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Sincere Gratitude To:
• The Humboldt surfers & community members 

who organized the 2nd Annual Paddle Out for 
Justice. This event works to make visible the 
injustices faced by Black & Brown people, honor 
the memories of Black & Brown people killed by 
police, and raise money for local organizations led 
by and for People of Color: Black Humboldt, Centro 
del Pueblo, Eureka NAACP, Humboldt Asian Paci� c 
Islanders (HAPI) for Solidarity, Native Women’s 
Collective, and Two Feathers Native American 
Family Services.  

• A big welcome to Redwood Coalition for Climate 
and Environmental Responsibility! RCCER is a 
collective aiming to ensure that local o�  cials and 
government agencies address key environmental 
issues. Nonpro� ts are limited in the ‘political work’ 
they’re allowed to do. RCCER � lls that void because 
they are a not-for-pro� t collective, and therefore 
not constrained by the same nonpro� t rules. We’re 
excited to watch your progress!

BouBouquetsquets N E C  H i s t o r y
-  C a l l  f o r  S u b m i s s i o n s  -

Do you have memories of the early NEC that 
you’d like to share? Photos, recollections, poems 
or lessons learned from campaigns? Did the 
NEC launch you into a life of environmental 
activism? We want to know what the Northcoast 
Environmental Center has meant to you over 
the years, whether you were involved right at 

the beginning 
or anywhere 
else within this 
last half-century. 
Please send your 
submissions or 
article ideas to 
Carolinenecmail
@gmail.com

Dea r EcoN swe

Do you have a burning environmental 
question?  Write to “Dear EcoNews” and we’ll 
get a professional in that � eld to address 
your eco quandaries, concerns, and queries.
Email Carolinenecmail@gmail.com

50th Anniversary
-  V o l u n t e e r s  N E e d e d  -

The NEC is 
hosting our 

50th
Anniversary 
Celebration 

on Saturday, August 21. We 
need volunteers to help with 
setup, cleanup, tabling and more. 
Volunteers receive free admission!  
Would you like to help? Email
Carolinenecmail@gmail.com

EcoNews Distribution Volunteers NEeded
We are looking for monthly volunteers 
to help distriibute EcoNews to southern 
Humboldt, northern Humboldt, Del 
Norte, and Trinity County. Are you 
interested in helping? Email NEC sta�  at
C a r o l i n e n e c m a i l @ g m a i l . c o m

NEWSNEWSECEC NEWSNEWSECEC
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News From the Center
Larry Glass, Executive Director
Carrie Tully, Admin. Director

 
We’ve been getting a lot of calls here at the NEC 

about logging taking place in many of our local 
watersheds. Many of these are occurring on timber 
industry-owned land. Unfortunately, because of rules 
that have been in place for decades, neighbors and the 
public at large have little opportunity to in� uence these 
commercial logging operations. California Board of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) basically acts as 
a rubber stamp for these approvals, and most without 
any serious restrictions being placed on the timber 
companies - allowing them to ignore the cumulative 
impact of their even-aged management (clearcutting) 
on the environment.

All of that is bad enough.  Now, CalFire will be 
considering revised regulations that would drastically 
weaken road safety standards that have been in place 
for thirty years. CalFire is making it more dangerous 
to evacuate during emergencies, and this reckless 
loosening of regulations will also make it easier to 
build new homes and buildings in � re-prone wildland 
areas. � is will put more families in harm’s way as 
well as increase economic risk from the eventual next 
wild� res. Of particular concern to the NEC, is that 
CalFire is unlikely to examine the major environmental 
impacts that these regulations could have under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
Without a CEQA analysis, it is much more di�  cult 
for the state of California to plan for and avoid these 
environmental consequences. California wild� res like 
the recent August Complex Fire have destroyed many 
homes and upended the lives of thousands of people. 
� e climate crisis will only make wild� res more severe 
in coming years. California must take steps that make 
wild� re-prone communities safer. CalFire’s proposed 
regulations would do the opposite. We recommend 
that you call the governor, your state senator and 
assembly person. 

Nordic Aquafarms has proposed a � sh factory on the 
Samoa peninsula. � e County of Humboldt was only 
requiring them to do Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(MND) just like they have (over many objections) for 
every large scale cannabis operation in the last couple 
of years. Nordic’s proposal is exponentially larger than 
any of those, but still only an MND was asked for. � e 
NEC is currently in court over the Rolling Meadow 
project not having the proper level of environmental 
review. NEC and our allies approached Nordic with 
our concerns, and to our pleasant surprise they agreed 
and will now do a full Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) � is means the concerns raised by groups and 
individuals during the scoping process for the draft EIR 
will be required to be addressed in the � nal EIR. To 
County Planner John Ford’s credit, the county is now 
requiring the impacts of the water intakes, also referred 
to as “seachests”, to be examined in the same document.

� e “Public Lands Act” which has the “Northwest 

California Wilderness and Working Forests Act” 
(Hu� man) included in it, is currently in the Senate 
preparing for a hearing in the Energy and Resources 
Committee. I have been helping to put a brie� ng packet 
together for Senator Padilla’s sta� . Senator Padilla has 
requested a hearing in the committee. We’re assuming 
it will be granted this summer.

� e countdown to the NEC 50th Anniversary on 
August 21st at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
has begun! Sta� , Board, and a plethora of community 
members have been putting our heads together to bring 
you an unforgettable day of fun activities, memory 
sharing, future imagining, and lots more. Please see 
details for the event in this edition of EcoNews! � is 
will literally be the NEC event of the century, so be sure 
to make your plans early. Capacity will be limited and 
dinner tickets will sell out fast, so get them while you 
can! You don’t want to miss this! Please reach out to the 
NEC sta�  if you have questions about the logistics of 
this event.

� e NEC sta�  is delighted to bring Craft for the 
Coast to our community.  Craft for the Coast encourages 
us to recognize the possibility in what we may have 
once considered “waste.” Trash can become something 
beautiful, useful, innovative, and even powerful. We 
hope to transform our community mindset to see 
value where we couldn’t see it before. We know our 
actions fractalize...which end up manifesting our goals 
into being. We embrace the idea that art is activism: it 
can in� uence the way individuals and the community 
understand projects and goals, and has the power to 
in� uence policy - which is how real change is made. 
Viewing or creating a piece of artwork made from trash 
has the potential to create change within your home, 
community, or even the world! 

In order to submit a piece of trash art and enter 
to win prizes, please visit yournec.org/craft4coast.  
Art submissions due Friday, July 16. � ere are four 
categories that your art piece could win a prize for, 
and trust us, these prizes are awesome! If you want to 
participate, but don’t want to contribute an art piece, 
cast your vote for the People’s Choice Award!

Join us on Saturday, July 24 from 10AM – 1PM at 
the Arcata Farmers Market for our Outdoor Art Show 
to view all the artwork that was submitted! We hope 
you are having the start of a very happy summer!
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In This Issue

The mission of the EcoNews is to inform and educate 
the public on environmental issues around the world, 
state and bioregion. Many of these issues are complex 
and have varying levels of support throughout the 
environmental community. Our goal is to provide a 
platform to explore, discuss and debate these topics 
in order to better understand their nuances. The 
ideas expressed in EcoNews do not necessarily re� ect 
the positions of the NEC or its member groups. We 
appreciate and welcome alternative points of view.
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NEC Sta� 

We are so excited to be celebrating the NEC's 
50th Anniversary! Please join us on Saturday, August 
21 for our Summer Celebration at the Humboldt 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. Don't miss out 
on the NEC's event of the century! Buy tickets early 
because capacity will be limited and dinner tickets 
will sell out fast.

Event entry is $10. � is will include fun games, 
snacks, live music, a photo booth, and a meditative 
tribute walk commemorating the NEC's past, 
present, and future. We will honor the many sta� , 
board, and volunteers of the NEC, update you about 
the NEC's current programming, and share our 
plans for the future.

We will also have catered dinner + event tickets 
for $50. � ere will be a vegan and organic chicken 
option. Drink tickets will be available for beer, wine, 
and cocktails. Lastly, we will have some amazing 
ra�  e prizes so don't forget to buy ra�  e tickets as 
well! Please email nec@yornec.org if you have 
questions or are interested in volunteering. Visit 
www.yournec.org/50 to buy tickets and learn more.

NEC 50th Anniversary Celebration

skyhorse 
saddle company

We became involved in NEC about 40 years ago. 
We were the owners of Skyhorse Ranch, a completely 
independent alternative energy 45 acres just outside 
of Westhaven. For over 20 years in the 1980's-90's 
we ran the ranch on wind, water and solar, without 
even a backup generator. We also raised horses and 
our most successful contribution to the fundraising 
auctions were loads of horse manure.....the highest 
bid won a truckload and then we o� ered more truck 
loads at the same price. � ey were real crowd pleasers!

 Our fondest memories were the "uno�  cial" poker 
games every single week. Every Wednesday we would 
gather at Sid Dominitz's house in Trinidad with Tim 
McKay and other NEC members. We would play 
until early morning - laughing, sharing information, 
ponti� cating about the health of the planet, and betting 
nickles, dimes and quarters. We did this for over 15 
years and it sure made the long winters enjoyable!

 It was (and is) a true community of like-minded 
members and a huge gift to the county and the planet. 
We still love and appreciate everyone involved for 
their dedication.

Much love,
Lisa and Loren Skyhorse

Mt. Trashmore, Birding, and Recycling
My father taught me his love of nature and the 

outdoors. As a busy ob/gyn doctor in the Bay Area, his 
idea of vacation was packing into the High Sierra for two 
weeks. No phone calls or babies unexpectedly due.  He 
and his friends rode rugged horses, and led a few pack 
mules with supplies. � ey camped, often without tents, 
day hiked and � shed. In those days you made a real � re 
to cook your dinner, and sang a few songs afterwards.  
My brother and I joined him on a number of these trips, 
and learned to camp, hike, and appreciate wild nature. 

 When I moved to Humboldt County in 1972, I 
embraced the natural environment, hiking and exploring 
the beaches, rivers and redwoods.  � ere was lots of open 
space to get lost in. I taught modern dance at Humboldt 
State, and bought my house for $13,000 in Blue Lake.

 I was aware of the NEC, Tim McKay and their 
environmental work.  Occasionally I went into the 
cluttered o�  ce, and talked to the sta� . I made a few 
minor donations.  One day Tim called and wanted to 
show me Mt. Trashmore near Arcata’s sewage treatment 
plant.  He explained the City of Arcata’s innovative plans 
for its waste water ponds and wildlife sanctuary. � e 
idea was bold.  Integrate sewage treatment ponds with 
a pleasant recreation site ideal for walking and birding.  
I had participated in a few of Tim’s bird watching trips, 
but knew little about birds.  He knew so much, both 
by sight and song.  I was struck by the variety of birds 
on the North Coast, and his enthusiasm.  I took up the 
study of birds.

 After completion of the � rst phase of the Marsh 
project in the early 1980’s, Tim thought it appropriate 
to offer Audubon guided birding tours on Saturday 
mornings.  For several years, I helped organize docents 
for these trips, and also for school groups.  Although not 
an expert birder, I also led trips.  With the birth of my son 
in 1988, I retired from this volunteer position,  Friends 
of the Arcata Marsh (FOAM) would be created in 1989, 
and the Interpretive Center followed a few years later.

During this time I became a member of the Arcata 
Community Recycling Center board.

ACRC advanced recycling, struggled to pay its bills, 
and sponsored the initial research for Fire and Light glass 
products. (How do you transform recycled glass into a 
usable, aesthetic product?) ACRC also helped develop 
and promote the California Bottle Bill.  Many states have 
now adopted Bottle Bills.

 Tim was an inspired leader of NEC.  He worked 
tirelessly.  He was both intelligent and passionate about 
saving the local environment.  His early death was a 
shock.  More trees needed to be saved, more wilderness 
preserved.  For the sake of healthy salmon runs, the 
Klamath dams still needed to come down. Sadly, I was 
unable to attend his memorial due to a long planned 
family reunion.  � at was a bitter disappointment. Today 
when I pick up my binoculars to check out a bird, I think 
of Tim.  � ese days I hike the local Sierra mountains.

 - Susan Dunn, Grass Valley, CA.
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Serving Humboldt County for over 35 years. 

Mon - Sat  10:30am-5:30pm

Hot Tubs    |    Saunas    |    Service    |    Supplies

PureWaterSpas
3750 Broadway  |  jaysooter.com  |  707.444.8001

Presents

 Seasonal Herb Walks  
 July 10 – Redwood Creek  
 Sept. 11 – Fern Canyon

 Beginning with Herbs  
 Sept. 15- Nov. 3

2021-2022 CLASSES & EVENTS with Jane Bothwell

707-442-8157 • www.dandelionherb.com

 Herbal Journey to Greece:   
 Greek Isle of Ikaria  
 May 7-17, 2022

 10-Mo. Herbal Studies   
 Feb. - Nov. 2022

Dear EcoNews,
I’ve been trying to reduce my carbon footprint 

by biking more, but I live in Eureka and work in 
Arcata and it doesn’t always feel safe riding on 
the “safety corridor.” What’s the deal with the 
half-� nished trail along the Bay? Also, I keep 
hearing murmurings about the Bay to Zoo Trail 
in Eureka. Any word on when they might start 
work on that? It seems like there is movement 
toward building more trails in and around the 
Eureka, but it’s hard to keep track of the progress. 
Will we ever convert the old rail lines to trails that 
connect along the coast?

- Patiently waiting...

Recent EcoNews Reports:

Enviros Cheer Caltrans? Last 
Chance Grade Planning Gets 
High Marks from EcoNews
June 5, 2021 – Caltrans is making 
progress on Last Chance Grade, 
removing multiple alternatives 
from further consideration. 
Caltrans has cut the project 
planning budget and has lopped 
considerable time o�  the timeline. 
Jaime Matteoli, project lead for 
Caltrans talks about how Caltrans 
was able to reduce the alternatives and why the public 
should feel con� dent about the decision.

It Sounds Great on Paper: The 30×30 Movement
May 29, 2021 – In October 2020, California Governor, 
Gavin Newsom, issued an executive order pledging to 
conserve 30% of CA’s lands and coastal waters by 2030. In 
January, President Joe Biden announced a similar e� ort. 
But what do these executive actions mean? Gang Green 
examines the potential of the “30×30” movement and the 
potential for disappointment. 

Salmon’s Struggle in the Shasta
May 22, 2021 – The Shasta River should be chock full of 
salmon. But the river is a shadow of its former self. Friends 
of the Shasta River, the scrappy defenders of this river, 
join Gang Green to talk about the incomparable Shasta 
River and ongoing threats.

From Pulp Mill to Salmon Farm? Examining 
Nordic AquaFarms’ Proposed Fish Factory
May 15, 2021 – Is a massive landbased � sh factory the 
best next chapter for a former pulp mill nestled between 
Humboldt Bay and the Paci� c Ocean? Tune in to hear 
local environmental leaders discuss Humboldt County’s 
assessment of the impacts Nordic AquaFarms proposed 
� sh factory might have on the bay, ocean, wildlife and 
climate – and ways to avoid or mitigate them. 

Protecting the ‘Grand Canyon’ of the Eel River
May 8, 2021 – The Wildlands Conservancy is close to 
acquiring the 26,600 acre Lone Pine Ranch, a property 
with more than 20 miles of river frontage, hundreds of 
acres of wetlands, and 86 million board feet of trees in the 
standing forest, which can be protected to sequester vast 
amounts of carbon dioxide. Find out more about Lone 
Pine and how you can help safeguard the Grand Canyon 
of the Eel River by listening to this week’s show.

