo, but we're pretty sure 
they're not in the same Family or Genus. It's features 
seem to be frozen in a smile. We're not sure if that's 
how it really feels, or if it's some predatory defense 
mechanism.

 � ough found on the beach we believe this to 
originally be a land dwelling creature. Based on the size 
of the Gooseneck Barnacles growing on the creature's 
face, we estimate that it has been � oating at sea for 
around 6 months to a year.

 If anyone has any information on the identi� cation 
of this creature, please let us know at editor@yournec.
org.

Teddy Bear
� is species, though showing its age, appears 

to be in the Stu� ed Bear Family. � ese creatures are 
usually kept in comfortable indoor habitats and enjoy 
a symbiotic relationship with Homo sapiens. � us 
they are clearly not equipped for the harsh conditions 
the ocean and beach have to o� er. (Fish are not ideal 
snuggle buddies).

Stu� ed Bears are generally made up of synthetic 
� bers that, when exposed to the elements, break down 
into micro� bers. Micro� bers are often confused for 
food by smaller species. � ose smaller species are 
eaten by larger species and soon the micro� bers have 
traveled all the way up the food chain.

If you see a Stu� ed Bear or other creatures in this 
Family on the beach please take the time to humanely 
relocate it to a more proper habitat (i.e. the land� ll).
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NORTHCOAST CHAPTER
CALIFORNIA 
NATIVE
PLANT SOCIETY

Stay Updated:
www.northcoastcnps.org 

facebook.com/NorthCoastCNPS
Join Yahoo! Noti� cation Group by emailing 

theralphs@humbodt1.com
CNPS welcomes anyone interested in native 

plants to join our events.  No expertise required.

Field trips 
Field Trips at this moment (Aug 10) are still not 

permitted. Meanwhile, make your own � eld trips, 
avoiding crowded places.  See the Places to See Plants 
page under the Activities tab of the website.  � e Elk 
River Spit feels wild and is close. Any trail in Prairie 
Creek State Park is guaranteed to awe and please.  
Horse Mountain area o� ers an alpine feel only an 
hour from town.  See the Hiking Humboldt books 
by Ken Burton and Rees Hughes and Redwood Parks 
books by Jerry and Gisela Rohde.   Share your photos 
on www.facebook.com/groups/NorthCoastCNPS/.  

Evening Programs
September 9, Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. Zoom webinar. 

Mt. Rainier Wild� ower Adventure. Join Donna 
Wildearth on a journey to see the subalpine wild� owers 
on Mt. Rainier, which John Muir referred to as “. 
. . the most luxurious and the most extravagantly 
beautiful of all the alpine gardens I ever beheld in all 
my mountain-top ramblings.” With Donna and Kathy 
Dilley’s photos and informative comments, Donna 
will recount their trip last year to see this wild� ower 
spectacle.  To register with Zoom go to our website.

Magenta Paintbrush on the skirts of Mt. Rainier. Photo credit: 
Kathy Dilley.

Fall Native Plant Sale
Sat. & Sun, September 26 &27

Freshwater Farms Reserve
5851 Myrtle Ave., Eureka

For your � rst native plant or for one more 
to squeeze in, � nd it among our more than 

1,000 plants of more than 100 species.  This is 
probably a by-appointment-only, in-person 
sale.  Check the website to � nd out and to 

make your appointment.

Meanwhile, our plants are available every day, 12-
6PM at the Kneeland Glen Farmstand at the same 
address, near Three Corners Market.  Questions: 

northcoastcnps@gmail.com.

Checkerbloom (Sidalcea malvi� ora)

The Forests of 
Ca: A love Letter

Caroline Gri�  th, 
EcoNews Journalist

� e Forests of California, by Obi Kaufmann is 
a love letter to the beauty and biodiversity of this 
place in which we are fortunate enough to live. Part 
philosophical treatise on connectivity, part work of 
art, part textbook, � e Forests of California is anything 
but a traditional � eld guide. � ough you will � nd 
descriptions of the landforms and lifeforms of California, 
unlike a traditional � eld guide where individual species 
are pulled out and examined independent of their 
surroundings, this book examines entire systems and 
how the parts of those systems, the earth, trees, plants 
and animals (including humans), and elemental forces 
work together to create the whole.

Systems are complex, as are the overlapping 
in� uences (human-caused climate change, ancient 
patterns of ecological change, adaptive cycles) that 
shape them, so it’s only � tting that a � eld atlas dedicated 
to these systems should also be complex. As an added 
bonus, this one is also stunningly beautiful. Kaufmann, 

an avid conservationist, explorer and artist, uses the 
symbol of the Philosopher’s Stone (a circle, nestled 
inside a square, inside a triangle, inside another 
circle) to describe his approach. “� e metaphor of the 
Philosopher’s Stone is that it can turn plain substance 
into preciousness. � e preciousness I desire doesn’t 
end with the data, the paintings, or the words, but 
will only be real when I deliver to you the successful 
narrative that enables us to get there together.” And 
where is “there”? It is Kaufmann’s goal to inspire us to 
join him in recognizing and appreciating the intrinsic 
value of the forests (as opposed to just the utilitarian 
value), in realizing that we are the forests and the 
forests are us, that we are all a part of the system and 
we need to � ght to protect it.

To help us get there, Kaufmann sends us on a quest, 
illustrated by his watercolor paintings and punctuated 
by poetry. � e Forests of California could be described 
as a treasure map, complete with esoteric symbols 
prompting us to bounce from section to section, 
following the connections as we explore a variety of 
forests throughout the state and the interaction of the 
organisms within them. 

� is is a book that I anticipate will stay with me 
for years, to be referenced again and again as I deepen 
my love a� air with the land I live on. The Forests of 
California is a gem. 

