
How Can We fix our recycling system? | Shopping ethically within your budget | Coastal Cleanup Month

Timber Production increases fire risk | build homes for people, not cars | police reform & The environment

Página 8
en español

The Future
Of Renewable 
Energy 
IN
HUMBOLDT

NEWSNEWSECEC NEWSNEWSECEC
Published by the Northcoast Environmental Center Since 1971

Sept. 2021Vol. 51, No. 850 Years of Environmental News   Arcata, California



EcoNews Coordinator: Caroline Gri�  th

EcoNews Graphic Design: Chelsea Pulliam

Proofreaders: Kris Diamond, Fhyre Phoenix

Authors:  Caroline Gri�  th, Larry Glass, Carrie 
Tully, Ivy Munnerlyn, Brittany Kleinschnitz, 
Chelsea Pulliam, Margaret Gainer, Carol Ralph, 
Dan Sealy, Michael D. Pulliam, Martha Walden, 
Patty Clary, Tom Wheeler, Rose Brazil Few, Colin 
Fiske, Matt Simmons, Ellen E. Taylor, Tom Leskiw

Cover: 10/01/16- Heavy seas engulf the Block 
Island Wind Farm- the � rst US o� shore wind farm 
installed by Deepwater Wind. Photo by Dennis 
Schroeder, National Renewable Energy Lab. 
Flikr.com CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

NEC Board Of Directors

EcoNews is the official monthly 
publication of the  Northcoast 
Environmental Center (NEC), a 
non-profit organization.  Third class 
postage paid in Arcata. ISSN No. 
0885-7237.  EcoNews is mailed to 
our members and distributed free 
throughout the Northern California 
and Southern Oregon bioregion. 
The subscription rate is $50 per year. 

415 I Street, Arcata, CA 95521
PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

707- 822-6918 | www.yournec.org
Guests on Goudi’ni, Wiyot Territory

The ideas and views expressed in EcoNews 
are not necessarily those of the 

Northcoast Environmental Center

NEC Board Members email: board@yournec.org

President: Larry Glass, Safe Alternatives 
for our Forest Environment

Vice-President: Margaret Gainer, At-Large 

Secretary: Scott Sway,  At-Large

Treasurer: Chris Jenican Beresford, At-Large

Jennifer Kalt, Humboldt Baykeeper

Marisa St. John, Calfornia Native Plant Society

CJ Ralph, Redwood Region Audubon Society

Gregg Gold, Sierra Club, North Group

Tom Wheeler, Environmental Protection 
Information Center

Dan Sealy,  At-Large

Aisha Cissna, At-Large

NEC Staff
Co-Executive Director:
Larry Glass, larryglass71@gmail.com
Co-Executive Director & EcoNews Coordinator:
Caroline Gri�  th, carolinenecmail@gmail.com
Administrative & Development Director: 
Carrie Tully, carrienecmail@gmail.com
Coastal Programs Coordinator: 
Ivy Munnerlyn, Ivynecmail@gmail.com
Administrative & Outreach Coordinator: 
Chelsea Pulliam, chelseanec1@gmail.com

Humboldt Baykeeper
www.humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sierra Club, North Group, 
Redwood Chapter
www.redwood.sierraclub.org/north/

California Native Plant Society
North Coast Chapter
www.northcoastcnps.org

Redwood Region Audubon Society
www.rras.org

Safe Alternatives for our Forest 
Environment (SAFE)
www.safealt.org

Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC)
www.wildcalifornia.org

Friends of Del Norte
www.fodn.org

Zero Waste Humboldt
www.zerowastehumboldt.org

Californians for Alternatives to Toxics
www.alt2tox.org

Coalition for Responsible Transportation 
Priorities www.transportationpriorities.org

NEC Member Groups

NEC Affiliate Members

Humboldt Baykeeper
Fiscally sponsored by the NEC

Director: 
Jennifer Kalt, jkalt@humboldtbaykeeper.org 
Bay Tours Coordinator:  
Jasmin Segura, jasmin@humboldtbaykeeper.org

Sincere Gratitude To:

• Thank you so much to these teams 
keeping the community safe during the 
Monument Fire: American Red Cross 
Shelters; New Center in Willow Creek: 
Willow Creek Bible Church, 39 Brannan 
Mountain Road, Willow Creek CA: Shasta 
College, 1555 Old Oregon Trail, Building 
1900, Redding CA, Mad River Grange, 
110 Hatchery Rd, Blue Lake CA. 

• The whole NEC team wants to give a 
big shout out to Anneke Fischle, who 
teamed up with staff to put together 
our first ever Craft for the Coast. We 
know that Anneke is moving on from 
Humboldt, and we wish her the best of 
luck with her next phase in life. We hope 
to see you again, Anneke!

BouBouquetsquets

Community submissions
We want to feature your work. 
Do you have nature art you’d 
like to share or photos of your 
catio, compost bin, garden, 
solar array, etc? Send them to  
Carolinenecmail@gmail.com

N E C  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y
-  C a l l  f o r  v i d e o  S u b m i s s i o n s  -
Matt St. Charles of Great Minds Production 
is producing the NEC’s 50th Anniversary 
video. With interviews, photos, audio clips, 
video clips, and archival materials, Matt is 
recording memories of key events of the 
redwood coast region’s environmental 
movement over the last � fty years. Mark 
Larson, Edie Butler, and others have 
provided photographs and resources for 
the video. Many photos and archives that 
document this 1971-2021 period were 
lost in the NEC’s July 25, 2001 � re. If you are 
willing to share photographs or videos of 
people and places central to a signi� cant 
environmental issue, please contact Matt 
at greatminds@gmail.com.

Benefit  From Giving 
T h r o u g h  Y o u r  I R A

If you are 70.5 or older, you can make 
a gift to the Northcoast 
Environmental Center 
directly from your IRA 
without paying income 
tax on the withdrawl.

For more information talk 
to your � nancial advisor or 
contact Carrie Tully, NEC 
Administration Director at
carrienecmail@gmail.com

EcoNews Distribution Volunteers NEeded
We are looking for monthly volunteers 
to help distribute EcoNews to southern 
Humboldt, northern Humboldt, Del 
Norte, and Trinity County. Are you 
interested in helping? Email NEC sta�  at
C a r o l i n e n e c m a i l @ g m a i l . c o m

NEWSNEWSECEC NEWSNEWSECEC
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News From the Center
Larry Glass, Executive Director
Carrie Tully, Admin. Director

 
50th Anniversary Celebration Canceled50th Anniversary Celebration Canceled

We had our 50th Anniversary Celebration fully 
planned for August. We had it all � gured out; a 
perfect location, awesome food, and a great band. 
Oh well. As o�  cers of the nonpro� t corporation 
that is the NEC, we had a tough call to make more 
than a month out from the event. We saw it coming 
and I believe we made the right call to cancel it for 
now. We still plan to celebrate this momentous 
occasion, and once the details are worked out you’ll 
be the � rst to know.

Trinidad Pipeline ProjectTrinidad Pipeline Project
� e Trinidad pipeline (a project to bring water 

north from Humboldt Bay Municipal Water 
District) is coming back before the Trinidad City 
Council again (THIRD time). � is very thinly 
veiled e� ort to enable the construction of the � ve-
story hotel/monstrosity overlooking Trinidad Bay 
continues to live on after being defeated several 
times. � is will have been voted on by the time you 
read this but I bring it up because proponents of 
projects like these get multiple times at bat, even 
if they keep striking out like this one has. � e lure 
of big money is behind this, and many other,  ill-
conceived projects. � e promise of 500,000 gallons 
of water per day is a siren song to developers who 
want to open up the mostly unspoiled, forested 
area north of the Little River to development, 
construction, and exploitation. No thanks!

Fire Season...AgainFire Season...Again
Here we are again with smoke and � re all 

around us. As I write this, Highways 299 and 36 
are both closed to the east. I thought after last 
year’s August Complex “giga� re” the Forest Service 
might marshal more resources to try a prevent a 
rerun, but no. � e Shasta-Trinity National Forest 
(STNF) has spent countless person-hours trying 
to plan salvage sales in the footprint of the August 
Complex. To set the record straight, EPIC, NEC, 
SAFE, and the Klamath Forest Alliance (KFA) have 
expressed concerns over the wisdom of such action. 
Now we have another widespread lightning event 
and major ignitions on STNF: the Monument Fire 
along Hwy 299, and the McFarland Fire along Hwy 
36. � e initial response to both of these seemed 
disorganized and hesitant at best, prompting many 
locals to wonder if this is the Forest Service’s “let 
it burn policy”. While I doubt that is the case, I 
can certainly see how people could assume that. 

While we espouse � re as a tool under the right 
circumstances, these are not those circumstances. 
� e time to move on these types of � res is within 
the � rst few days. Once they get to thousands of 
acres the chances of success drop exponentially.

Freakish Weather Hits Close ByFreakish Weather Hits Close By
Last issue I was talking about extreme weather 

in the Paci� c Northwest. We had some pretty 
close-to-home! � e same storm that brought the 
� re ignitions also hit Weaverville with rain, wind, 
and thunder. Dime-sized hail was seen blowing and 
drifting and some observers stated there was an 
inch-and-a-quarter of rain in twenty minutes, and 
microbursts of wind that toppled many older trees 
on Main Street. Extreme has become the norm.

Staff Keeps the MomentumStaff Keeps the Momentum
� is team doesn’t quit! We all felt the 

disappointment of cancelling the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration, but sta�  knows that the safety of our 
community is the highest priority, and that there 
are more ways for us to engage with you all.

First, thank you to all of those who participated 
in Craft for the Coast. We really weren’t sure what 
to expect for the � rst go of this event, and we were 
so impressed with the art submissions! See the 
winners of the contest on page 3. If you weren’t able 
to participate or make it to our art show, be sure to 
keep your eyes peeled for next year’s event. (Yep, 
this is going to be an annual trash art fundraiser.)

Can you believe it’s September? We can’t either, 
but luckily we’ve been making plans, re-making 
plans, and are now ready to bring to you another 
COVID-safe Coastal Cleanup Month. Our Coastal 
Programs Coordinator, Ivy, will have lots of details 
for you in her Coastal Column on page 5. Be sure 
you check out the details before you sign up. 

Stay tuned for more exciting happenings. Next 
month we will have some updates on our 50th 
Anniversary Celebration plans. We look forward to 
seeing you virtually. Cheers!

3 Craft for the Coast Results

4 Dear EcoNews: Pesticides

5 Community Coastal Column

6 Renewable Energy in Humboldt

7 City of Eureka Sewage in Humboldt Bay

8 La ciudad de Eureka las aguas residuales

9 Timber Production Increases Fire Risk

10 Shopping Ethically Within Your Budget

11 EPIC: Sempervirens Award
-- The Sandpiper

12 CA Native Plant Society: Fall Plant Sale

12 CRTP: Let’s Build Homes For People, Not Cars

13 Zero Waste Humboldt: False Recycling Claims

13 Alliance of Mission-Based Recyclers

14 How Can We Fix Our Recycling System?

14 NEXUS: Police Reform &  The Environment

15 Creature Feature

15 Invitation to Interstellar Circus Lovers

16 Public Demands Logging Moratorium in JDSF

17 An NEC Remembrance

17 Mindful Mondays

18 Eye on Washington

19 Upcoming Environmental Events

19 Have You Seen An Otter?

20 Get on Board for the Climate

21 Solutions Summit

22 Preparing for Wild� re Season

22 Regional Transportation Plan

In This Issue

The mission of the EcoNews is to inform and educate 
the public on environmental issues around the world, 
state and bioregion. Many of these issues are complex 
and have varying levels of support throughout the 
environmental community. Our goal is to provide a 
platform to explore, discuss and debate these topics 
in order to better understand their nuances. The 
ideas expressed in EcoNews do not necessarily re� ect 
the positions of the NEC or its member groups. We 
appreciate and welcome alternative points of view.
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What is Craft for the Coast?
Craft for the Coast was the NEC's � rst annual trash 
art contest. � is event strives to bring awareness 
to marine debris issues and give litter a new life. 
By doing beach cleanups and making upcycled art 
we can prevent trash from going into our oceans 
and land� lls. To take it a step further, we embrace 
the idea that art is activism and has the power to 
in� uence policy and change the way we deal with 
marine debris as a community.

Craft for the Coast encourages us to recognize the 
possibility in what we may have once considered 
“waste.” Trash can become something beautiful, 
useful, innovative, and even powerful. We hope 
to transform our community mindset to see 
value where we couldn’t see it before, and know 
our actions create ripples. Viewing or creating 
a moving piece of artwork made from trash has 
the potential to create change within your home, 
community, or even the world!

Community Support
With the community's support we were able to 
fundraise $911 for the NEC's marine debris and 
litter reduction programs.

Art Submissions:
� ank you to all the artists for your participation 
in this event and congratulations to our four 
winners: Michael B. Rude, Sean Powers, Shasta 
Werthman, and Xander Whiteman. 

We were blown away by all of the incredible 
submissions we received. 

• Crab Pot Rope Doormat
• Nail Urchin
• Does � is Need Glitter?
• Hey Lady
• � ink About the Planet
• Not-So-Buried Treasures
• Tulsi Tray 
• Sun Rays
• Egyptian Cow
• Angry Bear
• Trash Castle
• � e Good Saint Bin
• 100 Loaves of Bread
• Wasted Earth
• Smoker Air; Carton Craft 707
• Pelicanteven
• � e Cosmic Worm
• Trash Trench
• If you just look around, you'll � nd everything 

you need

Craft for the Coast: Trash Art Contest Results

“Pelicanteven” 
Pelican sculpture consisting of wire, hose, brass, 
plastic bags & food wrap. 22 inches tall x 30 inches 
wide. Artist: Michael B. Rude.

“The Cosmic Worm” 
� e Cosmic Worm is a handheld puppet made from 
items found on the streets, in gutters or on grassy 
edges of avenues over a couple-year period. � ese 
random discards, lost or scattered on purpose, were 
repurposed by artist Sean Powers. Powers has lived 
in Humboldt County since 1989 and is an artist, 
musician, and whatever comes his way. He is most 
interested in shadow puppetry, but has held the 
strings on many di� erent kinds of puppets, including 
the shadow puppet characters based on Arcata and its 
bizarre lifestyles and personalities called Humboldt 
Shadows. Find them at seansshadows.com

People's Choice Award Winner

Best Litter Creation

best upcycled creation

“Trash Trench” 
� is trench coat covered in litter and reused 
household trash weighs heavily on the wearer. Artist 
Shasta Werthman is focused on creating wearable 
pieces of art in the literal theme of "� e Weight 
of Our Waste." Werthman would love viewers to 
consider the sheer poundage of the garbage created 
in every purchase made in our consumerist society.

"Nail Urchin” 
Made from nails cleaned up from pallet bon� res 
at Mad River Beach. Artist Xander Whiteman was 
inspired by art class with Ms. Bourque at Sunny 
Brae Middle School; South Coast Tours owner, Dave 
Lacey, who � rst told him about sea star wasting and 
the urchin barrens in kelp forests; and the PacOut 
Green Team 60-minute cleanup at Mad River Beach. 
Whiteman has always wanted to help clean up our 
community and protect animals.

Youth Award Winner
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Recent EcoNews Reports:

To Save an Owl, We Kill an Owl?
July 31, 2021 – The barred owl’s 
presence is bad news for its cousin, 
the northern spotted owl, the 
iconic species of the Timber Wars. 
The barred owl outcompetes the 
northern spotted owl and quickly 
takes over its territory. With the 
northern spotted owl on the road 
to extinction, now is the time for 
desperate measures. To save the 
northern spotted owl, researchers 
have tested whether killing barred owls makes a 
di� erence. The grim but good news: when barred owls 
are removed, population declines of the northern spotted 
owl stabilize.

Charting a Course for O� shore Wind
July 24, 2021 – O� shore wind has a lot to o� er: Humboldt’s 
wind resources are virtually unmatched in North America 
and we have the potential to produce gigawatts of low-
carbon power o�  our coast and Humboldt Bay is one of 
the few ports on the West Coast capable of assembling 
the monster 600+ foot tall turbines, creating the potential 
that Humboldt Bay could become the American center 
of o� shore wind technology. But the technology o� ers 
risks to the environment and the severity of these risks 
is hard to gauge because the technology has not been 
deployed in our ocean environments before. What is in 
store for Humboldt County? Matthew Marshall from the 
Redwood Coast Energy Authority joins Gang Green to 
discuss.

How Can Enviro Voters Increase their Power?
July 17, 2021 – Following the 2020 Census, California is 
set to redraw its legislative maps and for the � rst time in 
our state’s history, we are set to lose a congressional seat. 
What does this mean for Humboldt? Guest Sam Sukaton 
of the California League of Conservation Voters joins 
Gang Green to discuss the California Citizens Redistricting 
Commission and how environmental voters can better 
harness their power to a� ect change.