The EcoNews Report

KHUM104.3 
Sat @ 10am

yournec.org/econews-report

Dear Patiently waiting,
People have wanted a safe non-motorized 

active transportation corridor between Eureka and 
Arcata for over twenty years. � e Bay Trail North 
section was completed by the City of Arcata in 
2017, and the � nal 4.25-mile County section, the 
Bay Trail South, will begin construction next year. 
It is looking to be completed by the end of 2022. 
When completed there will be 14 miles of safe 
contiguous trails that commuters, local recreation 
users, and tourists will enjoy around Humboldt 
Bay. � e trails of the Humboldt Bay Trail between 
Eureka and Arcata are all built alongside the railbed 
as trails with rails. As the trails extend south to 
CR and Fortuna the railbed will be utilized for the 
trail and is known as rails to trails. 

� e Bay to Zoo Trail is a proposed project 
and is in development by the City of Eureka. 
It will connect the Waterfront Trail near Tydd 
Street traveling about three miles south to Sequoia 
Park utilizing the greenbelt and gulches adjacent 
to McFarlan Street until it enters the street and 
sidewalk near Russ and Dolbeer Street. At this time 
only preliminary design plans exist to establish 
the potential trail alignments. � ose designs will 
aid in determining the scope of environmental 
studies and as an estimation for funding requests. 
View the current conceptual alignment on the 
project webpage: new.ci.eureka.ca.gov/depts/
pw/bay_to_zoo_trail.asp

Please visit Humboldt Trail Council’s Facebook 
page to watch the 2021 Humboldt Trails Summit 
video. On June 5th the Summit presented an 
update on trails in our County and included 
Senator Mike McGuire speaking on the status 
of the Great Redwood Trail: facebook.com/
humboldttrailscouncil. � ank you for your interest 
in trails.

- Humboldt Trails Council (humtrails.org)

Dea r EcoN swe
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Craft for the Coast
Chelsea Pulliam, NEC Outreach Coordinator

We are putting out the call to all trash crafters and 
upcycling artists! We want you to create a piece of trash 
art and enter to win prizes! Submission deadline is July 
16. We will have an outdoor art show on Saturday, July 
24 at the Arcata Farmer's Market. � e community can 
cast their vote online for the People’s Choice Award 
and help raise funds for the NEC. (1 vote = $1). Submit 
art and vote online at www.yournec.org/craft4coast.

Craft for the Coast Trash Art Contest strives 
to bring awareness to marine debris issues and give 
litter a new life! By doing beach cleanups and making 
upcycled art we can prevent trash from going into 
our oceans and land� lls. To take it a step further, we 
embrace the idea that art is activism and has the power 
to in� uence policy and change the way we deal with 
marine debris as a community.

Craft for the Coast encourages us to recognize 
the possibility in what we may have once considered 
“waste.” Trash can become something beautiful, useful, 
innovative, and even powerful. We hope to transform 
our community mindset to see value where we couldn’t 
see it before, and know our actions create ripples. 
Viewing or creating a moving piece of artwork made 
from trash has the potential to create change within 
your home, community, or even the world!

Prize Categories
• People’s Choice Award: $100 Restaurant 511 gift 

card and free admission to NEC Summer Celebration
• Best Upcycled Creation: NEC zero waste gift basket
• Best Litter Creation: NEC Cleanup Kit: bucket, 

picker, gloves, stickers, poster
• Youth Award: Environmental Education Gift Basket

Otter Spotting
Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Catching sight of a river otter in the wild can be 
an exhilarating moment. Playful and sleek, Lontra 
canadensis (sukseswilh in Wiyot or ło:q’-yiditile in 
Hupa) is the top of its water-based food chain and is a 
key indicator of habitat health, a sort of “canary in the 
coal mine” for our watersheds. Lucky for us, the north 
coast still supports a thriving otter population, so otter 
spotting, while not exactly commonplace, isn’t rare. 
Since 1999, HSU wildlife students have been gathering 
information of citizen sightings of local otters to gain 
a better picture of their populations and habits, and 
as a way to monitor the health of north coast habitats. 
Readers of EcoNews may be familiar with this project 
which is often advertised here (see page 20).

In an effort to bring more awareness to this 
citizen-science project and bring otter spotting to the 
masses, the North Coast Otters Public Art Initiative 
was launched in May 2020. � is collaboration of art 

Art is Activism
Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

In � e Politics of Nonviolent Action, peace activist 
Gene Sharp described and provided historical examples 
of 198 methods of nonviolent action (a list of which 
can be found at aeinstein.org/nonviolentaction/198-
methods-of-nonviolent-action/). Many of these tactics, 
such as formal letters of support, strikes, boycotts, 
lea� ets and group lobbying, are familiar to readers 
of EcoNews. One often overlooked tactic of raising 
awareness and spurring action is art. � is month, we 
are featuring three local art initiatives designed to raise 
awareness of conservation issues and spur action. We 
hope you are inspired.

For more info and case studies of nonviolent action 
visit nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu

and science involves 108 life-sized otter sculptures 
painted by local artists and sponsored by conservation 
organizations and businesses. � e timing unfortunately 
coincided with the total shut-down of public events due 
to Covid-19, so the unveiling was put on hold. Until 
now. On World Otter Day, May 26, 2021, these otters 
started appearing in shops, restaurants and galleries 
throughout Mendocino, Humboldt, Del Norte and 
into Siskiyou and Trinity Counties. 

As the summer progresses, there will be a treasure 
hunt, along with a map, to locate all of the otter sculptures 
throughout the area.  More information can be found 
at otterart.humboldt.edu/treasure-hunt. � e Otter 
Art sculptures will be auctioned to provide valuable 
funds for otter studies and student internships with 
community-based watershed projects. � e project is a 
special partnership with Ink People, North Coast Open 
Studios, HSU Art Department, California Redwoods 
Art Association, and the Trinity County Arts Council. 

In the meantime, otter enthusiasts should keep 
their eyes open for real live otters and be consistent 
and persistent with their reporting. Don’t just assume 
that someone else has reported that otter in the marsh. 
Report river otter sightings, including date, time, location, 
number of otters and any other observations to otters@
humboldt.edu or 707-826-3439. Happy otter spotting!

Photo source: North Coast Otters Public Arts Initiative
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Letters to 
EcoNews

GOT WATER? 
DOES THE COUNTY KNOW?

� e answer is "no" when asked about estimated and 
actual usage totals related to cannabis projects/permits 
for the County (Public Record Request 21-383, dated 
May 18, 2021 responded to by the Planning and 
Building Department). � e reasons for the Public 
Records Request were:
1. Each month the County sends out Cannabis reports 

(All Projects, Approved Permits, and Interim 
Permits - also uploaded to https://humboldtgov.
nextrequest.com/documents.  Once on the website, 
enter CCMLUO into the Search box, click apply 
� lters.  Click the “Upload Date” so you see the most 
recent uploaded report.). � e estimated water usage 
and source(s) are in the application description.

2. Each month the County Zoning Administrator, 

Planning Commission, and/or Board of Supervisors 
approve cannabis applications without any discussion 
about the cumulative e� ect of multiple cannabis 
operations within the same area (or including other 
farming operations, homes, etc., watersheds, or 
actual capacity of the area).

3. � e County is putting new cannabis applications 
on their agendas prior to reviewing applications 
for existing operations and abating illegal grows. 
As an example, refer to the Zoning Administrator's 
May 20, 2021 agenda.

4. � e Governor of California declared Humboldt 
County to be in a drought emergency on April 21, 2021 
and Humboldt County Board of Supervisors created 
a Drought Task Force on May 25, 2021 ("...drought 
task force and that the Board of Supervisors moves 
to use its existing alert systems to let the community 
know we are in a serious drought and therefore ask 
everyone to conserve water and be � re safe." - ).

Please write or call your supervisor (humboldtgov.
org/167/Board-of-Supervisors) and the Director of 
Planning and Building John Ford (707-445-7541 and 
jford@co.humboldt.ca.us) to request that the County:
• Start tracking estimated water usage by area (Willow 

Creek, Honeydew, etc. and sub-areas/watersheds).
• Develop a method to track actual water usage.

• Include actual water capacity for each project, 
sub-area, and area in Sta�  Reports.

• Do not approve any application that would stress 
current water needs and availability based on 
current drought statistics that states that "Rainfall 
for the 2020-21 water year has ranged from 50-70% 
of normal across Humboldt County...”  

• Complete reviews of existing cannabis operations 
prior to hearing applications for new or expanded 
operations.

• Include water source connections and cumulative 
e� ects in the Sta�  Reports. For example, the Rolling 
Meadow Ranch project states that "Annual water use 
is approximately 4,628,200 gallons (18.4 gallons/sf ). 
Water will be provided by three existing groundwater 
wells. � ere will be 320,000 gallons of hard-sided 
tank storage that will store rain from rooftop runo� ." 
How much of the groundwater well water source 
is coming from the Eel River? How much of the 
rooftop runo�  would have gone to the Eel River?

• Expand the County's Drought Task Force's scope 
to include resolving the above issues.
-Marisa St. John, Upper Redwood Creek / Titlow Hill

Are you interested in helping track and map estimated 
water usage of cannabis farms? Contact Caroline at 
carolinenecmail@gmail.com

Friends of the Dunes Press Release

After a year in which distance learning became 
standard in California’s schools, hundreds of 
elementary students from cities across California 
will be joining together virtually to send a message 
to the ocean, as the culmination of the 27th Annual 
Kids Ocean Day Program. Due to the pandemic, the 
annual program shifted to live online presentations 
this year to help students learn about watersheds 
and how they are personally connected to their 
watershed and the ocean. On June 8th (World 
Ocean Day), the students are gathering together 
symbolically through a collective art project that 
communicates what the ocean means to all of us.

“Kids Ocean Day 2021 is di� erent from past years 
but is still very impactful,” said Chris Parry, Public 
Education Program with the California Coastal 
Commission. “With each student’s ocean-themed 
artwork forming part of a collective art project, 
together they are making a powerful statement about 
their shared commitment to care for California’s 
beaches and the Paci� c Ocean.”

Each art entry is included as an individual image 
in a giant online mosaic. � e statewide � rst-place 
winning artwork is the main image of the mosaic. 
Contest winners and their teachers received gift 
cards and other prizes. Liana S., a 7th grader from 
McKinleyville, won � rst place for Humboldt County 
and second place statewide with her needlepoint, 

Kid’s World Ocean Day Celebrates Our Oceans with Art
Diversity of Animals.

Here in Humboldt, students were also encouraged 
to participate in Friends of the Dunes’ Trash Tracker 
Challenge. � ey used the entire month of May to 
collect litter and, with the help of the Northcoast 
Environmental Center, log it in the Marine Debris 
Tracker app. “Whether you are on a neighborhood 
walk or in the forest, picking up trash is an important 
act of stewardship for our local watershed. It is just 
as important as picking up trash on the beach,” said 
Emily Baxter, Education Coordinator for Friends of 
the Dunes.� e students who logged the most trash 
will receive a prize bag of low waste eco-friendly 
items.

To see their artwork and the 2021 Kids Ocean 
Day Picture Mosaic and animation video, visit 
friendsofthedunes.org/oceanday.

 Liana S., a 7th grader from McKinleyville, won � rst place for 
Humboldt County and second place statewide with her nee-
dlepoint, Diversity of Animals at the 27th Annual Kids Ocean 

Day art contenst.
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Introducing the Marine Debris Identification Guide
Community Coastal ColumnCommunity Coastal Column

Ivy Munnerlyn, Coastal Programs Coordinator

If you’ve ever done a beach cleanup in Humboldt 
County, you’ve probably run across something that makes 
you ask “what on Earth is this”? It’s easy to identify a plastic 
food wrapper or bottle cap, but when it comes to the wad 
of brightly colored rope or scrap of black plastic mesh, it 
can get a lot trickier. More often than not, these hard-to-
identify  items originate in the � shing, mariculture, and 
hunting industries. For those of us not involved in those 
industries, it can be next to impossible to know what we 
are looking at. Former Coastal Programs Coordinator 
Casey Cruikshank saw the need for a clear, easy-to-use 
guide that could help volunteers ID these items. With 
the help of the Coastal Programs Advisory Committee, 
the NEC has produced just such a guide. Here’s a sneak 
peak at some of the items it covers.

Crab Fisheries DebrisCrab Fisheries Debris
For both recreational and commercial crab � shermen, 

losing gear to strong ocean currents is a frustrating and 
costly part of the job. Fortunately, many people tag their 
gear with identi� cation numbers or phone numbers to 
call in case the gear is found. If you see crabbing gear 
with any of these markings, please send us a location 
and photo! We can try to locate the owner and get the 
items returned. Below is a list of a few types of debris  
from the crabbing industry that frequently wash up on 
Humboldt beaches.

Crab Pot: 

� ese are large, heavy circular traps with netting. 
Pots can be di�  cult to remove from the beach, so you 
may want to call in backup! If you � nd large items like 
this that you are unable to move, you can always give us 
a call or email us the location of the item and we can � nd 
a way to remove it. Crab pots are expensive to replace, 
so look for a phone number or tag identifying the owner. 
Chances are, the owner will be happy to hear their gear 
has been found and may even come help you pick it up. 

Crab Buoy: 

� ese buoys are made of  lightweight cylindrical foam, 
and can be found free � oating or attached to rope. � ey 
are usually yellow, orange, or white with a red stripe and 
are used by many as a fun yard decoration.

Oyster Farming DebrisOyster Farming Debris
It’s well known that Humboldt county is the oyster-

farming (or “mariculture”) capital of California. Just like 
the crabbing industry, mariculture operations can lose 
gear and debris to strong currents. Luckily, many of the 
companies in the Bay will accept returned gear. If you 
� nd an oyster basket marked “CSC”, you can return it to 
Coast Seafoods Company in exchange for free oysters! 
If you � nd marked or labeled mariculture gear, please 
send us a photo and location so we can let companies 
know where their items are washing up. 

Oyster Baskets, Bags, and Trays: 

Oysters can be grown in di� erent containers depending 
on their stage of growth and the type of growing operation. 
Oyster baskets are black mesh cages measuring roughly 
two feet long, and can sometimes have a buoy attached. 
Oyster bags are made of the same black plastic mesh 
as baskets, but are more � exible and open on one side. 
Oyster trays measure roughly 2 ft x 2 ft, and are made 
of sti� er black mesh divided into four sections. 

Black ABS Pipe: 
In the last few years, volunteers have noticed a 

peculiar marine debris item on Humboldt beaches: black 

plastic pipe cut into 6-8 inch sections. We believe this 
pipe is related to past mariculture operations in the Bay, 
and are actively monitoring the issue.

Yellow 3-Stranded Rope: 
Like the black ABS pipe, this debris item has become 

a signi� cant issue in recent years. It is made of three 
yellow plastic strands wound together, and is typically 
found in cut segments of 1-2 feet. � is is a common 
type of debris to see on Clam Beach, and is often found 
stuck in dune grasses. 

If you’ve collected trash data using the NOAA Marine 
Debris Tracker App, you may be familiar with some of 
these items, which appear in the “Fishing/Mariculture/
Hunting” category. � e Marine Debris Identi� cation Guide 
was designed to be a companion to our citizen science 
data collection e� orts. Collecting data on the litter we 
� nd helps us advocate for trash reduction solutions in 
our community. If you � nd something that isn’t in the 
guide, send a photo to ivynecmail@gmail.com and we can 
add it to future editions. � e Marine Debris ID Guide 
can be accessed on your phone or computer through 
the NEC website, or you can check out a printed copy 
at our o�  ce. 
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Presentación de la Guía de identificación de desechos marinos
Community Coastal ColumnCommunity Coastal Column

por Ivy Munnerlyn | traducción por Jasmin Segura

Si alguna vez has limpiado una playa en el condado 
de Humboldt, probablemente te hayas encontrado con 
algo que te haga preguntar "¿qué diablos es esto?" Es fácil 
identi� car una envoltura de plástico para alimentos o una 
tapa de botella, pero cuando se trata del fajo de cuerda de 
colores brillantes o un trozo de malla de plástico negro, 
puede ser mucho más complicado. La mayoría de las 
veces, estos artículos dif íciles de identi� car se originan 
en las industrias de la pesca, la maricultura y la caza. Para 
aquellos de nosotros que no estamos involucrados en esas 
industrias, puede ser casi imposible saber lo que estamos 
viendo. El ex coordinador de programas costeros Casey 
Cruikshank vio la necesidad de una guía clara y fácil de 
usar que pudiera ayudar a los voluntarios a identi� car 
estos elementos. Con la ayuda del Coastal Programs 
Advisory Committee (Comité Asesor de Programas 
Costeros), el NEC ha elaborado tal guía. Aquí hay un 
adelanto de algunos de los artículos que cubre.