� e book is not yet out, but you can pre-order 

it with a 30% discount from the publisher at www.
heydaybooks.com/obi-kaufmann/
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Mpingo Uhuru

Tucked away in the small, rural community of Ione, 
California, an environmental tragedy has been playing 
out for over twenty-� ve years with minimal attention 
being brought to it. I am referring to the pollution and 
contamination of drinking water with unprecedented levels 
of ca� eine from the co� ee roasting plant at the prison 
industrial complex known as Mule Creek State Prison.

As one of the nearly 4,000 individuals con� ned and 
housed here, I feel the traumatic blows of this neglect 
and disregard every single day. � ese e� ects impact us 
on a variety of levels including emotionally, mentally, and 
physically. I am living the pains of this horrendous neglect.

� ere is such a callous dismissal of the civil and 
human rights of those of us here, not to mention the 
human decency and kindness that should be a� orded to 
us. � e vast majority of individuals su� er from devastating 
and lasting e� ects such as increased agitation, headaches 
and migraines, intense insomnia, increased aggressive 
behaviors, elevated heart rates and hypertension. And 
this says nothing about the vile and bitter taste that 
saturates the water.

I liken drinking it to a scene from a National 
Geographic documentary where all of the animals 
dwell in a drought stricken land with a single source 
of drinking water. Each one instinctively knows of the 
lurking dangers of the crocodiles lying in wait just below 
the surface for the opportunity to snatch you under and 
devour you. Yet, in spite of the impending dangers, the 
need to drink in order to survive compels you to take 

the risk. It is more than just a mere willingness to slake 
one’s thirst.

See, the truth of the matter is that those of us housed 
here have no other options. � ere are no purifying systems 
attached to the water source. Nor is there the option of 
us choosing the cool refreshness of bottled water, which 
is exactly what the administration recommends that the 
o�  cers and other sta�  members drink.

When one factors in the medical and mental health 
costs of treating the symptoms of having to drink this 
contaminated water, the costs are incalculable. In fact, 
more money is spent annually on treating these symptoms 
in the inmates than it would cost to purify, regulate and 
clean up the toxic waste of ca� eine that seeps from the 
outdated co� ee roasting complex.

In addition, how can we truly factor in the e� ects of 
this environmental neglect on the surrounding wildlife 
and even the residents of Ione? � at the prison has done 
nothing to rectify this situation is another shining example 
of how pro� ts are placed over lives and environmental 
well-being.

� e callous disregard shown towards those housed 
here and our health makes it di�  cult not to become both 
bitter and cynical. When we seriously think of all the 
daily uses of water aside from drinking it, such as having 
to brush our teeth, wash our clothes, clean our living 
areas, and even more essential during this pandemic, 
constantly washing our face and hands, we are exposed 
to unhealthy levels of ca� eine in every aspect.

� e truth of the matter is that those of us who are 
con� ned here have little recourse. Our voices are drowned 

out and our plight 
is set. Unless those 
who are in the public 
stand up, take up our 
call and cry out in 
indignation, nothing 
wil l  ever change. 
Nothing will ever get 
done until the voices 
of the people are heard 
by those who are in 
power. When pro� ts 
become less important 
than people, change 
will be demanded and 
progress will be made.

(Mpingo Waridi 
Uhuru is incarcerated 
in Mule Creek State 
Prison (MCSP), which 
was designed to hold 
1,700 inmates but now 
houses over 4,000.)

NEXUS
The Environmental Cost of Mass Incarceration

The intersection of human rights, the 
environment, social justice, and the economy

Caroline Gri�  th,
EcoNews Journalist

� e U.S. locks up more people per capita than any 
other nation in the world, and many of those prisoners 
are housed in facilities designed to hold far fewer people 
than they do now. One major side e� ect of this massive 
overcrowding is the inability of on-site wastewater 
treatment plants to handle the increased workload, leading 
to frequent instances of sewage over� ows at prisons. In 
addition to the ca� eine contamination at Mule Creek, 
tests have shown that water and soil around the prison 
are contaminated with coliforms, nitrates and cleaning 
solvents that may have come from a dry cleaning plant 
that was on-site at one time. Inmates and contractors 
who have worked at MCSP have complained for years of 
health problems caused by contaminated water.

Another source of environmental degradation is the 
“inmate training programs”, i.e., factories, that are housed 
in many prisons. In fact, prison industries are so prevalent 
that most prisons are basically factories that also house 
people. � e co� ee roasting plant that Mpingo mentioned 
is run by CalPIA (California Prison Industry Authority) 
which makes and sells products ranging from food to 
furniture to industrial cleaners. Inmates in government-
run and private prisons are paid between 23 cents to 
$1.15 per hour to do everything from sewing garments to 
running call centers. Some federal prisons run electronic 
waste recycling facilities and inmates have complained 
of exposure to toxic chemicals. A Department of Justice 
investigation found that “oversight of UNICOR’s (also 
known as Federal Prison Industries) compliance with 
environmental regulations was inadequate, and that the 
e-waste recycling program was responsible for generating 
hazardous wastes that were unlawfully stored or disposed 
of at multiple Bureau of Prisons institutions."

Many prisons are located in rural areas, out of public 
view, and the public is happy to pretend that they don’t 
exist. Our willingness to ignore the problem, and those 
most a� ected by it, allows it to persist. Until those of us 
who have the freedom to speak out start to do so, we will 
all continue to be harmed by this exploitative system.

Mule Creek State Prison Aerial View. Photo Credit: Google Maps, December 2015.
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* www.publicpay.ca.gov, 2018

Ali Ong Lee

As part of our local governance series in EcoNews, 
we have explored what Joint Powers Authorities (JPAs) 
are and reviewed Humboldt County JPAs whose 
collective decisions both positively and negatively impact 
the environment.  � is month, we begin discovering 
Special Districts, which are another form of local 
governance by which jurisdictions are charged with 
cooperating to provide essential services, consolidate 
resources, and serve e�  ciently.  California has 3,300 
special districts providing legal and regulatory oversight 
over necessary services — like water.

In particular, we examine two special districts often 
confused with one another since they are similarly named 
(starting with “Humboldt” and ending with “District”) 
and since both provide water services in Northern 
Humboldt: the Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
(HBMWD) and the Humboldt Community Services 
District (HCSD).