Clam Beach Pollution Mystery Solved?
July 10, 2021 – Clam Beach landed on Heal the Bay’s list 
of California’s most polluted beaches yet again this year, 
getting an ‘F’ for water quality on the 2021 Beach Report 
Card. Today our guest is Dr. Jeremy Corrigan, who has 
worked for years to answer the burning question: Why 
does Clam Beach have such high levels of fecal indicator 
bacteria?

The EcoNews Report

KHUM104.3 
Sat @ 10am

yournec.org/econews-report

Dear EcoNews,
My garden in Eureka backs up to the second 

slough. I have a little pond in the lower yard that is 
fed by runo�  from the streets above us. I'm pretty 
sure some of my neighbors up there are using toxic 
sprays on their perfect lawns. I planted watercress 
next to the runo�  but am not sure if it is safe to eat. 
Also there used to be frogs and crickets down there, 
but no longer. Water testing is very expensive. Got 
any ideas on how to remediate this?

- Pond Protector

Dear Pond Protector,
Unfortunately, even expensive water testing for 

pesticides won’t be much help in overcoming problems 
associated with having runo�  from streets watering your 
garden and pond unless you can convince neighbors to 
quit the chemicals. Even if you can, runo�  from streets 
contains other toxic pollutants far more di�  cult to 
control and in a mix that isn’t compatible with growing 
food or sustaining frog and cricket populations.

In addition to pesticides, discharge from cars 
in exhaust, oil drippings and tire dust, along with 
pavement wear and street debris that contains animal 
poop, legacy heavy metals, household toxins and other 
waste, require highly specialized detective work to 
ID. Most important for your pond is that eventually 
it will rain, and when it does, water containing some 
amount of toxins will � ow down streets to points of 
least resistance, such as storm drains or a yard below, 
and ultimately to streams and the bay beyond.

A growing body of information shows that runo�  
from streets impacts water quality more than we knew. 
Last year researchers found that when sun shines on 
the black goop in street asphalt, already a known source 
of toxic polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons as it breaks 
down, reactions are caused that produce more of the 
chemicals than what were there originally and ups the 
amount of oxygen atoms, making its discharge more 
soluble in water. Another recent study revealed chilling 
evidence that a preservative in tires, when worn to 
dust and washed o�  to the environment, transforms 
into a chemical deadly to salmon. Its impact on other 
living beings is not yet known.

Some amount of any of these toxins is likely to 
be in the runo�  that � ows to your pond. � e only 
remediation I can recommend for immediate relief 
is to stop this water from entering from the street. 
You can start with a call to Eureka Public Works for 
advice and help to eliminate the problem, at least in 
your own backyard.

Dea r EcoN swe
EcoNews has recently received multiple inquiries from concerned citizens about pesticide use in their neighborhoods. 

We turned to Patty Clary, Executive Director of Californians for Alternatives to Toxics (CATS) for advice.

Dear EcoNews,
I have asked my neighbor nicely to stop spraying 

Round-up on her side of my fence. She refuses and 
the Round-up came to my side and contaminated my 
raspberry plants to the extent that I cannot eat them.

� e last day she sprayed it was windy and the 
Round-up drifted in. I have zucchini plants ready to 
go into the big box that I have composted in and now 
I cannot. I am 87 years-old and I depend on the food 
I grow. What am I to do? Is there anyone at EcoNews 
that can advise me?

- Garden Defender

Dear Garden Defender,
� ere aren’t many things harder to deal with than 

a neighbor who intrudes on your space with obnoxious 
and dangerous activities conducted in theirs, as in your 
case by spraying a cancer-causing herbicide so that it 
drifts into your food garden, especially concerning 
when it’s food you depend on. Fortunately, there is 
help a phone call away, and I urge you to make that 
call as soon as possible.

You don’t have to deal with this problem alone. 
Bring in the local pesticide-use enforcement authority 
and the weight of his o�  ce to take care of it for you. 

My experience with the o�  ce of Humboldt County 
Agricultural Commissioner Je�  Dolf and his helpful 
crew has been very positive. � ough limited in what 
they can do under the law (sometimes more than 
we’d like), they will come to your aid to establish if 
it’s pesticide damage from over-the-fence spray drift, 
take samples for testing (you don’t have to pay) if 
needed to establish the violation, and if shown to be 
a violation, they will deal directly with the person at 
fault without you having to be involved. Just remember 
that it’s important to make a report immediately so 
that evidence of toxic drift will be fresh for sampling 
and not degraded by sunlight and heat, fog or rain. 

Good luck with your garden, I hope it will soon 
recover from this assault and that your neighbor will 
keep her bad and ultimately useless chemicals to her side 
of the fence, or even learn to get along without them. 

-Patty Clary, 
Executive Director of Californians 
for Alternatives to Toxics (CATS)
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Celebrate Coastal Cleanup Month!
Community Coastal ColumnCommunity Coastal Column

Ivy Munnerlyn, Coastal Programs Coordinator

Happy September! Coastal Cleanup Month has 
arrived, and with it plenty of opportunities to get 
outdoors and help keep Humboldt’s beaches and 
waterways free of litter. � is year, we’re combining the 
best elements of past events to create a new month-
long event full of citizen science, coastal stewardship, 
and prizes. Local community groups and businesses 
will be hosting cleanups every weekend of the month, 
so you’ll have more opportunities than ever to get 
outside and participate. After your cleanup, remember 
to � ll out the Data Reporting Form on our website so 
you can be entered to win a gift basket full of local 
goodies. You can also head to our website to see a list 
of cleanup locations and times, sign up as a volunteer, 
or make a donation. 

A Note About Citizen Science
Citizen science is a very important part of Coastal 

Programs at the NEC, and Coastal Cleanup Month is a 
perfect opportunity to collect data about the trash we 
see on our streets and beaches. Our Coastal Programs 

Plastic Shotgun Wads
Ivy Munnerlyn, Coastal Programs Coordinator

I wanted to take a moment to update the community 
on an exciting development in the world of sport 
hunting. As many of you have noticed, plastic shotgun 
wad litter is a huge issue in Humboldt County. When 
a hunter � res a shotgun, the wad is propelled 30-50 
yards away, making it almost impossible to retrieve. In 
the old days, wads were made of cardboard and didn’t 
pose as much of an environmental threat. 

Nowadays, it’s cheaper and easier to make them 
out of plastic, which has created a monumental plastic 
pollution issue. Recently, the ammunition brand Rio 
Ammo has begun to sell a new, completely biodegradable 
shotgun wad that works just as well as the plastic 
variety, without the accompanying litter. If you or your 
friends and family hunt, take a look at Rio Ammo’s 
Eco BlueSteel product. If you have a favorite sporting 
goods store, let them know about this product and 
encourage them to carry it. Tackling the issue of 
plastic wad litter will help preserve the wildlife and 
ecosystems that so many of us depend on for food, 
livelihood, and recreation.

sta�  and volunteers track marine and neighborhood 
debris to � nd local waste patterns (what kind of trash is 
being found and where) so we can advocate for waste 
reduction solutions in our community. We encourage 
everyone participating in Coastal Cleanup Month to 
� ll out a data card or use the NOAA Marine Debris 
Tracker App during their cleanup. � e data you collect 
will have a big impact on how our community tackles 
waste issues. Check out our website to learn more 
about how you can become a citizen scientist and 
contribute to a world-wide marine debris database.

 

www.yournec.org/coastalcleanupmonth
Royal Eco BlueSteel zero plastic wad is 100% biodegradable 

and water soluable. Learn more at www.rioammo.com

Coastal Cleanup 
Month 2021

NEC-Hosted Cleanups
Every Saturday at 11am!

9/4   Eureka Public Marina

9/11  Samoa Boat Launch

9/18  Clam Beach    
          Campground Parking

9/25   Hiller Park
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In a boon to the prospects of o� shore wind, the 
Biden Administration on March 29, 2021 committed 
to creating 30 gigawatts (GW) of o� shore wind in the 
United States by 2030. A gigawatt is a billion watts. 
According to the U.S. Department of Energy’s O�  ce of 
Energy E�  ciency and Renewable Energy, a gigawatt is 
equivalent to what would be produced by 412 Utility-
Scale Wind Turbines, which gives an idea of how many 
turbines they are proposing to bring online in the next 
nine years. In July, BOEM released a memorandum 
in support of designating a Wind Energy Area o�  the 
coast of Humboldt County. � e Humboldt Call Area, 
as this zone is called, begins 21 miles o� shore of Eureka 
and is approximately 206 square miles. � e � rst stage 
in the development process is an environmental review 
of the proposed lease area, after which BOEM would 
consider lease options. Any potential lessee would 
need to undergo environmental review of the speci� c 
proposed project. Public comments on the proposed 
Call Area are due September 13. 

According to Amin Younes, a fellow at the Schatz 
Energy Research Center, in a recent presentation hosted 
by 350 Humboldt and co-hosted by the NEC, in order 
to reduce Humboldt County’s emissions by 66% (a 
� gure that is far below what the IPCC recommends) 
we would need to produce 144 megawatts (MW) of 
wind energy, equivalent to twelve 12 MW turbines. 
Because o� shore wind turbines are much larger than 

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist
 

On August 9 the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) released a harrowing report 
about the progression of human-caused climate change. 
According to the 195-member international expert 
panel, unless there are immediate large-scale reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions, it is unlikely we will be 
able to limit warming to 1.5°C or even 2°C. � e report 
states, “Many of the changes observed in the climate 
are unprecedented in thousands, if not hundreds of 
thousands of years, and some of the changes already 
set in motion—such as continued sea level rise—are 
irreversible over hundreds to thousands of years.”

� ough the assessment is dire, for example stating 
that carbon dioxide in the atmosphere in 2019 was at 
its highest concentrations in the last 2 million years, 
the report goes on to state that human actions still 
have the potential to determine the extent of climate 
change. If we act now and act dramatically to decrease 
the amount of CO2 and other greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions that we are producing, we can reduce the 
extent of the impacts of climate change. 

Here on the North Coast there is an ongoing debate 
about the best way to do that. In Humboldt County, 
54% of our GHG emissions come from transportation, 
13% come from livestock, 13% come from stationary 
combustion, primarily natural gas, and 11% come 
from electricity consumption. Following the failure of 
the TerraGen onshore wind project, many within the 
environmental community have been debating how 
we can address the 24% of emissions that come from 
heating and powering our homes and businesses. Topics 
of contention include the merits of o� shore wind versus 
solar panels on every building, and whether or not 
biomass should be included in any renewable energy 
portfolio. So what are the options in terms of lowering 
our emissions locally?

According to the Schatz Energy Research Center, 
“� e wind resource beyond Humboldt Bay is among 
the best in the nation, with wind speeds often exceeding 
10 meters per second at 90 meters above the ocean’s 
surface — and even faster at heights around 120 meters, 
where turbines would likely be centered.” Humboldt 
County has been making moves over the last few 
years in the direction of o� shore wind development, 
including working to upgrade our port structures to 
accommodate and potentially construct massive � oating 
wind turbines for deployment o�  the coast of Humboldt. 
On a recent EcoNews Report, Matthew Marshall, 
the Executive Director of the Redwood Coast Energy 
Authority (RCEA) said that the agency started reaching 
out to o� shore developers in 2018 in an e� ort to build 
relationships with community-minded developers who 
would be interested in developing a project that would 
be partially-owned by RCEA. � e resulting consortium 
has already begun engaging in the Bureau of Ocean 
Energy Management (BOEM) leasing process.

Renewable Energy in Humboldt: What Next?
their onshore counterparts, o� shore projects require 
fewer turbines to create a comparable amount of energy. 
For example, the TerraGen project proposed using 60 
turbines. An o� shore project could produce the same 
amount of energy with only 10 turbines. However, 
any wind project in Humboldt that was designed 
with an eye towards powering more than just the 
local area would require upgrading the transmission 
lines connecting us to the grid, a project which would 
potentially cost billions of dollars. 

The likelihood of a Humboldt offshore wind 
project is high, given our wind and port resources, 
and was highlighted by a recent visit by Secretary of 
the Interior, Deb Haaland. According to the BOEM 
memo, of the fourteen companies that responded to a 
call for Nominations of Interest, ten expressed interest 
in the Humboldt Call Area. RCEA’s consortium was 
one of those.

Another option that is often discussed is distributed 
roof-top solar built on existing structures. � is option 
is touted as an alternative to large projects, which 
have a much bigger footprint. According to Younes, 
utility-scale solar projects capable of meeting our 
energy needs would require between 1900 and 3100 
acres of land, which could diminish our stock of 
agricultural lands. Distributed solar, on the other 
hand, could hypothetically meet our needs, but would 
require roughly 90% of Humboldt County’s available 
roof space and necessitate that all of those roofs be 
angled in the same direction. And either of these 
options would require a huge investment in battery 
storage, since we all know that the sun doesn’t always 
shine on Humboldt County. Another hurdle for the 
roof-top solar scenario is cost; not every homeowner 
has the funds to pay for solar panels, and in 2019, 45% 
of households in Humboldt County were renters. 
However, if government agencies were serious about 
reducing our emissions, they could provide low-interest 
� nancing for distributed solar.

Regardless of which direction we move to reduce 
our emissions (and most likely we will need to pursue a 
combination of these options coupled with a dramatic 
reassessment of our energy consumption), recent history 
has shown that there needs to be community buy-in 
for any large-scale project to be successful. After the 
failure of the TerraGen project, Younes interviewed 
locals to � nd out why. Many of them had concerns 
about the transparency of the process and who would 
be bene� ting from it, which highlights the need for 
an open, sustained, democratic discourse about any 
future projects. We have a responsibility to quickly 
transition to a zero-carbon electricity system to help 
the world avoid the worst outcomes of the climate 
crisis. Living in a highly desirable area for o� shore 
wind, we also have an opportunity to set the standard 
for future projects, as well as to make sure that local 
projects � t our needs and are accountable to the 
people. It’s time to start that conversation.

Because of deep ocean waters o�  the North Coast, local 
o� shore wind would need to use � oating platforms. Pictured 
is a � oating platform prototype. Photo source: Wikimedia 

commons, Agucadoura Wind Float Prototype.
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City nor the Regional Water Board has held any public 
workshops or otherwise informed people about the 
treated sewage discharge remaining in the bay. � e 
City’s website still claims “� e outgoing tide carries 
the treated wastewater past the mouth of Humboldt 
Bay and into the ocean.” � e public also deserves to be 
in the know that the City’s proposed exemption would 
result in rate increases for not only Eureka residents but 
all Humboldt Community Services District ratepayers. 

“� e Elk River peninsula is protected from large 
winter swells and serves as a busy surf break for children 
and people learning to surf, especially in the fall and 
winter months,” said Delia Bense-Kang, Surfrider 
Foundation Northern and Central Chapter Coordinator.” 
In 2020, a typical day would see 40 or more surfers 
paddling across the river to surf at Stinky’s. 

The matter became more urgent with the 
announcement by the City on August 3 that wastewater 
entering the treatment plant was found to contain “higher 
than average” (in the 99th percentile of samples taken 
nationwide by the National Wastewater Surveillance 
System) concentrations of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that 
causes COVID-19. � ough the virus is most-likely 
killed by the chlorine treatment process, this new 
information highlights the importance of making sure 
the e�  uent does not remain in the bay.

Instead of investing in better wastewater treatment, 
the City instead is proposing to build an "interpretive 
center" near Elk River. � e groups question whether 
this is the most appropriate use of taxpayer funds that 
are directed to go to wastewater treatment. 

Surfrider, Humboldt Baykeeper and EPIC are 
requesting the City to thoroughly examine the feasibility 

EUREKA, Calif – Surfrider Foundation, Humboldt 
Baykeeper and the Environmental Protection Information 
Center (EPIC) are calling for the City of Eureka to � x an 
ongoing sewage problem in Humboldt Bay instead of 
trying to evade minimum state water quality standards. 

� e City had been operating on the assumption 
that the treated sewage discharged from its Elk River 
Wastewater Treatment plant washes out to sea, but a 
2014 study determined that much more of the treated 
sewage (also known as “wastewater” or “e�  uent”) remains 
in Humboldt Bay than was previously understood. In 
2016, the City was ordered by the North Coast Regional 
Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water Board) to 
“cease and desist” discharging into Humboldt Bay and 
move to an ocean discharge by 2030. � e City is instead 
asking for an exemption to existing water quality rules 
so it can continue pumping up to 12 million gallons of 
treated sewage alongside the Elk River Slough, home 
to “Stinky’s Beach,” a popular winter surf break, year-
round � shing and critical coastal habitat. 