Escombros de la pesca de cangrejosEscombros de la pesca de cangrejos
Para los pescadores de cangrejos tanto recreativos 

como comerciales, perder equipo debido a las fuertes 
corrientes oceánicas es una parte frustrante y costosa del 
trabajo. Afortunadamente, muchas personas etiquetan 
su equipo con números de identi� cación o números de 
teléfono para llamar en caso de que lo encuentren. Si 
ve un equipo de pesca de cangrejos con alguna de estas 
marcas, ¡envíenos una ubicación y una foto! Podemos 
intentar localizar al propietario y devolver los artículos. 
A continuación se muestra una lista de algunos tipos de 
desechos de la industria de la pesca de cangrejos que con 
frecuencia llegan a las playas de Humboldt. 

Olla de Cangrejo: 

Son trampas circulares grandes y pesadas con red. 
Las macetas pueden ser dif íciles de quitar de la playa, 
por lo que es posible que desee solicitar un respaldo. Si 
encuentra artículos grandes como este que no puede 
mover, siempre puede llamarnos o enviarnos un correo 
electrónico con la ubicación del artículo y podemos 

encontrar una manera de eliminarlo. Las ollas para 
cangrejos son caras de reemplazar, así que busque un 
número de teléfono o una etiqueta que identi� que al 
propietario. Lo más probable es que el propietario esté 
feliz de saber que se ha encontrado su equipo e incluso 
puede venir a ayudarlo a recogerlo.

Boya de cangrejo: 

Estas boyas están hechas de espuma cilíndrica liviana 
y se pueden encontrar � otando libremente o unidas a una 
cuerda. Por lo general, son de color amarillo, naranja o 
blanco con una franja roja y muchos los utilizan como 
decoración divertida para el jardín.

Escombros de cultivo de ostrasEscombros de cultivo de ostras
Es bien sabido que el condado de Humboldt es la capital 

del cultivo de ostras (o "mariculture") de California. Al igual 
que la industria de la pesca de cangrejos, las operaciones 
de maricultura pueden perder equipo y escombros debido 
a las fuertes corrientes. Afortunadamente, muchas de las 
empresas de la Bahía aceptarán el equipo devuelto. Si 
encuentra una canasta de ostras marcada “CSC”, puede 
devolverla a Coast Seafoods Company a cambio de ostras 
gratis. Si encuentra equipo de maricultura marcado o 
etiquetado, envíenos una foto y una ubicación para que 
podamos informar a las empresas dónde los pueden recojer.

Cestas, bolsas y bandejas de ostras: 

Las ostras se pueden cultivar en diferentes 
contenedores según su etapa de crecimiento y el tipo 
de operación de cultivo. Las canastas de ostras son jaulas 
de malla negra que miden aproximadamente dos pies de 
largo y, a veces, pueden tener una boya adjunta. Las bolsas 

de ostras están hechas de la misma malla plástica negra 
que las cestas, pero son más � exibles y abiertas por un 
lado. Las bandejas para ostras miden aproximadamente 
2 pies x 2 pies y están hechas de una malla negra más 
rígida dividida en cuatro secciones.

Tubería ABS negra:
En los últimos años, los voluntarios han notado un 

elemento peculiar de desechos marinos en las playas de 
Humboldt: tubería plástica negra cortada en secciones de 
6 a 8 pulgadas. Creemos que esta tubería está relacionada 
con operaciones de maricultura pasadas en la Bahía y 
estamos monitoreando activamente el problema.

Cuerda amarilla de 3 hilos: 
Al igual que la tubería ABS negra, este elemento de 

escombros se ha convertido en un problema importante 
en los últimos años. Está hecho de tres hebras de plástico 
amarillo enrolladas juntas y, por lo general, se encuentra 
en segmentos cortados de 1 a 2 pies. Este es un tipo común 
de escombros para ver en Clam Beach y, a menudo, se 
encuentra atascado en las hierbas de las dunas.

Si ha recopilado datos de basura con la aplicación 
Rastreador de desechos marinos de la NOAA, es posible 
que esté familiarizado con algunos de estos elementos, 
que aparecen en la categoría "Pesca / Maricultura / Caza". 
La Guía de identi� cación de desechos marinos se diseñó 
para acompañar nuestros esfuerzos de recopilación de 
datos de ciencia ciudadana. La recopilación de datos 
sobre la basura que encontramos nos ayuda a abogar por 
soluciones de reducción de basura en nuestra comunidad. 
Si encuentra algo que no está en la guía, envíe una foto a 
ivynecmail@gmail.com y la agregaremos a futuras ediciones. 
Puede acceder a Marine Debris ID Guide (la Guía de 
identi� cación de desechos marinos) en su teléfono o 
computadora a través del sitio web de NEC, o puede 
consultar una copia impresa en nuestra o� cina.
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Crista Ray

My name is Crista Ray and I am a 
Sinkyone descendant. I am a member of 
the Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
and represent my Tribe on the board of the 
InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council 
(Sinkyone Council). � e Sinkyone Council is 
a Tribal non-pro� t consortium comprised of 
ten federally recognized Northern California 
Indian Tribes with cultural connections 
to the lands and waters of traditional 
Sinkyone and neighboring Tribal territories. 
Richardson Grove comprises an important 
area of Sinkyone traditional territory, and is 
a Sinkyone cultural heritage area of immense 
signi� cance to Tribes and Tribal Peoples of 
the region.

Today, Richardson Grove continues to 
hold great cultural signi� cance as an important 
place of prayer, ceremony and cultural lifeways. 
� is is in part because Richardson Grove is 
one of only a few remaining ancient redwood 
groves, a critical part of the surviving 2% of 
old-growth redwood still standing. Gááhs-tcho 
(coast redwood tree in Sinkyone language, 
also referred to as Na-Gááh-tcho) is a special 
relative whom Indigenous Peoples are taught 
to never harm. Tribal leaders throughout the 
redwood region often have spoken of the duty 
to honor and protect the Gááhs-tcho, and 
warned about the consequences of harming 
them. � e Sinkyone, along with many other 
Indigenous Peoples, relate to Gááhs-tcho as 
communities of sacred beings who provide 
protection, abundance and balance for the 
world. If the Grove is harmed, then so are 
the Sinkyone People and this world.

� at is why we are opposed to Caltrans’ 
so-called “Richardson Grove Improvement 
Project”. While Caltrans insists that no old-growth 
Gááhs-tcho would be removed if the project were 
implemented, the project’s plans require severing 
signi� cant numbers of large old-growth tree roots, 
paving them over with concrete, and removing many 
neighboring trees. � is is unacceptable and would 
permanently harm these trees and Tribal cultural 
heritage.

Anyone who has ever walked through an old-
growth Gááhs-tcho grove knows the grandeur of 

these incredible beings. But, something you don’t 
get to fully appreciate when walking aboveground is 
their incredible root systems. Unlike many other trees, 
Gááhs-tcho roots are relatively shallow, usually only 
about 6-12 feet deep. How does the tallest tree on 
earth stay upright with such shallow roots?

Instead of burrowing down, Gááhs-tcho roots 
spread out over a large area. As they do, they intertwine 
with their neighbors and form an interlocking root 
system that holds up the individual trees. � is strategy 
is what prevents Gááhs-tcho from falling over during 

The Environmental Protection 
Information Center

-  Stay Connec ted -
www.wildcalifornia.org

facebook.com/wildcalifornia
IG @epic_wildcalifornia

� e Duty to Protect our Redwood Relatives
the many strong windstorms and earthquakes 
they experience over their incredibly long 
lives. So, cutting a signi� cant number of large 
old-growth Gááhs-tcho roots, particularly old-
growth Gááhs-tcho whose root systems have 
developed over centuries or even millennia, 
will endanger the entire Grove by weakening 
its support structure. Even if the Grove 
survives the immediate e� ects of the cuttings, 
Caltrans will have forever weakened the 
resiliency of the Grove.

There is another reason why cutting 
signi� cant numbers of Gááhs-tcho roots is 
a threat to the health of the entire Grove. 
Western science has recently duplicated 
what Indigenous Peoples have known since 
time immemorial, that every tree in a forest 
is linked, even trees of di� erent species. A 
complex symbiotic relationship between the 
root systems of trees and fungi, known to 
scientists as a mycorrhizal network, allows 
trees to share a vast store of knowledge and 
understanding—as well as support, love 
and nutrients—with one another. Scientists 
have documented trees sharing carbon, 
water, nitrogen and other nutrients via this 
underground network. Researchers have 
even documented chemical alarm signals 
being shared from tree to tree that warn of 
drought or beetle infestation.

Trees are not inanimate objects , 
indi� erent to the world around them. � ey 
are part of a community that depends upon 
its members in order to survive and thrive. 
For decades, foresters who traditionally 
viewed every tree as an individual have 
dismissed or rejected this research because 
of its implications. As such, researchers are 
still learning much about how mycorrhizal 
networks operate in Gááhs-tcho forests. Given 

the scienti� c community’s lack of understanding on 
this issue and the sacred and irreplaceable nature of 
old-growth Gááhs-tcho, Caltrans has a duty not to 
damage their root systems.

Richardson Grove State Park. Source: California State Parks, State of California Pinterest
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Alissa Norman, Community Advocate 
Tri-County Independent Living

One definition of sustainability is “meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability 
of future generations to meet their needs.” In order to 
truly do this, we need to look at the needs of everyone 
in our community, especially the most vulnerable and 
those who have typically been left out of the conversation. 
People living with disabilities have often been a forgotten 
and ignored aspect of society… especially when planning 
for the future. 

Other than federally required accommodations on 
public services buildings, accessibility to the environment 
is largely ignored. Yet accessibility is what people living 
with disabilities want. When it comes to the natural 
environment, we don’t just want sustainability, we also 
want accessibility. 

To preserve what makes the earth functional and 
beautiful, while making it available to those who have 
the least amount of access to it, should be our goal as a 
society. � e physical and psychological bene� ts of being 
in the natural world are well documented and we need 
to take steps to make sure those bene� ts are not just 
available to the privileged. 

An added bonus is that when we increase accessibility 
to natural spaces, we also increase the number and 

NEXUS The intersection of human rights, the <<<>>> 
environment, social justice, and the economy

Disability Rights is Environmental Justice
diversity of people advocating for and protecting those 
spaces, so increased accessibility can actually lead to 
increased sustainability. 

Social justice has long been used to create equally 
accessible, beautiful, environmentally healthy spaces 
for populations previously not allowed access to our 
natural world.

How we value our environment guides environmental 
policy, just as how we value disability guides accessibility. 
How about we start making beautiful spaces accessible 
to all? One in seven people globally have some form 
of disability, but much like Indigenous people, people 
of color and poor people, they are often left out of the 
conversation about how to address the environmental 
issues that impact them. To be truly just, the environmental 
justice movement needs to involve people with disabilities.  

If we include accessibility and sustainability into 
all the plans for development, then we create a natural 
progression towards inclusion in our environment. Many 
of the steps we could take as a community to reduce 
emissions, for example, could also bene� t the disability 
community and people with lower incomes. More than 
half of our greenhouse gas emissions in Humboldt County 
come from transportation. 

Increasing transit lines and decreasing transit fares 
could encourage more people to opt for public transit 
while bene� ting those who use it because they must. 
Now imagine if those increased transit lines stopped at 
accessible beaches and parks, facilitating not only the 
enjoyment of natural spaces, but also increased interaction 
between people from di� erent backgrounds.

� e mission of Tri-County Independent Living is 
to promote the philosophy of independent living, to 
connect individuals with services, and work to create 
an accessible community, so that people with disabilities 
can have control over their lives and full access to the 
communities in which they live. 

Full access doesn’t just mean access to natural spaces, 
but also access to the groups and movements that are 
working to protect them. When we are connected with 
one another and work collaboratively, regardless of 
disability, race, culture or class, everyone bene� ts.

" To be tr uly  just ,  the 
env ironmental  justice 
movement needs to involve 
people with disabilities."

may have a hard time being packed in a small room 
with other people. If you are asking someone who 
uses a wheelchair to speak at a rally, make sure 
they can actually access the stage.

• Make sure your website is compatible with site 
reading technology, which converts text to speech 
for people who have limited vision. Wordpress and 
Square sites generally come compatible with site 
readers. Google Docs are not, so when sharing 
documents convert them to Word. Graphics 
can also get in the way for people with vision 
impairments. Bigger fonts can be helpful.

• When having actions or events, give a physical 
description that is more than just the address. 
Describe location (across from park, up some 
steps, etc.). Have a rideshare system set up if the 
location is not on a bus line. Asking people who 
don’t drive to rely on paying for a cab or Uber 
or Lyft is exclusionary and also not an option in 
rural areas. � ink of actions that aren’t visually 
oriented or social media based.

• If you are able to offer ASL (sign language) 
interpretation, make sure that is noted on any 

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Fifteen percent of the world’s population have 
some sort of disability, and many of these people are 
also living on the front lines of the environmental 
justice movement due to the intersections of disability 
and poverty. In order for the environmental justice 
movement to be successful, it needs to include and 
uplift the voices and talents of people with disabilities. 

Here are some concrete ways we can make our work 
and activism more accessible:

• Recognize that not all disabilities are visible. Just 
because we can’t see it, doesn’t mean it’s not there. 
� ere are hidden disabilities such as visual and 
auditory impairments, chronic pain and Asperger’s 
Syndrome that can impact how people interact 
with this work. So we need to regularly ask if 
people need accommodations and listen when 
they tell us what they need.

• � ink about space. Don’t plan meetings for upper 
� oors without elevators. Recognize that there are 
people, like those on the autism spectrum, who 

Making Environmentalism More Accessible
promotional materials. Often, people who use ASL 
interpretation (which we should think of as a tool 
for facilitating communication to help those of us 
who don’t know ASL) won’t go to an event if it 
doesn’t clearly and explicitly o� er interpretation. 
If they need to request interpretation, make that 
clear.

• Venues must always be wheelchair accessible. 
Are the doors too heavy? Are they wide enough? 
Are the bathrooms accessible? Can speakers in 
wheelchairs access the stage? Are refreshment 
tables accessible? Can people who use wheelchairs 
easily mingle with those who don’t?

• In meetings, introduce yourself and use your name 
when speaking so people whose vision is limited 
(blindness is a spectrum) know who is speaking. 

� ese are only a few of the ways we can work to 
make the environmental movement more accessible. � e 
important thing is to have open and honest conversations 
and listen when people tell us what they need. We need 
all hands on deck for this movement to be successful, 
so it’s time to make sure it’s accessible to everyone. 
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Stay Updated:
www.northcoastcnps.org

facebook.com/NorthCoastCNPS
CNPS welcomes everyone.  No expertise required.

Evening Programs
Evening programs will resume in September (hopefully 
in-person as well as via Zoom!)

Field Trips
Register with Carol at 707-822-2015 or theralphs@
humboldt1.com to learn details.  Covid protocols observed.