To provide further context, in 2018 Humboldt 
County had a total of 60 special districts, with 1,135 
employees, whose wages total $29,749,122 — out of 
which $9,279,441 was the annual, total health and 
retirement contribution. Special districts comprise an 
employment sector in Humboldt (https://publicpay.
ca.gov/Reports/SpecialDistricts/SpecialDistrictCounty.
aspx?county=Humboldt&year=2018)

Infrastructure Districts
Both HBMWD and HCSD are independent, 

infrastructure districts, providing water services, 
as did the � rst special district in California in 1887; 
however, HCSD being a community services district, 
also provides retail sewer services and street lighting 
services. According to the Humboldt Local Agency 
Formation Commission’s website, “special districts are 
limited purpose local governments – separate from 
cities and counties. Within their boundaries, special 
districts provide focused public services such as � re 
protection, water, sewer, electricity, parks, recreation, 
sanitation, cemeteries, and libraries.”

Clearing-up Confusion: Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 
and The Humboldt Community Services District

Humboldt 
BAY MUNICIPAL WATER 

District (HBMWD)

Humboldt
COMMUNITY SERVICES

District (HCSD)

Services Provided
Wholesale & retail  water services

and Recreational facilities
(Park 1 on West End Road)

(Park 4 on Warren Creek Road)

Water,
Sewage collection,
and street lighting

(no recreational facilities)

Area Served
*Proposed areas for 

expansion

City of Arcata
City of Blue Lake

City of Eureka
Fieldbrook-Glendale CSD

Humboldt CSD
Manila CSD

McKinleyville CSD
*www.humboldtlafco.org/msr-soi-reports

15 square miles of unincorporated areas 
adjacent to Eureka city limits:

Cutten
Elk River

Fields Landing
Freshwater

Humboldt Hill
King Salmon
Myrtletown

Pigeon Point
Pine Hill

Ridgewood
Rosewood

www.humboldtlafco.org/msr-soi-reports

Board Meetings Once monthly, 9:00 am  Twice monthly, 5:00 pm 

Meeting Notes on Website Yes No.  Available upon request.

District Transparency Webpage www.hbmwd.com/district-transparency ?

Number of Employees * 38 27

Total Wages* $2,163,607 $1,321,414 

Average Wages* $56,937 $47,833 

Total Health/Dental/Vision 
Contribution 

$687,541 $713,467 

Total Retirement & Health 
Contribution*

$985,216 $887,216 

Sta�  Compensation* Superintendent $139,651
General Manager $132,651

General Manager $135,107  
Superintendent $96,765

Board of Directors

District 1: Neal Latt (VP)
District 2: Sheri Woo (President)

District 3: David Lindberg
District 4: Bruce Rupp

District 5: Mitchell Fuller

Dave Tyson (President)
Dave Saunderson (VP)

Frank Scolari
Alan Bongio

Gregg Gardiner appointed 07/2020

Board Terms Expiring /
to be voted on this 

November 2020 Election

Neal Latt, November 2020
Sheri Woo, November 2020

David Lindberg, November 2020

Gregg Gardiner, Dec 2020
Dave Saunderson, Dec 2020

Frank Scolari, De 2020
Dave Tyson, Dec 2020

Board Annual 
Compensation*

Board members ranged from
$9,870 to $2,880

Board Members ranged from $2,550 to 
$100 (one meeting)

Board Health/Dental/Vision 
Annual Contribution*

Board members ranged from
$1,005 to $627

Board members ranged from 
$34,220
$29,755 
$20,265 
$12,959 

$0 (for one meeting in 2018)
707-442-8157 • www.dandelionherb.com

Herbal Classes & 
Travel Adventures 

with Jane Bothwell
Enjoy a virtual 

herb walk!

Visit us on the web for our latest events and herbal tips.
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continued from prior page

Recently in the News
• � e Cher-Ae Heights Indian Community of the 

Trinidad Rancheria was proposing HBMWD consider 
exploring a controversial water extension for the 
Rancheria’s proposed development. � e communities 
of McKinleyville and north of McKinleyville 
requested consideration of their water districts, 
and potential impacts of encouragement of growth. 

• HCSD has been trying to resolve issues with the 
controversial Martin Slough-Intercept Project 
in Eureka. � is is tied to the (also) controversial 
development of the McKay Tract, whose planned 
subdivision has been seen as missing key 
environmental and energy e�  ciency protections 
as well as public transit and non-motorized 
transit options by the Environmental Protection 
Information Center, Humboldt Baykeeper, and 
Coalition for Responsible Transportation Priorities.

In Summary
Although HBMWD and HCSD are sometimes 

confused with one another, they are two di� erent special 
districts providing water in Northern Humboldt. � eir 
boards have very di� erent personalities and very di� erent 
constellations of professional backgrounds, with HCSD 
being comprised exclusively of developers who were 
mostly appointed.

Both HBMWD and HCSD have implemented rate 
increases, with plans to increase rates for rises in health 
bene� ts and infrastructure repairs and maintenance.  
According to the 2016 “Report Card for Humboldt 
County’s Water Infrastructure” by the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, Humboldt earned a “B grade” for its 
water infrastructure — with more infrastructure funding 
needed for the years ahead.  HBMWD provided for 
43.96% of Humboldt’s consumption of water via a total 
of 199 commercial and residential water connections, 
while HCSD provided 8.18% of Humboldt’s consumption 
of water via a total of 7,284 commercial and residential 
water connections.