“� e sewage is really only partially treated. All the 
pharmaceuticals and lots of other stu�  we put into our 
bodies and down the drain comes out the same way it 
goes in. Antibiotics, hormones and viruses. – Ick!” said 
Jen Kalt, director of Humboldt Baykeeper.

� e criteria required to qualify for the exemption 
include full protection of “bene� cial uses” such as sur� ng, 
swimming and shell� sh harvesting, and compliance with 
ammonia objectives but the City’s proposed exemption 
does neither of those things. Additionally, neither the 

City of Eureka Seeks to Allow 
Sewage to Stay in Humboldt Bay

of moving to an ocean discharge or to commit to 
signi� cant upgrades that will improve water quality in 
Humboldt Bay, with proof that the minimum criteria 
have been met before moving forward with the proposed 
exemption, and that they hold at least one public 
workshop on the matter prior to the Regional Water 
Board hearing. All three organizations have requested 
the Regional Water Board deny the exemption in its 
current form. 

Humboldt Baykeeper works to safeguard our coastal 
resources for the health, enjoyment, and economic 
strength of the Humboldt Bay community, and is a 
member of the California Coastkeeper Alliance and 
the international Waterkeeper Alliance. 

Surfrider Foundation is a global nonpro� t dedicated 
to the protection and enjoyment of the world’s ocean, 
beaches and waves for all people. Surfrider’s Humboldt 
chapter has been active in the region for more than 
30 years. 

� e Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) advocates for the protection and restoration 
of Northwest California using an integrated, science-
based approach, combining public education, citizen 
advocacy and strategic litigation. 

� e City of Eureka’s Elk River Wastewater Treatment 
plant was built in 1984, and discharges up to 12 million 
gallons of e�  uent a day – the same amount that is 
proposed by the Nordic AquaFarms project in Samoa. 
It currently operates under an National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit that 
is set to expire on July 31, 2021.

Humboldt surfers. Photo by Alex Gant.
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El asunto se volvió más urgente con el anuncio por 
la Ciudad el 3 de agosto de que se encontró que las 
aguas residuales que ingresan a la planta de tratamiento 
contienen concentraciones “más altas que el promedio” 
(en el percentil 99 de las muestras tomadas a nivel 
nacional por el National Wastewater Surveillance System) 
(Sistema Nacional de Vigilancia de Aguas Residuales) de 
SARS-CoV -2, el virus que causa COVID-19. Aunque 
lo más probable es que el proceso de tratamiento con 
cloro mate al virus, esta nueva información destaca 
la importancia de asegurarse de que el e� uente no 
permanezca en la bahía.

En lugar de invertir en un mejor tratamiento de 
aguas residuales, la Ciudad propone construir un 
"centro interpretativo" cerca de Elk River. Los grupos 
cuestionan si este es el uso más apropiado de los fondos 
de los contribuyentes que se destinan al tratamiento 
de aguas residuales.

Surfrider, Humboldt Baykeeper y EPIC han 
solicitado que la Ciudad examine a fondo la viabilidad 
de mudarse a una descarga oceánica o comprometerse 
con mejoras signi� cativas que mejorarán la calidad del 
agua en la Bahía de Humboldt, con prueba de que se 
han cumplido los criterios mínimos antes de seguir 
adelante con la exención propuesta, y que realicen al 
menos un taller público. Al cierre de esta edición, no 
se había programado una reunión pública de ese tipo. 
Las tres organizaciones han solicitado a la Regional 
Water Board  (Junta Regional del Agua) que niegue la 
exención en su forma actual.

EUREKA, California - Surfrider Foundation, 
Humboldt Baykeeper y el Centro de Información de 
Protección Ambiental (EPIC) están pidiendo a la ciudad 
de Eureka que solucione un problema de aguas residuales 
en la bahía de Humboldt en lugar de tratar de evadir 
los estándares mínimos de calidad del agua del estado.

La Ciudad había estado operando bajo el supuesto 
de que las aguas residuales tratadas descargadas del 
Elk River Wastewater Treatment Plant (la planta de 
tratamiento de aguas residuales de Elk River) se vierten 
al mar, pero un estudio de 2014 determinó que queda 
mucho más de las aguas residuales tratadas (también 
conocidas como "aguas residuales" o "e� uentes") en la 
bahía de Humboldt de lo que se creía anteriormente. 
En 2016, North Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (la Junta Regional de Control de Calidad del 
Agua de la Costa Norte)  ordenó a la Ciudad que “cese 
y desista” de descargar en la Bahía de Humboldt y se 
mueva a una descarga oceánica para 2030. En cambio, 
la Ciudad está pidiendo una exención para reglas de 
calidad del agua para que pueda continuar bombeando 
hasta 12 millones de galones de aguas residuales tratadas 
junto al Elk River Slough, un lugar popular para surfear 
en invierno, pesca durante todo el año y hábitat costero 
críticos.

“En realidad, las aguas residuales solo se tratan 
parcialmente. Todos los productos farmacéuticos y 
muchas otras cosas que ponemos en nuestros cuerpos 
y por el desagüe salen de la misma manera que entran. 
Antibióticos, hormonas y virus. - ¡Diablos! " dijo Jen 
Kalt, directora de Humboldt Baykeeper. Los criterios 
requeridos para cali� car para la exención incluyen la 
protección total de los "usos bene� ciosos" como el surf, la 
natación y la recolección de mariscos, y el cumplimiento 
de los objetivos de amoníaco, pero la exención propuesta 
por la Ciudad no hace ninguna de esas cosas. Además, 
ni la Ciudad ni la Junta Regional del Agua han realizado 
talleres públicos ni han informado a las personas sobre 
la descarga de aguas residuales tratadas que quedan en 
la bahía. El sitio web de la ciudad todavía a� rma que "la 
marea saliente lleva las aguas residuales tratadas más 
allá de la desembocadura de la bahía de Humboldt y 
hacia el océano". El público también merece saber 
que la exención propuesta por la Ciudad daría lugar 
a aumentos de tarifas no solo para los residentes de 
Eureka sino para todos los contribuyentes del Distrito 
de Servicios Comunitarios de Humboldt. 

"La península del río Elk está protegida de las 
grandes olas de invierno y sirve como un lugar de surf 
muy concurrido para los niños y las personas que están 
aprendiendo a surfear, especialmente en los meses de 
otoño e invierno", dijo Delia Bense-Kang, Coordinadora 
del Surfrider Foundation Northern and Central Chapter 
(Capítulo Norte y Central de la Fundación Surfrider)". 
En 2020, un día típico vería a 40 o más sur� stas remando 
a través del río para surfear en la playa.

La ciudad de Eureka busca permitir que las aguas 
residuales permanezcan en la bahía de Humboldt

Humboldt Baykeeper trabaja para salvaguardar 
nuestros recursos costeros para la salud, el disfrute y 
la fortaleza económica de la comunidad de bahía de 
Humboldt, y es miembro de la California Coastkeeper 
Alliance (Alianza de Guardacostas de California) y la 
Waterkeeper Alliance internacional.

Surfrider Foundation es una organización mundial 
sin � nes de lucro dedicada a la protección y el disfrute 
del océano, las playas y las olas del mundo para todas 
las personas. El capítulo Humboldt de Surfrider ha 
estado activo en la región durante más de 30 años. 

El Centro de Información de Protección Ambiental 
(EPIC) aboga por la protección y restauración del noroeste 
de California utilizando un enfoque integrado basado 
en la ciencia, que combina la educación pública, la 
defensa ciudadana y el litigio estratégico.

La planta de tratamiento de aguas residuales del 
río Elk de la ciudad de Eureka se construyó en 1984 
y descarga hasta 12 millones de galones de e� uentes 
al día, la misma cantidad que propone el proyecto 
Nordic AquaFarms en Samoa. Actualmente opera 
bajo un permiso del Sistema Nacional de Eliminación 
de Descargas Contaminantes (NPDES) que expira el 
31 de julio de 2021.

Los sur� stos de Humboldt. Foto por Alex Gant.

¡Gracias por leer EcoNews! Díganos sobre 
qué temas ambientales desea leer.

bit.ly/2QwYjOY
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Tom Wheeler, EPIC 

Fire severity—how impactful a � re is to the 
natural environment—escapes easy explanation.  
� ere is no one thing that determines � re severity, 
rather a variety of factors in� uence it. But looking 
across millions of acres of burned land in the West, 
one thing bears true: � res burned with less intensity 
on lands that had the highest protections from 
logging. Why is this? 

Wildland � re behavior is sometimes explained 
using the � re behavior triangle, with fuels, weather/
climate and topography all interacting with each 
other to in� uence how fast and how hot a � re will 
burn. Logging a� ects two sides of this triangle: fuels 
and weather/climate. 

Logging obviously removes some “fuels” as trees 
and brush are combustible. But this simple truth 
masks some of the important complexity. How 
fuels are distributed within an area, both vertically 
and horizontally, together with their type (fast 
burning “� ne” fuels, like leaves or twigs vs. long-
burning “heavy fuels, like logs, which may smolder 
longer but don’t typically � are up) and moisture all 
impact � re behavior. While logging removes some 

fuels, it typically removes the 
heavy fuels while redistributing 
� ner fuels—the logging “slash” 
of limbs, tops, branches and 
needles—from standing trees 
to the ground. � is can leave 
“jackpots” of fuels that can cause 
sudden and aggressive � are ups. 

Clearcut logging introduces 
yet another issue: uniform 
crown structure. As clearcutting 
produces even-aged forests, 
the tops or “crowns” of these 
trees will be approximately the 
same height. And given the 
high density of trees typically 
replanted after a clearcut, 
these are going to produce an 
interlocking, dense crown. If 
� re jumps to the crown, the 
fuel continuity provided by this 
uniform crown structure can 
quickly cause fast-moving and 
highly impactful � res. 

Logging also impacts the 
likelihood of tree survival. Large, 
old trees generally are more 
resilient to � re. � eir thick bark 
helps insulate the trunk from 
damage and tall branches make 
� res jumping from the forest 
� oor to the crown more di�  cult. 
Of course, logging can both 
remove big resilient trees and 
make their future development 
more di�  cult, as they are logged 
before they can reach a nice, 
ripe age.

Weather and climate are 
also extremely important to 
understanding � re behavior. 
Logging a� ects both weather 
and climate. Cutting shade-producing trees can both 
increase in-forest temperatures and reduce moisture 
in the forest, producing a parched microclimate. 
� inning trees increases in-forest wind speed, which 
can both create a drier forest through enhanced 
evaporation rates as well as fanning the � ames 
during a � re to produce a greater intensity. 

While it is clear that logging can impact site-
specific conditions that intensify fire behavior, 
logging also is a major source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Climate change serves to exacerbate 
wild� res by broadly changing weather and climate 
conditions. Logging releases carbon that was once 
locked up in a forest. While some carbon is stored 

Industrial Timber Production Increases Fire Risk 
(And Other � ings the Gov’t Doesn’t Want You to Know)

in forest products, like paper or lumber, the majority 
of carbon in a tree becomes susceptible to release as 
greenhouse gases soon after that tree is logged. Only 
a small percentage of a tree ever becomes a stable 
forest product; the majority of the rest is typically 
burned or decomposes along the way, either in 
slash piles in the forest or as “mill waste” burned to 
produce heat or energy. By taking carbon that was 
safely sequestered for many decades and releasing 
it suddenly in a quick pulse, logging signi� cantly 
contributes to greenhouse gas emissions—so much 
so that researchers now report it is the largest 
source of greenhouse gas emissions in Oregon (and 
presumably is the largest in the timber-producing 
areas of California as well).

Slash piles can leave “jackpots” of fuels that can cause sudden and aggressive 
� are-ups. Photo credit: Art Mielke, Mendocino Trail Stewards.
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in this list that a vegetarian would not 
be purchasing but they would likely get 
more vegetables to replace such items.”  
As Rose collected her information, she 
had to make some decisions. “� is project 
was constantly changing as data was being 
collected. � ere are many variables that 
can a� ect the outcome of this project, and 
while they have to be considered, they 
cannot overcomplicate the data.”

Financial Limitations
As of October 1, 2019, the maximum 

monthly CalFresh supplemental allotment 
for a one-person household in California 
was $194. It was $355 for a two-person 
household, $509 for a three-person 
household, $646 for a four-person household, $768 for 
a � ve-person household, etc. � ese are critical numbers 
for many local families without other reliable sources of 
income. � ere is, of course, assistance available to residents 
of Humboldt County. � e federally funded USDA Food 
and Nutrition Service (or SNAP AKA “food stamps”) is 
administered in California by its “CalFresh” program.  
California also operates the California Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP) for immigrants not eligible for federal 
SNAP / food stamp bene� ts. Additionally, the federal 
government funds both the School Breakfast and Lunch 
Program and a program for pregnant women, lactating 
women and young children called the Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Women, Infant and Children 
(WIC).  In addition, there are food assistance programs 
provided by local non-pro� t organizations. 

� e number of Humboldt County residents receiving 
food stamp bene� ts has risen from just under 10,000 
households in 2000 to almost 20,000 in 2021. 

Developing Methods to Collect Data 
After discussing several ways to capture the shopping 

dilemma, Rose decided to construct a shopping list that 
each type of shopper might take to the store. It was not 
an exhaustive list nor based on nutritional needs per se 
though with a bow to a variety of foods and nutrition. 
No frills.

Rose then did comparison shopping at stores in the 
local area, ranging from a small locally-owned organic 
store, regional chain and national chain grocery stores.  
� ough she knows that many shoppers use farmers 
markets and other sources, she needed to stay focused 
on an uncomplicated test.

“To gather my data, I visited � ve grocery stores in 
the Arcata area. I looked at the lowest-priced option 
for each item, and then the price of the organic option 
of that item. � is organic vs. non-organic study is just 
one example of the ethical decisions shoppers might 
face while shopping." (From the outset, this project 

Rose Brazil Few with Dan Sealy
 

So, you want to buy food using your ethical beliefs: 
locally produced, organic, no plastic packaging, fair 
employment, vegan. � at is a lot to pack into a trip to the 
grocery store and stay within a budget, but many people 
have just such a list in mind each time they decide what 
to add to their cart. 

During this Covid year, Environmental Studies student, 
Rose Brazil Few, worked with Northcoast Environmental 
Center Board member, Dan Sealy, to develop a project 
to get a sense of how those ethical choices impact the 
cost of shopping. “As an environmental studies major, 
I have been told the importance of eating ethical, local, 
organic produce. But this so-called ‘healthier’ and more 
‘sustainable’ lifestyle is often thought of as more expensive 
and not realistic for people on a budget. I wanted to see 
if this was true, and if so where can people get the most 
value for their money?” 

Rose developed her methods over time using an 
iterative process. “When designing this project, these 
variables (availability and food unit size) had to be 
acknowledged yet could not overcomplicate the data. 
I wanted this project to give a realistic picture of what 
a trip to the grocery store looks like for both a family 
and a student.”

Rose settled on one ethical variable: buying organic. 
“When creating a ‘basic grocery list’ we wanted to represent 
people with di� erent diets. We looked at a vegan student, 
and also a family that would need to feed children that 
ate meat and dairy. We included items that each person 
would buy and also some items that would overlap for 
both households. � ere is both a dairy cheddar cheese 
and a vegan cheese, and both whole milk and almond 
milk. We did include meat such as beef and chicken 

Di�  cult Decisions: 
Shopping Ethically within your Budget

was not conducted to promote one store over another 
so names of stores visited have not been included, only 
types of stores.) 

What did she � nd? 
"So, looking at the data, if a single person only shopped 

at local grocery stores for organic options, they could 
only shop for their groceries approx. 1.5 times a month 
on CalFresh without other � nancial or food resources. 
But, if they only looked for the cheapest options, without 
thinking about their ethical considerations, the number 
of grocery trips can increase to up to 4 times a month.”

Takeaways
• � ere are many factors that people consider while 

shopping for their food 
• Being able to shop ethically should not be limited to 

the upper-class
• We need to work towards food justice and make sure that 

everybody has access to a� ordable and ethical options

When asked what she learned from this exercise, 
she replied: “� e project � ndings pretty much con� rmed 
my hypothesis that the local natural food stores would 
be higher priced when compared to larger chain grocery 
stores. But it did surprise me that the regional chain was 
actually cheaper than the national chain that I looked at. 
� rough this project, I was also able to see how important 
ethical concerns are when shopping and some of the 
disparities in what you are able to get when on a budget.”

Rose sees opportunities for students to continue this 
exercise. She suggests: “A good next step would be to look 
at some other ethical questions like diet, local options, 
or packaging. I also would like this project to be more 
applicable to food inequalities and to further explore how 
resources such as food stamps can help local households.”

Any student interested in engaging in follow-up study 
please contact us at nec@yournec.org with Attention 
Dan Sealy in the subject line.