July 11, Sunday. Hope Creek-Ten Taypo Day Hike.  
This hike in Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park is 
rich in traditional Redwood forest plants, as well as 
in mycoheterotrophs, the non-green � owering plants 
that get nutrients from a mycorrhizal fungus attached 
to a tree.  � e 3.8-mile loop route has uneven tread, 
and part is steep.  Bring lunch and water.    

July 31, Saturday. Groves Prairie Day Hike with 
optional campout. At 4,000 ft. two hours from Arcata 
in Six Rivers National Forest, Groves Prairie is a gentle 
meadow with a creek, surrounded by Douglas � r/White 
� r forest, including a small stand of old growth. We will 
explore in and around the meadow. Camping Saturday 
night is an option.   

Native Plants for Your Garden
Our native plants are available every day, 12 noon-6 p.m., 
at the Kneeland Glen Farm Stand at Freshwater Farms 
Reserve, 5851 Myrtle Ave.  If you don’t see what you want, 
contact us at northcoastcnps@gmail.com. Early alert: Fall 
Native Plant Sale on September 25.

A Small Garden Makes a Big Di� erence
by Carol Ralph

To see how a small, 
d i v e r s e ,  n at i v e 
garden hosts diverse 
nat ive  w i ld l i fe , 
especially the six-
legged kind, visit the 
Arcata Community 
Center Native Plant 
and Wildlife Garden 
on  the  h i l l s ide 
opposite the Arcata 
Community Center.  

NORTH  COAST
CHAPTER

CALIFORNIA NATIVE 
PLANT SOCIETY

Above: Field Crescent nectaring on Maple-leaved Checker-
bloom.  By Pete Haggard

Left: Pete standing where the sweat bees, native pollinators, 
nest at the top of the garden.  By Ann Wallace

Our chapter, led by Pete Haggard, established this 
garden 22 years ago.  It now has about 50 species of 
plants providing a long nectar season and host plants 
for many larval insects, as well as lots of interest and 
beauty for humans.  See more on our website under the 
“Gardening” tab. If you want to help, write phaggard@
suddenlink.net.

Margaret Gainer

 Recognizing the worldwide problems caused by 
the ever-increasing generation of plastic waste, the Basel 
Action Network’s (BAN) Plastic Waste Transparency 
Project has begun to track plastic waste crime. 

Europe and North America are believed to 
export most of their plastic waste to Cambodia, 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Vietnam and 
� ailand. Whereas Australia and New Zealand have 
increased their waste exports to other Asian countries 
such as Malaysia, Japan has increased its waste exports 
largely to � ailand.

Since March 2021, governments have begun 
to react to BAN-issued warnings of likely illegal 
exports of plastic waste from the US. BAN reports 
that amendments adopted by the 188 Parties to the 
Basel Convention, as of January 1, 2021, mandate that 
these countries will be unable to import US plastic 
wastes unless they are very pure and unmixed. In its 
announcement, BAN highlighted recent data showing 

Tracking Plastic Waste Crime

the US exports have not diminished despite the new 
rules and � agged three active shipments moving to 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and India. Already, there have 
been strong reactions against these pending shipments.

When plastics are shipped overseas, it does not 
necessarily mean that they will become  recycled 
products. It is common for children to sort piles 
of plastics where human rights and environmental 
regulations are less stringent. Unrecyclable materials 
in these countries are often disposed of in their dumps 
and waterways.

What can you do?
 For plastics, be careful to not contaminate 

materials collected for recycling. Check with your 
recycling collector to follow their instructions for 
which plastics they accept in the recycling container 
and which plastics they don’t want. No matter what 
is printed on a plastic bag about recyclability or 
compostability, DO NOT put plastic bags in your 
recycling curbside container. Di� erent plastics can look 
very similar and you cannot rely on the manufacturers’ 
recycling labels. � e best action you can take regarding 
plastics is to avoid them at the point-of-purchase and 
adopt new shopping habits with reusable, re� llable, 
returnable food and beverage packaging. An upcoming 
public education campaign will provide Humboldt 
shoppers with a checklist for easy alternatives to 
single use plastic bags and containers. For assistance 
in reducing your plastic consumption and waste, email 
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com.  

Zero Waste Humboldt joins our fellow Zero Waste 
organizations for a national kick-o�  campaign, “ReOpen 
with Reuse” to help businesses, schools, organizations 
and individuals adopt better alternatives to single-use 
plastics.  Plastic Free July is an annual campaign - we 
encourage EcoNews readers to join with us for a step-
by-step approach to new habits.

US plastic waste exports by state to non-OECD destinations 
(Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development.)

Graph source: Basel Action Network (ban.org)



Over several consecutive days in April 2018, 
observers estimated over 100,000 shorebirds 
amassed on Arcata Bay. Above: A mixed species 
flock of shorebirds en route to a high tide roost on 
Arcata Bay. Photo by Leslie Scopes Anderson.

RRAS Virtual Program Presentation
Please join us on Friday, July 9th, at 7 pm, for

Humboldt Bay – premier site of conservation for 
shorebirds along the Pacific Americas Flyway

With Mark Colwell
Mark Colwell is a professor in the Wildlife Department at 
HSU where he has taught since 1989. Mark began studying 
shorebirds as a graduate student, working on Wilson’s 
Phalarope and Spotted Sandpiper. HSU honored Mark as 
Scholar of the Year in 2007 and Outstanding Professor in 
2013. He finished a 20-year study of Snowy Plovers in 
2019 and continues to work to promote Humboldt Bay’s 
importance to shorebirds, which will be the subject of his 
online talk.

As quintessential migrants, many shorebirds wend their 
way between distant breeding and non-breeding grounds, 
stopping at key wetlands to refuel. Humboldt Bay is one 
of those critical sites along the Pacific Americas Flyway. 
Recently, the bay received added recognition within the 
Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network for its 
year-round importance to shorebirds. Mark will summarize 
the information justifying this recognition and address 
conservation threats that jeopardize shorebird populations.

Please visit our website, rras.org for the Zoom link.
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Windsurfing Ravens
By Rose Albert
Last week I made my way over to one of my favorite 
birding-from-your-car spots. An area known as 
“V-street loop,” or Old Samoa Road in Arcata. On this 
day, there were particularly strong winds. I pulled over 
to retrieve my spotting scope from the back of my car 
when I noticed three Common Ravens hovering over 
a tree.

I watched them for a little while and noticed they 
seemed to be using the wind to windsurf. They would 
start perched at the very top of a cypress tree and with 
each gust of wind, launched themselves off the tree 
together, riding the wind upward about ten feet. Next, 
they’d tuck in their wings and free fall back down 
about 15 feet before opening their wings back up and 
riding the wind upward once again. They repeated this 
for as long as twenty minutes before I decided to move 
along and see what other birds I could find. 

Although ravens are a common, widespread 
species around the world and often overlooked, I find 
myself mesmerized by their intelligent and thought-
provoking behavior. This observation got me thinking; 
were the ravens windsurfing to learn and practice vital 
life skills, or was it simply for pleasure? This question 
led me into a deep hole of endless scientific research 
papers. Scientists believe that play is a mechanism that 
is most frequently exhibited by mammals and birds 
to aid in the development of learned behaviors that 
will help juveniles to be better equipped with survival 
techniques once they are adults.

Common in mammals, play is seldom observed 
and much harder to identify in avian species. There 
is one exception to this; corvids. Play seems to be a 
daily activity for most crows and ravens, but especially 
the Common Raven. The overriding consensus by 
scientists seems to find that play, exhibited by corvids, 
is likely used to perfect motor function and survival 
skills. Additionally, play is, in many cases, most 

correlated with a combination of delayed reproduction 
and lasting relationships between adults and juveniles.

This means that the likelihood of a Common Raven 
exhibiting play behavior is increased in individuals that 
reproduce at a later time than what would normally 
be expected for the species, whilst maintaining their 
juvenile relationships with other adults. This could be 
because ravens, who are sexually mature but have not 
yet reproduced, have more time to play, as opposed to 
focusing their energy on ensuring the survival of their 
offspring. To put this into perspective, the average 
age that humans start a family is approximately 26.9 
years old. With this being said, humans that are 26.9 
years old and have not yet reproduced, may have an 
increased likelihood to “play”, given that they are not 
having to provide for a family. 
There are 7 types of play that have been observed by 
scientists. The type that I observed is known as, “Flight 
Play” which is classified by random aerial acrobatics. 
Ravens utilize aerial maneuvers during dominance 
display, courtship, and avoidance of predatory raptors. 
This leads me to conclude that the windsurfing ravens 
were likely using “play” to aid in the development of 
learned behaviors that would help them in their efforts 
to successfully mate and/or avoid predators.

View rras.org for more details and how to register for all 
walks, or contact our Field Trips Chair, Janelle Chojnacki 
at janelle.choj@gmail.com.
Current COVID protocols will be in place.

RRAS Field Trips in July!
Sat. July 3rd – 8:30-11a.m. Arcata Marsh with 
leader, Chet Ogan.
Sun. July 11th – 7-9a.m. Samoa Dunes and 
Wetlands with Daisy Ambriz-Peres. Be the early 
bird in the second of our monthly Women & Girls’ 
Birding Walks series – this walk will be bilingual, 
in Spanish and English.
Únase a la Sociedad Audubon de la Region 
Redwood el domingo 11 de julio de 7:00 a.m. a 9:00 
a.m. para una caminata bilingüe (español / inglés) 
de observación de aves para mujeres y niñas en la 
Área de Conservación de Dunas y Humedales de 
Samoa con la líder Daisy Ambriz-Peres. Esta es el 
segunda caminata de una serie de viajes mensuales 
de observación de aves dirigidos por mujeres para 
mujeres y niñas; enfocado en la creación de espacios 
inclusivos y colaborativos para observadoras 
de aves tanto novatas como experimentadas. Se 
requieren reservaciones y el espacio es limitado. 
Visite www.rras.org para conocer las regulaciones 
de COVID-19. Póngase en contacto con janelle.
choj@gmail.com para obtener más información y 
hacer una reserva.
Sun. July 11th – 9-11 a.m. Humboldt Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge with Ralph Bucher.
Sun. July 18th – 9-11 a.m. Eureka Waterfront Trail 
with Ralph Bucher.
Sat. July 24th – 8:30-11 a.m. Arcata Marsh with 
Larry Karstead.



President’s Column
By Gail Kenny
Now that COVID restrictions are lightening 
up, I encourage you to take advantage of 
going on field trips whether they are RRAS 

sponsored, your own or with other organizations. Along 
with our usual monthly field trips at the Arcata Marsh, 
Eureka Waterfront, and Humboldt Bay National Wildlife 
Refuge, we have added some additional field trips including 
a monthly series of Women and Girls’ Birding walks.

On May 23, I co-lead a walk with RRAS Secretary, 
Andrew Orahoske, around Trinidad Head. After days of 
strong winds starting early in the day, we had a bright sunny 
and warm morning with little wind. Of our group of seven, 
three of us were new to birding. Our focus were the seabird 
breeding colonies on the offshore rocks where we saw 
hundreds of Common Murres, along with large numbers of 
cormorants including Pelagic, and Brandt’s. We saw a few 
Brown Pelicans, Pigeon Guillemots, Black Oystercatchers, 
and lots of Western Gulls. The largest number of terrestrial 
birds we counted were 40 Wrentits.  A bonus were the sea 
lions occupying the bell buoy which Andrew helped identify 
as Steller’s Sea Lions by their vocalizations – something 
new I learned after living in Trinidad over 30 years!

In mid-May I attended a 4-day camping trip with the 
North Coast chapter of the California Native Plant Society 
to the North Fork of the Smith River. The weather, flowers, 
and company were great. We mostly explored serpentine 
soil habitats, which I learned are less birdy than other 
habitats that have soils with more nutrients. Serpentine soils 
are often high in pH and heavy metals and low in essential 

nutrients and water-holding capacity, making it challenging 
for plants and animals to thrive there. 

Botanists enjoy the serpentine soils because they 
are hosts to rare plants; some that have adapted to the 
environment by becoming insectivorous such as the pitcher 
plants (Darlingtonia). They also host a showy orchid called, 
California Lady Slippers (below right). There were several 
birders on the trip who made the trip even more fun. My 
favorite bird of the trip was a Townsend’s Solitaire. I came 
home with lots of flower photos, and a decent photo of a 
Western Wood Peewee (below left).

Thank you to everyone who participated in our joint 
on-line auction with Godwit Days. It was a big success. 
Special thanks to Sue Leskiw for her organizational skills 
and encouraging RRAS to join Godwit Days in this event, 
and to Gary Friedrichsen for taking the lead for RRAS.
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Book Review by CJ Ralph
A World on the Wing: The Global Odyssey of 
Migratory Birds, by Scott Weidensaul 
(2021. W. H. Norton & Co., 385 pp.)

In this very readable book, Weidensaul takes us on a 
riveting tour de force into the complexity of birds and 
their migrations. Reading it only once was not enough 
for me, as he quite lyrically pulls together and upgrades 
the readers’ understanding of the amazing adaptations 
that birds have evolved. Again, and again, throughout 
the book, he brings in salient facts in a prose style that 
is highly entertaining, as well as extremely informative. 
This book is full of cogent arguments for the importance 
of banding to bird conservation, the best that I have ever 
encountered in many decades of banding myself.

Weidensaul was a captivating speaker in Arcata for 
the 2011 Godwit Days festival. He has written over two 
dozen books on natural history, including the Pulitzer 
Prize finalist, “Living on the Wind,” about bird migration. 

He is an active field researcher, specializing in birds of 
prey and hummingbirds. I was in awe at his command 
of the scientific literature as demonstrated in this book. I 
learned a lot from it about the many tools used in studying 
bird migration, such as the tiny recorders and transmitters 
that banders attach to a wide variety of birds. He tells 
how these illustrate the complexity of migration, ranging 
from the incredibly diverse migration routes of a given 
warbler’s age and sex classes, to the herculean migration 
of godwits and even warblers, spanning many thousands 
of non-stop miles.  

The conservation implications and applications of 
capture and banding of birds is a steady beat throughout 
the book. As he says about miniaturized electronics, “this 
new capability has uncovered previously unrecognized 
threats, in some cases finally explaining long-standing, 
once mysterious declines, and giving conservationists 
a roadmap for reversing the damage.” For instance, he 
relates how banders using a network of monitoring stations 
have found that even before Barn Swallows began their 
dangerous migration to Argentina, “…almost 60 percent 
of the young birds had perished – an unsustainable rate 
of loss, and one that easily explains the barn swallows’ 
crashing population.” It also shows that the perils to this 
particular Neotropical migrant (as well as many others) lie 
in large part close to home, not thousands of miles away 
in the tropics.   

Nearest to my heart are his tributes to the “big 
data” that we all should aspire to gather, whether it is by 
participating in the cooperative banding programs that he 
highlights, or contributing time and data to the near-sacred 
temple of eBird. In summary, I can say that this book 
definitely made a better ornithologist of me. I strongly 
suspect that it will kindle (or rekindle) your interest in 
birds. If you have read it, good for you, if you haven’t, 
then get into it as quickly as you can! 

Above: Western Wood Pewee by Gail Kenny.
Above right: California Lady Slippers by Gail Kenny.

Kid’s Art Contest Winners!
Submitted by Sue Leskiw, Contest Coordinator
In this second spring of the coronavirus pandemic, 
nearly 300 school kids pulled out paints, pencils, 
pastels, or paste to enter the 18th Annual Student Bird 
Art Contest. Cosponsors were Friends of the Arcata 
Marsh and Redwood Region Audubon Society.

The contest is usually held in association with mid-
April’s Godwit Days Spring Migration Bird Festival in 
Arcata. When the festival decided to go virtual in 2021, 
the art contest followed suit, with entry and judging 
done online.