Clearing-up Confusion: 
HBMWD & HCSD 

Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (HBMWD)

• Website: www.hbmwd.com
• Email: o�  ce@hbmwd.com
• Phone: (707)443-5018
• Addresses: 828 Seventh Street, Eureka, CA 95501

P. O. Box 95, Eureka, CA 95502
• Current Mtg. Agenda: www.hbmwd.com/meetings
• Meetings: Once monthly, at 9:00 am on the second 

Thursday of the month.
• During COVID-19:  Zoom meeting & by phone 1-669-

900-9128 (See Agenda for ID & codes)

Humboldt Community Services District (HCSD)

• Website: www.humboldtcsd.org
• Email: humboldtcsd.org/email-administration
• Phone: (707)443-4550
• Addresses: 5055 Walnut Drive, Eureka, CA 95503 

P. O. Box 2158, Cutten, CA 95534
• Current Mtg. Agenda: humboldtcsd.org
• Meetings: Twice monthly, at 5:00 pm on the second and 

fourth Tuesdays
• During COVID-19:  Public Participation teleconference 

(518) 351-9265 (See agenda for details)

Why It's Important to 
Pay Attention to Water Districts

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

When we think of the Halls of Power in Humboldt 
County, it’s easy to focus on the big names: the City 
Councils, the Board of Supervisors, even the Planning 
Commission, but oftentimes decisions that a� ect the 
character of our communities are made by boards that 
don’t get a lot of attention. Community Service Districts 
and Water Districts throughout the region not only 
provide clean drinking water and wastewater treatment 
services, they also determine how development happens 
in their regions by deciding when and how to expand 
their services. Both of the Districts outlined in the 
previous article will have an in� uence in development 
projects that have been covered in previous issues of 
EcoNews.

According to Desiree Davenport, who served on 
the HCSD board for two years before resigning when 
she moved out of the district, one of the issues that 

came up when she was on the board was whether or 
not to spend HCSD resources on potential housing 
developments such as providing the developer with a 
water capacity study, which they would need in order 
to permit their project. Subsidizing development seems 
like a hot-button issue, but according to Davenport, very 
few members of the public attend HCSD meetings to 
learn about these issues or comment on them. Many 
HCSD board members have ties to developers and 
have run unopposed in past elections.

The HBMWD, which is far more transparent 
and accessible than the HCSD, will have an impact 
on the Trinidad Rancheria hotel project, the Nordic 
Aquaculture � sh farm on the Samoa Peninsula, and 
also weighs in on development in and around the 
Mad River, which is where its water is pumped from. 
� e Trinidad Rancheria has requested the HBMWD 
extend a water pipeline to Trinidad, which could also 
open up development in the McKinleyville area.  
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Kenny Mort, HSU Senior, 
Environmental Science and Management

My name is Kenny Mort and I am going into my 
senior year at Humboldt State University (HSU). I am 
majoring in Environmental Science and Management 
(ESM) with a focus in Planning and Policy and a double 
minor in both Geospatial Analysis and Philosophy. 
� is year, I am additionally serving as the College of 
Natural Resources & Sciences (CNRS) Representative 
for the Associated Students (AS) of Humboldt State 
University. AS is a student-run organization that 
allocates student fees to AS funded programs to 
serve the students of HSU. I am hoping to use this 
position to influence campus decisions toward a 
more sustainable and less wasteful campus. Working 
as an ESM major with my speci� c focus, I have had 
the opportunity to take multiple classes relating to 
environmental law and regulation. I have always been 
an avid follower of environmental politics, but taking 
these classes inspired me to turn it into a future career 
as an environmental consultant. I have always wanted 
to help protect and preserve the natural world and I 
believe that a legislation and regulation route is the 
best way I can accomplish that goal.

In order to graduate with an ESM degree from 
HSU, students are required to complete either a directed 
study course or an internship in their � eld of study. I 
had been planning on looking for an internship during 
my junior year and then starting it during my senior 
year. I had been planning on ful� lling this requirement 
at this point in my academic career so I could learn 
as much as possible in school before applying it to 
my � eld of study. However, in the spring semester 
of my junior year, I received an email advertising an 
environmental policy internship with the Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC). It seemed to be exactly 
what I was looking for, so I applied and started working 
on it right away.

Since then, I have been an environmental policy 
intern under the NEC legislative analyst, Dan Sealy. 
Some of my duties include tracking federal legislation 
related to public lands and reporting their status back 
to the NEC Conservation Committee, as well as writing 
pieces for EcoNews. Before I started working with 

Northcoast Environmental Center: 
Environmental Policy Intern

OldGrowthTimbers.com 707-834-5340
USED REDWOOD LUMBER

Lorelei Lane, Arcata

Dan, I had a basic, high school level understanding of 
how legislation moves through Congress. � rough the 
internship, Dan has taught the intricacies of legislation 
undisclosed to the public as it passes through the 
chambers of Congress. He also introduced the political 
schemes both parties practice in order to sway votes 
to their side, some of which were in play with my most 
recent legislation project.

I accepted the task of focusing on a piece of 
legislation known as the Great American Outdoors 
Act. � is bill would establish a � ve-year trust fund 
to address maintenance backlogs in the National 
Park Service, National Forest Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, and 
Bureau of Indian Affairs. It would, additionally, 
establish permanent funding for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. � is bill is a landmark piece of 
conservation legislation that has bipartisan support 
in both chambers of congress, but that did not stop 
some political schemes from occurring. Just when it 
seemed the bill would easily pass the Senate, some 
Gulf State senators, led by Louisiana Republican Bill 

Cassidy, demanded that more of the bill’s funds from 
oil and gas revenues be shared with Gulf States. � is 
was more than likely a fake pushback to show their 
constituents that they have their best interests at heart. 
Despite the last-minute pushback, the bill passed the 
Senate safely. � e bill, which had bi-partisan support 
in the House, was eventually added as an amendment 
to the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) 
in response to a veto threat by President Trump. � e 
NDAA currently awaits President Trump’s signature.

My experience with the NEC internship has been 
exceptional as I have learned so much more about 
environmental legislation and how it maneuvers through 
at the national level. Not only that, but I have attended 
most of the monthly NEC Conservation Committee 
meetings and learned about di� erent environmental 
issues in the local Humboldt County area. I know that 
I will be using this political knowledge in my future 
career as an environmental consultant, but I am also 
not discouraged by a possible career in politics, either. 
Whatever the future holds, I am thankful to the NEC 
for giving me an opportunity to gain new knowledge 
and skills in my � eld of study.