Rose Brazil Few, HSU Student & NEC Intern
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Matt Simmons, EPIC Legal Fellow

At this year’s Fall Celebration, EPIC will be honoring 
Priscilla Hunter and Polly Girvin with the Sempervirens 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Priscilla and Polly are 
longtime Tribal and environmental advocates who 
have left a lasting impact on the North Coast.

Priscilla Hunter is a member of the Coyote Valley 
Band of Pomo Indians. When Priscilla was still a young 
child, the Army Corp of Engineers decided to construct 
a dam on the Russian River that would submerge her 
tribe’s lands. Congress then “terminated” her tribe 
and seized their land in order to construct the dam. 
� e newly constructed “Coyote Valley Dam” formed 
Lake Mendocino and left her tribe landless. 

Over the coming decades, Priscilla’s elders worked 
hard to keep her tribe together and resist termination. 
After almost 20 years of being “terminated” by the 
Federal Government, the Coyote Valley Band was 
restored in 1976 thanks to litigation by California Legal 
Services. After the restoration of her tribe to federal 
recognition Priscilla was appointed Tribal Administrator 
and was responsible for building the roads, homes 
and tribal o�  ce on the new reservation as well as 
crafting the formative constitutional documents and 
resolutions establishing the tribal government. One 
of the tasks at this time, which she viewed as most 
important, was reintroducing traditional dance and 
songs to the tribal youth. 

During her tenure as Tribal Chairwoman, Priscilla 
established a Tribal Environmental Protection Agency 
in which tribal youth each summer participate in 
environmental protection projects on their tribal 
land. Today, the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
has restored itself as a thriving, economically self-
su�  cient Indian nation dedicated to taking stands to 
enhance tribal sovereignty and preserve and protect 
their cultural heritage and the environment.

Priscilla has long worked with environmental 
organizations and engaged in government-to-
government consultations with federal and state 
agencies to protect her people’s sacred landscapes and 
cultural resources, both archaeological and biological. 
When EPIC � led the lawsuit EPIC v Johnson in order to 
protect Sally Bell Grove, Priscilla acted as a co-plainti�  
while she was a Board member of the International 
Indian Treaty Council. � e lawsuit opened the door 
for the eventual return of 3,845 acres of aboriginal 

Sinkyone land to local tribal control and stewardship. 
Priscilla also helped found the InterTribal Sinkyone 
Wilderness Council, a consortium of 10 Northern 
California Tribes which, in 1997, established the � rst-
ever InterTribal “Wilderness”. Priscilla has been the 
Chairwoman of this organization from its inception to 
the present. Today, the InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness 
Council works to protect and revitalize this critical 
part of Sinkyone territory through the reintroduction 
of tribal members’ cultural-ecological stewardship and 
traditional land uses. � ey have placed a wilderness 
easement on the land, permanently protecting it from 
development and commercial logging. 

Polly Girvin is a proud Chicana woman who has 
dedicated her life to helping people and protecting 
the environment. She graduated from UC Berkeley 
and Columbia Law and uses her degrees to assist the 
most vulnerable. Polly has been � ghting for civil rights 
since a teen when she participated as a student leader 
in the � ght to integrate the schools of Berkeley. As a 
Human Rights Fellow at Columbia Law School, Polly 
worked with the NAACP on a national equal protection 
challenge to the death penalty. After graduating from 
Law School, she went on to work with California 
Indian Legal Service in Eureka where she developed 
a love for the redwoods. 

Eventually, Polly moved to Mendocino where 
she worked as an attorney who helped women out of 
abusive relationships. Polly also participated in many 
Earth First! actions, including Redwood Summer. She 
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Honoring Priscilla Hunter and Polly Girvin 
with the Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award

has been arrested many times for the trees and deeply 
believes in the power of nonviolent direct action to 
e� ect social change. It was during a rally against the 
First Gulf War held in Boonville, California that Polly 
� rst met Priscilla. Polly thereafter taught classes at the 
reservation as part of a satellite branch of DQ University, 
one of the � rst ever Tribal Universities in the United 
States. Together, Polly and Priscilla then travelled to 
Chiapas, Mexico to deliver humanitarian supplies to the 
Zapatistas during their revolution against the Mexican 
government. Upon their return from Chiapas, Polly 
served as the Executive Director of the US Congress’ 
Advisory Council on California Indian Policy on which 
Priscilla served as a tribally-elected and Secretary 
of Interior-appointed representative for Northern 
California Tribes. � is federal commission’s task was 
to recommend policy solutions to the US government 
regarding the status issues facing California’s terminated, 
unrecognized and federally recognized Tribes.

Since then, Polly and Priscilla have been inseparable 
and have participated in many, many campaigns 
including travelling the state with Jesse Jackson and tribal 
leaders to � ght against the elimination of a�  rmative 
action in the UC University system. � ey also recently 
joined with Mendocino County environmentalists in 
a campaign to protect both the wetlands and many 
ancestral sacred sites during the construction of the 
Caltrans Willits Bypass Project. Polly and Priscilla have 
also both been pivotal in the � ght to preserve Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest which is the traditional 
territory of the Northern Pomo.

Priscilla and Polly have both lived incredible 
lives and the previous paragraphs only cover a small 
fraction of their important work. When not advocating 
on behalf of the planet, the dispossessed, and the 
vulnerable, Priscilla and Polly are busy helping to raise 
their four grandkids and � ve great grandkids. EPIC is 
so happy that Polly and Priscilla will be attending our 
event and we are excited to honor them both for their 
achievements. You can see Polly and Priscilla speak 
on October 3rd at the annual EPIC Fall Celebration.

Polly and Priscilla on their travels to Chiapas, Mexico to deliver 
humanitarian supplies to the Zapatistas during their revolution 

against the Mexican government.
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RRAS Field Trips in September!
Sat. Sept. 4th – 8:30-11am. We are excited to be 
providing four Saturday bird walks at the Arcata 
marsh this month, all meeting at the I Street parking 
lot. The first walk will be led by Cindy Moyer. With fall 
migration kicking in, these walks may offer a chance to 
say farewell for the year to some migratory species that 
breed here, such as swallows and swifts, and a chance to 
greet other species that spend their winters in Humboldt, 
including many sparrows and songbirds.
Contact Ralph at thebook@reninet.com for information 
on walks he leads, and all Arcata Marsh walks.
Sun. Sept. 5th – 7:30am. This is the fourth of our 
monthly Women & Girls’ Birding Walks series. 
September is here and the birding action is picking up! 
This walk at Hiller Park is likely to provide great viewing 
opportunities of both resident and migratory songbirds 
and hopefully some of the raptors, shorebirds, and water 
birds that use this park and the surrounding areas. Led by 
Samantha Chavez, a Wildlife graduate student at HSU 
studying barn owls, it will be wheelchair accessible. 
For reservations and meeting location contact out Field 
Trip Chair, Janelle, at janelle.choj@gmail.com.
Sat. Sept. 11th – 8:30-11a.m. Arcata Marsh with Carol 
Wilson.
Sun. Sept. 12th – 9-11a.m. Ralph Bucher will lead a 
walk at the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge, 
a beautiful and natural setting with a diverse array of 
habitats that support waterbirds, shorebirds, raptors, and 
songbirds.
Sat. Sept. 18th – 8:30-11a.m. Arcata Marsh with 
Elizabeth Meisman.
Sun. Sept. 19th – 9-11a.m. Ralph Bucher will lead 
a walk at the Eureka Waterfront, which is located 
in the urban center of Humboldt County, and offers 
an incredible diversity of waterbirds and shorebirds, 
including loons, grebes, pelicans, terns, gulls, and many 
species of sandpipers. It’s always a good time to perfect 
your gull ID and the Eureka waterfront can be a great 
place to do so!
Sat. Sept. 25th – 8:30-11a.m. Arcata Marsh with 
Michael Morris.
Sat. Sept. 25th – 9 a.m. to noon. Join RRAS and Kayak 
Trinidad (kayaktrinidad. com) to view local seabirds 
from a kayak. We will ply the waters of Trinidad 
Bay with professional guides seeking out Marbled 
Murrelets, Pigeon Guillemots, Common Murres, 
Black Oystercatchers and more. All kayaks and gear 
are provided. Reservations are required. Cost for this 
trip is $99/person to cover equipment and professional 
kayak guides. Contact Andrew Orahoske at andrew.
rras@gmail.com to reserve a spot on this sea birding 
adventure.
Sat. Sept. 25th – 9-11a.m. Wigi Wetlands Volunteer 
Workday. Help create bird-friendly habitat. Contact 
Jeremy Cashen at (214) 605-7368 for details.
View rras.org for more details. Local, state, and federal 
COVID protocols will be followed on all trips.

RRAS Virtual Program
Please join us on Friday, August 13th, at 7 pm, for a presentation on:

Traditional Fire Practices in a Contemporary Context, by Margo Robbins, and 
Bringing Prescribed Fire Back to the People by Lenya Quinn-Davidson
In this presentation, Margo Robbins, the Executive Director of the Cultural Fire Management Council (CFMC), 
a 501(c)(3) organization located on the upper Yurok Reservation in far Northern California, and co-founder and 
co-lead of the Indigenous People’s Burn Network (IPBN), will discuss how these two entities are helping tribes 
revive their traditional burn practices.

Above: Margo Robbins at a burn on the upper Yurok Reservation. Photo by Matt Mais.
The IPBN is a support network led by Native American people who are revitalizing their traditional fire cultures 

in a contemporary context. The long-term goal of the IPBN is to assist indigenous nations across the U.S. and 
abroad to reclaim their traditional fire regimes. Cultural practitioners of the Yurok, Hoopa, and Karuk tribes, in 
collaboration with The Nature Conservancy piloted this project which culminated in the creation of the Yurok, 
Hoopa, Karuk Healthy Country Plan which outlines a pathway for the three tribes to reclaim their traditional burn 
practices. The CFMC is in the process of implementing the strategies outlined in the Yurok, Hoopa, Karuk Healthy 
Country Plan which include: 1) Establish a family-led burn program, 2) Build local capacity, 3) Initiate Collaborative 
burning and learning opportunities, and 4) Strengthen state and federal support of cultural burning.

The mission of the Cultural Fire Management Council is “to facilitate the practice of cultural burning on 
the Yurok Reservation and Ancestral lands, which will lead to a healthier ecosystem for all plants and animals, 
long term fire protection for residents, and provide a platform that will in turn support the traditional hunting and 
gathering activities of Yurok.” Their long-term goal is to fully reclaim sovereign rights to use fire as a tool to restore 
Yurok ancestral territory to a healthy, viable ecosystem that supports the cultural lifeways of Yurok people.

The CFMC has several strategies for achieving these goals. These include ongoing implementation of a cultural 
burn fire program, strengthening state and federal support of cultural burning, building local capacity, public 
outreach about good fire, and intergenerational transfer of knowledge.  

Co-founder of the Cultural Fire Management Council, Margo Robbins is also a co-lead and advisor for the 
Indigenous People’s Burn Network. She graduated from Humboldt State University in 1987. Margo comes from 
the traditional Yurok village of Morek and is an enrolled member of the Yurok Tribe. She gathers and prepares 
traditional food and medicine and is a basket weaver and regalia maker. She is also the Indian Education Director 
for the Klamath-Trinity Joint Unified School district, a mom, and a grandma.

Continued on p. 2 – including Lenya Quinn-Davidson’s presentation details.



President’s Column
By Gail Kenny
“Always be birding” is a term that 
accurately describes what it’s like to be 
a birder. I found that once I became bird 
aware, it is hard to turn that off. “Always 

be birding” even applies when watching TV and movies 
where there are birds on the soundtrack or video. With 
video, they often get it wrong. Unintentional critic, 
I can’t help but note that it makes no sense to hear 
summer birds singing in winter in Canada with snow on 
the ground. I’m even guilty of birding while attending 
weddings, or at least the receptions. Several years ago, 
we attended a beach wedding on the Texas Gulf where I 
enjoyed watching frigate birds fly by while my husband 
requested that I refrain from using my binoculars during 
the ceremony. 

In downtown Trinidad where I live, the birds have 
turned the seasonal corner in early August where they 
have gone quiet. Although I’m still hearing Collared 
Doves cooing, and House Sparrows chirping with the 
occasional, White-crowned Sparrow’s, “pink” call, the 
birds are mostly quiet now. The Brewer’s Blackbirds 
that arrived early in spring to nest are long gone. The 
recently fledged Barn Swallows are no longer chittering 
on the wire in the backyard. Fortunately, the female 
Anna’s Hummingbird is still visiting my garden flowers. 
In the nearby woods, Swainson’s Thrushes have gone 
silent. I’m also missing the Wilson’s Warblers that were 
thick in numbers and singing vigorously just weeks ago. 
At the beach a few migrating shorebirds have begun 

showing up, and I look forward to the fall surge of 
neotropical migrants and shorebirds. 

To help you to “always be birding,” RRAS continues 
to offer weekly birding field trips. Check our scheduled 
field trips in The Sandpiper and on our website, rras.org. 
Another way to always be birding is to attend our second-
Friday-of-the-month, Program Presentations, still on Zoom 
for the next few months at least, to learn more about birds 
and nature from a variety of knowledgeable speakers.
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Thinking of Joining the Audubon Society?
 
By sending in your membership, either directly or on the form 
below, to National Audubon, (rather than replying to solicitations 
from National Audubon), the fee is sent directly to our chapter – 
if you use the Code RRAS C24. However, when you renew with 
National, the share of membership dues that RRAS receives is only 
a couple of dollars.
If you join the local Chapter, RRAS, directly, we receive the total 
dues both initially and on renewal.
To do so, write a check out to RRAS for $15 and be sure to inlcude 
“local membership” on your check, then mail to: 
Redwood Region Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1054, Eureka, CA 95502.
You are welcome to join both nationally and locally.

------------------------------------------------------------
To join National Audubon:
Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society and 
of my local chapter  (RRAS C24), and send AUDUBON magazine 
and my membership card to the address below. My check for $25 
is enclosed.
NAME ...............................................................................................
ADDRESS ........................................................................................
EMAIL ..............................................................................................
Please make checks out to the National Audubon Society, and send 
with this coupon, to 225 Varick Street, 7th floor, New York, NY 10014 Above: Lenya Quinn-Davidson at September burn in Bear River. Photo by Thomas Stratton.

Above: Cartoon by Gary Bloomfield. Contact Gary 
for more artwork at bloomfieldstudio@me.com.

(Continued from p. 1)
Bringing Prescribed Fire Back to the People                      By Lenya Quinn-Davidson
During her presentation, Lenya Quinn-Davidson, Area Fire Advisor for the University of California Cooperative 
Extension, will discuss recent efforts to bring prescribed fire back into the  hands of landowners, community 
members, and cultural practitioners throughout California. Prescribed fire is used to increase biodiversity, reduce 
fire risk, and increase landscape and community resiliency. Recent catastrophic wildfire seasons have piqued 
national interest in increasing its use. Lenya will share her community-based work in Humboldt County, as well 
as statewide policy and community organizing that are changing the face of prescribed fire throughout the West.

Lenya Quinn-Davidson is a Fire Advisor with the University of California Cooperative Extension on the 
North Coast of California. Lenya’s primary focus is on the human connection with fire, and increasing the use of 
prescribed fire for habitat restoration, invasive species control, and ecosystem and community resiliency. Lenya 
works on prescribed fire issues at various scales, including locally in Humboldt County, where she works with 
private landowners to bring fire back as a land management tool; at the state level, where she collaborates on policy 
and research related to prescribed fire; and nationally, through her work and leadership on prescribed fire training 
exchanges (TREX). Lenya received a Bachelor of Science from UC Berkeley and a Master of Arts in Social Science 
from Humboldt State University. She is passionate about using prescribed fire to inspire and empower people, from 
rural ranchers to agency leaders to young women pursuing careers in fire management, and everyone in between.



King of the Night                                                                                     By Susan Penn
Scientists have named the Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax. This translates roughly as ‘night raven 
night raven.’ But while the strident call of this bird at night might remind you of a raven, this debonair bird is not even 
closely related to ravens. In the Humboldt Bay area, their relatives include the Great Blue Heron, all our egrets, and 
also the reclusive bittern. They share the fact that the night-heron never learned to sing, and the love of fresh fish and 
frogs. They also share a coiled neck which is kept discreetly hidden.

A fine artist crafted these creatures. The top of the adult’s head and back are a glossy black, while the neck and 
forehead are a brilliant white, setting off a long, heavy black bill, and deep scarlet eyes. At the nape of the neck are two 
or three long, thin white plumes. On a breezy day, these plumes float up over a black back, then settle back down in 
a graceful arc. The wings are medium blue-gray, with a lighter gray belly like the color of fog seen through branches.