Some $450 were awarded in 27 monetary prizes, 
plus 19 honorable mentions. Winners from 2020 and 
2021 are on display at the Arcata Marsh Interpretive 
Center through August. Public viewing is possible on 
weekends only, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  A downloadable 
booklet containing the artwork will be posted in June at 
godwitdays.org, rras.org, and arcatamarshfriends.org.

Please also enjoy a selection of the artwork 
printed on pages 3 and 4 of this newsletter.



“Independence Day.”
By Marlon Sherman (Oglala Lakota),
Professor Emeritus of Native American Studies, 
Humboldt State University
For most people in this country, July 4th is a day to 
eat, celebrate and wave the stars and stripes. I pulled 
this from a patriotic website: “We celebrate American 
Independence Day on the Fourth of July every year. 
We think of July 4, 1776, as a day that represents the 
Declaration of Independence and the birth of the United 
States of America as an independent nation.” For 
me, an Oglala Lakota raised on a reservation, whose 
ancestors were either killed or oppressed, and whose 
contemporaries often still die because of government 
laws and actions, the 4th is a bitter reminder of who 
we are, and are not, in our own lands. We didn’t gain 
freedom because of the Declaration; we LOST freedom. 
We know (or should know), that at the time of its writing, 
the Declaration of Independence held meaning only for 
white, male, taxpaying, property owners. The drafters 
specifically excluded Indigenous Peoples, calling us 
“merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of 
Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction, of all Ages, 
Sexes and Conditions.”  

Those FFs (Founding Fathers) defined Indigenous 
Peoples only in terms of their ability to fight back 
against the genocidal invaders. The FFs ignored the 
broader, more intimate and more important relationships 
Native Peoples had with the Earth; the waters, the 
animals, fish and birds. Especially the birds. Many of the 
Peoples captured live birds such as eagles, hawks and 
condors, and then removed one or two feathers for use 
in ceremonies. Then they released the birds with thanks.

After the high-sounding Declaration, this country 
that holds the Christian Bible upside down, and that 
touches the book in order to swear solemn oaths, has 
also used that very book to enslave humans, to oppress 
women, to abuse and kill dark-skinned immigrants and 
to perform genocides on Indigenous Peoples; none of 
whom were included in the Declaration.  

Instead of celebrating a document that calls us warlike 
savages, some new “Founders” could become our BFFs 
and write and celebrate something new that recognizes 
our Peoples’ early efforts toward peacefully welcoming 
and helping the newcomers survive as immigrants. This 
new celebration (without PTSD-inducing fireworks) 
could acknowledge the need for making real friends and 
family with people, other animals, and trees.

I think about these things and I would love to stick 
my head in the sand for the entire 4th, but I can’t because 
then I couldn’t breathe, so I sit on the sofa and turn the 
TV up loud, trying to drown out the sounds of little 
bombs exploding. •

Images:
Above Top: Lazuli Bunting 
atop a Cottonwood tree on 
the levee.
Above: A Bullock’s Oriole 
Nest. The chicks’ parents 
were hovering on nearby 
branches.
Right: First in the Women’s 
Birding Walk series, Blue 
Lake Cottonwoods.

Photos by Gisèle Albertine.

Birding with Women
By Jude Power

On the first Sunday of June, RRAS ran its inaugural 
birding field trip specifically focused on women 
and girls. The idea was to create an environment 
in which women and girls would feel safe in a non-
threatening, and non-competitive atmosphere, and 
comfortable asking basic questions or risking incorrect 
identifications. Although I arrived at the Blue Lake 
meeting place early, many parking places were already 
taken. A good sign.

The trip was ably led by Janelle Chojnacki, a raven 
researcher and experienced overall birder. In most 
respects, it was a typical RRAS birding trip, stopping 
at spots likely to offer different suites of birds: the 
east levee for a brilliant sunlit Lazuli Bunting, the 
erratic song of Yellow-breasted Chat, and lessons on 
White-bellied and other swallows; the Hatchery Road 
bridge for White-throated Swift, Northern Rough-
winged Swallow and Killdeer on the gravel bar; and 
the enormous cottonwood stand full of flycatchers, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak and 
Bullock’s Oriole (active nest!). 

But in other ways, it was not like a typical birding 
trip. There was an immediate spirit of comradery, and 
the level of enthusiasm and curiosity was high. From 
start to finish, novice women birders approached 
those with more experience, seeking clarification and 
understanding. The group was relaxed and excited at 
once, and it was a pleasure to see so much interest in 
the birds we share this special county with. The test of 
this field trip experiment may be attendance at the next 
five in the series. Does it make a difference to women 
and girls that they can go birding with other female 
birders such that they will continue to seek this type 
of opportunity? Ideally, this unique offering will bring 
more women and girls into the birding community

At the very least, it was a fun time spent with a 
large, happy group of bird enthusiasts. Please join 
us July through November on the first Sunday of the 
month,* to learn more about how birds change with 
the seasons.

See the RRAS website at rras.org for more 
information on trips and how to register, or contact 
RRAS Field Trip Chair, Janelle Chojnacki at janelle.
choj@gmail.com. •

(* July’s trip will be held on the 2nd Sunday to avoid 
July 4th, and will be led by Daisy Ambriz-Peres in 
Spanish and English.)

An Indigenous Perspective on –

Above: Osprey by Emileigh Schmidt, 6th 
Grade, Stanford Murphy Elementary, Scotia.



POETRY ZONE
About This Poem
“This poem addresses the alive, sentient world 
and all its creations. It is about the arrival of the 
new people on this continent that came from their 
own failed worlds, and saw this one, as well, 
through their western philosophical lens, which 
failed in other places. Nevertheless, our older 
understanding of this world, and Indigenous 
knowledge, have remained. They have been re-
acknowledged and have the brilliant intelligence 
of what is called now nature.”
– Linda Hogan, Writer in Residence for The 
Chickasaw Nation, and Professor Emerita, 
University of Colorado.

Map
By Linda Hogan
This is the world
so vast and lonely
without end, with mountains
named for men
who brought hunger
from other lands,
and fear
of the thick, dark forest of trees
that held each other up,
knowing fire dreamed of swallowing them
and spoke an older tongue,
and the tongue of the nation of wolves
was the wind around them.
Even ice was not silent.
It cried its broken self
back to warmth.
But they called it
ice, wolf, forest of sticks,
as if words would make it something
they could hold in gloved hands,
open, plot a way
and follow.
This is the map of the forsaken world.
This is the world without end
where forests have been cut away from their 
trees.
These are the lines wolf could not pass over.
This is what I know from science:
that a grain of dust dwells at the center
of every flake of snow,
that ice can have its way with land,
that wolves live inside a circle
of their own beginning.
This is what I know from blood:
the first language is not our own.
There are names each thing has for itself,
and beneath us the other order already moves.
It is burning.
It is dreaming.
It is waking up.

From DARK. SWEET.: New and Selected Poems (Coffee 
House Press, 2014) © 2014 by Linda Hogan.

Above: Belted Kingfisher by Owen Rogers, 1st 
Grade, Jacoby Creek Elementary School.

Above: Ferruginous Hawk by Francisco Tovar, 6th 
Grade, Northern United Charter School.

Above: Pileated Woodpecker by Xatimniim 
Drake, 11th Grade, Hoopa Valley High.

Above: Northern Flicker by October Mintey, 7th 
Grade, Freshwater Elementary School.

Student Bird Art Contest Winners
(Also see Osprey on p. 3)

Above: Western Bluebird by Berna Queen-
er, 2nd  Grade, Mattole Elementary School.
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about the issues at hand and step forward to take a 
stand for their futures. 

� e Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest is a 
wild and tangled map consisting of often overlapping 
groups including but not limited to: the Coyote Valley 

Band of Pomo, the Mendocino 
Trail Stewards, � e Mama Tree 
Network, Families for the Forest, 
The Mendocino Environmental 
Action Collaborative, Redwood 
Nation Earth First! and the broad 
community of concerned citizens 
that have risen up to demand that 
these forests not be logged. 

� ese groups have their own 
approaches, making room in the 
movement for all who are interested. 
Perhaps one of the most spectacular 
aspects of the movement is the 
participation of youth. 

In early May, a local 5 year-
old resident named Jory and her 
father invited other families out to 
spend a Saturday strategizing. � is 

blossomed into a weekly gathering, with children of all 
ages bringing their parents to learn about the forest, 
paint signs, and participate. During the introductory 
circle of one such Saturday gathering Jory stated: “I 
look up and I think if we don’t have the trees… we’ll 
die. Because the trees make the oxygen we breathe.” 

Coastal Redwoods are the charismatic megafauna 
of the forest, towering velvety giants with silver red 
bark that have stood since the time of the dinosaurs. 
But trees do little compared to the forests they make 
up. Second growth redwood forests are the world's 

Michelle McMillan, Mama Tree Network

� e future can be daunting - especially when you’re 
young, and staring down the barrel of climate instability. 
A tree sit is simple. It takes a nebulous conversation 
and distills it to the most minute point: Do not cut 
this tree.  On April 9, an 18 year old Mendocino High 
School senior going by the name of “Greasy Pete” 
climbed onto a plywood platform some 60 feet up a 
redwood named Mama Tree. By inhabiting this space 
on the western edge of Jackson Demonstration State 
Forest (JDSF), he gave the broader public a focal point 
around which to rally. 

Mama Tree is an approximately 200 year old 
redwood, growing in the Caspar 500 Timber Harvest 
Plan (THP), a 500 acre portion of the 5 square miles 
currently approved for cut in JDSF. Comprised of nearly 
50,000 acres, Jackson touches many communities and 

is a signi� cant tourism draw for the county. � e tree sit 
marked a shift in the movement to protect the forest, 
but it certainly wasn’t the beginning. 

In early April, the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo 
awaited a promised government-to-government 
consultation to discuss the return of JDSF to tribal 
control.  � e Mendocino Trail Stewards called for public 
participation via their petition, and the surrounding 
community looked for ways to voice their concerns. 
Yet the conclusion seemed forgone. Logs had been 
sold, a contract signed, and timber harvest was set 
to start soon. 

And then, a strange nest appeared in the Mama 
Tree. � e community responded swiftly and exuberantly. 
� ere were rallies, blockades, and trainings, hosted 
by and for activists who stressed the importance 
of nonviolence principles. In the months since, the 
movement has only grown, as more people learn 

Collaborative Future Making:
� e Movement to Save Jackson Demonstration State Forest

most e�  cient carbon sequestering ecosystems and 
have been shown to draw upwards of 30 inches of 
fog drip into the watershed during the dry season. 
California is in the middle of a record-high drought 
year, and it needs that water more than ever. Many are 
being put on water rations, and the state as a whole is 
gearing up for another catastrophic wild� re season. 

For decades now, the public has been fed a story 
in which logging plays a key role in managing � re 
risk. This could not be further from the truth. A 
growing body of research suggests that commercial 
logging creates conditions for out of control wild � re. 
Fire on its own is bene� cial to redwood ecosystems, 
and the land depends on it for balance.  It is the type 
of � re that springs out of scarred landscapes that 
should be feared. Pillaged groves left behind after 
logging operations have less of a canopy to shade 
the ground, and are much more susceptible to wind 
penetration - two factors that increase overall forest 
dryness. Additionally, logging replaces large trees with 
kindling-sized new growth, and often results in the 
creation of large waste piles of dry wood. 

CalFire operates in a closed loop in JDSF, writing 
and approving its own Timber Harvesting Plans 
(THP) with little thought for community input. In 
the months since Greasy � rst climbed Mama Tree, 
some 20 individuals have taken shifts on the platform, 
some for mere hours, others for weeks at a time. � ey 
have been teenagers eager to take action, older folks 
saddened by a lifetime of witnessing these backwards 
timber operations take place, and all ages in between.  

Logging started in the Caspar 500 THP early on 
the morning of June 10. Although the � rst trees have 
fallen, the Coalition to Save Jackson State Forest has 
never been about just one tree, and the movement 
to transform forestry practices into something more 
helpful than harmful only grows. 

� ose wishing to learn more about the science of 
forestry or the conversation 
taking place in JDSF should 
visit the Mendocino Trail 
Stewards website. 

You can find the tree 
sitters on Instagram @mama.
tree.mendo, or reach them 
by email at mama.tree.
mendo@gmail.com 

OldGrowthTimbers.com 707-834-5340
USED REDWOOD LUMBER

Lorelei Lane, Arcata

"Be community. listen. share. learn. honor. grow." Photo source: Michelle McMillan

"Save Jackson State Forest. Climate Over Pro� t. Support the 
Tree sit." Photo source: Michelle McMillan
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meeting with a representative from Humboldt County’s 
O�  ce of Planning, Save California Salmon suggested that 
third-party, independent oversight should be required. 
In 2019, Nordic was found to be in violation of several 
of its permits in Norway regarding e�  uent, emissions, 
pollution, and waste controls. Aquaculture companies 
have a documented history of under-reporting leakages, 
breaks, and disease outbreaks. Companies rarely want 
to admit when something goes wrong. 

However, if something were to go wrong with this 
facility (as happens in aquaculture facilities worldwide), 
the consequences could be disastrous. Surfers who ride 
the waves of the Bay on a daily basis could be exposed 
to antibiotic resistant bacteria. Local ecosystems could 
be exposed to foreign pathogens, as Atlantic salmon 
carry viruses not found on the Paci� c coast. Critical 
habitats for Dungeness crab, green sturgeon, and 
juvenile salmon could be inundated with nitrogen-
induced toxic algae. � ose who depend on the Mad 
River for their water supply could be left without clean 
water, especially when water withdrawals are combined 
with ever more common conditions of severe drought. 
Part of the trouble stems from the fact that in order 
to get approval, Nordic only has to account for what 
happens within its project area. However, when the 
waters of Humboldt Bay become used as an industrial 
externality-cum-clean-up-method, the process of making 
industrial salmon becomes inherently intertwined with 
local ecosystems and communities.

� e residents of Humboldt County pride themselves 
on their self-su�  ciency, locally-grown foods, and 
developing a local and regional food system that 
empowers local producers. From tomatoes, honey, 
and mushrooms, to oysters, crabs, beef, cheeses, and 
breads, Humboldt County has a thriving local food 
movement. Global aquaculture companies are the 
antithesis of these e� orts. Often regarded as the latest 
turn in industrial food production, aquaculture is part of 
a broader restructuring of the � sheries industry wherein 
privatization and consolidation are forcing small-scale 

Disclaimer: � is is a guest opinion piece. � e ideas 
and views expressed in this article are not necessarily 
those of the Northcoast Environmental Center or 
its member groups.

Darcey Evans, Save California Salmon

Nordic Aquafarms, a multinational aquaculture 
corporation based in Norway, is proposing to re-develop 
the site of the former pulp mill on the Samoa Peninsula 
into a huge Atlantic salmon farm. � e recirculating 
aquaculture system (RAS) facility would use waters 
from Humboldt Bay and the Mad River to rear 25,000-
27,000 metric tons of Atlantic salmon per year in indoor 
tanks. At a harvest rate of 5kg per � sh, this suggests 
up to 5.4 million Atlantic salmon would be raised in 
Humboldt County every year for the next 30 years. 

While the farming of Atlantic salmon is mired 
in controversy worldwide, environmental groups 
and community members are concerned about the 
speci� cs of this project for several substantial reasons. 
� e proposal is energy intensive and would contribute 
to a large proportion of Humboldt County’s carbon 
dioxide emissions. Adjusting for Nordic’s revised solar 
electricity plan, the facility would increase Humboldt 
County’s electricity usage by 12% on a daily basis 
-- equivalent to building 10,000 new homes on the 
Peninsula. Combined with an additional 95 truck trips 
per week, the project contradicts many of Humboldt 
County’s own plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and strategically plan for climate change. Moreover, 
the amount of biological waste produced by a city of 
5.4 million � sh is equivalent to the human waste of 
174,000 people -- almost 4 times as much waste as is 
produced by the city of Eureka, and more than all the 
city municipal waste treatment plants in Humboldt 
County combined.