Serving Humboldt County for over 34 years. 

Mon - Sat  10:30am-5:30pm

Hot Tubs    |    Saunas    |    Service    |    Supplies

PureWaterSpas
3750 Broadway  |  jaysooter.com  |  707.444.8001
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Make your voice heard
Save this list of contacts for your reference

Humboldt County Supervisors
825 5th Street, Room 111
Eureka, CA 95501
1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391
rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us
2nd District - Estelle Fennell
707-476-2392
efennell@co.humboldt.ca.us
3rd District - Mike Wilson
707-476-2393
mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us
4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394
vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us
5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395
smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
https://feinstein.senate.gov/public
331 Hart Senate O�  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone:  202-224-3841
Senator Kamala Harris
https://harris.senate.gov 
112 Hart Senate O�  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20510
Phone: 202-224-3553
Look up other senators here:
https://www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Hu� man
https://hu� man.house.gov
1406 Longworth House O�  ce Building
Washington, D.C., 20515
Phone: 202-225-5161
Look up other representatives here:
https://www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor
Governor Gavin Newsom
https://www.gov.ca.gov
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-445-2841
An email contact form can be found at 
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/

Look up other California state legislators 
here: http://� ndyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list? 
www.usa.gov/elected-officials

to achieve the natural, cultural, wildlife, and recreation 
management objectives of federal land management 
agencies.”  (NPS website) Over the years much of the 
fund has been siphoned o�  for other governmental uses 
rather than conservation and recreation. � e bipartisan 
e� ort to pass this legislation was in� uenced partly by the 
desire of the Republican Party to hold on to the Senate 
majority by giving the bill’s author, the embattled Senator 
Gardner (R-CO), a win. Symbolically Sen. Gardner was 
at President Trump’s right hand as the President signed 
the Act and Senate Majority Leader McConnell (R-KY) 
spoke uncharacteristically like a true environmentalist 
when he gave his statement in support of the bill on the 
� oor of the US Senate. � e fact that the bill included an 
emphasis on using the funds for infrastructure repairs 
vs. acquisition of new lands was necessary to assure 
bipartisan support. (For more see article in this and 
previous issues by NEC Environmental Policy intern, 
Kenneth Mort.)

When Does National Defense Equal 
Environmental Protection?

Members of the Northcoast Environmental Center 
have participated for over seven years with the Northwest 
California Wilderness Coalition, working to add wilderness 
and wild river designations in Northwest California. 
� at work resulted in a bill that also included increased 
recreational opportunities and � re management. It came 
as a pleasant surprise, then, that their e� ort had been 
rolled up into an amendment to the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA.) Congressman Hu� man (D-
CA) moved the local bill along and it was combined with 
other proposals in California, Colorado and Washington 
State to add 1.3 million acres of wilderness and over 
1,000 miles of wild and scenic rivers. � ough the NDAA 
passed in the US House by a large, bipartisan margin, the 
amendment was not part of the NDAA in the Senate. � e 
legislation, therefore, has two big hurdles left: survival of a 
House/Senate conference committee to reconcile the two 
versions. If the amendment survives that hurdle, it must 
be signed by a President who has expressed opposition 
to parts of the NDAA as it currently stands. � e NEC 
is actively working with a consortium of local, state and 
national groups to push the amendment over the � nish 
line and there may be news soon about the success or 
failure of that e� ort. If the amendment fails, the groups 
will be ready to restart after the elections determine 
who will be leading Congress and the Administration. 

� e next two months will be full of budget deals, 
legal challenges, coronavirus impacts, economic volatility 
and election posturing. � is is unchartered waters which 
will require attention, determination and patience to gain 
real results for environmental protection.

Ten Months and Done
After 30 years with the National Park Service (NPS) 

but only ten months as its director, David Vela hung up his 
ranger hat for good and retired. Secretary of the Interior 
Bernhardt took no time to replace Mr. Vela with former 
Bush Administration appointee and Ducks Unlimited 
lobbyist, Margaret Everson. 

� e lawsuit by Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility (PEER) naming Mr. Vela as one of a string 
of acting appointees serving as pseudo- heads of agencies, 
may have been a factor in Mr. Vela’s retirement. (PEER 
immediately changed the name on the lawsuit to Everson). 
Or the administration’s decision not to close National Parks 
during the pandemic, or the use of chemical agents, i.e., 
tear gas, on a peaceful protest on Park Service grounds 
adjacent to the White House in the wake of the death of 
George Floyd. Or perhaps it was the use of National Parks 
as a backdrop for the President’s political rallies, such 
as Mount Rushmore over the July 4th holiday and the 
President’s just-announced plan to include the hallowed 
ground of Gettysburg National Battle� eld in his list of 
places to accept his party’s nomination soon. It must have 
felt more like 10 years than 10 months. Regardless, he is 
gone. Ms. Everson has a law degree and, as is typical of 
lobbyists, has donated to a wide variety of candidates’ 
campaigns, both Democratic and Republican. Not ever 
being a duck hunter, her stint with Ducks Unlimited was 
more about waterfowl habitat protection which she carried 
on to her work as an appointee with the United States 
Fish and Wildlife Service. If the Trump administration 
decides not to waste time on an acrimonious public 
con� rmation hearing before Congress, and leaves Ms. 
Everson as an acting Deputy Director but with full 
Director responsibilities, this administration would go 
a full term without a legal, con� rmed Director leading 
our National Parks. Quite a sad statement of priorities at 
a time when those parks are under assault from energy 
companies wanting to exploit resources and a climate 
crisis putting our park ecosystems at a tipping point. 