Night-herons roost in trees near the water during the day. Walking by, you will often hear an off-key, hollow 
clucking, which aids in locating them. It seems odd that a two-foot-tall bird would be hard to discern, but their coloring 
mimics the dark and light of tree and sky, and looking up into a tree, part of the bird is usually obscured. Peer up 
through cypress branches to find a night-heron, and you may spy just toes and part of a belly, maybe a gray shoulder 
topped with a black and white cap, or a sharp red eye gazing down at you.

I find myself referring to individual night-herons as “he.” I mean no slight to females of the species, but the male 
and female of this species look alike (I am told that the female is slightly smaller, but I have never seen two of them 
close enough together to make that distinction). More significantly, their markings make me think of tuxedos, and their 
carriage has some of the propriety that I associate with a man wearing a tux.  

Night-herons walk rapidly along on short yellow legs with long, serious-looking unwebbed toes. Unlike their 
cousins, they disdain muddy feet. The herons are all considered “wading birds,” and everybody else wades through 
marshes, tidal sloughs, and cow pastures. The night-heron however, prefers to balance on rocks, perch on docks, or 
swing on dock lines – anything that gets them within stabbing distance of the water without sullying their yellow legs!

They spare themselves a lot of grief by feeding at night while their larger cousins are sleeping, as competition 
for food can be intense. I have seen them get pushed aside by Great Egrets before sunset, but once darkness falls, the 
Black-Crowned Night-Herons reign. Above: Black-crowned Night-Heron on a snag 

in the Mad River, by Nancy Spruance.

Birding with Women                                                             By Sue Hilton
 

For the third in the Redwood Region Audubon Society’s (RRAS) series of Women and Girls’ 
Birding Walks, folks gathered on the first Sunday in August at the Arcata Marsh by the bay. 

Under clouds of primitive-looking Brown Pelicans, we introduced ourselves and our well-
informed leader, Jude Power, told us the shorebirds we’d be seeing were early southerly 
migrants. Later birds, she explained, will stay on, but these are just traveling through. We 
met at 3:30 in the afternoon because the tide was coming in which would encourage the 
birds to come close to the shore and be easier to observe.

We immediately started seeing tiny Least Sandpipers with their soft brown bibs along 
the edge of the rocks, close to where we stood by the picnic tables. Further out in the bay, 

we watched a flock of Marbled Godwits, with smaller Short-billed Dowitchers mixed in. 
We also saw hard-to-spot (until they fly and show off their dramatic black-and-white wing 

patterns), grayish-colored Willets among the crowd.
Much further out, we could see packs of gulls and thousands of (to me at least) unidentified 

shorebirds poking in the still-exposed mud and swooping back and forth in huge flocks over 
the water. When the godwit flock moved north, we moved with them, but instead of settling 
conveniently near the shore they all gathered on a low-tide bar further out. Still, it was easy to 
spot the dowitchers because they were the ones almost disappearing underwater as they probed 
for invertebrates in the mud, but not so easy to see any other details. Great Egrets waded in deeper 
water, and mid-sized shorebirds against the far bank were identified as curlews. When we headed 
back south again and around the corner, we were able to get a much closer look at a mixed godwit/
willet/dowitcher flock at the edge of the rocks, and were able to better see pink and black, godwit 
bill colors, the rusty undersides (remnants of mating colors) on some of the dowitchers, and the 
clean, white belly and throat (no brown bib) of a Western Sandpiper.

We talked about Short-billed and Long-billed Dowitchers - not easy to separate visually, but 
they’re here at different times of the year, and their calls are very different. Jude informed us 
that the Long-billed are quite noisy when they feed but the Short-billed are silent. Heading back 
towards the parking lot, a line of seaweed-covered pilings provided perches for one or two birds 
each, giving us a great opportunity to see the differences in shape and size between a round, stubby-
beaked Black-bellied Plover and the by-now-familiar godwits, Willets, and dowitchers. Besides 
the many, many, Brown Pelicans in various plumages, there were also Double-crested Cormorants 

and a Mallard on the Marsh islands, a Pied-billed Grebe in the lake, and several swallows swooping 
overhead. It was a fun, relaxed, and educational trip.

Thanks, Jude, for leading it, and RRAS for organizing these birding walks for women!

Photos: Top left: Diving Brown Pelican, by Sue Hilton. Top right: Western Sandpiper; middle: walk partic-
ipants; bottom: Marbled Godwit (R), and Short-Billed Dowitchers, by G. Albertine.



Offshore Wind Energy Public Comment Deadline September 13
RRAS encourages members and supporters to submit comment letters regarding the 
potential development of offshore wind energy facilities around Humboldt Bay and in 
the open ocean in our region. The developments include large floating wind turbines, 
undersea transmission cables, new shipping and port facilities on Humboldt Bay, and 
new or expanded electrical transmission lines to the east and south of our region to 
deliver electrical power to the grid. In addition to obvious potential impacts to seabirds 
and marine wildlife, there are myriad impacts from port and electrical transmission lines. 
Some things to consider:
– Adaptive management to mitigate bird impacts should be ongoing and coordinated 
among all projects within the Humboldt Call Area (HCA).
– Projects within the call area shall not cause negative impact on any species’ ability to 
thrive nor on species that are not thriving.

Please check RRAS.org for additional information and suggested points developed 
by our conservation committee. We encourage everyone to read the announcement and 
project documents from the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM): 
www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-activities/humboldt-wind-energy-area.

Update on a Downy Woodpecker Nest
from The Sandpiper, April 2021 issue

By Pete and Judy Haggard 
We first noticed a pair of Downy Woodpeckers (Dryobates pubescens) 
examining the dead, Red Alder tree in our front yard, on March 30, 2021. By 
May 5, when we think they established a nest, they had pecked three perfectly 
round holes, near each other, before choosing one of the holes for the nest. 
For the first two weeks it seemed that there was not much activity at the nest, 
but thereafter the parents brought food to the young at an increasing rate. The 
last week the fledglings were in the cavity, they peeked out of the entrance 
to the nest hole noisily begging for food. At this point they looked like the 
adults, and there appeared to be at least one male and one female. The nest was 
abandoned June 4, but we still commonly see Downy Woodpeckers (DOWO) 
in our garden. Woodpeckers of all kinds need older dying trees for food and 
shelter. If they are to survive in urban environments we need to provide them 
with these essentials. 

Right: DOWO parent spits out wood 
chips in March, while preparing a 
nesting cavity for chicks.
Below: Both parents feed male chick.
Below Right: Mother feeds female 
chick. All photos by Pete Haggard.
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Matt Simmons, EPIC Legal Fellow

At this year’s Fall Celebration, EPIC will be honoring 
Priscilla Hunter and Polly Girvin with the Sempervirens 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Priscilla and Polly are 
longtime Tribal and environmental advocates who 
have left a lasting impact on the North Coast.

Priscilla Hunter is a member of the Coyote Valley 
Band of Pomo Indians. When Priscilla was still a young 
child, the Army Corp of Engineers decided to construct 
a dam on the Russian River that would submerge her 
tribe’s lands. Congress then “terminated” her tribe 
and seized their land in order to construct the dam. 
� e newly constructed “Coyote Valley Dam” formed 
Lake Mendocino and left her tribe landless. 

Over the coming decades, Priscilla’s elders worked 
hard to keep her tribe together and resist termination. 
After almost 20 years of being “terminated” by the 
Federal Government, the Coyote Valley Band was 
restored in 1976 thanks to litigation by California Legal 
Services. After the restoration of her tribe to federal 
recognition Priscilla was appointed Tribal Administrator 
and was responsible for building the roads, homes 
and tribal o�  ce on the new reservation as well as 
crafting the formative constitutional documents and 
resolutions establishing the tribal government. One 
of the tasks at this time, which she viewed as most 
important, was reintroducing traditional dance and 
songs to the tribal youth. 

During her tenure as Tribal Chairwoman, Priscilla 
established a Tribal Environmental Protection Agency 
in which tribal youth each summer participate in 
environmental protection projects on their tribal 
land. Today, the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
has restored itself as a thriving, economically self-
su�  cient Indian nation dedicated to taking stands to 
enhance tribal sovereignty and preserve and protect 
their cultural heritage and the environment.

Priscilla has long worked with environmental 
organizations and engaged in government-to-
government consultations with federal and state 
agencies to protect her people’s sacred landscapes and 
cultural resources, both archaeological and biological. 
When EPIC � led the lawsuit EPIC v Johnson in order to 
protect Sally Bell Grove, Priscilla acted as a co-plainti�  
while she was a Board member of the International 
Indian Treaty Council. � e lawsuit opened the door 
for the eventual return of 3,845 acres of aboriginal 

Sinkyone land to local tribal control and stewardship. 
Priscilla also helped found the InterTribal Sinkyone 
Wilderness Council, a consortium of 10 Northern 
California Tribes which, in 1997, established the � rst-
ever InterTribal “Wilderness”. Priscilla has been the 
Chairwoman of this organization from its inception to 
the present. Today, the InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness 
Council works to protect and revitalize this critical 
part of Sinkyone territory through the reintroduction 
of tribal members’ cultural-ecological stewardship and 
traditional land uses. � ey have placed a wilderness 
easement on the land, permanently protecting it from 
development and commercial logging. 

Polly Girvin is a proud Chicana woman who has 
dedicated her life to helping people and protecting 
the environment. She graduated from UC Berkeley 
and Columbia Law and uses her degrees to assist the 
most vulnerable. Polly has been � ghting for civil rights 
since a teen when she participated as a student leader 
in the � ght to integrate the schools of Berkeley. As a 
Human Rights Fellow at Columbia Law School, Polly 
worked with the NAACP on a national equal protection 
challenge to the death penalty. After graduating from 
Law School, she went on to work with California 
Indian Legal Service in Eureka where she developed 
a love for the redwoods. 

Eventually, Polly moved to Mendocino where 
she worked as an attorney who helped women out of 
abusive relationships. Polly also participated in many 
Earth First! actions, including Redwood Summer. She 
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Honoring Priscilla Hunter and Polly Girvin 
with the Sempervirens Lifetime Achievement Award

has been arrested many times for the trees and deeply 
believes in the power of nonviolent direct action to 
e� ect social change. It was during a rally against the 
First Gulf War held in Boonville, California that Polly 
� rst met Priscilla. Polly thereafter taught classes at the 
reservation as part of a satellite branch of DQ University, 
one of the � rst ever Tribal Universities in the United 
States. Together, Polly and Priscilla then travelled to 
Chiapas, Mexico to deliver humanitarian supplies to the 
Zapatistas during their revolution against the Mexican 
government. Upon their return from Chiapas, Polly 
served as the Executive Director of the US Congress’ 
Advisory Council on California Indian Policy on which 
Priscilla served as a tribally-elected and Secretary 
of Interior-appointed representative for Northern 
California Tribes. � is federal commission’s task was 
to recommend policy solutions to the US government 
regarding the status issues facing California’s terminated, 
unrecognized and federally recognized Tribes.

Since then, Polly and Priscilla have been inseparable 
and have participated in many, many campaigns 
including travelling the state with Jesse Jackson and tribal 
leaders to � ght against the elimination of a�  rmative 
action in the UC University system. � ey also recently 
joined with Mendocino County environmentalists in 
a campaign to protect both the wetlands and many 
ancestral sacred sites during the construction of the 
Caltrans Willits Bypass Project. Polly and Priscilla have 
also both been pivotal in the � ght to preserve Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest which is the traditional 
territory of the Northern Pomo.

Priscilla and Polly have both lived incredible 
lives and the previous paragraphs only cover a small 
fraction of their important work. When not advocating 
on behalf of the planet, the dispossessed, and the 
vulnerable, Priscilla and Polly are busy helping to raise 
their four grandkids and � ve great grandkids. EPIC is 
so happy that Polly and Priscilla will be attending our 
event and we are excited to honor them both for their 
achievements. You can see Polly and Priscilla speak 
on October 3rd at the annual EPIC Fall Celebration.

Polly and Priscilla on their travels to Chiapas, Mexico to deliver 
humanitarian supplies to the Zapatistas during their revolution 

against the Mexican government.

A future site of a� ordable housing in Eureka. Note the amount 
of surrounding downtown space that will still be devoted 

exclusively to car storage. Photo credit: City of Eureka.

Stay Updated:
www.northcoastcnps.org

facebook.com/NorthCoastCNPS
CNPS welcomes everyone.  No expertise required.

Evening Program
September 8, Wednesday.  7:30 p.m. “An exploration 
of Coastal Plant Communities and the Journey to 
Heal � em at Seawood Cape Preserve’’.  Join reserve 
steward Jessie Bunkley for a photographic exploration of 
several north coast ecosystems found on � e Wildlands 
Conservancy’s Seawood Cape Preserve, including 
spruce-� r and redwood forests, and coastal scrub.  Learn 
about the interplay between native and invasive species, 
and ongoing e� orts to restore ecosystem function and 
balance. Register for this Zoom presentation on our 
website, northcoastcnps.org.  

Field Trip
September 19, Sunday.  Ocean Ranch Day Hike. Even 
at the end of a droughty summer the wetlands in the 
Eel River estuary will have water and lush plants. We 
will walk 2-4 miles in Calif. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife’s 
Ocean Ranch Unit and Table Blu�  County Park, � nding 
pasture, dune, and wetland plants.  Meet at 9 a.m. at 
Paci� c Union School (3001 Janes Rd., Arcata), 9:30 at 
Bayshore Mall, or 10:00 at the trailhead.  Dress for the 
weather; bring lunch and water.  Contact Carol at 707-
822-2015 or theralphs@humboldt1.com.

NORTH  COAST
CHAPTER

CALIFORNIA NATIVE 
PLANT SOCIETY

Fall Native Plant Sale
Sat. & Sun, September 25 &26

Freshwater Farms Reserve: 5851 Myrtle Ave., Eureka, CA
In-person shopping by-appointment. For your � rst native plant or for adding to your native diversity, � nd 

it among our more than 1,000 plants of more than 100 species.  Make an appointment and see a list of 
plants on our website: www.northcoastcnps.org

Meanwhile, our native plants are available every day, 12-6PM at the Kneeland Glen Farmstand (5851 
Mytle Ave, Eureka) near the Three Corners Market. Questions: northcoastcnps@gmail.com

Photo By 
Sharon King

Native Plant Demonstration Garden

Colin Fiske, Executive Director
Nobody knows how many parking spaces there are 

on the North Coast, but it’s a good bet that there are 
a lot of them. It’s been estimated that there are up to 2 
billion parking spaces in the United States, and there 
are a lot more parking spaces per person in rural and 
suburban areas than in big cities. � at means there 
are probably hundreds of thousands of places to park 
a car in Humboldt County alone. In other words, we 
can be pretty sure that dozens of square miles of the 
county are devoted solely to storing vehicles for various 
lengths of time.

� is isn’t an accident. For the last three-quarters 
of a century, it’s been planned this way. For example, 
if you wanted to build a new single-family home in 
unincorporated Humboldt County today, you’d be 
required to also build between two and four o� -street 
parking spaces alongside it—and often even more, because 

Let’s Build Homes 
for People, Not Cars

not all parking areas count toward the requirements. A 
new retail store, no matter how small, must build at least 
four o� -street parking spaces for customers and one for 
each employee. � ese requirements are rooted in the 
assumption that everyone will own a car and drive to 
get around. In reality, this is a self-ful� lling prophecy: 
providing abundant free parking leads people to own 
cars and drive more than they otherwise would.

Perhaps even more importantly, cars take up a lot 
of space, so car storage is an expensive and ine�  cient 
use of land. All those required parking spaces add a lot 

to the cost of a new building, and the eventual owners, 
renters, or customers pay the price. Plus, car storage in 
all of its forms takes up a huge amount of space in our 
towns that could otherwise be used for more valuable 
purposes, like housing people.

A couple of years ago, the City of Eureka � nally 
came to terms with the fact that its housing crisis could 
only be solved by converting some of the space set aside 
for car storage. It is now carrying out a logical and 
forward-thinking plan to ensure that a� ordable housing 
is built on city-owned land that currently houses only 
cars. Unfortunately, some people still seem to value 
the availability of short-term car storage more than 
a� ordable housing, and there has been � erce resistance 
to building housing in several of the proposed locations.

Few people on the North Coast still think it’s a 
good idea to pave over more working lands and natural 
ecosystems in order to build tract homes. Yet almost 
everybody acknowledges the need for more housing. 
� at leaves us with no acceptable option except building 
in our existing communities. It could be said, ironically, 
that we’re lucky that our past planning practices resulted 
in a lot of underutilized asphalt, because it means we still 
have places to put new homes. But if we keep following 
those outdated practices—if we insist on preserving our 
huge amounts of car storage and providing even more 
parking each time we put up a new building—then we’ll 
never solve the housing crisis or provide any meaningful 
alternatives to the dangerous, polluting automobile.
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Maggie Gainer, Zero Waste Humboldt

As consumers become more aware of the constant 
growth of single use plastics in the worldwide marketplace 
and the signi� cant role that plastic production and 
disposal play in global warming, we have become 
vulnerable to misleading claims of recyclability and 
compostability on store shelves.