Another concern is water usage and discharge. � e 
facility would withdraw 10 million gallons of water per 
day from Humboldt Bay and 2.5 million gallons per 
day from the Mad River and local wells. In return, the 
facility would discharge 12.5 million gallons of water 
per day into the ocean via an underwater pipe that 
extends a mile and a half o� shore. � e wastewater 
e�  uent could be up to four degrees warmer than ocean 
conditions and would deposit several hundred metric 
tons of nitrogen compounds into the ocean each year, 
along with bodily byproducts carrying pathogens, 
industrial cleansers, and antibiotic residue.

Nordic Aquafarms claims that � sh escapes and 
disease transmission to local ecosystems is “near to 
impossible,” but who will be in charge of monitoring the 
facility to ensure that � sh are not su� ering from disease, 
that bio� lters and disinfectant protocols are working 
properly, and that e�  uent is not harboring microscopic 
parasites and antibiotic resistant bacteria? At a recent 

Farm-Raising Atlantic Salmon in Humboldt:
Risky for Ecosystems and Communities 

� shers out of business. � e � shing industry is uniquely 
positioned to support a vast diversity of locally owned 
and operated businesses if the County were to take 
real steps to support healthy ecosystems. However, 
Nordic’s facility would only employ, at a maximum, 
150 people. � e fact that Indigenous and commercial 
� shers currently cannot � sh to feed or support their 
families, while the same waters would be used to grow 
millions of Atlantic salmon, is a severe misplacement 
of priorities. Concentrating food production in the 
hands of a multinational corporation is not what real 
food security, sustainability, or economic revitalization 
looks like- for Humboldt or for California.

Finally, it is important to highlight that Nordic’s 
proposal for Humboldt County is an industrial 
experiment not really seen before. Only in its Norwegian 
facility does it also raise Atlantic salmon, but there it 
operates on a much smaller scale (1,500 metric tons 
of production vs. 27,000 proposed in Humboldt). Its 
proposed project in Maine, which has been met with 
ongoing controversy for years, is also much smaller (e.g. 
e�  uent would discharge at a rate of 7.7 million gallons 
per day vs. 12.5 proposed in Humboldt). � e facility in 
Humboldt would likely be among the largest Atlantic 
salmon farms in the world. Humboldt County would 
be playing host to an experimental industry, the likes 
of which is unprecedented on the entire West Coast. 
Are we really willing to take that risk with our coastal 
waters and ecosystems?

Aquaculture is often proposed as a sustainable 
solution for growing global demands for seafood. 
� e industry makes claims to “feeding the world” 
through a seemingly endless supply of cheap salmon. 
However, we must think critically about the projects 
that big corporations propose in our communities. 
On May 25, a day after public comments were due 
on Humboldt County’s Initial Study and Mitigated 
Negative Declaration, Governor Newsom and the Biden 
Administration announced a potential $20 million in 
funding that would reshape the Samoa Peninsula. A 
wind farm plus an Atlantic salmon farm could be coming 
to our coastline in the near future. Renewed attention 
to the conditions of the Bay present a critical moment 
in which residents of Humboldt County can advocate 
for projects that can work for the bene� t of local 
livelihoods, economies, ecosystems, and communities. 

Humboldt County residents know that ecological 
sustainability and thriving local economies go hand 
in hand. As Humboldt residents and political leaders 
grapple with these generation-de� ning decisions, we 
must strive to create a region that protects its ecosystems 
-- especially in the face of climate change -- and works 
for all of its residents and for future generations. Our 
ecosystems and communities are depending on it. 

Computer-generated photo illustration showing how Nordic 
Aquafarms’ proposed recirculating aquaculture system 
(RAS) facility would look on the Samoa Peninsula.  Image via 

County of Humboldt.
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Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Poaching is most often associated with charismatic 
megafauna, like elephants, bears and rhinos, but here on 
the north coast another poaching trend has emerged in 
recent years: succulents. In 2018, California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) intercepted thousands 
of poached Dudleya, an attractive succulent that can 
be sold for up to $1000 per plant on the black market, 
primarily in Korea, China and Japan. Dudleya, a genus of 
succulents (26 species of which are native to California and 
grow along coastal cli� s) has soared in popularity due to 

Proposed Senate Bill Would Stop Succulent Poaching
social media platforms like Pinterest and Instagram. � e 
poaching of Dudleya is not only environmentally harmful 
because its removal can destabilize blu� s and coastal 
cli� s, but also due to the rarity of the plants; more than 
half of California’s species are rare and ten are classi� ed 
as threatened or endangered under the Federal and/or 
California Endangered Species Acts.

� is surge in high-pro� le poaching arrests led to the 
introduction of AB 223, introduced by Asm. Member 
Christopher Ward of San Diego, which would make 
Dudleya poaching illegal. � e bill, which recently passed 
from the Assembly, makes it explicitly unlawful to steal 
and sell Dudleya taken from state, local, or private lands, 
and establishes strong penalties for violations. � e bill 
language stipulates a � ne of not less than $5,000 per plant 
and up to six months in jail for a � rst o� ense and a � ne 
of not less than $40,000 per plant and up to six months 
in jail for a second o� ense. In addition, violators may be 
liable for the cost of replanting seized Dudleya. � e bill 
will now move to the California Senate.

Dudleyas are also known as “liveforevers” due to 
their individual longevity and hardiness, a somewhat 
deceptive name given the rarity of many species. A quick 

internet search 
reveals hundreds 
of (presumably 
nursery-grown)
species for sale, a 
testament to how 
p o p u l a r  th e s e 
plants are. Those 
of us who live on 
the north coast are 
fortunate enough 
to be able to visit 
Dudleya in it s 
natural habitat, so 
there is no need to 
take them home. 
However, we can be vigilant for signs of poaching as we 
are out exploring the coast, including disturbed earth and 
dropped plants. Poaching of any kind can be reported to 
CDFW at (888) 334-2258.

Photo left and above : Dudleya farinosa. Common name: Blu�  
lettuce. Photo source: Ann Wallace

- Butterfly Chrysalis Art -
EcoNews Community Creations

Xenia Mateiu, Village Rock Shop 

My name is Xenia Mateiu and I am the owner of 
� e Village Rock Shop, a small, local gemstones and 
crystals gift shop in Carlsbad, California. A special event 
is happening in the shop this spring, we have butter� ies 
growing in the shop, and they usually spend a whole 
day, strengthening their wings after hatching until they 
become strong enough to venture out into the world. 

� is all started unintentionally over the covid-19 
pandemic when we hired a gardener to improve our 
outdoor space. During this time our landscape had 
improved along with our knowledge of plants that attract 
butter� ies. 

One of the plants butter� ies like the most is Milkweed 
so we included it in our green space. It wasn’t long until 
we started to observe the beautiful metamorphosis that 
butter� ies go through. � e larvae eat the plant’s leaves 

then try to � nd a safe place to form the chrysalis and 
start their transformation process. As the plants were 
close to the store’s entrance a couple of larvae got in and 
created their chrysalis inside the shop.

While everything was shut down due to the pandemic, 
I would go to the store daily to work on our website, and 
package and ship products. Now I was blessed with having 
a fascinating event to also watch unfold in front of me, 
over the course of a couple of weeks. I had personally 
never seen a chrysalis form or knew anything about this 
process and I found it truly fascinating. 

Now, we also bought a milkweed plant inside our 
store and whenever we � nd larvae outside we bring a 
couple inside to watch this wonderful process again and 
again. No matter what stage our butter� ies are in, people 
love coming in to see them. If we are in the chrysalis 
stage, people are always fascinated, as some have never 
seen this stage. Photo source: Xenia Mateiu.
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until December of 2021 to � nalize these maps, the 
window for public comment is narrow with only one 
public meeting scheduled for the North Coast on July 
1. But don’t worry: you have other ways to make your 
voice heard. More on that below.

One of the criteria for redistricting that is laid out 
in the California Constitution is that districts should 
be comprised of a speci� c “community of interest.” 
� is is de� ned as, “a population which shares common 
social and economic interests that should be included 
within a single district for purposes of its e� ective 
and fair representation.”  When commenting to the 
commission, it’s important to tell them the economic 
and social interests that bind your community together, 
why your community should be kept together for fair 
and e� ective representation, where your community 
is located and what nearby areas you do and do not 
want to be grouped with.

� ere are a number of ways that the current District 
2 represents a community of interest. Trinity, Del Norte, 
Humboldt and Mendocino County all have extensive 
public lands that bene� t from being represented by the 
same congressperson. � e district is also comprised of 
areas that have been heavily impacted by the timber 
industry, but the economy has now shifted to wine, 
cannabis growing and outdoor recreation. Our climate 

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Article One of the United States Constitution 
establishes the United States House of Representatives 
and apportions Representatives to each state based on 
population, with the stipulation that the district lines 
must be redrawn every ten years, when the U.S. Census 
is done. � e 2020 Census, though impacted greatly by 
the pandemic, has been � nalized and the � rst results 
were released in April of 2021, showing where and how 
populations have changed. For the � rst time in a century, 
California will be losing a congressional seat, meaning 
this year’s redistricting process will potentially have a 
big impact on the 2nd Congressional District, which 
includes Humboldt, Del Norte, Trinity, Mendocino 
and Marin Counties and parts of Sonoma County.

Unlike many other states in which the legislature 
draws district boundaries, California’s redistricting is done 
by a non-partisan Citizens Redistricting Commission 
made up of � ve Republicans, � ve Democrats, and four 
people not a�  liated with either of those two parties. � e 
Commission will hold public meetings, accept public 
comments, and then, based on public feedback, redraw 
the lines for the House of Representatives districts, 40 
Senate districts, 80 Assembly districts, and four Board 
of Equalization districts. � ough the Commission has 

Redrawing � e Lines: Redistricting on the North Coast
and environment have helped to shape the economies 
of the area, whether it is wood, wine, or weed, and 
we have developed a similar culture that prioritizes a 
clean, healthy environment. If we look at it from the 
perspective of watersheds, Trinity County is home to 
headwaters that � ow outward to the coast. And the 
coast from Marin to the Oregon border shares a similar 
climate which shapes the species (including humans) 
that call it home. 

As it states on Citizens Redistricting Commissions 
website, “One of the greatest powers that the people 
of California have is to elect their own representatives 
to conduct the business of their government.” How 
these Congressional lines are redrawn can have a 
huge impact on conservation e� orts in our bioregion. 
Whether it is addressing sea level rise or the threat of a 
warming climate on our economies, the environmental 
challenges of the present and future will best be met 
by a united North Coast.
To make public comment to the Commission: 
• Email: voters� rstact@crc.ca.gov. (please CC epic@

wildcalifornia.org on your comments so we can 
track who has participated.)

• Website: Drawmycacommunity.org.
• Writing to the Commission: 721 Capitol Mall, Suite 

260, Sacramento, CA 95814.

Sweet Carrots and Uncomfortable Sticks
Colin Fiske, CRTP Executive Director

Climate chaos presents a clear and urgent mandate 
for people to change many of their behaviors. With 
transportation now accounting for the largest share 
of domestic greenhouse gas emissions, transportation 
behaviors are among those in most desperate need of 
changing. Speci� cally, most people need to drive a lot less. 
Even with a transition to zero-emission vehicles under 
way, studies estimate that people in the United States will 
have to reduce the miles they drive by somewhere between 
17%1 and 70%2 per capita over the next decade or two in 
order to meet international climate targets.

Unfortunately, the academic literature in the � elds 
of both psychology and transportation makes a pretty 
compelling case that—even when presented with the 
evidence—people will not simply make the “rational” 
choice to drive less. Instead, we’ll have to create new 
conditions—� nancial, social, and infrastructural—that 

encourage people to make the right choices. And let me 
be clear: when I say “people,” what I mean is really “us.” In 
order to compel our friends, our families, our neighbors 
and ourselves to behave di� erently, we must be willing to 
face our own complicated psychologies.

In the policy world, behavior change strategies are 
often classi� ed as either “carrots” or “sticks,” named after the 
prototypical alternatives for encouraging a horse or other 
beast of burden to move faster. (It’s a notable coincidence 
that this widely used metaphor comes from the world of 
transportation.) Generally, of course, carrot policies are 
much more popular than stick policies. On the North 
Coast, for example, new trails, bike lanes, sidewalks and 
bus routes are all broadly popular, as are employer and 
landlord incentives for biking, carpooling or transit. � ese 
are all “carrots,” in that they create incentives or remove 
barriers to the kind of low-carbon transportation that we 
need to see more of. And they work—up to a point. � at’s 
why CRTP advocates so hard to support these critical 
improvements.

But the research shows that the most e� ective way to 
change transportation behavior is to apply both carrots 
and sticks3—particularly “sticks” that increase the price 
of driving4. � at means that in order to meet our climate 
goals, we’re going to have to use some less appealing 
measures too: things like removing parking spaces and 
charging for those that remain, reducing speeds on major 
thoroughfares, removing lanes, and even closing some 
streets to vehicles entirely. In other words, we’re going 
to have to make it take longer, cost more, and be less 
convenient to drive.

It’s important to note that when advocating for policies 
like these, it’s rarely a good idea to talk about them as 
“sticks”—even if they will have that e� ect. Another well-
documented psychological phenomenon is that people 
are much more likely to take an action if it is framed in 
terms of potential gains rather than potential losses. And 
most policy sticks in the transportation world do have 
major upsides, too. Removing parking or driving capacity 
in our towns, for example, frees up space for bike lanes, 
parklets, outdoor dining, and more. � ose are the kinds 
of things we should be talking about.

Nevertheless, sticks are generally unpopular policy 
options. But if you believe in science—both the science 
of climate change and the science of behavior change—
it’s time to start advocating for uncomfortable policies 
like these. We need to provide just as much support for 
removing a row of parking spaces or a lane of travel as 
we do for building a new trail or sidewalk. Because the 
science is clear: we need carrots, but we need sticks too.

12017 Scoping Plan-Identi� ed VMT Reductions and Relationship to 
State Climate Goals. January 2019. California Air Resources Board.
2Jalel Sager et al. 2011. Reduce growth rate of light-duty vehicle travel 
to meet 2050 global climate goals. Environmental Research Letters 6. 
3Daniel P. Piatkowski et al. 2017. Carrots vs. sticks: assessing 
intervention e� ectiveness and implementation challenges for active 
transport. Journal of Planning Education and Research.
4Michael D. Meyer. 1999. Demand management as an element of 
transportation policy: using carrots and sticks to in� uence travel 
behavior. Transportation Research Part A: Policy and Practice.
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Ivy Munnerlyn, 
Coastal Programs Coordinator

Townsend's Chipmunk
Scienti� c Name: Tamias townsendii
Wiyot Name: Bushdou’l

� e Townsend's Chipmunk is one of the cutest 
critters in Humboldt forests. � ese feisty creatures 
can be quite aggressive with each other--especially 
the females, who are larger than males. Despite 
their animosity, these chipmunks will risk their own 
safety to warn neighbors of approaching predators. 
Townsend's chipmunks maintain a roughly 1-acre 
home range, where they forage for mushrooms, 
seeds, and berries which they carry in their cheek 
pouches. � ey prefer habitat with low shrubs that 
can provide cover, and rarely venture into open 
areas. Each chipmunk lives in their own burrow, 
which can reach up to 10m in length. 

Townsend’s chipmunks facilitate seed dispersal 
by collecting seeds and bringing them back to their 
burrow, where they will germinate if not eaten. 
Around here, temperatures don’t get cold enough to 
trigger hibernation and chipmunks will stay active 
throughout the winter. In colder climates, they will 
hibernate through the winter in dens positioned on 
rocky slopes. Once they wake up in the spring, it's 
time to mate! Females will give birth to 3-6 young, 
and care for them for 50 days before sending them 
o�  into the world. You can see these energetic little 
critters in the Arcata Community Forest, and other 
forested areas near water sources. 