Good News Funding
President Trump signed the Great Outdoors Protection 

Act in August which permanently reauthorizes and funds 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF.)  � e 
LWCF  “… invests earnings from o� shore oil and gas 
leasing to help strengthen communities, preserve our 
history and protect our national endowment of lands 
and waters.” � e LWCF program can be divided into 
the “State Side” which provides grants to state and local 
governments, and the “Federal Side” which is used to 
acquire lands, waters, and interests therein necessary 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Eye onWashington

Questions? Contact the NEC at 707-822-6918 
or nec@yournec.org. 
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Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Nearly every instance of environmental degradation 
is, at its heart, perpetrated by those seeking to make 
a pro� t. � ose who are hurt, whether plant, animal, 
worker or resident, are just collateral damage. In the 
U.S., the e� ects of pollution often fall along racial lines. 

Take the case of chlorpyrifos, a pesticide with 
proven links to brain damage in children. Widely 
used in agriculture to kill a variety of pests, it can be 
harmful if touched, inhaled or eaten.  After years of 
activist pressure applied primarily by Latinx women 
living in California’s Central Valley, the state � nally 
banned the use and sale of the chemical, which was 
patented by Dow Chemical in 1965. Meanwhile, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, or EPA, has refused 
to ban chlorpyrifos for agricultural use (it banned 
residential use in 2000 due to the unacceptable risk 
to children), going so far as to censor farmworker 
testimony in its decision. On Jul. 28, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit held en banc oral 
arguments regarding the EPA’s failure to ban this 
potent neurotoxic pesticide. � e court could issue an 
opinion in as little as a month.

According to non-profit environmental law 
organization, Earthjustice, 10,000-20,000 pesticide 
poisonings happen among farmworkers every year. � e 
majority of farmworkers in the U.S. are migrant workers 
from Mexico and Central America, and an Institute 
for Agriculture and Trade Policy study estimated that 
over half of the farm workers in the United States are 
undocumented. Lack of documentation can lead them 
to fear the repercussions of complaining about working 
conditions. � ey also lack union representation and 
in many cases aren’t covered by labor laws. Since the 
United States still embraces many pesticides that 
have been banned in the European Union, Brazil, and 
China due to their environmental and human health 
impacts, those who are working to produce what 
should be our most precious commodity (food), are 
routinely exposed to dangerous chemicals with no 
recourse. � eir children are also at elevated risk of 
developmental harms, because their parents bring 
those pesticides home with them on their clothes and 
skin. Landscapers are another sector of predominantly 
Latinx workers who are routinely exposed to pesticides. 

� ose who live nearby or downstream from farms 
where pesticides are used are also exposed. � ese 
dangerous chemicals also a� ect those who live near 
the plants that produce them, who tend to be low-
income and communities of color who live in polluted 
areas because cheaper housing tends to be located in 
industrial “sacri� ce” zones. 

Every year, the U.S. uses over 1 billion pounds 
of pesticides, nearly 1/5 of worldwide usage. But 
activists and legislators are working to change this. 

Why Pesticides 
are Racist

On August 4, Senator Tom Udall (D-NM) and Rep. 
Joe Neguse (D-CO) introduced proposed legislation — 
the “Protect America’s Children from Toxic Pesticides 
Act”, or (PACTPA). PACTPA would ban some of the 
most dangerous pesticides that are known to harm 
humans and the environment. It would also close 
loopholes that allow farms to use pesticides, create 
mandates for employers to report pesticide exposure 
and require all pesticides warning labels to be written 
in Spanish as well as English. PACTPA is supported 
by the Center for Biological Diversity, Earthjustice, 
Farmworker Justice and the United Farmworkers, 
among many others. 

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Eat Beef: the West Wasn’t Won on Salad (from 
a bumper sticker seen on trucks throughout the 
Western U.S.)

Since 1934, the Bureau of Land Management has 
regulated livestock grazing on 155 million acres of 
public land in the western U.S. � e Forest Service also 
permits grazing on over 102 million acres within the 
National Forest System lands spread across 29 states. 
� e popular narrative of how the West was “won” by 
cowboys tending their herds on the open range leaves 
out important details, like how heavily subsidized and 
environmentally destructive this industry is. In 2019, 
the Trump administration lowered the monthly fee 
for grazing on public lands and national forests from 
$1.41 to $1.35 — the lowest price allowed by law 
(though still too high for some trespass ranchers, like 
the infamous Bundy family). According to the Center 
for Biological Diversity, in 2018 grazing fees brought in 
by the federal government didn’t even cover the cost 
of administering the program, let alone mitigating the 
environmental damage done by grazing.

Locally, � e Grazing Reform Project, Western 
Watersheds Project, and Environmental Protection 
Information Center recently objected to a decision by 
Forest Service managers to reauthorize grazing within 
the Klamath River’s Beaver Creek watershed. According 
to the groups, “the decision to reauthorize grazing, if 
it is implemented, will result in unacceptable damage 
to Critical Habitat for Coho salmon and will continue 
unacceptable damage to riparian areas, wetlands, and 
water quality in headwater basins of the Klamath and 

Local
Conservation 

Groups Challenge 
National Forest 

Grazing

Applegate Rivers.”
Laura Cunningham, California Director for Western 

Watersheds Project (WWP), questioned why Forest 
Service managers are allowing cattle to degrade Coho 
Critical Habitat: “We can’t recover Coho salmon and all 
the bene� ts they bring to river and coastal communities 
if we allow cattle to trample their habitat, degrade water 
quality with fecal waste and remove willows and other 
shade plants which keeps the water cool,” she said. 
“By reauthorizing grazing without requiring adequate 
herding, the Forest Service is prioritizing the income 
of a few ranchers over the many economic and social 
bene� ts that accompany healthy salmon populations. 
� at is not only wrong, it is illegal.” 