Zero Waste and environmental organizations have 
called, “Enough!” and are investigating misleading 
claims, naming the biggest culprits, and following 
up with lawsuits. In 2018, Keurig was sued in a class 
action complaint for the recycling label on its co� ee 
pods. In December 2020, Greenpeace sued Walmart 
because of its misleading recycling labels on Numbers 
3-7 plastic packaging. � e most recent action targets 
TerraCycle, the poster child for eco-groovy marketing. 
� e action focuses on the tricky packaging labels 
that TerraCycle brand partners use. Lauded for its 
packaging take-back/mail-in programs, Terra Cycle’s 
strict participation limits prohibit most consumers 

PRESSURE FOR TRUTH IN PAC� GING
OVER FALSE RECYCLING & COMPOSTING CLAIMS

from participating in their 
recycling programs.

L e a d i n g  a l l  t h r e e 
lawsuits, is San Francisco-
based Lexington Law Group. 
Its website summarizes these 
3 cases (www.lexlawgroup.
com/our-work).

In a San Jose Mercury 
News op-ed piece last 
month, environmentalist 
Julie Packard points out that 
while most U.S. businesses 
have su� ered the past year, 
Big Oil’s single-use plastic 
production has accelerated 
growth unabated. “Even as 
we learn more about the 
pervasive environmental 
problems with single-use 
plastic, industry is making 
more of it than ever before. 
Of the 6.3 billion tons of plastic that people have 
used and thrown away, only 9% has been recycled. 

� at number shows no sign of increasing.” She also 
asserts that once the mounting evidence on plastic 
pollution’s impact on human health is fully assessed, 
it will be reframed as an environmental justice issue.

What can we do?
1. Recognize that all packaging that is multi-material, 

regardless of green claims on the package, is DTR 
or di�  cult-to-recycle. In the redwood coast region, 
this generally means it’s trash.  Do not contaminate 
your curbside recycling container with it.

2. Remember the old 3 Rs. Recycling is the last priority. 
Reuse systems have much less environmental impact. 
Adopt shopping habits with returnable bottles and 
your own containers, bags, bottles, cartons. 

3. If you must use single use packaging, seek nonplastics 
-- paper and other � bers.

4. Notify your local, state, and federal elected leaders 
that plastic pollution is too serious for them to 
ignore. California and several states – led by Maine 
– have proposed or passed legislation that requires 
the industry producers of plastic pollution to pay.

5. Join Zero Waste Humboldt’s public education e� orts: 
zerowastehumboldt@gmail.com

Zero Waste Humboldt

While Zero Waste Humboldt appreciates several 
regional and national Zero Waste and recycling 
organizations, we are excited by a new coalition 
recently founded by four of the original pioneers of 
mission-driven, community-based nonpro� t recycling. 
Eureka Recycling (Minneapolis), Eco-Cycle (Boulder), 
Ecology Center (Berkeley), and Recycle Ann Arbor 
(contemporaries of the now-defunct, nonprofit, 
Arcata Community Recycling Center) joined together 
to form the Alliance of Mission-Based Recyclers 
(AMBR) in 2019. 

With decades of operational experience and 
track records of proven performance and industry 

credibility, combined 
with environmental 
mission-driven values, 
this coalition is what has 
been missing from the 
guidance government 
needs for recycling 
s er v ice s ,  nat iona l 
discourse and policy 
development. AMBR 
members collect and 
sort tons of recyclables 
each month and o� er 
transparency in the 
issues of packaging 
d e s i g n ,  m a t e r i a l s 
recovery facilities, and 
authentic marketing of 
materials to buyers who remanufacture recyclables into 
new products. Local government materials recovery 
facility (MRF) contracting and operations are a critical 
focal point for rebuilding the U.S. recycling stream to 
restore trust, improving labor conditions and ensuring 
recyclable material is truly being manufactured into 
new products. From their vantage point of practical 
experience, they can propose and implement systemic 
solutions. � ey emphasize that we don’t have a recycling 
problem-- we have a packaging and plastics problem. 

Much plastic packaging 
like this broth container 
cannot be recycled despite 

packaging claims.

Alliance of Mission-Based Recyclers

� ey assert that there is a right and a wrong way to 
run recycling programs. AMBR will help develop and 
amplify model operational standards, contracting 
language, labor best practices and other tools to 
accelerate higher environmental and social standards 
in recycling operations.

While the food and beverage, plastics, packaging, 
and hauling industries regularly create new nonpro� ts 
to “educate” the public about how to recycle, ZWH 
is pleased to see the AMBR coalition’s leadership on 
the national scene.  

Presents

 Seasonal Herb Walks  
 July 10 – Redwood Creek  
 Sept. 11 – Fern Canyon

 Beginning with Herbs  
 Sept. 15- Nov. 3

2021-2022 CLASSES & EVENTS with Jane Bothwell

707-442-8157 • www.dandelionherb.com

 Herbal Journey to Greece:   
 Greek Isle of Ikaria  
 May 7-17, 2022

 10-Mo. Herbal Studies   
 Feb. - Nov. 2022
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Matt Simmons, Redwood Coalition for 
Climate and Environmental Responsibility

The Redwood Coalition for Climate and 
Environmental Responsibility (RCCER) calls for the 
establishment of a Citizens Law Enforcement Review 
Board. While RCCER is an organization mainly focused 
on the climate and the environment, we see these issues 
and the issue of police reform as inextricably linked. 
In order to understand why, we have to examine the 
history of policing and the environmental movement 
on the North Coast.

Here on the North Coast, the police have historically 
abused their power in order to help extractive industries 
destroy the environment. During the campaign to 
protect Headwaters Forest, the Humboldt County 
police jabbed pepper-spray-drenched Q-tips into 
the protesters' eyes to try to coerce them to end the 
protest. During Redwood Summer, when someone 
detonated a pipe bomb under the driver’s seat of Judi 
Bari’s car, rather than investigate the attack, the FBI 
and Oakland Police arrested her for transporting the 
bomb. (Bari and co-defendant Darryl Cherney sued 
the FBI and the Oakland Police for defamation and 
ultimately won the suit.) � e police exist to defend the 
status quo. And the status quo is bad for the planet.

These kinds of incidents are not relegated to 
the past. In June 2019, Mike Gamms was beaten by 
Humboldt County police o�  cers while acting as a 
video journalist at a longstanding logging protest of 
an area containing signi� cant old-growth forest. � e 
assault resulted in a fractured rib and several other 
bruised ribs; a large contusion to his right eye socket; 
a three-centimeter laceration on his left upper lip; 
contusions on his nose; and the loosening of a tooth. 

RCCER believes in a future where Humboldt 
County no longer engages in activities that exacerbate 
the climate crisis. In order for that future to become a 
reality, we will have to dramatically change our society, 
economy, and way of life. � is kind of dramatic change 
will necessitate protest and direct action. Research any 
historic societal change and you will � nd that direct 
action and protest were at the heart of the movement. 

NEXUS The intersection of human rights, the <<<>>> 
environment, social justice, and the economy

� e Link Between � e 
Environment and Police Reform

From Gandhi to Martin Luther King Jr., non-violent 
direct action has been one of the only tactics that can 
convince a powerful nation to change its behavior. 
In order to change the status quo, people will need 
to make noise and get in the way. In the words of 
John Lewis, people will have to make “good trouble, 
necessary trouble” in order to shake society out of its 
mindless sleepwalk towards a climate catastrophe. 

And when protestors engage in nonviolent direct 
action, they deserve to have their civil rights protected. 
� ey deserve to not have to fear that the police will beat 
them, or pepper spray them, or refuse to investigate 
their murder. � ey deserve to know that the police 
are accountable to the citizenry and that the police 
are under the control of the People, not the other way 
around. As such, it is necessary for any Citizens Law 
Enforcement Review Board to have subpoena power 
and the authority to recommend disciplinary action. 
Subpoena power will allow the Board to compel 
witnesses to appear and testify regarding police 
misconduct. � is includes requiring police o�  cers 
to testify against one another or face a contempt 
charge. � at way, the Board can e� ectively investigate 
the police when they are accused of misconduct. � e 
authority to recommend disciplinary action will ensure 
that the Board is taken seriously and can e� ectively 
respond to, as well as deter, police misconduct. Too 
often when disciplinary action for o�  cers is determined 
solely by the police, the consequences fail to measure 
up to the seriousness of the  misconduct and other 
o� enses. Hopefully, the review board can help change 
that pattern.

With these two powers, a Citizens Law Enforcement 
Review Board will become a powerful new tool for 
checking the abuses of the police. � is way, the police are 
answerable to the people and can be held accountable 
when they abuse their power. No longer will the police 
be able to unaccountably terrorize protestors of all 
stripes. Creating a Citizen Law Enforcement Review 
Board, with subpoena power and the authority to 
recommend disciplinary action, will be a small but 
important step towards ensuring that Humboldt 
County becomes a safer place for everyone. 

OldGrowthTimbers.com 707-834-5340
USED REDWOOD LUMBER

Lorelei Lane, Arcata

How Can We Fix Our 
Recycling System?

� e Recycling Commission Has Some Suggestions

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

California has some of 
the most ambitious recycling 
and waste-reduction goals 
in the country, and by and 
large, Californians support 
these goals and want to 
see them implemented so 
we can reduce our waste 
and our greenhouse gas 
emissions. The problem 
is, our recycling systems 

are becoming increasingly complicated and global. In 
order to bring our recycling reality in line with our 
aspirations, the California’s Statewide Commission 
on Recycling Markets and Curbside Recycling, an 
appointed body of seventeen volunteers with expertise 
in recycling, has issued thirty policy recommendations 
to the governor. 

According to a recently issued report, The 
Commission, formed in 2019, was tasked with coming 
up with recommendations to build in-state recycling 
and composting capacity at a pace which it says is 
incompatible with the practical realities of permitting 
processes in California, reach the ambitious and 
unmet recycling rate of 75% by 2020 (considering 
that CalRecycle reports that the 2019 recycling rate 
was only 37%) and clarify what is ‘recyclable’ and 
‘compostable’.

� e policy recommendations include 
suggestions on how to:
1. Reduce the risk of � re and other hazards in discarded 

materials and associated risks to workers and 
communities, 

2. Eliminate some packaging that impedes recycling, 
3. Recon� gure recycling market development e� orts 

to improve e� ectiveness, and 
4. Commit to ensure that materials separated for 

recovery will not be processed in a manner that 
contradicts the environmental and social intent of 
recovery e� orts,

5. Fix the bottle bill by adding more redemption centers.

� e recommendations to ensure that our recyclables 
will not be processed in a way that is contradictory to 
the environmental and social intent of recyclers are 
inspired by Assembly Joint Resolution No. 4, which 
seeks to compel the U.S. to ratify the Basel Convention, 
a multinational environmental agreement to protect 
developing countries from the scourge of export and 
dumping of wastes from rich industrialized countries. 
� e U.S. is only one of a few countries who have failed 
to ratify it. � e Commission’s complete report can be 
found at calrecycle.ca.gov/markets/commission.
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Thimbleberry
It’s that time of year…trailside snacks are appearing 

on berry bushes all over Humboldt county! Blackberries, 
salmonberries, and thimbleberries are popping out of 
the foliage, with huckleberries right around the corner. 

Thimbleberries (Rubus pariflorus), known as 
Kerhper’ in the Yurok language, are close relatives 
of raspberries and look very similar. However, the 
berries are too delicate to sell commercially and are 
best enjoyed fresh or made into a quick jam. 
Remember to leave plenty for the wildlife! Campers 
and backpackers know the leaves of the thimbleberry 
bush well–they make a good substitute for toilet paper! 

Sources: Wikipedia – � imbleberry 
Photo Credit: Frank Fujimoto, Flickr

EcoNews 
Community 
Creations

Invitation to  Interstellar 
Circus Lovers
by Ellen E. Taylor

The purple swamphen charts the f low
Of Taurus mountain’s melted snow
Deaf to din of Shock and Awe
Atop her roost of reeds and straw.
Ref lecting fireball and star 
Euphrates f lows through Al Hammar.

Though missiles blast Eid pieties
Her fiery-beaked societies
Make peace with vengeance, dams and drought
And hatch their baby swamphens out.

Purple urchins, in grim host
Have gobbled  the Pacific Coast
Kelp forests: whales, eels, otters banished
When their generous jungle vanished.
Urchin barrens scar the shelves
Where the seas have starved themselves.

Detonations resonate
As Seals their sonars calibrate
Aquatic drones drill and parade
Where cetaceans  lately strayed.

Buy your tickets in advance
For the cosmic fire-dance!
Get a ringside seat, enjoy
As pyrotechnic  sets deploy
And plutocrat clowns vault and play
Above the grand  auto da fe.

Purple sea urchins have displaced native bull kelp forests 
along the coast of CA, aided by warming waters in the Paci� c.

Ivy Munnerlyn, Coastal Programs Coordinator

Brown Pelican
� e Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) or 

Jawurrachi in the Wiyot language, is a charismatic 
and recognizable seabird in Humboldt county. Brown 
pelicans often dwarf their seabird neighbors, but are 
actually the smallest species of pelican on Earth. 

� ese birds like to stick close to the shoreline 
and don’t stray more than 20 miles away from land. 
Brown pelicans can spot � sh in the water from 60-70ft 
overhead, and will use their characteristic long beak 
and throat pouch to dive in and scoop up prey. Brown 
pelicans are beloved by people in coastal regions all 
over their range. � ey are the state bird of Louisiana, 
and are the national bird of Barbados, Turks and 
Caicos, and other Caribbean islands.

Photo: Tom Benson, Flickr
Sources: Wikipedia – Brown Pelican

Pacific Banana Slug
Paci� c Banana Slugs (Ariolimax columbianus), or 

Joumash in the Wiyot language, are an iconic species 
of the redwood forest. Of the four species of banana 
slug, ours is the most common and least threatened.

While species in the Bay Area can take on the 
hue of a bright yellow banana, Paci� c banana slugs 
can look decidedly overripe with brown spots and a 
duller yellow color. � ey are also the second-largest 
species of slug in the world!

Banana slugs are hermaphrodites, and reproduce 
by exchanging sperm with another individual. 

Photo: Natalie McNear on Flickr 
Sources: Wikipedia – Banana slugs; 
Deep Look – Secret of the Slime
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has since “paused” logging in JDSF. Calling it a People’s 
Moratorium”, forest protectors continue to monitor 
for logging activities. However, many fear that once 
CalFire’s “outreach” phase is completed, logging will 
be allowed to resume.

Outside the meeting, Middle school student Ravel 
Gautheir reminded the crowd of the urgent need to 
address climate change by reducing logging, stating, 
“Ten percent of all global warming emissions are caused 
by deforestation... 48 football � elds of forest are logged 
every minute, and redwoods are not just any trees -- 
they're the best carbon sequestering organisms on the 
planet. Climate change is real. And my generation is 
who will pay -- some of us with our lives -- for what 
this generation has done.”

Inside the meeting, the JAG presentations on 
sustainability, carbon capture and cultural protection 
were interrupted by members of the audience calling 
out questions and comments about the use of Imazapyr 
(used to poison tan oaks), the cutting of late seral (large, 
old) redwoods, the lack of Indigenous representation 
in Jackson management, lack of carbon sequestration, 
excessive water needed by logging during a drought 

Press Release: Redwood Nation Earth First! 
and Mama Tree Network

Ft. Bragg CA – Led by local youth, demonstrators 
carrying signs and banners protesting logging in Jackson 
State Demonstration Forest (JDSF) and calling for a 
Moratorium, marched down Main St. to the Ft. Bragg 
Town Hall to an August 3 meeting of the Jackson 
Advisory Committee (JAG). Longtime Albion resident 
and forest activist Linda Perkins explained the ostensible 
purpose of the JAG meeting was to answer the general 
public’s questions gathered at CalFire outreach events 
held in June.  Perkins emphasized that the responses 
were “not speci� c to the concerns raised by the Coalition 
to Save Jackson State Forest”. 