Photos: Rick Cameron on Flickr.
Sources: animaldiversity.org

California Quail
Scienti� c Name: Callipepla californica
Wiyot Name: Dugak

Many of you may know the charming California 
Quail as the state bird of California. � ese birds, 
known as "dugak" in the Wiyot language, can be 
found in scrub brush, chaparral, farm � elds, and 
forest edges. � ey spend most of their time foraging 
for insects, which make up the majority of their diet 
along with plants. When foraging, quail will stick 
close to shrub cover that they can disappear under 
in case a predator spots them. 

During non-breeding times, quail form social 
groups called "coveys". Coveys travel, forage, and 
socialize together and especially love taking dust 
baths. To make a proper dust bath, a group of quail 
will settle down in soft dirt and shimmy on their 
bellies until a shallow indentation is formed. As 
they wiggle, they kick up a cloud of dust which 
helps maintain their feathers. Quail will continue 
to socialize while raising their chicks, forming 
"communal broods" with other families. 

Quail nest on the ground in shallow scrapes lined 
with soft plant matter. Females typically lay a clutch 
of 12 small speckled eggs, and can sometimes lay a 
second clutch if there is plentiful food that season. 
� ese charismatic critters can be seen scurrying 
around the edges of bushes, with males especially 
visible from their lookout spots on fenceposts and 
branches.

Sources: Wikipedia – CA Quail, & 
Audubon – CA Quail
Photo: Flickr – USFWS and Jim Sedgewick

Great Blue Heron
Scienti� c Name: Ardea herodias
Wiyot Name: Heluqhiyan 

� e Great Blue Heron is the largest species of 
heron in North America, with a wingspan of roughly 
2m. � ey are also a very widespread species, living 
in a huge variety of habitats all across the continent. 
As the climate warms, great blue herons are expected 
to thrive, with very little of their range becoming 
uninhabitable. In fact, their range is expected to 
expand North into the upper reaches of Canada 
and Alaska, making it as far as the Arctic Circle. 
You've probably seen this graceful bird slowly wading 
through the shallow waters of marshes, � ooded 
� elds, roadside ditches, ponds, and seasides. 

Great blue herons are generalist hunters, and 
will snack on rodents, � sh, reptiles, amphibians, 
and other birds. � ey use their sharp beaks to stab 
downward and spear their prey before gobbling it 
down. 

� ey are also generalists when choosing nest 
sites, and have been known to nest in trees, low 
shrubs, and on the ground. Females are responsible 
for creating the large, platform-like nest, and use 
materials brought to them by the male. 

If you visit Florida, you may get the opportunity 
to see a closely related species--the Great White 
Heron. Where the great blue has dusky blue/gray 
plumage, the great white is entirely white. Great 
blue herons are common in Humboldt county--
have you seen one?

Sources: Ode to the Great Blue Heron – Scienti� c 
American and Audubon.org
Photos: Andy Mor� ew and Diana Robinson on Flickr
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Carol

In 1938 the � rst clothes dryer was introduced in the 
United States.  � is new invention quickly caught on and 
now more than 90% of Americans and 80% of Canadians 
use them exclusively.  While almost half of Germans and 
Brits use electricity to dry clothing, fewer than a � fth of 

- Solar & Wind Powered Dryer -
the French, a tenth of the Japanese, and a tiny fraction 
of anybody else in the world uses anything other than 
a combination of wind and solar power to dry clothes.

Photo Caption: The most energy efficient clothes 
dryer on the market, the clothesline! This state-
of-the-art technology requires no electricity.

EcoNews Community Creations

Caroline Gri�  th, 
EcoNews Journalist

With so many issues to get involved in and so 
many ways to a� ect policy it can be hard to know 
where to start. Activism can take many forms, all 
of which are important contributions to the overall 
environmental movement. Whether you are a 
seasoned activist or just starting to dip your toes 
into environmental justice work, the NEC wants 
to help you deepen your understanding and think 
more strategically.

Our new community action group, Activate NEC, 
is a bi-weekly exploration of local environmental 
issues and the various ways that we, as individuals 
and in groups, can a� ect policy change. Each session 
will look at di� erent environmental issues a� ecting 
our bioregion and discuss the strategies and tactics 
that can be used to bring about desired changes. Since 
nothing happens in a vacuum, these sessions also 
focus on the intersections between environmental 
and social issues. 

Facilitated by EcoNews Journalist and longtime 
activist Caroline Gri�  th, these are participatory 
discussions about strategy and the variety of tactics 
that can be used, from lobbying legislators to art 
to letter writing to civil disobedience and boycotts. 
One upcoming topic of discussion (inspired by this 

Activate NEC: Community Action Group

month’s letter to EcoNews by Marisa on page 6) will 
be water usage on cannabis farms. 

Whether you are a research-minded, data-driven 
person who is concerned about this issue, a policy 
wonk who regularly attends Planning Commission 
meetings, or an aspiring activist who is worried 

about the drought and looking to see where you 
� t into this movement, Activate NEC can help you 
� gure out how to plug in. Join us the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of each month at 6pm. 

Visit yournec.org/activate for more details 
and zoom link.

YOURNEC.ORG
/BUT T-IN
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Some of Biden’s proposed changes include:  
• Rescind December 17, 2020 regulations that 

revised Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) process 
for considering exclusions from critical habitat 
designations (85 FR 82376 [public-inspection.
federalregister.gov]) in its entirety.

• Rescind regulatory de� nition of critical habitat 
which was promulgated December 16, 2020 (85 FR 
81411 [federalregister.gov]; December 16, 2020). 

• Revise the final rule of the August 27, 2019 
regulations adopted by the previous administration 
for listing species and designating critical habitat 
so the agencies are no longer required to  “reference 
possible economic or other impacts of such 
determination.” 

• Revise the August 27, 2019 regulations for 
interagency cooperation:  (84 FR 44976 
[federalregister.gov])  governing section 7 
consultation. � ough some consider this to be 
unnecessary, conservation agencies feel it avoids 
the “fox guarding the henhouse” scenario for 
analysis of impacts to listed species. 

• Reinstate protections for species listed as 
“threatened” vs “endangered” under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) that were changed by the  
August 27, 2019 ruling. � is reinstates important 
protective measures to assure threatened species 
do not become endangered. 

Biden Proposes Budget Increase to Police 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Polluter Policing Ability 

President Biden’s budget proposal would increase 
the EPA Inspector General’s (IG) budget by 7.8 
million more than it had in 2021 and would see an 
increased sta�  ng in � scal 2022.  

In addition, the Interior IG would receive an 
increase of about $20 million for 2022. It will be 
interesting to see, however, if in light of the recent 
Department of Interior IG’s unusual � nding of no 
fault by US Park Police in its response to the Black 
Lives Matter protests at Lafayette Square, this funding 
increase remains in the � nal budget.

 

Alaska and Indigenous People Get 
Mixed Messages

Just as the Alaska congressional delegation 
took a high � ve on early decisions by the Biden 
Administration to stop legal actions against petroleum 
exploration endeavors near the National Petroleum 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Atmosphere in Washington
The hot, humid, summer weather with the 

constant hum of 17 year cicadas sets the stage 
for politics. � is is the time of year when pre-air-
conditioned Washington once was in recess until 
autumn arrived. But now, there is no end to the 
political action and inaction by an increasingly 
divided congress and American population.

Although most media highlights the gridlock 
that has come to de� ne this city, there has been, 
in fact, new legislation introduced, new policies 
adopted, and progress  slowly being made.

Pollution: Environmental Justice
Rep. McEachin (D-VA) and Sen. Booker (D-NJ) 

announced they are adding the “Environmental Justice 
Legacy Pollution Cleanup Act of 2021” to the existing 
list of bills that would address environmental justice. 

Legacy pollution refers to the cumulative e� ects 
of environmental toxins that plague urban and 
developed rural areas of the nation resulting in 
poor air, water and soil pollution as well as aging 
infrastructure such as lead pipes that contaminate 
drinking water. 

Congressional supporters realize they may 
be blocked by the partisan split in the House and 
Senate but believe they can use the reconciliation 
legislative maneuver to succeed in passage. 

Revisions to Endangered Species Act 
Both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 

NOAA Fisheries, who have jurisdiction over the 
Endangered Species Act, have proposed regulatory 
changes based upon President Biden’s Executive 
Order 13990 [federalregister.gov] designed to 
reverse regulatory changes by the last administration 
meant to hogtie protection of rare species. This is 
a welcome change to conservationists after four 
years of attacks on the basic principles of protecting 
and restoring rare species and their habitats. 

 “The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is committed 
to working with diverse federal, Tribal, state 
and industry partners to not only protect and 
recover America’s imperiled wildlife but to ensure 
cornerstone laws like the Endangered Species Act 
are helping us meet 21st century challenges,” said 
Fish and Wildlife Service Principal Deputy Director 
Martha Williams. 

Eye onWashington

Reserve, Senator Murkowski (R-AK) expressed 
shock and displeasure when the administration 
announced it would halt oil and gas exploration 
in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR.)  
Meanwhile, Senator Menendez (D-NJ) re-energized 
a bill to outlaw drilling in the Atlantic Ocean. Similar 
legislation is expected to stop drilling along the 
Paci� c coast.

Surely the most exciting and surprising news of 
the month was the abandonment of the Keystone 
XL pipeline that proposed to carry some of the 
dirtiest carbon-packed tarsands oil from Canada to 
the Gulf of Mexico ports. Meanwhile, Indigenous 
tribes and 1,000 protestors engaged in a heated 
action against the “Line 3” pipeline in Minnesota 
that would replace an existing pipeline that carries 
similar tarsands across their lands and across the 
Mississippi river. � e Climate Crisis agenda will 
be fractured until the nation, including citizens, 
Congress and the President, come to agreement 
on a national strategy. 

Make your voice heard
Humboldt County Supervisors
1st District - Rex Bohn
707-476-2391 | rbohn@co.humboldt.ca.us
2nd District - Michelle Bushnel
707-476-2392 | mbushnell@co.humboldt.ca.u
3rd District - Mike Wilson
707-476-2393 | mike.wilson@co.humboldt.ca.us
4th District - Virginia Bass
707-476-2394 | vbass@co.humboldt.ca.us
5th District - Steve Madrone
707-476-2395 | smadrone@co.humboldt.ca.us

U.S. Senators - California
Senator Dianne Feinstein 
www.feinstein.senate.gov/public
Senator  Alex Padilla
www.padilla.senate.gov
Look up other senators here:
www.senate.gov/senators/index.htm

U.S. Representative - California District 2
Congressman Jared Hu� man
www.hu� man.house.gov
Look up other representatives here:
www.house.gov/representatives

California Governor
Governor Gavin Newsom
www.gov.ca.gov

Look up other California state legislators: 
www.� ndyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

Looking for someone not on this list? 
www.usa.gov/elected-o�  cials
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Get on Board for the Climate
Humboldt Climate Game Is Back

Martha Walden, 11th Hour

Oblivious to the looming pandemic last year, 11th 
Hour scheduled � ve public events from Rio Dell to 
McKinleyville in March and April. We were working 
to gather Humboldt folks interested in educating 
themselves about how to curb climate change, starting 
here at home. We wanted to accomplish this in a 
unique way by playing a game called Humboldt Climate 
Challenge. Unfortunately, only one event took place 
before the shelter-in-place mandate froze us in our 
tracks.

Much of life entered a state of suspended animation 
for quite a while. � e timing of the game events had 
been calculated to prepare as many people as possible 
for a round of robust public comment on Humboldt's 
Climate Action Plan (CAP), which was due to come 
out sometime during 2020. But as we all know, it 
was a long, strange year, and the CAP never poked 
its head out of the ground. It still hasn't, but we're 
hearing rumbles. 

Not long ago Humboldt County planner, Connor 
McGuigan, updated the Board of Supervisors on the 
plan's progress. � e � rst draft will make its debut any 
day now -- if it hasn't by the time of this printing -- and 
then California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
takes a whack at it. After that it's the public's turn. All 
we know so far is that the plan conforms to the state's 
recommendation to reduce emissions to 40% below 
1990 levels by 2030 and 80% by 2050. 

How will Humboldt accomplish these ambitious 
and very necessary goals? Here's where we � gured the 
Humboldt Climate Challenge would help educate and 
stimulate discussions. Wendy Ring, the creator of this 
cooperative game, has imagined a fantastical premise. 
� e universe mysteriously splits down the space / 
time continuum, creating two versions of itself -- the 
Do-niverse and the Don't-iverse. As you can probably 
guess, inhabitants of the latter don't muster the will to 
change the status quo, and conditions in Humboldt 
steadily worsen. Familiar landmarks � ood, and other 
disasters occur more and more frequently.

In the other half of the universe, players decide what 
changes must be e� ected and in what order. Which 
gives the most bang per buck? Rooftop solar or solar 

farms? Bike trails or EV infrastructure? Players utilize 
public and private funds, and economic bene� ts are 
factored in. It's a race against time.

As people get vaccinated and epidemic restrictions 
loosen, small gatherings seem safe again. Perhaps even 

Join the 11th Hour Humboldt Climate Challenge cooperative game. Anyone who would like to play the game, host a 
game, or help publicize games, can contact marthawalden@suddenlink.net

a little fun is permitted. Anyone who would like to 
play the game, host a game, or help publicize games, 
can contact me at marthawalden@suddenlink.net.  
Let's get ready for the Climate Action Plan. It's time 
to make up for lost time. 
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opportunities for game species;

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) announced tripling 
the size of the Flower Garden Banks National 
Marine Sanctuary; 

•  � e National Park Service budgeted $150 million 
for the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership 
Program, which helps build parks in underserved 
communities;

• NOAA with the State of Connecticut is creating 
a living classroom for education, research, and 
recreation by designating the new National 
Estuarine Research Reserve in Long Island Sound. 

� e “power of the purse” is held by Congress, 
not the President. In 2018, then-Congresswoman 
Haaland (D-NM) and now-retired Senator Udall (D-
AZ) introduced resolutions based on 30 X 30 concepts. 
� e legislation aimed to de� ne a national policy that 
future legislation could build upon to implement speci� c 
actions. Rep. Haaland introduced House Resolution 
835 with 43 cosponsors including Reps Hu� man and 
� ompson (both D-CA). 

Senate Resolution 372 introduced by Sen. Udall, 
was supported by over 180 conservation organizations 
and businesses including the California Native Plant 
Society, California Wilderness Coalition, Californians 
for Western Wilderness, Friends of the Lost Coast, 
Environmental Protection Information Center and 
Surfrider Foundation as well as national groups 
such as the Sierra Club, Friends of the Earth,  Ocean 
Conservancy  and the Center for Biological Diversity. 
� ose bills included provisions for additional wilderness 
designations, new national monuments, protection of 
wildlife corridors and reforestation projects. 

� e bills aimed to show Congressional support for 
the policies but did not include funding, which would 
have sent them to the black hole of the Appropriation 
Committee. Regardless, both languished without 
adoption in a divided Congress.  

In California, Gov. Gavin Newsom issued an 
executive order directing state agencies to catalogue, 
study and protect the state’s diversity of wildlife species. 
� e order also directs those agencies to develop nature-
based solutions to address climate change and carbon 
sequestration, create wildlife habitat, and bene� t all 
Californians, including those living in disadvantaged 
communities. 