For the past seven years, volunteers with the Grazing 
Reform Project (GRP) have documented the damage 
and have supplied that documentation to Forest Service 
managers along with recommendations for how to 
improve grazing management. GRP Coordinator Felice 
Pace explained how those reports and recommendations 
have been received by Forest Service managers: “For 
the past seven years, Forest Service o�  cials responsible 
for managing grazing on the Klamath and Rogue 
River-Siskiyou National Forests have ignored our 
recommendations for how to reduce grazing-caused 
degradation. Now they seek to reauthorize the same 
grazing practices that degrade headwater basins, 
which should be producing the highest quality water 
for communities and � sheries downstream, but which 
instead are fouling those streams and rivers with cattle 
feces and � ne sediment from streambank trampling.” 

� e Grazing Reform Project (grazingreform.org) 
is a 100% volunteer e� ort to assure that public land 
grazing in Northern California is either managed 
properly and responsibly, or ended. � e Project is 
always seeking volunteers who are willing to carry a 
pack and hike o� -trail to monitor and document how 
grazing is managed. As Tom Wheeler, executive director 
for the Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) says, “We know Forest Service managers can 
do better. � e public, downstream communities and 
our salmon deserve responsible grazing management 
on public land.” 

Overgrazed public land due ot lack of modern grazing 
methods and herding supervision. Location: Big Meadows 

Allotment. Photo source: The Grazing Reform Project.
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Jaime Carlino, 
Humboldt Raptors Are � e Solution 

Rodenticides, otherwise known as “rat poison,” 
are split into two categories: non-anticoagulant 
and anticoagulant rodenticides (ARs). � e former 
kill rodents in a variety of ways while the latter kill 
rodents by inhibiting the clotting mechanisms of 
the blood. ARs are further split into � rst generation 
anticoagulant rodenticides (FGARs) and second 
generation anticoagulant rodenticides (SGARs). Multiple 
doses of a FGAR are often needed to kill a rodent, 
whereas a lethal dose of SGARs can be ingested in 
a single feeding – making them far more dangerous 
to wildlife, pets, and children. After ingesting ARs, 
rodents become sick and disoriented, making them 
easy prey for wildlife such as hawks, owls, mountain 
lions, bobcats, coyotes, foxes, etc. – all of which 
depend on rodents for food. Scavengers like skunks, 
raccoons, and opossums, as well as pet dogs and 
cats, are at risk for secondary poisoning should they 
consume a poisoned rodent or an animal that has 
ingested a poisoned rodent. Dogs, cats, and some 
wildlife species also consume ARs directly. California 
banned consumer use of SGARs in 2014. However, in 
a giant loophole, licensed pest control companies are 
still permitted to administer these toxicants, and so the 
problem continues. In recent studies reviewed by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 70-90% 
of tested wildlife were found to have SGARs in their 
systems. According to the American Association of 
Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System, 
more than 10,000 people 20 years or younger were 
exposed to rodenticides in 2018. 

Integrated pest management, a sustainable, science-
based, decision-making process, addresses rodent 
control through education, sanitation, structural 

Non-Toxic Pest 
Control

exclusion, and various methods of non-toxic lethal 
control. Sanitation must be addressed by securing 
all trash and food waste in receptacles, as trash cans/
dumpsters over� owing with trash serve as a food 
source for rodents. It is also important that trash cans/
dumpsters are in working condition (e.g. no rusted out 
holes, lids aren’t warped, etc.). We also recommend 
the following: using a spinning composter, elevating 
chicken coops by 18 inches, cleaning up fallen seed 
from bird feeders, not allowing fruits and vegetables 
to rot on the ground or in raised beds, and removing 
any dense, low-growing vegetation such as ivy from 
around your home/business. Structural exclusion can 
be accomplished by sealing all holes in roofs, walls, 
foundations, crawl spaces, and sheds in addition to 
sealing openings around pipes, cables, and electrical 
wires entering walls or foundations. Rodents can enter 
your home/business through an opening the size of a 
dime, so it’s very important to close o�  all potential 
rodent access points. 

Treating an established rodent issue can and 
should be done without using poisons or glue traps. 
Non-lethal deterrents include cayenne pepper and 
peppermint soap, which can be sprinkled and sprayed 
along rodent trails and high-intensity strobe lights 
in attics or other enclosed spaces. Non-toxic lethal 
methods of removal include dry ice placed in rodent 
burrows, CO2 controlled rat and mouse traps that 
kill instantly and humanely, and electric traps. As a 
last resort, use snap traps inside a bait box and only 
in locations inaccessible to other animals (e.g. garage 
or shed). Humboldt Raptors Are � e Solution (HUM-
RATS) serves as a resource for people dealing with 
rodent issues. If you have any questions or would like 
more detailed information about controlling rodents 
in and around your home or business, please send an 
email to humrats@gmail.com. 

Have you seen any of these in your community? Contact 
humrats@gmail.com and let them know. The Trees 

Sing
by Alyssa Rose

If  you are quiet enough
if  you sit long enough
brave the dazzling nights of  solitude
in silence and awareness
you can hear the trees sing.

The song is sibilant silvery
Flowing like clear water
Over smooth stones.
 It will haunt you forever
 In your dreams

If  you lay down on the earth
One lazy summer afternoon
If  you are quiet enough
If  you lay long enough
You can hear the earth sing.

The song is vast and strange and endless
You will never want to get up and leave
 If  you close your eyes while
 running through a dewy fi eld at night
 You can feel yourself
 Rising up to the sky
 If  you run fast enough
 If  you never give up
 You don’t even need wings to fl y.

Caroline Gri�  th, 
EcoNews Journalist

U.S. District Judge Valerie Caproni has struck 
down a Department of the Interior interpretation of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) that sought 
to ease penalties on accidental or incidental killing 
of protected birds by the oil and gas industry and 
construction companies in the course of doing business.  