CalFire’s recent public outreach blitz follows months 
of growing protests and nonviolent Direct Actions 
including tree sits at the Caspar 500 site and blockades 
at the entrances to the Timber Harvest Plan (THP), 
which also serve as much-used recreation areas. On 
June 16, employees of Anderson Logging Company 
continued falling trees in extremely close proximity to 
forest defenders on the contested Caspar THP. CalFire 

Public Demands Logging 
Moratorium in Jackson State Forest

Youth Lead March to CalFire Meeting Ft. Bragg — Elders Shut It Down 

Youth march on Jackson Advisory Committee to demand 
logging maratorium in Jackson State Forest. Sign reads: 

"Protect My Future Now."

and the � re dangers of 3-story high slash piles left in 
the forest. During a public Q & A period, these themes 
were reiterated but the answers did not satisfy. JAG 
members’ statements were challenged and fallacies 
pointed out, such as the debunked notion that carbon 
is stored as e� ectively in wood products as it is in 
living trees. 

Native American David Martinez testified 
eloquently and bitterly to the damage done to the 
original forests by greedy, extractive non-Native land 
practices, admonishing the JAG members for “still not 
listening to us” or learning how to care for the Earth. 
Martinez concluded: “� e forests you found in my 
great grandfather’s time didn’t just get that way by 
themselves, they were managed by Indigenous people 
for 10,000 years.”

 Brushing o�  these cogent public comments, the JAG 
members tried to resume their regular agenda but had 
to pause as four activists rose and walked to the front of 
the room, linked arms and began chanting “No business 
as Usual” and “Moratorium”. � e meeting adjourned.

Community commandeers Jackson Advisory Committee meeting on August 3 at Ft. Bragg Town Hall calling for a logging 
moratorium in Jackson State Forest. Sign reads: "Stop Logging Our Future."
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Letters to 
EcoNews
AN NEC REMEMBRANCE

Summer 1978 found me working as a hydrologic 
technician in Hayfork for the Shasta-Trinity National 
Forest. My primary duty was to walk streams and 
characterize their attributes that included gradient, 
total discharge (as measured in cubic feet/second), 
sediment sources, bedload composition, geology, 
and vegetation type. Environmental politics were 
much different then: the mission of the U.S. Forest 
Service (F.S.) was much more focused on getting 
the (timber) cut out and its relationship with 
the NEC was more adversarial. During that era, 
examples of partnerships where the NEC or other 
environmental groups collaborated with the F.S. on 
common-ground projects such as creating fire-safe 
communities or inventorying salmon populations 
were scarce to non-existent. 

Much of my work was focused on creeks on 
South Fork Mountain that conflued with the South 
Fork Trinity River near Hyampom. One day, starting 
atop South Fork Mountain near Blake Mountain, I 
set out to walk Lucy Gulch, a tributary to Big Creek. 
About two-thirds of the gulch’s stream length was 
on private timberland, which I had to pass through 
to get to F.S. lands. On previous days, I’d navigated 
past waterfalls, boulder-choked canyons, and deep 
bedrock pools, but nothing had prepared me for 
what I was to see that day. 

If you’re not familiar with “old-school cut-and-
run forestry,” let me enlighten you. Over a huge 
area—many tens of acres—all the trees had been 
felled, most of them massive, 36-72” in diameter. 
Using the practice of high-grading, only the very 
best trees were taken to the mill; the remainder 
now formed a log-jam from hell, stretching as 
far as I could see. There was no way to assess the 
condition of the channel by veering off it into the 
residual forest, so gamely, I soldiered on... all the 
while cursing the lie from the 1960s that someday 
soon, we’d all be traveling via jet pack.   

That day had a big impact on me and my world 
view. So much so that I was moved to write a poem 
for the EcoNews, which appeared in the November 
1978 issue. There was just one problem: I wasn’t sure 
if I could write a piece critical of forestry practices 
and not be subjected to blow-back. So, I only used 
my initials. Unfortunately, during the publication 
process, a typo crept in, with “radiant heat” being 
changed to “radiant head,” which likely made the 
final paragraph engender a “huh?” from readers. 

- Tom Leskiw

EcoNews 
Community 
Creations

Much Hunted Animal
by Tom Leskiw

rainwater puddles: mirrored ref lections
of myself in the middle of a country road
rising up sheen-like to explore the 
lines of my face

all the while walking down a country road
with cares dropping off like autumn leaves

 this valley totally encircled by
orographic clouds of menacing intent :
pregnant and black with expectation.
     September fourth:
winter’s begun already, creek waters
turbid with the first strong rain 
        where,
        exactly,
did all this timber harvesting madness
       begin? 

       once again
                quite soon
November snows will grace the f lanks
of the much hunted animal: South Fork Mountain; 

        the much less renowned:
        longest ridge in the world

advance guards of the next storm enter
brusquely upon the scene,
         the temperature lowers, 
radiant heat extirpated instantly: failing
        to warm the river gravels
                or myself   

Logging debris strewn section of stream near Tall Trees, 1976. 
Photo by Dave Van de Mark.

Our Most Pleasing Responsibility
August 9, 2021 – “The care of the Earth is our most 
ancient and most worthy, and after all, our most pleasing 
responsibility. To cherish what remains of it, and to foster 
its renewal, is our only legitimate hope.” – Wendell Berry 
Can you � nd pleasure in caring for the Earth? Does making 
sacri� ces of luxury for sustainability feel taxing, or is it an 
honor to give up what is unnecessary? Is participation in 
environmental politics a begrudging activity or do you 
feel the depth of your responsibility as an act of love and 
solidarity with the land? The more we can � nd pleasure 
in doing this work for the Earth, the more satisfaction we 
receive and the more we want to do it.

Beautiful Solutions
July 26, 2021 – While knowing the harsh realities of 
what we’re currently facing – social and environmental 
injustices worldwide – it is important to balance our 
consumption with media that is supportive, motivational, 
beautiful. “Beautiful Solutions is a project from This 
Changes Everything. It “gathers the most promising 
and contagious strategies for building a more just, 
democratic, and resilient world” Check it out here here: 
solutions.thischangeseverything.org/

We Are Earthlings
July 19, 2021 – “The Earth gave birth to all of us: the 
microbes and the macrobes, the ferns, frogs, � sh, � nches, 
four-leggeds, you and me and we are all together. You 
can feel the Earth, beneath you, around you, even inside 
of you. Our bones are made of calcium, magnesium, 
silicates– the clay of the earth molded into our shape. 
Our bodies are made up of water that has the chemical 
consistency of the oceans- we literally sweat and cry 
sea water. We aren’t just on the Earth, we’re of the Earth. 
Even amidst our human struggles, we can feel our larger 
identity as Earthlings.” – Wes Nisker

The Gift of Being Present
July 12, 2021 – “The biggest gift you can give is to be 
absolutely present, and when you’re worrying about 
whether you’re hopeful or hopeless or pessimistic or 
optimistic, who cares? The main thing is that you’re 
showing up, that you’re here and that you’re � nding ever 
more capacity to love this world because it will not be 
healed without that. That was what is going to unleash 
our intelligence and our ingenuity and our solidarity for 
the healing of our world.” -Joanna Macy

Mindful
Mondays

Find weekly Mindful 
Monday posts at 
www.yournec.org/
newsfeed
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House signed by eight national green organizations 
pointed out seven sections of the proposed legislation 
of considerable concern. � ese concerns relate 
to so-called “streamlining” or limiting the public 
environmental review of federal projects under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)  and 
lack of guarantee that the projects will use all the 
best available science. In particular, the letter called 
out the “Daines Amendment” to the Environmental 
Impact Assessment process that would result in the 
elimination of nearly all environmental review and 
public input for prescribed management activities, 
such as application of pesticides and timber cuts on 
projects up to 3000 acres. Unfortunately another 
provision would reauthorize a little-known agency, 
the Federal Permitting Improvement Steering 
Council, that limits time and information in the 
environmental permitting for major federal projects. 
� at Council tried to greenlight mining projects and 
oil pipelines as well as renewable resource projects 
during the Trump Administration and was called 
out by conservation organizations for its lack of 
keeping with the spirit of NEPA.   “By design, the 
whole point is not to get to better outcomes, it’s 
to get to faster outcomes,” said Brett Hartl of the 
Center for Biological Diversity, one of the groups 
who signed the letter. 

Green groups have also pointed out that the 
Transportation bill and Senator Manchin’s (D-
WV) “Energy Infrastructure Act” could result in 
“sweeping erosion” of environmental reviews such 
as permits for emergency actions even though the 
law already provides for reasonable alternatives. 
Provisions could eliminate environmental reviews 
for some pipelines while moving decision-making 
to states where review can be more lax. 

Wetlands
What is and what is not protected Under the 

Clean Water Act? This discussion has been at 
loggerheads for over a decade. Clearly wetlands and 
seasonal tributaries a� ect water quality. But where 
does the federal law stop? � e law was written to 
protect “navigable waters.” Clearly a large portion of 
wetlands and small tributaries are not navigable in 
the traditional sense but are part of (or have a nexus 
to) navigable waters and protection of navigable 
waters is hitched to all those other resources. In an 
attempt to provide certainty to the agencies who 
regulate wetland protections and water quality, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Army 
Corps of Engineers (Corps), as well as builders and 

Dan Sealy, NEC Legislative Analyst

Recess is Over
Congress took most of August and the � rst week 

of September o�  to return to their districts, meet 
with constituents and fundraise for the upcoming 
2022 elections. (Yes, that has started. If, in fact, 
it ever ends.)  As the House left Washington, the 
Senate pushed forward with reconciling their 
budget legislation with the Biden Administration’s 
budget proposal. � e � nal Senate Infrastructure 
package will be waiting. Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) will 
have just two and a half weeks after Labor Day to 
reconcile budgets and get them to the President 
for signature. Otherwise, there will be “continuing 
Resolutions” (stalling tactics) or close down the 
federal government. � is promises to be a bumpy 
road with an evenly split Senate, many of whom are 
happy to defy the President. � e budget will be a 
test of Biden’s much-lauded bipartisan deal-making.

US Senate: Three Steps Forward and 
Maybe Two Steps back? 

� e “Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act’’ 
as advanced in the Senate is long and encompasses 
a lot, but here is a glimpse. � e Act would create 
$550 billion in new federal spending over the next 
� ve years with $110 billion toward roads, bridges 
and similar large projects. It also includes funds to 
plan, construct and design on-road and o� -road 
trail facilities for pedestrians, bicyclists, and other 
non motorized forms of transportation; $66 billion 
for rail transportation; $65 billion to rebuild the 
nation’s electricity grid; $65 billion to increase access 
to broadband Internet access; and $39 billion to 
modernize and expand transit systems. In addition, 
the Act provides $55 billion for water infrastructure, 
$15 billion of which could be used for replacing lead 
pipes to foster clean drinking water.  � e legislation 
results from a broader bipartisan cooperation and 
includes many of the provisions lauded by progressives 
to fund opportunities to address climate change, such 
as electric vehicle charging stations and more e�  cient 
community street-lighting, as well as a switch to 
new technologies.  � e legislation includes language 
that would create jobs and help the Forest Service 
plant over a billion trees on national forest lands, 
as well as establish a commission to study wild� res 
and make recommendations to prevent them. 

On the � ip side, a letter sent to both the Senate and 

Eye onWashington

Make your voice heard
Humboldt County Supervisors
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developers who own those resources, the Obama 
administration attempted to draw a clearer line 
between what was protected in the law and what 
was not. Lawsuits upended that attempt. During 
Trump’s tenure, his administration attempted to 
draw the line more to the bene� t of landowners 
at the expense of resource protection and that 
ruling currently stands.  Now President Biden’s EPA 
and Corps are working to craft a somewhat more 
conservation-minded regulation that can withstand 
legal challenges. 

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) 
In early August, Interior Secretary Haaland 

announced Interior will reopen the environmental 
review of the ANWR’s oil and gas leases following 
the Biden Administration’s earlier determination that 
the Trump administration’s assessment was “� awed.”  
Haaland had previously suspended more than a dozen 
oil and gas leases that had been sold in the � nal days 
of the Trump administration. “As we continue to 
face a worsening climate crisis, there is no place for 
the rushed, inadequate Arctic Refuge oil and gas 
plan � nalized under the previous administration,” 
said Kristen Miller, acting Executive Director of the 
Alaska Wilderness League, in a statement. Native 
tribes are torn in this dispute since some depend 
directly on the migrating caribou herds as a food 
source while others would gain economic bene� ts 
from the leases. � e Sovereign Iñupiat for a Living 
Arctic, a group representing some Alaska Natives, 
see this as a � rst step for long-term protection of 
the refuge and its resources. 
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Get on Board for the Climate
Sequestration Is Where It's At

Martha Walden, 350 Humboldt

We live with awesome forces of nature here in 
Humboldt County. Ocean, wind, and forest are wild, 
but they also have potential for stabilizing the climate. 
Ocean and wind have energy to spare, so we may 
host wind turbines and tidal or wave energy turbines 
sometime coming up. Forest is a little di� erent. Forest 
can be converted into energy by burning forest products, 
but the resulting carbon emissions exceed those of all 
other fuels, including coal. 

Forests have more important roles to play, so 
the more we can let them grow, the better. Trees are 
arguably the most important lifeforms on the planet. 
� ey clean the air, produce oxygen, store water, protect 
streams and � sh, lower temperatures, slow down the 
wind, and provide homes to creatures big and small. 
Trees also emit beauty and calm, provide privacy, and 
inspire poetry. AND they sequester carbon. 

Worldwide, forests sequester 30% of the world's 
carbon. � ey could sequester much more if we treated 
them wisely. Reducing fuel loads by composting woody 
residues and returning them to the soil -- which stores 
half of the forest's carbon -- is by far healthier, all the 
way around, than burning. 

Who are the world champs of carbon sequestration? 
Redwoods, of course! Old-growth forests, whether 
redwoods or other compositions, gorge on carbon. 
Contrary to popular timber-company wisdom from 
not that long ago, trees actually store more carbon per 
year as they grow older than when they were young. 
Old-growth forests are also the least � re-prone. � e 
foolishness of logging old-growth at this date doesn't 
say much for our IQ as a species.

Requiring varying levels of management and 
conservation, second and third growth forests are 
prized for a variety of reasons, including timber, which 
provides lumber for our houses and millions of useful, 
beautiful artifacts. But forests logged too hastily and 
too heavily emit carbon. It can take twenty years for 
a logged forest to become a carbon sink again, and 
a hundred years for it to sequester as much as it did 
before the logging. 

� is might surprise you, but most forest-land in 

the United States is not owned by timber companies or 
by the public. Regular people own the majority. Many 
of them are asking what they can do with their forests 
to combat climate change. One answer is to enroll 
in a land trust. Paci� c Forest Trust is a conservation 
land trust that manages, most notably, the Van Eck 
forests here in Humboldt and on the Oregon coast. 
� eir goal is to re-achieve the ecological qualities of 
an old-growth forest even while harvesting trees for 
timber. Conservation is actually the basis of everything 
we need -- from lumber to the many public bene� ts 

"DOIN' MY PART...SEQUESTERING SOME CARBON!" 
Comic by Joel Mielke of Carson Park Designs

I've already described. � e pro� ts are less only in the 
short term. 

Another option for some private forest owners 
is to sell carbon credits, so they can earn money and 
protect their trees at the same time. Unfortunately, 
enrolling in the program is prohibitively expensive 
for most small landowners mainly because of the 
inventorying costs. Programs operating on the East 
Coast have � gured out how to aggregate small holdings 
and share the bene� ts. Let's hope we'll see something 
similar here before long.
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Friends of the Dunes

Relax and restore with the Dune Ecosystem 
Restoration Team (DERT) at the new DERT Summer 
Nights program, happening on the � rst Friday of 
every month from 5 to7 p.m. at the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Ma-le’l Dunes South. Unwind from 
your week with a few chill hours of pulling invasive 
plants while chatting with like-minded nature lovers.

 Native dune ecosystems are ever-changing and 
depend on natural sand movement. Unfortunately, 
some portions of Humboldt County’s remarkable 
coastal dunes have been invaded by non-native plants 
that prevent natural sand movement, change the soil 
chemistry, and crowd out our native plants. DERT 
helps promote native plant diversity through the hand 
removal of invasive species. Once the invasive species 
are removed, our native � ora grow and thrive!

 If you want to lend a working hand to our native 
dune species and be part of a growing ecosystem 
restoration team, please meet us at the Bureau of Land 
Management's Ma-le’l South parking lot at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, September 3. COVID-19 safety practices will be 
in place. Please bring a face mask, water, and wear work 
clothes. No prior knowledge is required, snacks and 
training in plant identi� cation and removal practices 
will be provided. For more information please contact 
Dante@friendsofthedunes.org or call (707) 444-1397.

Dune Ecosystem Restoration Team
Summer Nights

Have you seen an otter?
Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

� is Northcoast Environmental Center and the 
North Coast Chapter of the California Native Plant 
Society-sponsored otter, painted by local artist Patricia 
Sennot, is currently housed at � e Garden Gate in 
Arcata. � e North Coast Otters Public Art Initiative 
seeks to bring awareness to these playful predators 
while raising funds for citizen science e� orts to monitor 
otters and their habitats. 