� e Governor’s proposed budget included:
• $220m to restore the Salton Sea and mitigate 

the health e� ects of windblown dust to nearby 
communities;

• $100m for parks in local communities; 
• $200m for green space in urban areas;
• $65m for K-12 state parks education;
• $100m towards deferred maintenance in state 

parks;

Dan Sealy

“30 by 30 is about setting a goal and bringing 
people together on conservation to conserve lands 
for future generations — a bipartisan idea that is 
very popular with the American people.” — Interior 
Secretary Deb Haaland

� e concept has deep roots in  biologist E.O. 
Wilson’s philosophy of protecting half the earth, 
and two United Nation reports promoting a global 
strategy of protecting 30 percent of lands and oceans 
by the year 2030. Fifty nations have endorsed those 
recommendations. In the US this philosophy has been 
endorsed by most of the western states, introduced 
in the US Congress and most recently, resulted in 
recommendations made by President Biden. 

What the title “30 X 30” lacks in inspiration, it 
makes up for in ambition.  According to the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the U.S. is currently conserving 
around 26 percent of its coastal waters but only about 
12 percent of its land in a largely natural state.

President Biden’s efforts started in the first 
month of his term with Executive Order 14008 which 
launched a committee to make recommendations 
including 30 X 30 policies. Read the Executive Order 
here: Federal Register > Tackling the Climate Crisis 
at Home and Abroad. (www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2021/02/01/2021-02177/tackling-the-
climate-crisis-at-home-and-abroad) 

Included in these recommendations are programs 
aimed at increasing public support for conservation 
and stewardship and local partnerships:

• Conserving and restoring large, intact landscapes 
and wildlife corridors;

• Implementing land conservation strategies that 
contribute to climate solutions;

• Supporting the conservation and stewardship 
vision and priorities of Tribal Nations;

• Conserving more open lands and parks near 
communities of color and economically 
disadvantaged communities;

• Increasing access to outdoor recreation;
• Incentivizing and rewarding the voluntary 

conservation e� orts of � shers, ranchers, farmers, 
and forest owners;

• Creating jobs by investing in restoration and 
resilience projects and initiatives, including the 
Civilian Climate Corps.

In addition to those goals , the Biden-Harris 
administration has already put into action:

• Expansion of the voluntary Conservation Reserve 
Program with a goal of enrolling 4 million acres 
and capturing 3.6 million metric tons of CO2 
equivalent;

• � e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed 
expansion of hunting and sport fishing 

Time to Understand the “30 X 30” Strategy
• State parks passes for all California 4th graders 

and their families for a year.

“Audubon applauds the Governor’s leadership 
in setting an ambitious environmental agenda and 
proposing a bold state budget to meet those goals,” said 
Sarah Rose, Executive Director of Audubon California. 
“California cannot meet its carbon sequestration and 
climate adaptation goals without investing in climate-
smart strategies on working lands,” echoed Meghan 
Hertel, Director of Land and Water Conservation 
at Audubon California. “Programs like Audubon 
Conservation Ranching are developing new methods for 
ranchers to continue their operations while increasing 
carbon sequestration in rangeland soils, improving 
diversity of native plants, and providing habitat for 
imperiled grassland birds and other species.”

While 30 X 30 is beginning to take hold globally, 
domestically the policy appears to be more aspirational 
due to a politically divided citizenship and governments. 
� ough some actions would not result in “premier” 
biodiversity and carbon sequestration, any e� ort should 
help to reach this bold goal. � ough wilderness is 
generally considered the most protective use of large 
landscapes, urban parks can be surprising reservoirs 
of biodiversity. In the San Francisco Bay Area, “Over 
half of the bird species of North America and nearly 
one third of California's plant species are found 
within (the 82,791 acres of ) Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. Of those, 37 are listed as federally 
threatened or endangered” according to the National 
Park Service.  � e proposed policies even attempt 
to improve biodiversity of private lands that may be 
farms or ranches but are being developed into new 
housing and business centers. 

Hopefully state, national and international 
communities will embrace the 30 X 30 concept so 
that implementation can be funded along a focused 
and sustained path.

Listen to a lively discussion of the 30 X 30 policies 
with Jen Savage, Surfrider Foundation California Policy 
Coordinator, Scott Greacen, Conservation Director, 
Friends of the Eel River, and Tom Wheeler, Executive 
Director, Environmental Protection Information 
Center during the May 29 EcoNews Report: It 
Sounds Great on Paper: � e 30×30 Movement. � is 
and other EcoNews Report episodes can be found at 
yournec.org/econews-report/

S a t u r d a ys  
a t  1 0 A M

K H U M 
1 0 4 . 3 F M

Links for later listening will be posted to 

www.yournec.org/econews-report
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Get on Board for the Climate
Humboldt Climate Game Is Back

Martha Walden, 11th Hour

Oblivious to the looming pandemic last year, 11th 
Hour scheduled � ve public events from Rio Dell to 
McKinleyville in March and April. We were working 
to gather Humboldt folks interested in educating 
themselves about how to curb climate change, starting 
here at home. We wanted to accomplish this in a 
unique way by playing a game called Humboldt Climate 
Challenge. Unfortunately, only one event took place 
before the shelter-in-place mandate froze us in our 
tracks.

Much of life entered a state of suspended animation 
for quite a while. � e timing of the game events had 
been calculated to prepare as many people as possible 
for a round of robust public comment on Humboldt's 
Climate Action Plan (CAP), which was due to come 
out sometime during 2020. But as we all know, it 
was a long, strange year, and the CAP never poked 
its head out of the ground. It still hasn't, but we're 
hearing rumbles. 

Not long ago Humboldt County planner, Connor 
McGuigan, updated the Board of Supervisors on the 
plan's progress. � e � rst draft will make its debut any 
day now -- if it hasn't by the time of this printing -- and 
then California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
takes a whack at it. After that it's the public's turn. All 
we know so far is that the plan conforms to the state's 
recommendation to reduce emissions to 40% below 
1990 levels by 2030 and 80% by 2050. 

How will Humboldt accomplish these ambitious 
and very necessary goals? Here's where we � gured the 
Humboldt Climate Challenge would help educate and 
stimulate discussions. Wendy Ring, the creator of this 
cooperative game, has imagined a fantastical premise. 
� e universe mysteriously splits down the space / 
time continuum, creating two versions of itself -- the 
Do-niverse and the Don't-iverse. As you can probably 
guess, inhabitants of the latter don't muster the will to 
change the status quo, and conditions in Humboldt 
steadily worsen. Familiar landmarks � ood, and other 
disasters occur more and more frequently.

In the other half of the universe, players decide what 
changes must be e� ected and in what order. Which 
gives the most bang per buck? Rooftop solar or solar 

farms? Bike trails or EV infrastructure? Players utilize 
public and private funds, and economic bene� ts are 
factored in. It's a race against time.

As people get vaccinated and epidemic restrictions 
loosen, small gatherings seem safe again. Perhaps even 

Join the 11th Hour Humboldt Climate Challenge cooperative game. Anyone who would like to play the game, host a 
game, or help publicize games, can contact marthawalden@suddenlink.net

a little fun is permitted. Anyone who would like to 
play the game, host a game, or help publicize games, 
can contact me at marthawalden@suddenlink.net.  
Let's get ready for the Climate Action Plan. It's time 
to make up for lost time. 
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COURT OF JUSTICE PROTECTS BEES

Source: Happy Broadcast

PANDORA DITCHES MINED DIAMONDS
� e world's largest jewelry manufacturer, Pandora 

A/S, has announced they will no longer use 'natural' 
mined diamonds in any of their products, instead 
relying on lab-grown gems. After launching a lab-
made diamond collection in the United Kingdom 
in May 2021, Pandora promised to phase out mined 
diamonds by 2022, by way of a new partnership with 
leading stone-growers Diamond Foundry.

In recent decades, major jewellers have become 
more conscientious about the sources of their products' 
gemstones, in large part due to consumer demand 
and public outcry against the many human rights 
abuses the industry is notorious for. Even so, most 
companies cannot truthfully assure their customers 
that a given diamond was ethically mined. � is has 
led to still more calls for humane sources.

� ere is a common cultural image of consumers 
turning up their noses at "synthetic" or "arti� cial" 
diamonds, preferring the more 'authentic,' 'true' pre-
cious stones found in the earth. However, research 
by a global jewelry marketing and consulting � rm, 
� e MVEye, tells a much di� erent story. CEO Marty 
Hurwitz reports, "Consumers already accept lab-grown 
diamonds in all channels…. � e roadblock to the suc-
cess of this category has never been the consumer; it 
has been the trade." � e jewelry industry attitude has 
had more impact than consumer acceptance.

And a signi� cant justi� cation for that attitude was 
removed in 2018, when the US Federal Trade Com-
mission altered the legal de� nition of a diamond: they 
removed the word "natural." Since then, both lab- and 
naturally-grown "pure carbon crystallized stones" can 
be labelled as diamonds. And considering that both 
types are chemically identical, it is clear which option 
most consumers prefer.

Pandora has committed to growing diamonds us-
ing 60% renewable energy, scaling to 100% renewable 
by 2022. Sources: Happy Broadcast, Forbes

Michael D. Pulliam

Solu-
tions
Summit

YOUR DESTINATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 

AND SUCCESS STORIES

ECUADORIAN CHILDREN WIN 
MAJOR OIL SUIT

In early 2020, a team of young girls (ages 7-14) 
from the Ecuadorian Amazon sued several state-
owned energy organizations for contaminating and 
polluting their homes and villages; less than a year 
later, they won the lawsuit.

'Gas � aring' is an oil industry practice which allows 
for the constant burning of the gaseous byproducts 
of oil extraction, partly to avoid venting raw gasses 
and volatile compounds into the air around an oil 
well head. Flaring has been legally permitted in many 
populated and preserved parts of the Ecuadorian 
Amazon, including 79 active � ares within the Yasuni 
World Biosphere Reserve, which some consider the 
most biodiverse area on Earth. � e pollution resulting 
from gas � aring (including excess carbon monoxide 
& dioxide, sulfur and nitrogen oxides, and more) has 
been linked to low air quality, various illnesses, cancer, 
chromosomal damage, and childbearing complica-
tions. People living near the oil sites use the nickname 
"� ares of death."

So a band of nine young girls from Sucumbios, 
Ecuador, sued three Ecuadorian governmental and oil 
industry organizations to demand a halt of gas � aring 
near their homes, adding momentum to a 26-year-long 
legal battle with Texaco-Chevron in the same region. 
In January 2021, an appeals court ruled that � aring 
violated constitutional health and environment rights, 
the rights of nature, and Ecuador's commitment to 
various aspects of the Paris Agreement.

“We are going to recover nature," said Leonela 
Moncayo, one of the child plainti� s. "For all the sick 
children, for the parents who have struggled to stay 
healthy, for the families who live under the � ares and 
have had to abandon their land…. I am very happy 
because, � nally, justice has been served.” Source: 
Happy Broadcast, Amazon Frontlines

SHELL GETS CO2 EMISSIONS CAP

Source: Happy Broadcast

"Every country in the world has improved its life ex-
pectancy over the last 200 years. In fact almost every 
country has improved by almost every measure…. 
How can we help our brains to realize that things are 
getting better when everything is screaming at us that 
things are getting worse? A solution that works for me 
is to persuade myself to keep two thoughts in my head 
at the same time…. Does saying "things are improv-
ing" imply that everything is � ne? No, not at all. Is it 
helpful to have to choose between bad and improving? 
De� nitely not. It's both. It's both bad and better… at 
the same time." —Hans Rosling, "Factfulness"

WORLD FORESTS REGROW 
THE SIZE OF FRANCE

A team led by the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
has suggested that worldwide natural forest regenera-
tion over the past twenty years covers an area equal 
to the size of France.

Since the year 2000, nearly 145 million acres of 
forest have regrown with little or no direct human 
intervention; the results come from planting native 
trees and removing invasive species, or from indirect 
impacts such as changing harmful industry practices 
and increasing conservation protections. � e WWF 
study spent two years gathering current and historical 
satellite imagery, as well as conducting forest surveys 
in dozens of countries. � e researchers identi� ed re-
markable forest regrowth in certain regions around the 
world, most notably Brazil's Atlantic Forest, where an 
area roughly the size of the Netherlands has rebounded 
over the past two decades.

"We've known for a long time that natural forest 
regeneration is often cheaper, richer in carbon and bet-
ter for biodiversity than actively planted forests," says 
William Baldwin-Cantello of WWF. "... this research 
tells us where and why regeneration is happening, 
and how we can recreate those conditions elsewhere."

The WWF estimates that the renewed forest 
areas could soak up more CO2 than the annual car-
bon emissions of the entire United States. Although 
these "encouraging signs" give room for optimism, the 
researchers warn there are still "signi� cant threats" 
to our world's forests; we must continue to plant the 
right trees in the right places. Source: Happy Broadcast
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Pla s t i c  F r e e  Ju l y  Qu i z
How much do you know about Plastic Free July?

Answer KeyAnswer Key

1.E   2.B   3.D   4.C   5.A   6.E   7.C   8.D   9.A

1 What is Plastic Free July (PFJ)?
a. A global movement encouraging people   

     to “take the challenge” to reduce their         

     plastic use during July and beyond

b. A collection of stories about communities    

      implementing plastic waste policies

c. A resource with tips on how to “choose to    

     refuse” plastics

d. A network of local events to meet others  

     reducing plastic use in their lives

e. All of the above

2 Where did Plastic Free July 
originate?
a. United States c. China
b. Australia  d. India

3 How many people participate in 
Plastic Free July each year?
a. 100   c. 5 Million
b. 500,000  d. 300 Million

4 How many countries have Plastic 
Free July participants?
a. 15
b. 89
c. 177
d. 195

5 What are the top four single-use 
plastics?
a. bags, bottles, straws, co� ee cups

b. utensils, food wrappers, straws, bottles

c. napkins, paper bags, cardboard, lids

d. styrofoam, lids, stirrers, plastic straws

6 How can you reduce single-use 
plastic at work?
a. Conduct a bin audit
b. Stock workplace kitchens with   
     reusable alternatives
c. Invite coworkers to participate in  
    Plastic Free July
d. Explore and amend workplace   
     procurement practices
e. All of the above

7 How much plastic waste is reduced 
each year by the average Plastic 
Free July participant?
a. 5 lbs 
b. 25 lbs
c. 50 lbs
d. 100 lbs

8 How much plastic waste is reduced 
each year by all PFJ participants?
a. 100,000 lbs 
b. 1 million lbs
c. 500 million lbs
d. 2 billion lbs

9 How can you participate in Plastic 
Free July?
a. Sign up at plasticfreejuly.org/  
     take-the-challenge
b. Litter at the beach
c. Pretend that plastic pollution isn’t  
     a problem
d. Ask for extra single-use foodware  
     when picking up to-go food

NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
Specialists

Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Source: Plasticfreejuly.org
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Northcoast Environmental Center
415  I  Street,  Arcata, CA  95521
MAIL TO: PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

Help us continue to educate 
advocate, and bring you

Please join or renew your annual membership 
to the Northcoast Environmental Center.

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

Memberships include a 
monthly subscription to EcoNews

Do not mail me a print copy. I will read online at 
www.yournec.org/econews
Please mail me a print copy. 

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), non-profi t. 
All donations are tax-deductible. EIN 23-7122386.

In recognition of your generosity, we will list your 
name as a donor in EcoNews once a year.

I prefer my donation remain anonymous. 

Cut out and mail to: 
NEC, PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518 

Address _______________________________________
City, State, Zip__________________________________

a giftin memory of in honor of
Name  ______________________________________

This Membership is: (check only if applicable)

Card Number ___________________________________
Exp. Date ___________________  CSV_______________

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 
Charge my Debit or Credit Card

Payment Options

I would like to become a sustaining 
member! I pledge $_______ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly (fi ll form above)
I will mail a check monthly

I will donate online at www.yournec.org/donations

$100 - Coho Salmon
$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$30 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

Other __________

Annual Membership Amount