A 2017 memorandum from Interior argued that 
penalizing the accidental killing of protected birds was 
counter to the spirit of the MBTA, which it interprets 
to only apply to the intentional killing of migratory 
birds. � e MBTA was adopted in 1918 and Interior 
had argued that it was written mainly as a hunting 

Migratory Bird 
Protections

Restored

and poaching regulation. 
According to Caproni’s judgement, “From the early 

1970s until 2017, Interior interpreted the MBTA to 
prohibit incidental takes and kills, imposing liability for 
activities and hazards that led to the deaths of protected 
birds, irrespective of whether the activities targeted 
birds or were intended to take or kill birds.” She goes 
on to say, “� ere is nothing in the text of the MBTA 
that suggests that in order to fall within its prohibition, 
activity must be directed speci� cally at birds. Nor does 
the statute prohibit only intentionally killing migratory 
birds. And it certainly does not say that only “some” 
kills are prohibited... Even if Congress did not foresee 
that modern industrial activity would one day threaten 
protected migratory bird populations, that does not 
justify disregarding the statute’s unambiguous language.” 
� e judgement has been celebrated by conservation 
groups across the country.

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?
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Get on Board for the Climate:
Sharpen Your Wits on Die-Hard Skeptics

Martha Walden, What Now Coalition
Is changing the minds of climate change skeptics 

even possible at this point? Connie Roser-Renouf not 
only believes it is, she has dedicated considerable 
research to the challenge of how to do it. She is an 
Associate Research Professor at the Center for Climate 
Change Communication at George Mason University. 
350 Humboldt sponsored her online presentation on 
the third of August.

Before she talked about communication strategies, 
she shared some statistics that surprised me. 75% 
of Humboldt county residents believe that climate 
change is happening (8% more than the national 
average). I thought those numbers would be higher. 
I've been riding around the countryside for � fteen 
years, shouting, "Climate change is coming!" I was 
even more disappointed to discover that only 58% of 
Humboldters believe that human activity is the main 
cause of climate change (5% more than the national 
average).

However, if we dice the population more � nely 
into six categories of attitude towards climate change, 
the biggest one these days is Alarmed. � e other � ve 
are Concerned, Cautious, Disengaged, Doubtful, and 
Dismissive. Over the last � ve years the Alarmed and 
Concerned categories have been growing as the other 
ones have been shrinking--all except for Disengaged. 
� at number--7%--has remained steady.

So it's true that the Doubtful and Dismissive 
categories have been declining but only by a few points 
since 2014.  Apparently, it's possible but di�  cult to 
persuade a climate skeptic. Still, if I ever get the chance, 
I hope to rise to the occasion.

But according to Roser-Renouf, it might be wiser 
in some instances to skip the question of climate 
change and go straight to the solutions. She said that 
pointing out the co-bene� ts of green energy and energy 
conservation -- such as self-su�  ciency or national 
security -- can get traction with people who may not 
believe burning fossil fuels causes climate change. � e 
U.S. military, for instance, has been developing green 
energy technologies since the invasion of Iraq for 
economic and security reasons. Also, some political 
conservatives are receptive to green strategies that 
don't require major government intervention.

When you do talk about the impacts of climate 
change, stress the ones that are close to home. Wild� re 
and sea level rise are the two biggest for us here. 
Immediate impacts are simply more real to most 
people than impacts on people who live far away or on 
wildlife. � is strategy is incongruent with the global 
awareness that many of us aim for, but we all need a 
chance to evolve in one way or another.  

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

� e other communication suggestions made by 
Roser-Renouf were more generic -- good habits for 
us all. Listen, ask questions, don't terrify people, be 
humorous. Stop with the complicated graphs. Don't go 
on and on about all the terrible behaviors you witness; 
instead, praise behaviors you admire.

� e importance of solutions when discussing climate change. Image Source: Dr. Connie 
Roser-Renouf, Ph.D. (George Mason University Center for Climate Communication). 

But perhaps the most important communicating 
you can do about climate change is with your legislators. 
You can also write persuasive letters to the editor. 
� e tide of public opinion has changed, but we need 
to speed it up.
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Ocean Crossword

Down

1. An arm of a sea or ocean partly enclosed by land.

2. Living or found in or near the sea.

4. Plants and animals that can live both in water and on 
land.

6. The shore of a sea or ocean.

7. A large sea wave.

9. Organisms living on the bottom of a body of water.

11. Primitive chlorophyll-containing aquatic organisms. 

Stumped? Visit 
yournec.org/Septcrossword 

for the answers!

Across

3. A long high sea wave caused by an earthquake, 
submarine landslide, or other disturbance.

5. The rising of cold deep water to the surface of the 
ocean. 

8. The weight of salt in a given mass of water.

9. A strong solution of salt and water used for pickling.

10. Beneath the surface of the sea.

12. The periodic rise and fall of the sea level.

13. A hard stony substance secreted by certain marine 
coelenterates as an external skeleton, typically forming 
large reefs.

EcoNews
Community 
Creations

Flower Power 
by Robin Mize, Gouache painting.

These blooms found in an easement of a San Francisco 
neighborhood lifted spirits mid-pandemic.
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Help us continue to 
advocate, educate, and

YES!  I will help the Northcoast
 Environmental Center protect our 
watersheds, wildlands, and communities!

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

I would like to join/renew my annual NEC 
membership. Enclosed is my payment of:

$100 - Coho Salmon
$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$30 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

Other ________

I would like to become a sustaining member! 
I pledge $___________ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly. 
Please send me a pack of envelopes.

A subscription to EcoNews is included 
with your membership. 

I would like to save resources and read 
EcoNews online. Do not mail me a print copy.
Please mail a print copy of EcoNews to the 
address above. 

Please choose one option:

Save resources, donate online: www.yournec.
org. If you prefer, mail this form with a check or 
fi ll in your credit card information below. 

Credit Card Number ____________________________
Exp. Date _______________

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for-profi t organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. EIN 23-7122386.

Thank you! In recognition of your generosity, we 
will list your name in publications as a donor. 
 

My gift is (check one box if applicable):  
a gift membershipin memory of

in honor of

Name of person _______________________________
(If gift 
membership)

 (student or 
low income)

Please check here if you would rather remain anonymous. 

Mail to: NEC, PO Box 4259
Arcata, CA 95518 

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 
Charge my Visa/Mastercard (Circle the card type)