Over 100 otters, painted by local artists, are scattered 
throughout the North Coast, waiting to be spotted. � e 
guidebook for the Otter Treasure Hunt can be found at 
otterart.humboldt.edu/treasure-hunt. Treasure hunters 
can enter to win prizes and all of the otter sculptures 
are for sale. Proceeds support the HSU River Otter 
Records Citizen Science Project and student research 
opportunities through the creation of paid internships 
and stipends for Natural History � eld studies to enhance 
student success. 

Remember to keep your eyes open for live otters, too. 
Report river otter sightings to otters@humboldt.edu.

Trees Foundation & 
EPIC Celebration

EPIC

***Due to the recent rise of COVID-19 cases in 
our community, we are currently strategizing on the 
safest way to hold this event. Stay tuned for more 
information coming soon!

Please join EPIC and Trees Foundation on 
Sunday, October 3, from 1pm-7pm for “Stronger 
Together”– a joint outdoor event in the barn at the 
Southern Humboldt Community Park. � e gathering 
will commemorate the 30th anniversary of Trees 
Foundation and the Annual Fall Celebration of EPIC’s 
work and features music, speakers, food, an awards 
ceremony and more! 

EPIC’s Sempervirens Lifetime Award Ceremony will 
honor Priscilla Hunter and Polly Girvin, both long-time 
environmental and Indigenous rights activists who have 
been working to defend Northern California’s forests 
for decades. Trees Foundation will be celebrating their 
partner groups and their important work with awards 
and panel discussions. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to network with your 
peers, support great causes, and form long-lasting 
relationships with people who have put their heart 
and soul into protecting the majestic forests, rivers 
and wildlife of the North Coast.

Placeholder
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Get on Board for the Climate
Sequestration Is Where It's At

Martha Walden, 350 Humboldt

We live with awesome forces of nature here in 
Humboldt County. Ocean, wind, and forest are wild, 
but they also have potential for stabilizing the climate. 
Ocean and wind have energy to spare, so we may 
host wind turbines and tidal or wave energy turbines 
sometime coming up. Forest is a little di� erent. Forest 
can be converted into energy by burning forest products, 
but the resulting carbon emissions exceed those of all 
other fuels, including coal. 

Forests have more important roles to play, so 
the more we can let them grow, the better. Trees are 
arguably the most important lifeforms on the planet. 
� ey clean the air, produce oxygen, store water, protect 
streams and � sh, lower temperatures, slow down the 
wind, and provide homes to creatures big and small. 
Trees also emit beauty and calm, provide privacy, and 
inspire poetry. AND they sequester carbon. 

Worldwide, forests sequester 30% of the world's 
carbon. � ey could sequester much more if we treated 
them wisely. Reducing fuel loads by composting woody 
residues and returning them to the soil -- which stores 
half of the forest's carbon -- is by far healthier, all the 
way around, than burning. 

Who are the world champs of carbon sequestration? 
Redwoods, of course! Old-growth forests, whether 
redwoods or other compositions, gorge on carbon. 
Contrary to popular timber-company wisdom from 
not that long ago, trees actually store more carbon per 
year as they grow older than when they were young. 
Old-growth forests are also the least � re-prone. � e 
foolishness of logging old-growth at this date doesn't 
say much for our IQ as a species.

Requiring varying levels of management and 
conservation, second and third growth forests are 
prized for a variety of reasons, including timber, which 
provides lumber for our houses and millions of useful, 
beautiful artifacts. But forests logged too hastily and 
too heavily emit carbon. It can take twenty years for 
a logged forest to become a carbon sink again, and 
a hundred years for it to sequester as much as it did 
before the logging. 

� is might surprise you, but most forest-land in 

the United States is not owned by timber companies or 
by the public. Regular people own the majority. Many 
of them are asking what they can do with their forests 
to combat climate change. One answer is to enroll 
in a land trust. Paci� c Forest Trust is a conservation 
land trust that manages, most notably, the Van Eck 
forests here in Humboldt and on the Oregon coast. 
� eir goal is to re-achieve the ecological qualities of 
an old-growth forest even while harvesting trees for 
timber. Conservation is actually the basis of everything 
we need -- from lumber to the many public bene� ts 

"DOIN' MY PART...SEQUESTERING SOME CARBON!" 
Comic by Joel Mielke of Carson Park Designs

I've already described. � e pro� ts are less only in the 
short term. 

Another option for some private forest owners 
is to sell carbon credits, so they can earn money and 
protect their trees at the same time. Unfortunately, 
enrolling in the program is prohibitively expensive 
for most small landowners mainly because of the 
inventorying costs. Programs operating on the East 
Coast have � gured out how to aggregate small holdings 
and share the bene� ts. Let's hope we'll see something 
similar here before long.
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NEW STORAGE BATTERIES A
"HOLY GRAIL" FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY

After years of work, a Massachusetts-based tech 
startup has unveiled plans to mass-produce "the battery 
you need to fully retire coal and natural gas plants." 
Abandoning rare minerals and harsh acids, the proto-
type by Form Energy runs mainly on iron and air. � ey 
call it � e Holy Grail.

One of the main issues facing renewable energy 
sources like wind and solar is storing energy for use 
when and where there's no wind or sun. Most storage 
batteries on the market today require destructive extrac-
tion of uncommon metals (especially lithium) and/or 
highly acidic chemicals inside the battery cells. How-
ever, the renewable energy storage sector is currently 
seeing what the Wall Street Journal calls a "Cambrian 
Explosion" — referring to the event in evolutionary 
history where life on Earth rapidly transitioned from 
microscopic, basic organisms into a multitude of large, 
complex, and diverse life forms. Part of this explosion 
of ideas is Form Energy's iron-air battery system.

� e Holy Grail battery harnesses the chemical 
reaction responsible for rust: mixing iron and oxygen. 
When oxygen reacts with iron, the iron oxidizes and 
changes form, releasing energy; when oxygen is removed 
from the system, the iron-oxide returns to its original 
iron form. � is is called 'stage transition,' and control-
ling this process for thousands of tiny pieces of iron 
inside the battery cells allows the unit to be charged 
and discharged.

� e Form Energy company website states, "Our � rst 
commercial product using our iron-air technology is 
optimized to store electricity for 100 hours at system 
costs competitive with legacy power plants. � is product 
is our � rst step to tackling the biggest barrier to deep 
decarbonization: making renewable energy available 
when and where it’s needed, even during multiple 
days of extreme weather, grid outages, or periods of 
low renewable generation." Company president Ted 
Wiley adds, "We’ve completed the science. What’s left 
to do is scale up from lab-scale prototypes to grid-scale 
power plants."

� ey're planning their � rst 1-Megawatt pilot proj-
ect in Minnesota, and aim to be operational by 2023.

Sources: Good News Network, WSJ

Michael D. Pulliam

Solu-
tions
Summit

YOUR DESTINATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 

AND SUCCESS STORIES

MAINE TAXES PLASTIC PRODUCERS
In July 2021, Maine became the � rst U.S. state to 

o�  cially hold corporations � scally responsible for their 
own plastic waste.

A new state law in Maine instituted what is essentially 
an import tax on packaging, shifting the cost of recycling 
facilities and services away from residents and munici-
palities. If a company ships products into Maine that 
are not packaged in an eco-friendly material, they must 
pay a fee for each ton of potential waste they introduce. 
Fees are collected by the newly-established Stewardship 
Organization, responsible for administering the initia-
tive. � e Stewardship Organization keeps a tally of the 
cost and volume of recycling programs throughout the 
state and uses the fees collected to reimburse various 
localities accordingly.

Sarah Nichols, Director of the Natural Resources 
Council of Maine, hypothesizes that companies will try 
to avoid the tax by either creating more eco-friendly 
packaging or including clearer recycling instructions 
on their products. "It’s really designed to help tackle our 
waste crisis," Nichols said, "[and] get us to � nally reaching 
our goal of recycling 50% of our waste…. Now with this 
law there's going to be more clarity, more incentives to 
have more clear labeling on a package to help consum-
ers put things in the right bin…. We'll � nally have some 
uniformity around the state with what's recyclable and 
what's not."

Smaller businesses, who make less than $2 million 
or one ton of waste per year, are exempt from the regula-
tion, to avoid over-burdening the small-business sector. 
And while Maine was the � rst U.S. state to pass a law like 
this, Oregon is already considering a similar regulation. 
Nichols is sure Maine "won't be the last."

� is law is part of a larger global movement for 
Extended Producer Responsibility, a policy approach to 
holding manufacturers and large corporations account-
able for the waste their products generate.

Sources: Good News Network, News Center Maine

Source: AP News, Happy Broadcoast

UGANDA GOES SOLAR AFTER DARK
Jinja City, second-largest city in in the African 

nation of Uganda, has been installing solar-powered 
street lights along its major routes, cutting costs on 
electricity and maintenance and increasing public 
safety, economic stability, and tourism.

In 2016, Jinja City had run up an overdue power 
bill equivalent to $3.5 million, so the energy distributor 
disconnected the city's street lights. Even before the 
power cuts, many of the city's 870,000 residents had 
little to no public illumination: only the colonial-era 
city center was equipped with street lights, and quite 
a few of those were in disrepair. A common pattern 
in sub-Saharan Africa's largest cities is for a hub to be 
surrounded by informal suburban development, which 
the metropolis incorporates and absorbs as it grows. 
� is can sometimes result in inconsistent city planning, 
as in Jinja City, making power grid installations tricky 
and highly expensive.

Looking to the successful solar lighting program 
in Uganda's capital city of Kampala, administrators in 
Jinja City began investing in solar street lights with 
mini battery stations, and by 2019 they had installed 
over a hundred. � eir � rst stretches of lighting (1.5 
miles of Main Street, a hospital, market square, etc.) 
had immediate and obvious bene� ts: lower installa-
tion costs than conventional lighting, around 60% less 
maintenance cost, lower electricity bills, new advertising 
space on light poles, and more. All these savings and 
new revenue streams were diverted to other priorities, 
like improving parks and waste collection services.

As solar lights continue going up around the area, 
businesses are able to thrive and grow, operating on 
later hours. Locals and visitors report feeling more 
secure about visiting shops and restaurants at night, 
and employees feel safer walking home. Before Uganda 
had closed its borders due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
international tourists would visit the "adventure capital 
of East Africa" for boating on Lake Victoria, bungee 
jumping over the Nile, or attending music festivals. 
Kennedy Kibedi, a social media marketing specialist 
who works in tourism in Jinja City, said before the 
pandemic, "We have seen the numbers [of tourists] 
grow tremendously, and I believe street lighting has 
something to do with that because you can now � nd 
tourists walking in the streets at night."

A World Bank program called Uganda Support to 
Municipal Infrastructure Development has devoted 
about $510 million in infrastructural and technical 
support for the country until 2023, including Jinja 
City's solar installations. Jinja City councilor Bernard 
Mbayo reports a recent allocation of funding to � nish 
lighting the central business district, and has shared 
Jinja City's successes with administrators in other large 
cities, hoping to spread solar street lighting around the 
subcontinent. 

In 2019, the Senegalese government launched an 
initiative to install 50,000 solar street lights throughout 
their nation — the work was slowed by the pandemic, 
but is now around halfway complete.

Sources: Solutions Journalism, Bloomberg
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NCCS Inc.

North Coast Cleaning Services

707-269-0180  
PO Box 177, Eureka, CA 95502

The Green Cleaning 
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Commercial office cleaning, 
window cleaning, and 

carpet cleaning services.
www.northcoastcleaning.com

Caroline Gri�  th, EcoNews Journalist

Wild� re season is upon us. As of press time, the 
Monument Fire in Trinity County had burned 119,280 
acres and was 10% contained and the McFarland Fire 
had nearly doubled in size in one day. As more and more 
evacuation orders are issued, many of us in � re-prone 
areas, as well as those in areas that folks are likely to 
evacuate to, are wondering what we can do to care for 
each other.

Mutual aid is the idea and practice of people getting 
together to meet each other’s basic survival needs with 
a shared understanding that the systems we live under 
are not going to meet our needs, but that we can do it 
together. As climate change progresses, we can expect 
wild� re season to last longer and be more extreme, making 
it more necessary than ever that we work together to keep 
each other safe and meet all of our needs. In the process, 
we can start to change the systems that are harming us 
in the � rst place.

� ese organizations are working to shelter and support 
wild� re evacuees. Get in touch if you need support or if 
you have some to give. 

Preparing For Wildfire Season
• Pay It Forward Humboldt is an all-volunteer nonpro� t 

organization that works to get supplies and support to 
those in need. Visit facebook.com/payitforwardhumboldt 
to � nd drop-o�  locations or relief pop-ups.

• Cooperation Humboldt exists to develop a solidarity 
economy on the north coast. Its Disaster Response and 
Resilience Team has developed a survey to assess the 
needs of wild� re evacuees and get them the support 
they need: www.facebook.com/cooperationhumboldt

• The Red Cross of Northern California provides 
assistance and emergency shelter. To � nd a shelter 
near you visit redcross.org/get-help/disaster-relief-
and-recovery-services/� nd-an-open-shelter.html.
To volunteer with the Red Cross, create an account at 
volunteerconnection.redcross.org/intake.

• If you are not in the Humboldt area, searching social 
media for mutual aid organizations can start you in 
the right direction.

For those looking to track � res and evacuations, 
following your local Sheri� ’s Department on social media 
is a good place to start. To see topographical maps of 
� re activity visit caltopo.com. Stay safe.

Humboldt County Association of Governments 

� e Humboldt County Association of Governments 
(HCAOG), our regional transportation planning 
agency, is requesting input from the community to help 
shape the future of Humboldt County’s transportation 
priorities through its Regional Transportation Plan 
update happening now. � is important policy document 
prioritizes local transportation projects and spending, 
therefore impacts residents’ transportation choices, 
the environment, and public health. Your feedback 
will help create strategies to increase safety, e�  ciency, 

Community Input Needed:
Regional Transportation Plan

and mobility for all modes of transportation with an 
emphasis on protecting the roadways’ most vulnerable 
users: seniors, all pedestrians, youth, people with 
disabilities, bicyclists, and transit users.

Please join us for an online Community Meeting 
on Monday, September 13th, 2021 from 6:00 to 
8:00 PM to provide input and help us understand 
community needs and priorities. An online survey 
is also available as a means to provide feedback.  To 
access the project survey, online meeting link, or for 
more information, please visit the project website at 
http://bit.ly/HumboldtRTP2021.

"Look around and you will see on the rise climate leadership that is more characteristically feminine 
and more faithfully feminist, rooted in compassion, connection, creativity, and collaboration. There is a 
renaissance blooming in the climate movements, and it has a few important characteristics. 

First, there is a clear focus on making change rather than being in charge. We see women and girls moving 
beyond ego, competition, and control, which are rampant in the climate space (as elsewhere) and impede 
good work. We see joyful following where wise leadership appears, joining instead of duplicating, giving 
one another credit, sharing resources, passing the mic, and celebrating one another's successes. It is shine 
theory in practice." - Ayana Elizabeth Johnson & Katharine K. Wilkinson, All We Can Save

A l l  W e  C a n  S av e
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Northcoast Environmental Center
415  I  Street,  Arcata, CA  95521
MAIL TO: PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518

Help us continue to educate 
advocate, and bring you

Please join or renew your annual membership 
to the Northcoast Environmental Center.

E-mail

Name

City

Zip

Address

State

Phone

Memberships include a 
monthly subscription to EcoNews

Do not mail me a print copy. I will read online at 
www.yournec.org/econews
Please mail me a print copy. 

The Northcoast Environmental Center is a 501(c)(3), non-profi t. 
All donations are tax-deductible. EIN 23-7122386.

In recognition of your generosity, we will list your 
name as a donor in EcoNews once a year.

I prefer my donation remain anonymous. 

Cut out and mail to: 
NEC, PO Box 4259, Arcata, CA 95518 

Address _______________________________________
City, State, Zip__________________________________

a giftin memory of in honor of
Name  ______________________________________

This Membership is: (check only if applicable)

Card Number ___________________________________
Exp. Date ___________________  CSV_______________

Check enclosed (Payable to NEC) 
Charge my Debit or Credit Card

Payment Options

I would like to become a sustaining 
member! I pledge $_______ per month. 

Please bill my credit card monthly (fi ll form above)
I will mail a check monthly

I will donate online at www.yournec.org/donations

$100 - Coho Salmon
$50 - Pacifi c Fisher$30 - Trillium

$250 - Spotted Owl
$500 - Orca
$1000 - Redwood

Other __________

Annual Membership Amount


